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IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND

JOHN STREET CONCESSION

ALL LICENSE FEES ARE ALLOCATED TO ESPLANADE 
& IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND
• 50% OF ANNUAL FEE >> NYCEDC FOR MAINTENANCE OF 

ESPLANADE

• 50% OF ANNUAL FEE >> NYCPARKS FOR HIRING 
PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATE, SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AT 
IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND

MINIMUM ANNUAL FEE
YR1         $100,000
YR2         $105,000
YR3         $110,250
YR4         $115,763
YR5         $121,551
YR6 $127,628
YR7 $134,010
YR8 $140,710
YR9 $147,746
YR10 $155,133

EAST RIVER ESPLANADE

FEES ALLOCATION
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BLOCKHOUSE BAR

BLOCKHOUSE BAR
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RED BRICK ARCHITECTURE DOMINATES 
THE SURROUNDING SITE

BROOKLYN’S BACKDROP OF 
BRICK ARCHITECTUREVIEW FROM JOHN’S ST

ARIAL VIEW OF SEAPORT DISTRICT

VIEW FROM SOUTH ST ONTO SEAPORT DISTRICT

PIER 17
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PRECEDENTS
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SEAPORT LIGHT FIXTURES SEAPORT WOOD DECKING SEAPORT RED BRICK BUILDINGS ESPLANADE BENCHES & PLANTERS PIER 15
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PERFORATED BLACK MESH BAR CLADDING STAINED WOOD DECKING & CEILING TERRACOTTA BAR TILES TO TOP OF BAR PERFORATED BRASS METAL EDGE TRIM TO BAR WHITE POWDER COATED STEEL HAND-RAIL

PRE-CAST PLANTERS CLEAR VINYL & RED AWNING PANELSBLACK MESH BAR SHEVLING OAK WOOD FRAMING POST
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NARRATIVE 

Public Design Commission Design Narrative

“Blockhouse Bar” @ East River Esplanade, Manhattan

Blockhouse Bar is a new open-air food and beverage experience adjacent to the existing ice cream shop at the John Street Service building near 
Pier 16 at the East River Esplanade. It sits under the FDR Drive near Pier 16 within the South Street Seaport District. It will seat approximately 
100 people in a variety of seating arrangements, including bar seating, banquettes, and café style tables. It will serve beverages as well as a 
menu focused on pizza and a raw bar. Located between land and sea, the bar is to be a popular year-round gathering space, where New Yorkers 
and tourists can unwind while taking in stunning views of the East River.

Design Narrative

Keeping true to the surrounding rich red brick architecture and wooden piers, the design will use natural materials to blend in with the surrounding 
urban waterfront context. The core materials include Wood, Concrete, and Metal allowing each element to be expressed in the space and signify 
its importance to the surrounding context. A robust shell awning system will enclose the Bar during the cooler months, keeping it warm and 
inviting to the public. 

Neighbourhood Context

In addition to the use of materials native to the immediate context, Blockhouse Bar’s design is sensitive to the importance of the waterfronts role 
in the Community. Through careful siting of seating areas, and the use of transparent or porous materials, existing view corridors from John 
Street are respected. The wood structure is minimally impactful to the existing plaza area and meant to be easily demountable.

Estimated Project Cost

The estimated total project cost is $650,000.
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