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A. Questions and Answers – Enclosed is a summary of questions and answers 
discussed at the pre-submission conference that took place April 23, 
2014. Also included are questions and answers that were sent to the Livonia 
email address. 
  



A.  Questions and Answers 
 
 
Sites / Community Engagement and Non-Profit Partnership 
 
Q1: Can an applicant apply for some but not all of the sites? 
A1: No. Applicants must submit proposals for all four sites. 
 
Q2: Will there only be one winner selected for all the sites? Or a 
combination of different developers for each site? 
A2: We anticipate selecting one Developer.  The RFP defines Developer as the 
“entity or entities selected by the City to commence negotiations regarding the 
development of the Sites offered through this RFP.  The entity or entities will 
provide equity, secure financing, assemble a Development Team, design, 
develop, build, market, and manage the Project.”  In other words, it is up to the 
Applicant to determine who to partner with and how the responsibilities will be 
divided.   
 
Q3: The Mayor has emphasized neighborhood planning.  Wouldn’t 
rewarding the inclusion of a local CDC partner help to promote that goal? 
A3: We will consider the respondents' local ties, engagement with the community 
and its local organizations, and experience working in the community. 
 
Q4: Is there any requirement or preference to include a non-profit partner? 
And if so, must it be a specific partner/organization? 
A4: We will consider the respondents' local ties, engagement with the community 
and its local organizations, and experience working in the community. 
We do not prescribe partnering with a specific organization. 
 
Q5: How will you quantify the community engagement/partnership 
preference? Will it be part of the threshold criteria or points in the 
competitive review? 
A5: We will evaluate community engagement/partnership with a locally-based 
organization that has a track record of improving the quality of life for the 
community via tangible social services and/or financial investments and will be 
evaluated as a part of the competitive selection criteria.  
 
 
  



Financing 
 
Q6: There are a number of references to homeownership/for sale housing 
in the RFP. HPD does not currently have a term sheet on its website for 
homeownership projects though the RFP requires that applications comply 
with the terms of any subsidy program being used.  If an applicant wants to 
propose affordable homeownership as part of the RFP, what subsidy and 
underwriting terms should it assume? 
A6: There are no term sheets for a homeownership program.  If homeownership 
units are proposed, we will evaluate each Proposal based on its assumptions 
and financial feasibility. 
  
Q7: It would be helpful if HPD would provide at least a couple of specific 
terms for homeownership scenarios in the absence of a homeownership 
term sheet.   
A7: If homeownership units are proposed, we will evaluate each Proposal based 
on its assumptions and financial feasibility. 
 
Q8: The RFP, it states that the residential component “must have mixed-
income and affordable housing unit.” As this is a requirement, please 
define “mixed-income” as used in the RFP. 
A8: We do not have prescribed AMIs, but there should be a range of affordable 
housing that is suitable to this neighborhood and which is financially feasible.  
 
Q9: On page 17 of the RFP, it provides a link to HPD subsidy term sheets.  
While the low income term sheet is updated as of March 2014, the mixed 
income term sheet is from February 2011 and has very outdated rent limits, 
etc.  Is the Feb. 2011 term sheet the one we should be complying with? 
A9: We anticipate that the term sheet will be updated and released in the next 
month. 
 
Q10: Can Reso A funds be included as a source in the Financing Proposal?   
A10: No, Reso A funds are considered a competitive funding source.   
 
Residential Program and Affordability Term 
 
Q11: There are no references to supportive housing in the RFP?  Is 
supportive housing allowed? Is it encouraged? 
A11: HPD is open to reviewing proposals that include a supportive housing 
component. Proposals should include a primary financing scenario that does not 
rely on competitive sources.    
 
Q12: Was there supportive housing proposed in Phase I? 
A12: Yes, there was supportive housing in Phase I. 
 



Q13: Will there be a consideration of unit size mixes? 
A13: The RFP requires that proposals provide that at least 40% of the housing 
units will be family-size units: 30% of the housing units will be 2-bedroom and 
10% of the housing units will be 3-bedrooms.  
 
Q14: Is the particular mix of proposed income bands be evaluated by 
individual sites or in the aggregate? 
A14: In the aggregate. 
 
Q15: Livonia I had a blanket 50-year affordability restriction.  Is there an 
addendum planned addressing long-term affordability? 
A15: In considering the extent of affordability, we will take into account the length 
of affordability guaranteed in exchange for any subsidy required.  
 
 
Ground-Floor Use 
 
Q16: In the RFP, under “Commercial Space” it states that “Sites must be 
developed with ground-floor retail.” Under “Community Facility” is says 
that “The Project may include a community facility component….”  To be 
clear, is the requirement that each of the 4 sites include ground floor retail 
and that in addition to that you can include a community facility 
component?  Or would it be okay if two sites had ground floor retail and 
two sites had ground floor community facility space?  
A16: All sites must include an active, ground-floor use. All sites do not need to 
have retail, but retail must be a component of the submission. 
 
Q17: Has there been any additional retail study/community input since the 
one completed during Phase I? 
A17: HPD met with the land use committee of Community Board 5 prior to the 
release of this RFP. Community Input, found in Appendix F, captures feedback 
from the community for Phase I and Phase II.   

 
Q18: Should the required active ground-floor uses be targeted for residents 
of the buildings only or for the whole community? 
A18: Active ground-floor uses should seek to transform the corridor into a vibrant, 
mixed-use area by creating retail opportunities and local services for the 
community.   
 
 
  



Design, Sustainability and Resiliency 
 
Q19: Will resiliency initiatives be evaluated in the selection process? 
A19: Although there is no specific preference for resiliency, the competitive 
phase rewards designs that exceed all of the relevant guidelines. Design features 
that promote resiliency would fall under that category. 
 
