
 

 

 
CITY OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Notice of Adoption of Amendments to Rules Regarding Certifications of No Harassment 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority vested in the Commissioner of the 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") by sections 1043 and 1802 of 
the New York City Charter and sections 27-2093.1, and 28-505.3 of the Administrative Code of 
the City of New York, HPD is adopting amendments to Chapter 53 of Title 28 of the Rules of the 
City of New York regarding the Certification of No Harassment Pilot Program. 

 
 

Statement of Basis and Purpose 
 

The adopted rules amend Chapter 53 of Title 28 of the Rules of the City of New York, 
concerning the Certification of No Harassment Pilot Program. The City Council recently 
amended the Pilot Program by passing Local Law 140 of 2021, and these adopted rules reflect 
that new local law.  A public hearing on the rules was held on April 28, 2022. 
 
The adopted rules amend the Pilot Program’s coverage of construction by excluding interior 
demolition of occupied units to repair such units, where the Commissioner of the Department of 
Buildings has determined that issuance of a construction permit is necessary to perform work to 
protect public health and safety because the health and safety issues have already resulted in a 
violation issued by a City agency.   
 
The adopted rules also amend which buildings may be included in the Pilot Program. Under the  
rules, any building with six or more units that meets the Building Quality Index in any City 
community district may be included. Any building where an administrator has been discharged 
under article 7-A of the Real Property Actions and Proceedings Law may also be included, 
unless such building is the subject of a loan provided by or through the Department or the New 
York City Housing Development Corporation for the purpose of rehabilitation. Buildings in the 
Department’s Alternative Enforcement Program (AEP) may be included only when they have 
been discharged from the AEP. And buildings that are the subject of a full vacate order may not 
be included if the vacate order was due to a fire in the building.  
 
The adopted rules also specify that if (1) the Department of Buildings issues a stop-work order 
or rescinds or revokes an approval of construction documents at HPD’s request because of 
work without a permit or a required certification of no harassment (CONH), or (2) HPD denies a 
CONH, such stop-work order, rescission, revocation or denial is deemed to be a finding of 
harassment, and the CONH is to be denied or rescinded and the building restored to its legal 
configuration.   
 
Finally, the adopted rules clarify the new effective date of the law for the purpose of the five-year 
look back period applicable to investigations for harassment.   
  
New material is underlined. 
[Deleted material is bracketed] 
 



 

 

“Shall” and “must” denote mandatory requirements and may be used interchangeably in the 
rules of this department, unless otherwise specified or unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise. 
 
 
Section 1. Section 53-01 of chapter 53 of title 28 of the rules of the city of New York is amended 
to read as follows: 
 
§53-01 Definitions 

 
Covered Categories of Work. The term "Covered Categories of Work" means the following 
types of construction or other work that require a building owner to obtain a Certification of No 
Harassment prior to approval of construction documents by the Department of Buildings:  
      (1)   demolition of all or part of the Pilot Program Building, other than interior demolition 
conducted in the course of renovation of occupied units to repair such units where the 
commissioner of the department of buildings determines that issuance of such permit is 
necessary to perform work to protect public health and safety and where such health and safety 
issues have resulted in a violation being issued by the department, the department of 
buildings, or any other city agency;  
      (2)   change of use or occupancy of all or part of a dwelling unit, any residential portion of 
the Pilot Program Building, or any part of such building serving such dwelling units;  
      (3)   any alteration resulting in the addition or removal of kitchens or bathrooms, an increase 
or decrease in the number of dwelling units, or any change to the layout, configuration, or 
location of any portion of any dwelling unit;  
      (4)   an application for a new or amended certificate of occupancy; and  
      (5)    removal of a central heating system and replacement with an individually metered 
heating system, provided that this type of work shall be considered a Covered Category of Work 
for any plan approval or any application for a permit or renewal of a permit submitted to the 
Department of Buildings on and after September 1, 2019.  
 
§2. Section 53-02 of chapter 53 of title 28 of the rules of the city of New York is amended to 
read as follows: 
 
§53-02 Pilot Program List 
 
 (1)   A Pilot Program List will be provided by the Department on its website[, and the initial Pilot 
Program List will published in the City Record] and may be amended and republished as 
necessary to include additional multiple dwellings.  
    
