
EAST SIDE COASTAL RESILIENCY
MARCH 6, 2019

EAST RIVER PARK AMPHITHEATER MEETING
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• Outline flood alignment through southern portion of 
East River Park and impacts on amphitheater and 
bridge

• Discussion of existing uses and future needs

MEETING GOALS
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1. ESCR PROJECT OVERVIEW
2. EXISTING CONDITIONS
3. AMPHITHEATER ANALYSIS
4. DISCUSSION
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ESCR PROJECT OVERVIEW
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• INTEGRATE PASSIVE FLOOD PROTECTION
• IMPROVE WATERFRONT ACCESS & OPEN SPACES
• ACHIEVE TIMELINE & FUNDING MILESTONES
• TIMELY DELIVERY OF FLOOD PROTECTION

CURRENT PLAN
PROJECT OVERVIEW

AMPHITHEATER 
AND CORLEARS 
HOOK BRIDGE
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WATERFRONT OPEN SPACES & ACCESS
IMPROVING PARK ACCESS

REPLACE
DELANCEY ST. BRIDGE

REPLACE
E. 10TH ST. BRIDGE

REPLACE
CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE

PRESERVE
E. 20TH STREET CONNECTION

E. 20TH STREET FERRY

CREATE
FLYOVER BRIDGE AT PINCH POINT

IMPROVE
E. HOUSTON STREET BRIDGE LANDING

CORLEARS 
HOOK FERRY
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EXISTING GRADE IS LOWER 
THAN REQUIRED TOP OF 
FLOODWALL

STRUCTURE UNDER 
AMPHITHEATER IS HOLLOW, 
FLOOD PROTECTION REQUIRES 
A SOLID ENGINEERED BARRIER 

LEGEND
 
  PROPOSED 
  FLOODWALL

TW +16.5 
(EX. +15.0)

TW +16.5
(EX. +15.0)

+8.5

+10.5

+25.0

+

+

FLOOD PROTECTION
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RE-CONSTRUCTED 
CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE

AMPHITHEATER

EMBAYMENT

NATURE PLAY

FIELDS 1 & 2

NEIGHBORHOOD 
GATHERING LAWN

PRESERVED FIRE 
BOATHOUSE

BASKETBALL 
COURTS

RE-CONSTRUCTED 
DELANCEY ST. BRIDGE

FOCUS AREA: AMPHITHEATER AND CORLEARS HOOK
CURRENT PLAN
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING BRIDGE IS IN 
POOR CONDITION AND 
DOWNGRADED FROM 
VEHICULAR USE

0 100’

Scale: 1" = 100'-0"

EXISTING AERIAL
AMPHITHEATER AND CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE
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PLANTERS PREVENT 
PARKS VEHICULAR 
ACCESS

LOW 12’-8” 
CLEARANCE DOES 
NOT MEET CURRENT 
STANDARDS 

CLEARANCE TO BE 
RAISED TO 14’-6”

12’-8”

25.0
+

EXISTING CONDITION
CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE

BRIDGE IS IN POOR 
CONDITION AND 
DOWNGRADED FROM 
VEHICULAR USE
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0 80’

Scale: 1" = 80'-0"

SLOPE OF EXISTING PATHS 
IS AT OR ABOVE MAXIMUM 
ADA ACCESSIBLE SLOPE (5%), 
REQUIRES REGRADING TO 
PROVIDE ACCESSIBILITY

BRIDGE TO BE RAISED 2’-0” 
FROM +25.0 TO +27.0 
TO PROVIDE REQUIRED 
CLEARANCE

LEGEND
 
  LIMIT OF WORK

+25.0

+8.5

+10.5

+25.0

EXISTING CONDITION
CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE
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EDGES ARE SHADED BUT 
CENTRAL SEATING AND 
PERFORMANCES AREAS 
RECEIVE FULL SUN

+10.5
+8.5

+11.0

25.0
+

EXISTING CONDITION
AMPHITHEATER

ADDITIONAL 
HARDSCAPE BETWEEN 
STAGE AND ESPLANADE 
IS SEPARATED BY 
STAIRS AND RAMPS
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15

15

NORTH

0

1" = 30'

30' 90'60'

RAISED GRADE OF PROPOSED 
BRIDGE REQUIRES REGRADING 
IN CORLEARS HOOK PARK FOR 
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE TO BRIDGE

MAIN ROUTES TO 
AMPHITHEATER ARE NON-
ACCESSIBLE PATHS OR STEPS

LEGEND
 
  NON-ADA  
  ACCESSIBLE PATHS

  STEPS

+25.0

+8.5

+10.5

+25.0

EXISTING ACCESS
AMPHITHEATER AND CORLEARS HOOK BRIDGE

ACCESS RAMPS TO 
AMPHITHEATER NOT 
CURRENTLY ADA 
COMPLAINT
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STAIR ACCESS FROM 
CORLEARS HOOK 
PARK ENTRY

ACCESS RAMPS FROM 
LOWER SIDES NOT 
CURRENTLY ADA 
COMPLIANT

EXISTING ACCESS
AMPHITHEATER

CONCRETE WALL 
CREATES HARD 
BARRIER AT CORLEARS 
HOOK BRIDGE ENTRY 
TO PARK
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AMPHITHEATER ANALYSIS
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0 40

Scale: 1" = 40'-0"

45’

45’

45’60’

43’

85’

20’-25’8’

2,700 SF RAISED 
STAGE

5,300 SF 
HARDSCAPE 
ORCHESTRA PIT 
(USED AS STAGE AREA 
FOR SUMMERSTAGE)

3,800 SF 
HARDSCAPE FLEX 
SPACE (BEHIND 
STAGE)