Q20: Are there examples of affordable housing projects that exhibit active 
design guidelines and criteria? 
A20: Yes, there are case studies available on the Center for Active Design’s 
website: http://centerforactivedesign.org/case-studies/ . 
 
Q21: Tab H /fifth paragraph states: “Typical and Atypical Floor Plans: It is 
not required that design and architectural documents submitted include 
full apartment layouts for the floor plans. Submissions, however must 
show blocked out units….” “Unit plans must be 1/8”=1’-0”. Unit and 
bedroom dimensions should be computed to the inside of the finished 
surfaces of walls excluding columns pipe chases, kitchen, kitchenettes, 
entryways and closets.”  Please clarify whether the typical and atypical 
apartment layouts must be fully developed, including all internal spaces 
within the apartments. 
A21: Typical and atypical apartment layouts do not need to be fully developed, 
but they must include unit and bedroom dimensions.  The dimensions should be 
computed based on the inside of the finished surfaces of the walls and that 
computation of the dimensions should exclude the space that would be occupied 
by “columns, pipe chases, kitchen, kitchenettes, entryways and closets,” even 
though those features do not need to be rendered in the plans. 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
 
Q22: What is the threshold for the developer’s retail experience? i.e. the 
square footage of retail that they’ve developed in the past. 
A22: The retail experience is primarily captured in the competitive review phase 
and will be evaluated based on experience of comparable size and scope to what 
is being proposed in the Submission. 
 
Timeline/Phasing 
 
Q23: In the Tab F section of the RFP, it says to assume one year for HPD 
design review.  What did that intend to say? 
A23: The one year is an approximate timeline for predevelopment work. 
 
Q24: Are there any requirements on how project will be phased? 
A24: There are no specific requirements; however, the Applicant should describe 
the phasing plan, if applicable, as part of your proposal. 
 

http://centerforactivedesign.org/case-studies/


Q25: Can HPD provide a summary of the selected project for Livonia Phase 
I RFP, e.g. breakdown of units, income level, retail, and other specificity? 
A25: Sites 1-4 have approximately 278 residential units, including four units for 
superintendents, with a range of affordability.  The units are affordable to 
households earning up to 40 percent Area Median Income (AMI), 50 percent 
AMI, and 60 percent AMI. Sites 1-4 also include approximately 13,772 square 
feet of commercial space, 11,546 square feet of community facility space, and 
12,678 square feet of open space.  In addition, Site 5 will include approximately 
60,000 square feet of community facility space. 
 
Zoning/Land Use Approvals 
 
Q26: Will low-income housing parking requirements have to be later 
approved by city planning? 
A26: Once an applicant is selected, HPD would support the selected 
Development Team’s request for pre-consideration by the DOB of this 
interpretation of the Zoning Resolution.    

 
Q27: Will the selected Phase II project have to go through ULURP? 
A27: No, Phase II projects will not go through ULURP.  Due to prior approvals 
pursuant to ULURP, including a zoning map amendment and the amendment to 
the ENY I URP, additional ULURP approvals are not required.  Proposals shall 
conform to current zoning, as additional zoning map amendments are not 
contemplated.  The Project will require Mayoral approval following a public 
hearing to be convened by the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services.   
 
 
Transportation 
 
Q28: Why weren’t elements of Vision Zero incorporated into this RFP? 
A28: A traffic study was conducted as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Statement (EAS) for the Livonia Phase I project that also included Phase II sites. 
That information was shared with the Department of Transportation.   
Additionally, once a developer has been designated, we may explore ways to 
incorporate elements of Vision Zero into the development.  
 
 
Wages 
 
Q29: Is prevailing wage a requirement in this project? 
A29: It is not a specific requirement of this RFP unless a funding source that 
mandates it is proposed. 
 
 

 
 



B. Contact Information – Contact Information is provided for those individuals 
who attended the pre-submission conference and indicated that they are willing 
to share their contact information. 
  