(2)   The criteria used to select buildings to be included on the Pilot Program List shall include:  
       
(a)   Buildings with scores on the Building Qualification Index indicating significant distress as 
determined by the Department[, and located within:  
         (i)   Bronx community district 4,  
         (ii)   Bronx community district 5,  
         (iii)   Bronx community district 7,  
         (iv)   Brooklyn community district 3,  
         (v)   Brooklyn community district 4,  
         (vi)   Brooklyn community district 5,  
         (vii)   Brooklyn community district 16,  



 

 

         (viii)   Manhattan community district 9,  
         (ix)   Manhattan community district 11,  
         (x)   Manhattan community district 12,  
         (xi)   Queens community district 14, and  
         (xii)   Any community district where any part of such district is subject to a City-sponsored 
Neighborhood-wide Rezoning after December 31, 2017. Such community district will be added 
to the Pilot Program List and included on the Pilot Program List on the Department's website 
within 30 days after it is designated];  
       

(b)   Buildings where a full vacate order has been issued by the Department or by the 
Department of Buildings within the five-year period prior to [July 24. 2018] October 31, 2021, 
except where such vacate order was issued due to a fire;  
       

(c)   Buildings where there has been active participation in the Department's alternative 
enforcement program pursuant to an order issued by the Department [for more than four 
months since February 1, 2016 and the Department has determined that an order will be issued] 
that have been discharged from such program on or after October 31, 2021, as of the date of 
the discharge determination by the Department. A building will be added to the Pilot Program 
List and included on the Pilot Program List on the Department's website within 30 days after it is 
[identified for issuance of an order by the Department] discharged from the program; and  
       

(d)   Buildings where there has been a final determination by New York State Homes 
and Community Renewal or any court having jurisdiction that one or more acts of Harassment 
were committed at such building after [September 27, 2013] October 31, 2016. A building will be 
added to the Pilot Program List and included on the Pilot Program List on the Department's 
website within 30 days after it is identified as having been the subject of such determination, 
provided, however that where such final determination was made on default judgment, and such 
default is opened by the court having jurisdiction, such building will be removed from the Pilot 
Program List within 30 days of notification by the owner unless such building meets other 
criteria for inclusion on such list.  
  

(e) Buildings where an administrator has been discharged under article 7-A of the real 
property actions and proceedings law on or after October 31, 2021, as of the date of the court 
order discharging such administrator, unless such building is the subject of a loan provided by 
or through the department or the New York city housing development corporation for the 
purpose of rehabilitation that includes, but is not limited to, electric, heating, plumbing, roofing, 
windows, or another major component of the building. A building will be added to the Pilot 
Program List and included on the Pilot Program List on the Department's website within 30 days 
after the date of the court order. 

 
 

§3. Section 53-03 of chapter 53 of title 28 of the rules of the city of New York is amended to 
read as follows: 
 
§ 53-03 Criteria for the Building Qualification Index. 
 
The criteria used to evaluate prospective Pilot Program Buildings for distress shall include:  
   (1)   The number of open and closed hazardous and immediately hazardous violations of the 
housing maintenance code per adjusted dwelling unit that were issued by the Department within 
the five-year period prior to [July 24, 2018] October 31, 2021, rated on a range of values from 
zero to ten. For the purposes of this section, "adjusted dwelling unit" refers to the natural 



 

 

logarithm of dwelling units in the building, calculated in order to limit underweighting of serious 
building-wide violations in very large buildings.  
   (2)   The total amount of paid or unpaid emergency repair charges per adjusted dwelling unit 
levied against the building within the five-year period prior to [July 24, 2018] October 31, 2021, 
rated on a range of values from zero to ten.  
   (3)   The ratings in this section are based on the number of standard deviations above the 
average at the time of evaluation. Buildings above such average score 2.5 points, and an 
additional 2.5 points for each of up to 3 standard deviations above the average. The following 
scores will result in placement of a building on the Pilot Program List:  
      (a)   Buildings with no ownership changes within a five-year period prior to [July 24, 2018] 
October 31, 2021, and a combined score of 15 or more for criteria in subdivisions (1) and (2) of 
this section;  
      (b)   Buildings with one ownership change within a five-year period prior to [July 24, 2018] 
October 31, 2021 and a combined score of ten or more for criteria in subdivisions (1) and (2) of 
this section; and  
      (c)   Buildings with two or more ownership changes within a five-year period prior to [July 24, 
2018] October 31, 2021, and a combined score of five or more for criteria in subdivisions (1) and 
(2) of this section.  
 
§4. Chapter 53 of title 28 of the rules of the city of New York is amended by adding a new 
section 53-13 to read as follows: 
 
    §53-13 Issuance of Stop Work Order, or Rescission or Revocation of Construction Document 
Approval on Request, or Denial of Certification of No Harassment  
 
(1) Where the Department of Buildings issues a stop-work order or rescinds or revokes an 
approval of construction documents at the request of the Department pursuant to section 28-
505.8 for work without a permit or the required certification of no harassment, or where the 
Department denies a certification of no harassment pursuant to subparagraph (C) of paragraph 
(5) of subdivision d of administrative code 27-2093.1, such stop-work notice, rescission or 
revocation, or denial, shall be deemed to be a finding of harassment in violation of subdivision d 
of section 27-2005, and the certification of no harassment shall be denied or rescinded, as 
applicable, and the building shall be restored to its legal configuration prior to commencement of 
such work. 
 
§5. This rule shall take effect immediately. 


