
 

 

 

 

Date: 11/20/2018

LPC Docket #: LPC-19-31988

LPC Action: Approved

Action required by other agencies:

Permit Type: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

                         An Italian Renaissance Revival department store building. Application is to construct a rooftop addition, 
modify the roof, replace storefront infill, install marquees, signage, lighting, and create new window openings.

Address: 424-434 Fifth Avenue, aka 1-11 West 38th Street, 2-14 West 39th Street - Lord & Taylor Building

Borough: Manhattan

Block: 840 Lot: 42

Historic District: Individual Landmark

COMMISSION FINDINGS

Pursuant to Section 25-307 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, the Commission APPROVED the proposal, 
finding:

-that the removal of the existing rooftop bulkheads, mechanical equipment, brick chimney, and skylights will not 
eliminate any significant architectural or historic features of the building;
-that the removal of the large western bulkhead will allow portions historic brick and terra cotta elevator bulkhead to be 
re-exposed;
-that the new two-story rooftop addition featuring glass curtain walls, metal piers, and a perforated copper mechanical 
enclosure will only be minimally visible from a limited vantage point from the west on 39th Street, at an oblique angle, 
over the east secondary façade and in context with taller neighboring buildings and other larger rooftop accretions, and 
will not call undue attention to itself;
-that two (2) copper clad stair bulkheads will only be visible when viewed from a distance, east of the building at 39th 
Street, and south of the building at Fifth Avenue, and will be simply designed, utilitarian in style, and in keeping with 
other typical rooftop bulkheads, thereby helping them to blend in with the roofscape; 
-that the two smaller historic sunken roof terraces have been highly altered, and their elimination will not diminish the 
special character of the building;
-that the largest of the historic sunken roof terraces will be maintained, and the historic arcade surrounding the space will 
be restored and clad with a glass curtain wall, thereby preserving a significant feature of the roof, while creating a 
cohesive new design in conjunction with the proposed rooftop addition;
-that the new window openings at the secondary north elevation will only be visible at an oblique angle and at a distance 
from the east along East 39th Street;
-that the new windows will be installed in plain brick masonry and form a regular pattern, and will not detract from any 
significant features;
-that the proposed re-configuration of the entrances is necessary to provide barrier-free access and egress for the 
building;
-that as much of the historic infill as possible, including bronze mullions, transoms, and piers will be maintained, restored, 
and incorporated in the new entrance framing;
-that the new bronze doors will match the historic doors in terms of materials and details;
-that there is historic documentation showing that marquees were present at both the north and south facades prior to 
1940 and 1914, and that the proposed marquees will be in keeping with the scale and placement of the historic 
precedent;
-that the proposed marquees will fit within the masonry entrance openings, without altering any architectural details and 
that their minimalist design, bronze finish and integral lighting will relate harmoniously with the historic facades;
-and that new light fixtures, located at each bay of the primary facades, are simple in design, modest in size, and will have 
a dark finish to blend with the overall color palette of the ground floor;
-that the existing pin-mounted metal tenant signage at both the secondary north façade, and southeast corner of the 
primary façade, while old, are not original to the building and their removal will not eliminate any significant architectural 
or historic features;
-that the historic Lord & Taylor signage  carved into the masonry above the display windows will be maintained, thereby 
retaining the historic department store association with the building;
-that there is extensive history for large wall mounted signs at the secondary north façade, and at the southeast corner, 
as documented in historic photographs, and that proposed pin-mounted metal dimensional letters at these locations will 
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VOTE:

Present: Sarah Carroll, Frederick Bland, Wellington Chen, Michael Goldblum, John Gustafsson, Kim Vauss, Anne HolFord 
Smith

7-0-0

In Favor =  S.Carroll, F.Bland, W.Chen, M.Goldblum, J.Gustafsson, K.Vauss, A.HolFord Smith
Oppose   =  
Abstain  =  
Recuse   =  

be in keeping with this historic signage in terms of size, placement, dark finish and method of attachment;
-that the pin-mounted sign plaques at the ground floor will be installed adjacent to the entrances, and will be in keeping 
with the types of signs historically found on buildings of this type, style and age;
-and that the establishment of a master plan for signage will provide a template for future installations as tenants change 
over time.

Please note that these “Commission Findings” are a summary of the findings related to the application. This is NOT a 
permit or approval to commence any work. No work may occur until the Commission has issued a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, which requires review and approval of Department of Buildings filing drawings and/or other 
construction drawings related to the approved work. In addition, no work may occur until the work has been reviewed 
and approved by other City agencies, such as the Department of Buildings, as required by law