 
Last Name First Name Organization Email Phone

Ardito Matthew Georgia Green Ventures, LLc MatthewArdit@Georgicagreen.com 516-978-5200
Barahona Juan BFC jbarahona@bfcnyc.com 718-422-9999
Bednarczyk Richard Curtis Ginsberg Architects richard@cplusga.com 212-929-4417
Betts Christine Concern for Independent Living Chris@bettshousing.com 518-527-0181
Brito Alex RKTB Architects abrito@rktb.com  212.807.9500 x108  
Brown Ira L. Riso & Son Co,. Inc.  Ibrown@BriarwoodOrg.com 718-229-4300
Burke Donna Odyssey House, Inc. dburke@odysseyhouseinc.org 212-361-1695
Cameron Kimmel Hudson Husing Capital Kimmel.Cameron@HudsonHuosing.Com 917-617-8648
Clare Nicole M. Settlement Housing Fund, Inc. nclare@shfinc.org (212) 265-6530, ex.127
Cleghorn David HELP USA dcleghorn@helpusa.org 646-300-1357
Cohen Dan Housing Partnership dcohen@housingpartnership.com
Comerford Richard Consultant RLComerford@optonline.net 914-395-0412
Dorn Mary First Sterling mdorn@firststerling.com 516-869-7478
Ginsberg Mark Curtis + Ginsberg Mark@CPLUSGA.com 212-929-4417
Glasser Josh The Hudson Companies Inc. Jglasser@Hudsoninc.com 212-710-6023 
Govier Sarah Habitat for Humanity - New York City sgovier@habitatnyc.org (212) 991-4000 Ext. 332
Greenspan Richard RG Consulting Rgreenspan@ME.com 718-594-0125
Gross Matthew Lettire Mgross@lettire.com 212-996-6640
Hannah James Bright Power, Inc. jhannah@brightpower.com 212.803.5868 ext. 2106
Hoffmann Aaron D. Services for the UnderServed, Inc. 917.408.1638
Hunter Christine Magnusson Architecture and Planning chunter@maparchitects.com 212 253 7820 
Jaffe Lee The Hudson Companies Inc. ljaffe@hudsoninc.com 212-710-6033 
Jobe Olga Habitat for Humanity New York City ojobe@habitatnyc.org (212) 991-4000 Ext. 328
Kackmann Ellen Comunilife ekackmann@comunilife.org 212-219-1618
Kaufmann Gale Duvernay + Brooks gkaufman@duvernaybrooks.com
Keller Michael BRISA Builders Development Group MichaelKeller@BRISABuilders.com 718-774-6103
Knepper Stephanie SKA Marin stephknepper@skamarin.com 516-466-9581
Knight Carlton 212-812-6982
Korb Zach Common Ground Zkorb@commonground.org 212-389-9329
Kraus Ben Langan bKraus@Langan.com 212-479-5477
Kretchmer Andrea POKO Partners LLC Akretchmer@PokoMGT.com 917-747-8396
Lakini Priyta R/E priyta38@gmail.com 917-499-6500
Lauros Shai Cypress Hills Local Development CorpoShaiL@cypresshills.org 917-697-9856
Mandel Herbert L. MHG Architects, P.C. BSanchez@mhgarch.com  212 l 689 l 7070
Pineda Francisco Steeplechase Real Estate Dev Partners FP@SREIP.com 917-301-6338
Piscopia Anthony G. HAKS apiscopia@haks.net  212 747-1997 ext 807
Ramirez Blanca Hudson Housing Capital LLC blanca.ramirez@hudsonhousing.com (212) 218-4462
Randolph Marcus Community Builders mrandolph@tcbinc.org 973-954-3059
Reichberg Esteban CAMBA Housing Ventures EstebanR@CAMBA.org
Riso James L. Riso & Son Co,. Inc.  J.Riso@Briarwoodorg.com 718-229-4300
Romines Douglas Schwartz Architects Doug@schwartzarch.com 212-741-3021
Sanchez Gilbert APEX Building Company gsanchez@apexb.com 212-663-6288 Ext 124
Scheer Matt The Housing Collaborative LLC mattscheer@housingcollaborativellc.com
Sinderbrand Joy Washington Square Partners jsinderbrand@washsquare.com w 212-906-9090x206
Slaughter Janice Odyssey House, Inc. Jglenn@OdysseyHouseInc.org 917-492-2580
Speliotis Ismene MHANY Management, Inc. ispeliotis@mutualhousingny.org 718-246-8080 ext. 203
Stern Nathan Alembic Nstern@Warnkecc.com 212-566-5806
Stia Brett DHK Architects bstia11@gmail.com 212-967-4450
Tayeb Sally Universal Contracting Sally.Tayeb@universalcntr.com 212-385-4120
Todman Byron Neighborhood Housing Services of NYC  Byron_Todman@nhsnyc.org 212-519-2524  
Vukasinovic Novak Steeplechase Real Estate Dev Partners nv@sreip.com 646-241--9139
Wissak Steve POKO Partners LLC swissak@pokomgt.com 914-937-5152
Wong Thomas A. Larovere Consulting thomas.wong@alconsulting.us 212-292-8414
Yahiayan Jacob H. Continental Advisory Services, LLC jyahiayan@continentaladvisory.com (o) 212-572-6430
Yip Kerry Comunilife kyip@Comunilife.org 212-219-1618



 

 
 
C.  Guidelines for Approval of Projects within the Influence of Existing NYC 
Transit Structures – Enclosed is a copy of NYC Transit Guidelines for Projects 
within a close proximity to transit structures.   
  

























 

 
 
D. 2011 Enterprise Green Communities Overlay – Please print, complete, and 
submit Appendix H (Green Communities Overlay for HPD Projects) in Tab I.  Do 
not submit Form I (Intended Methods Excel workbook).   
 
  



2011 Enterprise Green Communities Criteria 
Certification Overlay for NYC HPD Projects - August 2012 

This overlay provides clarifications and instructions for the technical requirements for 
development projects required to certify through the Enterprise Green Communities 
Criteria, which are financed by the New York City Department of Housing Preservation 
and Development (HPD).   
 
To achieve Enterprise Green Communities Certification, all projects must achieve 
compliance with the Criteria's mandatory measures applicable to that construction type.  In 
addition, new construction projects must achieve 35 additional points, and rehabilitation 
projects must achieve 30 additional points.  This overlay requires that projects achieve 
respective points in the measures required by the HPD as outlined in the checklist below.   

 Together, the mandatory criteria along with the HPD required criteria represent the 
minimum threshold for a new construction or rehabilitation project financed by 
HPD, and represent 34 points.  

 New construction projects which require 35 points must select 1 additional point to 
meet the minimum requirement for certification.   

 Projects can elect to go beyond this minimum set of criteria to meet the 
development goals of the project by selecting additional optional points beyond 
measures required by HPD.   

 Projects that do not meet the "as of right" criteria for New York City, as projected 
for criteria 2.4 and 2.8, and fall below the respective point requirement, will have to 
implement alternate measures to achieve the point requirement for certification.     

