Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee

Thursday, October 16, 2008 - 6:30pm

Community Board 3 Office

59 East 4th Street (2nd Ave & Bowery)
Other Members: Dominic Pisciotta, CB3 Board Chair
Public Officials/Reps: Zack Bommer, representing Speaker Silver
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1. FY'2010 Capital & Expense Priorities
DISCUSSION: Three Priorities were selected: 

(1) Affordable Housing Trust Fund to prevent buildings from opting out of Mitchell-Lama and/or project based Section 8.
(2) Initiate the development of 300 new units, supported by government funding within FY 09, in addition to any units which may be created by Inclusionary Zoning over that period. 700 additional units, which will reportedly be included in the 10 Year Plan, should be completed as quickly thereafter as possible.

(3) Community-wide study for Seward Park Urban Renewal Area
MOTION:  At its October, 2008, monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

The Economic Development, Zoning, and Planning Committee submits the following three capital requests for FY 09:

(1) Community-wide study for Seward Park Urban Renewal Area

(2) Affordable Housing Trust Fund to prevent buildings from opting out of Mitchell-Lama and/or project based Section 8.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   9 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Further discussion regarding future of Seward Park Urban Renewal site
DISCUSSION:

The Committee continued a “popcorn session” regarding eventual development of the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area. The list previously developed in November 2007 was enhanced with additional ideas and will be distributed to committee members. The subject of the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA) will be taken up again in January 2009.

3. New Intern
Dominic Pisciotta introduced an Intern from the Borough President’s Office, Priti Sodhi, a student at Columbia University. Dominic announced that she will be working on the following projects:

1) Mapping of all State Liquor Licensed establishments, showing concentrations and analyzing impacts of these concentrations. This would include crime daytime street life, quality of life, traffic, commercial rent, and other impacts on existing businesses;.

2) Lower East Side is losing its local businesses and losing diversity of businesses for various reasons. There have been reports and studies recently regarding this problem--some done locally. Priti will compile and summarize studies/reports that have been written on the existing problem in this area and the challenges faced by small business and potential solutions.

3) Analyze the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area: 

(a) changes in FAR and Zoning to accommodate CB vision; 

(b) analyze impact of Empire Zone; 

(c) help the CB come up with an overall plan for the site.
There are two more projects but she probably won't get to them. They are researching standards of public transportation and surveying actual service in the "underserved LES" and analyzing information on the growing population of seniors facing loss of services by updating the 2000 census demographics and projecting these demographics for 10 years in the future.

4. 
Agenda for coming months
David McWater laid out the agenda for the next few months:

November:
Lower East Side Rezoning. This should be approved in City Council in November.

December:
Bowery-3rd Avenue Rezoning

January:
Seward Park Urban Renewal Area

The Chinatown Rezoning Committee will report back to us as appropriate and necessary.
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