12,700 SF 
SEATING AREA
+/- 2,500 LF OF 
SEATING BENCHES

TOTAL SIZE = 24,500 SF
TOTAL CAPACITY = 1,500-2,000 PEOPLE

LAWN CAPACITY= N/A

FIXED SEATING CAPACITY = ~1,500 PEOPLE

• 2,500 LF OF SEATING BENCHES / 20” PER PERSON

HARDSCAPE CAPACITY = 440 PEOPLE

• (NOT AVAILABLE WHEN SUMMERSTAGE STAGE IS SET UP)

• 5,300 SF / 12 SF PER PERSON

LEGEND
 
  LAWN SEATING

  SEATING

  HARDSCAPE

  STAGE

  BACKSTAGE SPACE

+8.5

+10.5

+25.0

EXISTING AMPHITHEATER ANALYSIS



18

HUNTS POINT, BRONX CROTONA PARK, BRONX

0 100

Scale: 1" = 100'-0"

0 200

Scale: 1" = 200'-0"

BANDSHELL
30,000 SF

LAWN AREA
72,00 SF

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN SOUNDVIEW, BRONX CENTRAL PARK, MANHATTAN

CENTRAL PARK 
GREAT LAWN
500,000 SF

DELACORTE THEATER 
20,000 SF

BARRETTO
POINT PARK

AMPHITHEATER
13,000 SF

CROTONA PARK 
AMPHITHEATER

10,000 SF
EAST RIVER PARK 
AMPHITHEATER

24,500 SF

SOUNDVIEW PARK 
AMPHITHEATER

37,000 SF

SCALE COMPARISONS
NEW YORK CITY PARKS
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CROTONA PARK, BRONX

BARRETTO POINT PARK, BRONXBARRETTO POINT PARK, BRONX

SOUNDVIEW PARK, BRONX

AMPHITHEATER PRECEDENTS
NEW YORK CITY AMPHITHEATERS
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INCLUDE SEATING WITH BACKS

PROVIDE A MIX OF FIXED 
SEATING AND LAWNS SEATING

PRESERVE THE EXISTING AMPHITHEATER

INCLUDE STAIR RUNNING/
FITNESS OPPORTUNITIES

ACCOMMODATE ALTERNATIVE 
EVENTS - SUCH AS DANCING

MOVE THE AMPHITHEATER 
AWAY FROM HOMES

MAKE THE SPACE AS GREEN AS POSSIBLE

CREATE A SPACE WITH 
VIEWS TO THE WATER

AMPHITHEATER
SUMMARY OF WHAT WE HEARD (DEC. 2018)

WHAT WE HEARD
DECEMBER 2018 COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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VIEW OF GREEN 
LAWN & WATER 
FROM PARK ENTRY

WATER VIEWS 
FROM PASSIVE 
AREAS

STAGE VIEWS 
FROM PRIMARY & 
PASSIVE AREAS

LES ECOLOGY
+ 

7,649 SF 
MAINTENANCE

PIER 42

FIELDS
1 & 2

15,718 SF
 EMBAYMENT

0 60

Scale: 1" = 60'-0"

CORLEARS 
HOOK 
FERRY

CORLEARS 
HOOK BRIDGE

PASSIVE LAWN/
OVERFLOW
SEATING

PASSIVE LAWN/
OVERFLOW
SEATING

PRIMARY 
SEATING

STAGE

PRELIMINARY CONCEPT
CONCEPT DIAGRAM
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ADA ACESS TO 
LOWER TIER AND 
STAGE FROM 
ESPLANADE

MOST DIRECT 
ROUTE FROM 
BRIDGE

0 60

Scale: 1" = 60'-0"

LES ECOLOGY
+ 

7,649 SF 
MAINTENANCE

PIER 42

FIELDS
1 & 2

15,718 SF
 EMBAYMENT

CORLEARS 
HOOK 
FERRY

CORLEARS 
HOOK BRIDGE

PASSIVE LAWN/
OVERFLOW
SEATING

PASSIVE LAWN/
OVERFLOW
SEATING

PRIMARY 
SEATING

STAGE

ADA ACCESS 
TO UPPER TIER 
VIEWING FROM 
SHARED PATH

MOST DIRECT 
ROUTE FROM 
FERRY

PRELIMINARY CONCEPT
CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
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17,950 SF OF LAWN 
SEATING

2,300 SF OF HARDSCAPE
FOR CHAIRS / LAWN 
CHAIRS / WHEEL CHAIRS

1,300 SF OF HARDSCAPE
FOR CHAIRS / LAWN 
CHAIRS / WHEEL CHAIRS

585 LF OF SEATING WALLS 
NORTH OF STAIRS

0 40

Scale: 1" = 40'-0"

3,900 SF RAISED STAGE

55’

80’

18’

70’

15’

18’

30’

320 LF OF SEATING WALLS
SOUTH OF STAIRS (IN LAWN)

TOTAL SIZE = 43,600 SF
TOTAL CAPACITY = +/- 1,750 PEOPLE

LAWN CAPACITY= 900 PEOPLE

• 17950 SF OF LAWN / 20 SF PER PERSON

FIXED SEATING CAPACITY = 550 PEOPLE

• 915 LF OF SEATING WALLS / 20” PER PERSON

HARDSCAPE CAPACITY = 300 PEOPLE

• 3,600 SF / 12 SF PER PERSON

LEGEND
 
  LAWN SEATING

  SEATING

  HARDSCAPE

  STAGE

+25.5

+15.5

+18.0

DRAFT EAST RIVER PARK AMPHITHEATER ANALYSIS
PLAN SHOWN AT 12/10/18 AND 12/11/18 COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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• How do you use the amphitheater today?
• What do you like about it?
• What would you like to see improved?

DISCUSSION