 
This checklist summarizes the Green Communities Criteria and HPD's modifications and 
clarifications. Except as indicated below, projects should refer to the full 2011 Enterprise 
Green Communities Criteria for detailed guidance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEY 
M = Mandatory 
# =  Points required by HPD 
# =  Available optional points 

1: INTEGRATIVE DESIGN 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M  1.1a  Green Development Plan: Integrative Design Meeting(s) 
Conduct one or more integrative design meetings and submit a Green 
Development Plan or equivalent documentation. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 1.1b  Green Development Plan: Criteria Documentation 
Create design and construction documentation to include information on 
implementation of appropriate Enterprise Green Communities Criteria. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 2 1.2a  Universal Design (New Construction only) 

Design a minimum of 15% of the dwelling units (no fewer than one) in 
accordance with ICC /ANSI A117.1, Type A, Fully Accessible guidelines. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 2 or 3 1.2b  Universal Design (Substantial and Moderate Rehab only) 
Design a minimum of 10% of the dwelling units (no fewer than one) in 
accordance with ICC /ANSI A117.1, Type A, Fully Accessible guidelines [2 

points] and, for an additional point, the remainder of the ground-floor units and 
elevator-reachable units should have accessible unit entrances. 

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

2: LOCATION + NEIGHBORHOOD FABRIC 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M   2.1  Sensitive Site Protection (New Construction only) 
Do not locate new development, including buildings, built structures, roads, or 
other parking areas, on portions of sites that meet any of the following 
provisions: 
• Land within 100 feet of wetlands, including isolated wetlands or streams 
• Land on slope greater than 15% 
• Land with prime soils, unique soils, or soils of state significance  
• Public parkland  
• Land that is specifically identified as habitat for any species on federal or 

state threatened or endangered lists  
• Land with elevation at or below the 100-year floodplain2: Location + 

Neighborhood Fabric 
 
 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Infill sites and previously developed sites are exempt from all provisions. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M  2.2  Connections to Existing Development and Infrastructure  
(New Construction only, except for projects located on rural tribal lands, in 
colonias communities, or in communities of population less than 10,000) 
Locate project on a site with access to existing roads, water, sewers, and 
other infrastructure within or contiguous to existing development. Connect the 
project to the pedestrian grid.  



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M  2.3  Compact Development (New Construction only) 
Design and build the project to a density of at least: 

• Urban /Small Cities: 10 dwelling units per acre, or at least 75% of 
surrounding net residential density, whichever is greater 

• Suburban / Mid-Size Towns: 7 dwelling units per acre, or at least 75% of 
surrounding net residential density, whichever is greater 

• Rural / Tribal / Small Towns: 5 units per acre for detached or semi-detached  
housing; 10 units per acre for townhomes; 15 units per acre for apartments 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 5 or 6 2.4  Compact Development 
HPD Required Design and build the project to a density of at least: 

• Urban /Small Cities: 15 dwelling units per acre, or at least 75% of 
surrounding net residential density, whichever is greater [5 points] 

• Suburban / Mid-Size Towns: 10 dwelling units per acre, or at least 75% of  
surrounding net residential density, whichever is greater [6 points] 

• Rural / Tribal / Small Towns: 7.5 units per acre for detached or semi-
detached  housing; 12 units per acre for townhomes; 20 units per acre for 
apartments [6 points] 

 
 HPD Overlay: Modification  

Most HPD projects will meet this requirement as of right.  HPD rehab projects 
with no change in unit count are ineligible for these points.   

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M  2.5  Proximity to Services (New Construction only) 

Locate the project within: 

• Urban /Small Cities: a 0.25-mile walk distance of at least two OR a 0.5-mile 
walk distance of at least four of the list of facilities 

• Suburban / Mid-Size Towns: a 0.5-mile walk distance of at least three OR a 
1-mile walk distance of at least six of the list of facilities 

• Rural / Tribal / Small Towns: two miles of at least two of the list of facilities 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M  2.6  Preservation of and Access to Open Space: Rural / Tribal / Small 
  Towns Only (New Construction only) 

Set aside a minimum of 10% of the total project acreage as open space for 
use by residents OR locate project within a 0.25-mile walk distance of 
dedicated public open space that is a minimum of 0.75 acres 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 This criteria does not apply to projects in New York City. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 3 max 2.7  Preservation of and Access to Open Space 
 Set aside a percentage of the total project acreage as open space for use by  

residents: 20% [1 point]; 30% [2 points]; and 40% + written statement of 
preservation / conservation policy for set-aside land [3 points] 

 
 
 
 
 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 5  2.8  Access to Public Transportation 
HPD Required  Locate the project within: 

• Urban /Small Cities: a 0.5-mile walk distance of combined transit services  
(bus, rail, and ferry) constituting 76 or more transit rides per weekday and 
32 or more transit rides on the weekend 

• Suburban / Mid-Size Towns: a 0.5-mile walk distance of combined transit 
services (bus, rail, and ferry) constituting 60 or more transit rides per 
weekday and some type of weekend ride option 

• Rural / Tribal / Small Towns: 5-mile distance of either a vehicle share 
program, a dial-a-ride program, an employer van pool, or public–private 
regional transportation 

 
HPD Overlay: 
Most HPD projects will meet this criteria as of right. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 5  2.9  Walkable Neighborhoods: Connections to Surrounding Neighborhood—  
  Rural / Tribal / Small Towns 

Connect the project to public spaces, open spaces, and adjacent development 
by providing at least three separate connections from the project to sidewalks 
or pathways in surrounding neighborhoods and natural areas. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 This criteria does not apply to projects in New York City. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 7 max 2.10  Smart Site Location: Passive Solar Heating / Cooling 
  Demonstrate a building with a passive solar design, orientation, and shading 
  that meet specified guidelines. Select one:  

• Single building — New Construction [7 points] 

• Multiple buildings — New Construction [7 points] 

• Moderate or Substantial Rehab [7 points] 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 2 2.11  Brownfield or Adaptive Reuse Site 
Locate the project on a brownfield or adaptive reuse site. Select either: 
adaptive reuse site [2 points] or brownfield remediation [2 points] 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 6 2.12  Access to Fresh, Local Foods 
Pursue one of three options to provide residents and staff with access to fresh, 
local foods, including neighborhood farms and gardens; community-supported 
agriculture; proximity to farmers market. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 4 2.13  LEED for Neighborhood Development Certification 
Locate the project in a Stage 2 Pre-Certified LEED for Neighborhood 
Development plan or a Stage 3 LEED for Neighborhood Development 
Certified Neighborhood Development. 

