






















   

Dimes Square Block Association 
1 Straus Square 

New York, New York 10002 
hello@dsba.nyc 

 
December 8, 2023 
 
SLA and DCA Licensing Committee 
Community Board 3 
59 East 4th Street 
New York, NY 10003 
 
Dear Committee, 
 
The Dimes Square Block Association (DSBA) met with one applicant on the December 2023 
agenda that lies within our geographic boundaries (Allen Street to Columbia Street, Madison 
Street to East Houston Street). DSBA’s policy is to only consider applications if we have met 
with their principals to discuss their proposal.  
 
After meeting with the applicant, and following discussion among DSBA’s members, DSBA 
voted to support the following application: 
 

• #12- Close Up, 154 Orchard Street.  The applicant is proposing to open a jazz bar and 
lounge, with the lounge in the front, serving Venezuelan food, and the live music area in 
the back.  After meeting with the applicant, we believe the applicant is well-suited to 
operate this type of establishment due to his experience as the music manager as Casa 
Cipriani and his connections to the live music scene in New York.  Members of DSBA 
visited the site and the applicant explained his extensive soundproofing plans to mitigate 
any noise from the venue.  There are few establishments that offer the kind of small-scale 
live music that this applicant is looking to bring, making this a unique cultural benefit for 
the neighborhood.  Currently, most venues of this kind are located in Brooklyn. 

 
For these reasons, we believe that granting this application would result in a public benefit, 
including, but not limited to, providing access to unique services and cultural benefits not 
otherwise available in the neighborhood, activating and stabilizing street space, and occupying 
otherwise empty storefronts.  Thank you for your time and effort serving the community on this 
critical issue. 
 
 



   

Dimes Square Block Association 
1 Straus Square 

New York, New York 10002 
hello@dsba.nyc 

Sincerely, 

 
 

K. Tran 
President 
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