
                                                                             
 
 

2021 Love Your Block | Info Session Questions + Answers 
 
 
Questions: 

1. How do you define ‘high-need neighborhood’ and is there a City map? A: We consider ‘high-
need’ neighborhoods as those that have a population higher than 19.4% below the poverty 
threshold (with 19.4% being the city-wide poverty rate). For more information, please refer to 
this website: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/opportunity/poverty-in-nyc/poverty-in-nyc.page  

2. Can you use funding to purchase a shed? A: Grantees are discouraged from purchasing sheds or 
housed structures as permitting from City agencies outside of this program may be required, 
and approvals may take a long time. 

3. Can you use funding for more than one project? A: Groups may break their projects up into two 
events that occur between June 12 and October 2. However, Love Your Block City Agency 
Service Requests are limited to one event date (rain date would be back up). 

4. Do you have to submit a plan to utilize a full $1,000 grant, or are smaller amounts available for 
groups who may not need that much? A: It’s ok to request less - applicants will need to itemize 
materials needed to support their project (e.g., t-shirts for volunteers, plants, soil).   

5. I submitted a request for tree trimming in front of my house. The tree is located on my sidewalk. 
How can I get someone to trim that tree? A: Residents should contact NYC 311 for support. 

6. We are a one-year-old community garden, and we want to bring volunteers to create 
greenspace edible landscaping for the community. We would like rain barrels and much needed 
tools and supplies. A: As part of Love Your Block, the NYC Department of Environmental 
Protection provides grantees with rain barrels, if requested. Note: residents can make a request 
for rain barrels through NYC 311.   

7. Can a group purchase a green house in a community garden? A: While a greenhouse can be 
purchased for a GreenThumb community garden, Love Your Block grantees are discouraged 
from using the majority of their funding for one item. Additionally, depending on the size and 
specifications of the greenhouse, additional permits from other City agencies may be required. 
GreenThumb gardeners interested in installing a greenhouse should contact their assigned 
Outreach Coordinator to walk through the process and specifications. Details can be found on 
page 26 of the GreenThumb Gardeners 
Handbook  https://greenthumb.nycgovparks.org/pdf/greenthumb-gardeners-handbook-2019-
compressed_updated.pdf .  

8. Could we purchase street flags to hang along our main street and/or plants in front of shops? A: 
No, funding is awarded to improve a community block, not a business. Note: We encourage 
groups to partner with a local business for long-term support.  

9. Do you have to be a block association president to apply for the grant or can you be a regular 
resident in your community to apply? A: It is not a requirement. We encourage resident-led 
groups to apply.   

10. Can we purchase a couple of planters for beautification? A: Yes  
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11. If a group runs weekly clean-ups, would they need to submit a proposal for each date? 
A: Grantees need to identify one Love Your Block event date (rain date would follow the event 
date). NYC Service can coordinate with City agency partners, if services are needed. Note: City 
agency capacity is limited so services are not guaranteed beyond Love Your Block project.  

12. Can we have more than 10 volunteers? A: Yes, we encourage groups to expand their pool of 
volunteers to support long-term beautification projects. Note: The health and safety 
of volunteers must remain a priority. All volunteers and organizations accepting volunteers must 
follow current health guidelines. For the most up-to-date information on COVID-19, 
visit www.NYC.gov/coronavirus.  

13. Our block association is applying for a nonprofit status. Can we apply for the Love Your Block 
grant while in that process? A: Yes, as long as your group does not have paid staff. 

14. Is there still a NYC Parks Stewardship program? A: Not for this Love Your Block cycle. 
15. Can funds be used for projects like painting or touching up residences in the community (e.g., 

senior homes)? A: No, funding is not to be used to beautify private businesses or private 
residences. 

16. How many grants will be awarded this year? A: We anticipate awarding 13 grants. 
17. Is there a specific location on street blocks trash cans be placed? A: On the corner of a block. 
18. Can a community garden apply for the grant? A: Yes 
19. Can weeding and planting native plants in two median planting pits qualify? A: Yes; however, if 

these pits are on NYC Parks property, NYC Parks must be consulted prior to work being done. 
20. Can a school PTA apply for purchase of plants and related items to beautify the block? A: Yes 
21. What does a winning grant look like or require? A: It’s difficult to point to one or two activities 

that make a successful Love Your Block project. However, all Love Your Block projects should 
have a focus on cultivating long-term relationships with neighbors and community partners to 
transform and beautify their block.   

22. Do you have to live on the block or in the community you wish to work in? A: Yes, resident-led 
group leaders need to live in the community/block.  

23. Can Love Your Block apply to ‘Open Streets’? A: Yes, Groups can apply at NYC DOT - Open 
Streets. 

24. We have medians in which trees have been removed/broken and now there’s just dirt. Can we 
plant in these? A: Yes; however, if these pits are on NYC Parks property, NYC Parks must be 
consulted prior to the work being done.  

25. Does DOT help with street closures? A: Groups can apply for a ‘Street Activity’ permit through 
the DOT Street Activity Permit Office (SAPO). 

26. Can a community garden paint their shed which is inside the garden? A: Yes. This is also a great 
way to also engage the local community via participatory planning or engage local artist(s) to 
implement a design. 

27. Is there a directory of past project winners so we can see the resources they used (e.g., planters 
they purchased) so we can benefit from their experience? A: There isn’t a directory of past Love 
Your Block grantee projects. Groups have historically planted flowers, performed tree care, 
trash pick-up, or conducted arts & crafts projects (e.g., painting bird houses and planters). 

28. Can a group purchase waterproofing supplies to weatherproof their gazebo? A: Depends on 
where the gazebo is located, and amount needed to purchase supplies. 

29. How can groups get tree guards? A:  Groups will need to apply for a permit to have tree guards 
installed. For more information, please 
visit: https://www.nycgovparks.org/services/forestry/tree-work-permit 
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30. I want to know if my location can get a trash can. A: Residents can make a request for a trash 
can through NYC 311. 

31. Can we purchase t-shirts for volunteers? A: Yes, a portion of the funding can be used to 
purchase t-shirts for volunteers. 

32. Can a youth council apply for a grant? A: Yes 
33. Can a fiscal sponsor to a group also be an applicant? A: Yes, if an organization is a nonprofit but 

does not have 501c3 status and has a bank account, can they still apply and use their nonprofit’s 
bank account for the grant? A: Yes 

35. If an applicant group has no bank account, can the applicant affiliate with a fiscal sponsor or 
local nonprofit apply? A: Yes 

 
 