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 



3: SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 3.1  Environmental Remediation 
Conduct an environmental site assessment to determine whether any 
hazardous materials are present on site. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
New Construction, Third Party Transfer, and Participation Loan Program 
projects require Phase 1 Environmental Assessments. All other projects 
should comply with the applicable environmental assessment requirements of 
the HPD programs. Projects not producing Phase 1 reports should submit a 
memo outlining the assessment and remediation measures taken. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE   M 3.2  Erosion and Sedimentation Control (Except for infill sites with buildable       

area smaller than one acre) 
Implement EPA’s Best Management Practices for erosion and sedimentation 
control during construction. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 3.3  Low-Impact Development (New Construction only) 
Projects located on greenfields must meet the list of low-impact development 
criteria. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 3.4  Landscaping 
Provide new plants (including trees, shrubs, and ground cover) such that at 
least 50% of area available for landscaping is planted with native or adaptive 
species, all new plants are appropriate to the site’s soil and microclimate, and 
none of the new plants is an invasive species. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 3.5  Efficient Irrigation and Water Reuse 
If irrigation is utilized, install an efficient irrigation or water reuse system. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Recommendation 
 Sub-meter the exterior hose connection or irrigation system. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE 2 or 6 3.6  Surface Stormwater Management 
Retain, infiltrate, and /or harvest stormwater on site. Select only one: partial 
stormwater retention [2 points] or full stormwater retention [6 points] 
 

   

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 

 

 



4: WATER CONSERVATION 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE M 4.1  Water-Conserving Fixtures 

Install or retrofit water-conserving fixtures in all units and any common facilities 
with the following specifications: Toilets — 1.28 gpf; Urinals — 0.5 gpf; 

Showerheads — 2.0 gpm; Kitchen faucets — 2.0 gpm; Bathroom faucets — 1.5 
gpm 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 HPD funded projects using the HPD Standard Specifications must meet: 

 
 Toilets – 1.28 gpf 
 Showerheads – 1.5 gpm 
 Kitchen faucets – 1.5 gpm 
 Bathroom faucets – 0.5 gpm 
 Urinals – 0.5 gpf  

 
 HPD Overlay: Modification 

Any toilet specified must have a minimum rating of 750g from the Maximum 
Performance (MaP) Testing program.  

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE   6 max 4.2  Advanced Water-Conserving Appliances and Fixtures  

HPD Required  Install or retrofit water-conserving fixtures in all units and any common facilities 
with the following specifications: 

 Toilets – 1.2 gpf 
 Showerheads – 1.5 gpm 
 Kitchen faucets – 1.5 gpm 
 Bathroom faucets – 0.5 gpm 

 
Toilets [2 points] 
Showerheads [2 points] 
Faucets — kitchen and bathroom [2 points] 

 
 HPD Overlay Clarification:  

New York City projects using the HPD Standard Specification will achieve 4 
points in this category for showerheads and kitchen and bathroom faucets.  
While projects are required to meet the flow rates from showerheads and 
faucets in this criteria, projects may elect to optionally achieve the 1.2 gpf for 
toilets.  Any toilet specified must have a minimum rating of 750g from the 
Maximum Performance (MaP) Testing program.    

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    4 4.3  Water Reuse 
 Harvest, treat, and reuse rainwater and /or greywater to meet a portion of the 

project’s water needs. 
• 10% reuse [1 point] • 30% reuse [3 points] 
• 20% reuse [2 points] • 40% reuse [4 points] 

  

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 



5: ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.1a  Building Performance Standard: Single Family and Multifamily (three  
stories or fewer) (New Construction only) 
Certify the project under ENERGY STAR New Homes. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
In cases where a single project includes low-rise buildings and two or more 
multifamily buildings of four stories or more,  the project may choose to apply 
the specifications, work scope, and verification standards of the multifamily 
buildings in lieu of this criteria. 
 
Such projects must meet the following characteristics: 
1. Two or more multifamily buildings of four stories or more in the same project 

will comply with 5.1b 
2. The combined unit count of the low-rise buildings is 25% or less of the total 

project unit count 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.1b  Building Performance Standard: Multifamily (four stories or more) 
  (New Construction only) 

Demonstrate compliance with EPA’s Multifamily High-Rise program (MFHR) 
using either the prescriptive or the performance pathway. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
Enterprise requires that projects follow the MFHR program standards, but 
does not require projects be submitted to EPA for certification.   
 
NYSERDA Multifamily Performance Program (MPP) New Construction 
component projects meet the requirements of 5.1b automatically, as MPP NC 
is a New York State implementation of MFHR. 
 
Projects that do not submit to the EPA and not part of NYSERDA MPP must 
follow the verification protocols specified by Enterprise.  

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.1c  Building Performance Standard: Single Family and Multifamily (three 
stories or fewer) (Substantial and Moderate Rehab only) 
Demonstrate that the final energy performance of the building is equivalent to 
a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index of 85. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
In cases where a single project includes low-rise buildings and two or more 
multifamily buildings of four stories or more, the project may choose to apply 
the specifications, work scope, and verification standards of the multifamily 
buildings in lieu of this criteria. 
 
Such projects must meet the following characteristics: 
1. Two or more multifamily buildings of  four stories or more in the same 

project will comply with 5.1d 
2. The combined unit count of the low-rise buildings is 25% or less of the total 

project unit count 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.1d  Building Performance Standard: Multifamily (four stories or more)  
  (Substantial and Moderate Rehab only) 

Demonstrate that the final energy performance of the building is equivalent to 
ASHRAE 90.1-2007. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
 NYSERDA Multifamily Performance Program (MPP) Existing Buildings 
 projects may substitute the MPP EB performance requirements for 5.1d.  

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    15 max  5.2  Additional Reductions in Energy Use  
Improve whole-building energy performance by percentage increment above 
baseline building performance standard for additional points.  

  
 HPD Overlay: Modification 
 NYSERDA Multifamily Performance Program (MPP) Existing Buildings 

component projects may claim these additional points if  the project model 
demonstrates that the final energy performance exceeds ASHRAE 90.1-2007. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.3  Sizing of Heating and Cooling Equipment and Ducts 
Size heating and cooling equipment in accordance with the Air Conditioning 
Contractors of America (ACCA) Manuals, Parts J, S, and D, or ASHRAE 
handbooks. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.4  ENERGY STAR Appliances 
If providing appliances, install ENERGY STAR–labeled clothes washers, 
dishwashers, and refrigerators. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.5a  Efficient Lighting: Interior Units 
Install efficient interior lighting, appropriate for project type, either ENERGY 
STAR Advanced Lighting Package (ALP) or lighting specified in EPA’s MFHR 
program. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Projects may use fixtures that are not ENERGY STAR qualified by  
 demonstrating equivalent energy performance. 
 

Technical specifications to demonstrate ENERGY STAR equivalency are 
located on the ENERGY STAR website at: 
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=product_specs.pt_product_specs 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.5b  Efficient Lighting: Common Areas and Emergency Lighting            
(All Multifamily projects) 
Install efficient lighting in common areas and for emergency lighting, 
appropriate for project type. For multifamily projects with three stories or fewer, 
install ENERGY STAR–labeled fixtures, LEDs, T8 fixtures with electronic 
ballasts or better, or equivalent. For multifamily projects with four stories or 
more, install lighting specified in EPA’s MFHR program. 
 

  
 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Projects may use fixtures that are not ENERGY STAR labeled by  
 demonstrating equivalent energy performance.  
 

Technical specifications to demonstrate ENERGY STAR equivalency are 
located on the ENERGY STAR website at: 
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=product_specs.pt_product_specs 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=product_specs.pt_product_specs
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=product_specs.pt_product_specs


 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.5c  Efficient Lighting: Exterior 
Install efficient exterior lighting, appropriate for project type: either ENERGY 
STAR compact fluorescents or LEDs, or lighting specified in EPA’s MFHR 
program. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Exterior lights must be full cut-off, Dark Sky approved fixtures, or project must  
 document intent to eliminate light trespass through design. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 5.6a  Electricity Meter (New Construction and Substantial Rehab only) 
Install individual or sub-metered electric meters in all dwelling units. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    3 5.6b  Electricity Meter (Moderate Rehab only) 
Install individual or sub-metered electric meters in all dwelling units. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    12 max 5.7a  Renewable Energy 
Install photovoltaic (PV) panels, wind turbines, or other electric-generating 
renewable energy source to provide a specified percentage of the project’s 
estimated energy demand. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    1 or 2  5.7b  Photovoltaic / Solar Hot Water Ready 
Site, design, engineer, and /or plumb the development to accommodate 
installation of photovoltaic (PV) or solar hot water system in the future. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Projects are urged to implement a solar-ready design. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5  5.8  Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
Site, design, engineer, and wire the development to accommodate installation 
of smart meters and /or be able to interface with smart grid systems in the 
future. 
 

  

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 

 

 

 



6: MATERIALS BENEFICIAL TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 6.1  Low / No VOC Paints and Primers 
All interior paints and primers must be less than or equal to the following VOC 
levels: Flats — 50 g/L; Non-flats — 50 g/L; Floor — 100 g/L 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 6.2  Low / No VOC Adhesives and Sealants 
All adhesives must comply with Rule 1168 of the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District. All caulks and sealants must comply with regulation 8, 
rule 51, of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
This requirement applies only to interior caulks and sealants, where 'interior' is 
defined to be anything on the inside of the weather barrier. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 6.3  Construction Waste Management 
Commit to following a waste management plan that reduces non-hazardous 
construction and demolition waste by at least 25% by weight through recycling, 
salvaging, or diversion strategies. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 All HPD projects meet this requirement as of right based on NYC average  
 construction waste diversion rates. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5 max 6.4  Construction Waste Management: Optional 
 Determine percentage of waste diversion and earn all points below that  
 threshold: 

• 35% waste diversion [1 point] 
• 45% waste diversion [1 point] 
• 55% waste diversion [1 point] 
• 65% waste diversion [1 point] 
• 75% waste diversion [1 point] 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
Projects are strongly urged to implement this measure.  Projects meeting this 
optional criteria must provide supporting documentation of a specific strategy 
to meet the diversion rates - points will not be awarded based on average 
diversion rates.  Projects not meeting criteria 2.4 Compact Development as of 
right may choose to implement this measure.  

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5  6.5  Recycling Storage for Multifamily Project 
HPD Required Provide one or more easily accessible, permanent areas for the collection and 

storage of materials for recycling. 
 HPD Overlay:  
 All projects must meet this requirement. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5 max 6.6  Recycled Content Material 
Incorporate building materials that are composed of at least 25% post-
consumer recycled content or at least 50% post-industrial recycled content. 
Select from the following: 
• Framing materials [1 point] 
• Exterior materials: siding, masonry, roofing [1 point] 
• Concrete / cement and aggregate [1 point] 

• Drywall / interior sheathing [1 point] 
• Flooring materials [1 point] 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5 max 6.7  Regional Material Selection 
Use products that were extracted, processed, and manufactured within 500 
miles of the home or building for a minimum of 50% of the building material 
value (based on cost). Select any or all of these options: 
• Framing materials [1 point] 
• Exterior materials: siding, masonry, roofing [1 point] 
• Concrete / cement and aggregate [1 point] 

• Drywall / interior sheathing [1 point] 
• Flooring materials [1 point] 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5  6.8  Certified, Salvaged, and Engineered Wood Products 
Commit to using wood products and materials of at least 25% that are (by 
cost): FSC-certified, salvaged products, or engineered framing materials 
without urea-formaldehyde binders. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    1 or 3  6.9a  Reduced Heat-Island Effect: Roofing 
HPD Required Use Energy Star–compliant roofing or install a “green” (vegetated) roof for at 

least 50% of the roof area. Select only one: cool roof [3 points] or green roof [1 
point] 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
 All projects must install a cool roof over 100% of the roof area, or a  
 combination of a cool roof and a green roof covering 75% of the roof area. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    2 6.9b  Reduced Heat-Island Effect: Paving 

Use light-colored, high-albedo materials and /or an open-grid pavement, with a 
minimum solar reflectance of 0.3, over at least 50% of the site’s hardscaped 
area. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Projects are strongly urged to implement this measure. 
 

  

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 

7: HEALTHY LIVING ENVIRONMENT 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.1  Composite Wood Products that Emit Low/ No Formaldehyde 
All composite wood products must be certified compliant with California 93120. 
If using a composite wood product that does not comply with California 93120, 
all exposed edges and sides must be sealed with low-VOC sealants. 
 
 
 

 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.2  Environmentally Preferable Flooring 
Do not install carpets in entryways, laundry rooms, bathrooms, 
kitchens / kitchenettes, utility rooms, and all rooms of ground-connected floors. 
Any carpet products used must meet the Carpet and Rug Institute’s Green 
Label or Green Label Plus certification for carpet, pad, and carpet adhesives. 
Any hard surface flooring products used must be either ceramic tile, unfinished 
hardwood floors, OR in compliance with the Scientific Certification System’s 
FloorScore program criteria. 

 
 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 Hard surface flooring products may be pre-finished environmentally preferable  
 materials, such as bamboo. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    4  7.3  Environmentally Preferable Flooring: Alternative Sources 
Use non-vinyl, non-carpet floor coverings in all rooms of building. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.4a  Exhaust Fans: Bathroom (New Construction and Substantial Rehab 

only) 
Install Energy Star–labeled bathroom fans that exhaust to the outdoors, are 
connected to a light switch, and are equipped with a humidistat sensor, timer, 
or other control (e.g., occupancy sensor, delay off switch, ventilation 
controller). 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
 All new construction projects with mechanical exhaust ventilation must specify  
 properly sealed ductwork and specify a means of exhaust balancing. Constant  
 Airflow Regulators are recommended.  
  
 All substantial rehab projects with existing central exhaust ventilation systems 
 must specify cleaning, sealing, balancing, and right-sizing roof-top fans. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    6 7.4b  Exhaust Fans: Bathroom (Moderate Rehab only) 
Install Energy Star–labeled bathroom fans that exhaust to the outdoors, are 
connected to a light switch, and are equipped with a humidistat sensor, timer, 
or other control (e.g., occupancy sensor, delay off switch, ventilation 
controller). 

 
 HPD Overlay: Modification 

All projects with existing mechanical exhaust ventilation must calculate 
cost/benefit of cleaning, sealing, balancing, and right-sizing roof-top fans.  
 
1. Roof fans up to 300 design cfm must be direct-drive and variable-speed 

control with speed controller mounted near the fan. 
2. Roof fans between 300-2000 design cfm must be direct-drive, variable-

speed control, and ECM, with speed controllers mounted near the fan. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.5a  Exhaust Fans: Kitchen (New Construction and Substantial Rehab only) 
Install power-vented fans or range hoods that exhaust to the exterior at the 
appropriate cfm rate, per ASHRAE 62.2, or install a central ventilation system 
with rooftop fans that meet efficiency criteria: 
 
HPD Overlay: Modification 
1. Roof fans up to 300 design cfm must be direct-drive and variable-speed 

control with speed controller mounted near the fan. 
2. Roof fans between 300-2000 design cfm must be direct-drive, variable-

speed control, and ECM, with speed controllers mounted near the fan. 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    6 7.5b  Exhaust Fans: Kitchen (Moderate Rehab only) 
Install power-vented fans or range hoods that exhaust to the exterior at the 
appropriate cfm rate, per ASHRAE 62.2, or install a central ventilation system 
with rooftop fans that meet efficiency criteria. 

 
HPD Overlay: Modification 
1. Roof fans up to 300 design cfm must be direct-drive and variable-speed 

control with speed controller mounted near the fan. 
2. Roof fans between 300-2000 design cfm must be direct-drive, variable-

speed control, and ECM, with speed controllers mounted near the fan. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.6a  Ventilation (New Construction and Substantial Rehab only) 
Install a ventilation system for the dwelling unit capable of providing adequate 
fresh air per ASHRAE requirements for the building type. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
New construction multifamily projects with central ventilation systems must 
establish ventilation rates for bathrooms, kitchens, and units based on 
ASHRAE 62.2-2010 requirements. Using these ventilation levels, Install a 
centralized ventilation system that is balanced to run at the required ASHRAE 
62.2-2010 levels for each unit and 62.1-2010 levels for common spaces. 
Provide calculations and information on controls used to achieve the 
residential in-unit ventilation requirement. 
  
All substantial rehab projects with existing central exhaust ventilation systems               
must specify cleaning, sealing, balancing, and right-sizing roof-top fans to 
meet the requirements of 62.2-2010 and 62.1-2010 for residential units and 
common areas, respectively. 
 
1. Roof fans up to 300 design cfm must be direct-drive and variable-speed 

control with speed controller mounted near the fan. 
2. Roof fans between 300-2000 design cfm must be direct-drive, variable-

speed control, and ECM, with speed controllers mounted near the fan. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    5 7.6b  Ventilation (Moderate Rehab only) 
Install a ventilation system for the dwelling unit capable of providing adequate 
fresh air per ASHRAE requirements for the building type. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Modification 
 All projects with existing mechanical exhaust ventilation must calculate  
 cost/benefit of cleaning, sealing, balancing, and right-sizing roof-top fans. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.7  Clothes Dryer Exhaust 
Clothes dryers must be exhausted directly to the outdoors using rigid-type duct 
work. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.8  Combustion Equipment 
Specify power-vented or closed-combustion equipment when installing new 
space and water-heating equipment in New Construction and any Substantial 
and Moderate Rehab projects. 
 
 

 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.9a  Mold Prevention: Water Heaters 
Provide adequate drainage for water heaters that includes drains or catch 
pans with drains piped to the exterior of the dwelling. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.9b  Mold Prevention: Surfaces 
In bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry rooms, use materials that have durable, 
cleanable surfaces. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.9c  Mold Prevention: Tub and Shower Enclosures 
Use non–paper-faced backing materials such as cement board, fiber cement 
board, or equivalent in bathrooms. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.10  Vapor Barrier Strategies (New Construction and Rehab Projects with 

foundation work only) 
Install vapor barriers that meet specified criteria appropriate for the foundation 
type. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.11  Radon Mitigation (New Construction and Substantial Rehab only) 
For New Construction in EPA Zone 1 and 2 areas, install passive radon-
resistant features below the slab. For Substantial Rehab projects in those 
Zones, test for the presence of radon and mitigate if elevated levels exist. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.12  Water Drainage (New Construction and Rehab projects replacing 

assemblies called out in Criterion only) 
Provide drainage of water away from windows, walls, and foundations by 
implementing list of techniques. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.13  Garage Isolation 
Follow list of criteria for projects with garages, including: provide a continuous 
air barrier between the conditioned (living) space and any garage space to 
prevent the migration of any contaminants into the living space, and install a 
CO alarm inside the house in the room with a door to the garage and outside 
all sleeping areas. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.14  Integrated Pest Management 
Seal all wall, floor, and joint penetrations with low-VOC caulking or other 
appropriate sealing methods to prevent pest entry. 
 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 7.15  Lead-Safe Work Practices (Moderate and Substantial Rehab only) 
For properties built before 1978, use lead-safe work practices consistent with 
the EPA’s Renovation, Repair, and Painting Regulation and applicable HUD 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 



____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    9  7.16  Smoke-Free Building 
Implement and enforce a no smoking policy in all common, individual living 
areas, and with a 25-foot perimeter around the exterior of all residential 
buildings. 
 

 HPD Overlay: Clarification 
Learn about the benefits of implementing a smoke free building. 
  Owners see reductions in property damage and turnover costs, and the 

potential for insurance savings by decreasing the likelihood of a fire.   
  Residents enjoy breathing cleaner, healthier air in their homes and in 

common areas such as hallways, lobbies and stairwells.  
Resources to learn about effective strategies are available through the NYC 
Health Department Smoke-Free Housing Kit: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/epi/smoke-free-housing.shtml 

 ______ SUBTOTAL POINTS 

8: OPERATIONS + MAINTENANCE 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 8.1  Building Maintenance Manual (All Multifamily Projects) 
Provide a building maintenance manual that addresses maintenance 
schedules and other specific instructions related to the building’s green 
features. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 8.2  Resident Manual 
Provide a guide for homeowners and renters that explain the intent, benefits, 
use, and maintenance of green building features. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    M 8.3  Resident and Property Manager Orientation 
Provide a comprehensive walk-through and orientation for residents and 
property managers using the appropriate building maintenance or resident’s 
manual. 

____YES ____NO ____MAYBE    12 8.4  Project Data Collection and Monitoring System 
HPD Required Collect and monitor project performance data on energy, water, and, if 

possible, healthy living environments for a minimum of five years. 
 HPD Overlay: Modification 

New construction projects are required to implement this criteria. Substantial 
and moderate rehab projects are required to set up a benchmarking account 
for owner-paid utilities with Step 1 (pre-construction) certification request, and 
to meet the tenant account requirement during lease-up and lease renewals.  
This requirement may be met through setting up an account with a 
benchmarking software provider for the required five year minimum period.  

 

 ______ SUBTOTAL  POINTS 

 

______ TOTAL  POINTS 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/epi/smoke-free-housing.shtml


 

 
 
E. Financing Proposal – The Instructions page for the Financing Proposal 
(Form K) has been updated.  Please download the most recent version of Form 
K from HPD’s website: http://www.nyc.gov/html/hpd/html/developers/Livonia-Ave-
Initiative-Phase2.shtml  
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/hpd/html/developers/Livonia-Ave-Initiative-Phase2.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/hpd/html/developers/Livonia-Ave-Initiative-Phase2.shtml

