
COMMUNITY BOARD 7/MANHATTAN 

FULL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 2, 2021 at 6:30pm 

Steven Brown, Chairperson 

Present: Barbara Adler, Jay Adolf, Andrew Albert, Linda Alexander, Rosa Arenas, Richard Asche, Steven 

Brown, Elizabeth Caputo, Courtney Clark Metakis, Christian Cordova, Ken Coughlin, Page Cowley, Louisa 

Craddock, Catherine DeLazzero, Mark Diller, Beverly Donohue, Robert Espier, Shelly Fine, Paul Fischer, 

Julian Giordano, Madelyn Innocent, K Karpen, Natasha Kazmi, Doug Kleiman, Sara Lind, Doug McGowan, 

Ira Mitchneck, Klari Neuwelt, William Ortiz, Michele Parker, Jeannette Rausch, Seema Reddy, Andrew 

Rigie, Rich Robbins, Madge Rosenberg, Melissa Rosenberg, Peter Samton, Meg Schmitt, Susan Schwartz, 

Roberta Semer, Ethel Sheffer, Polly Spain, Howard Yaruss 

Absent: Josh Cohen, Audrey Isaacs, Blanche Lawton, Erana Stennett 

Steven Brown called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm after the Secretary confirmed the existence of a 

quorum. He welcomed everyone.  Mark Diller moved to approve the minutes of the February meeting 

and Roberta Semer seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Klari Neuwelt and 

Andrew Albert abstaining.   

Public Safety Session 

24th Precinct Report 

Steve Brown then introduced Inspector Yaguchi from the 24th Precinct. He provided a recap of the first 

two months of the year.  He noted that burglaries and robberies are down as compared to a year ago.  

There was one shooting at 104th and Columbus, an exchange of gunfire which is currently under 

investigation. 

20th Precinct Report 

Steve Brown then introduced Captain Zuber of the 20th Precinct. He noted that crime statistics for 

January and February were lower by 35% from a year ago. Since last March the City shut down for the 

pandemic and activity ground to a halt, he expects that going forward comparisons with a year ago will 

not be meaningful. He noted two separate incidents last week resulting in arrests and the confiscation 

of illegal guns.  

Steve Brown then invited Board members and members of the public with questions for the NYPD to ask 

them. 

● In response to Ken Coughlin’s question concerning barriers around the 20th Precinct, Captain

Zuber noted that those immediately in front of the building marked a mandatory security zone

and will stay to protect pedestrians from police cars.



● Rich Robbins asked whether it was possible to compare crime statistics going forward with 

earlier years since last year’s numbers post February were skewed by the pandemic.  Inspector 

Yoguchi stated that they will look further back for comparisons.   

● Michele Parker noted that there are police barriers stored that are not in use and are in 

deteriorated condition at 84th St. and West End Ave.  Captain Zuber thanked Michele for the 

information and said they will be removed.   

● Peter Samton noted that cars have been parked for several days on 88th Street between 

Columbus and Amsterdam blocking a hydrant.  They had not been ticketed.  Captain Zuber 

stated that he will check it out. 

● Robert Espier asked what data is available on gun trafficking. Captain Zuber stated that he did 

not have that data but that there were NYPD units dedicated to tracking illegal guns. 

● Steve Brown mentioned the trash on Columbus Avenue belonging to a hoarder that had been 

removed the day before and characterized the clean-up as a patient effort done in an 

empathetic way. Captain Zuber noted that the case goes back several months, including two 

prior outside efforts offering help to the individual.  

● Rich Robbins asked for confirmation that every weapon seized has a ballistics test, a sort of 

“DNA” test. Captain Zuber responded that yes, each gun received a ballistics test and a test for 

human DNA to see if it can be associated with a crime.  NYPD has had a lot of success with that 

practice. 

● Belina Anderson asked about the criminal activity on W110th Street between Columbus and 

Manhattan Avenues.  There have been 3 fatal shootings since she moved in.  Inspector Yaguchi 

responded that one shooting in January 2020 was a domestic situation and the homicide in July 

was a conflict between two people that is under investigation.  It appears to be limited to those 

individuals and is not the kind of gun violence that would lead to further retaliation. 

● Holly Grossman asked in the Q & A listing whether the precincts have adequate support and 

whether there are other services needed. Captain Zuber said it had been a difficult year and the 

NYPD was always looking for additional partnerships.  Inspector Yaguchi said he was grateful for 

the support of the community, particularly since there are media voices that are not supportive. 

● John Jun asked why the 76th Street trash problem took so long to resolve.  Captain Zuber 

responded that the NYPD was no longer the lead agency on homeless issues. DHS and Sanitation 

are now sharing the lead.  The PD was not given the go-ahead to remove the belongings 

because there was no criminality. 

● Madelyn Innocent asked how the NYPD are dealing with white supremacy.  Inspector Yaguchi 

noted that officers are not allowed to state political opinions publicly as it is Important that the 

public sees officers as impartial.  Captain Zuber added that the Department is always evaluating 

its members.  It is a large organization and recruits from the human race.  It is incumbent on the 

department to identify flawed individuals and take necessary steps. 

● Elizabeth Caputo asked Captain Zuber if he was aware that an individual who attended CB7 

meetings was under investigation regarding the events of January 6 in Washington.  He said he 

was aware, but was unable to discuss the matter further.   



Inspector Yaguchi then introduced the newly appointed NCO Sergeant for the 20th Precinct, who 

expressed his eagerness to work with the Community.    

Business Session 

Steve Brown then opened the Business session.  Shelly Fine announced that, contrary to the public 

agenda, there would not be a resolution for the Health and Human Services Committee, though their 

committee meeting had been “wonderful.” 

Business & Consumer Issues Committee 

Linda Alexander introduced a resolution for a new application to the SLA for a two-year liquor license for 

50 West 72nd Street (between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue.) The application to the SLA by 

Friedman’s CPW, LLC was for opening a second unit of Friedman’s on the Upper West Side. Opening 

hours will be 7AM-11PM and there will be no loud music.   

The vote passed 44-0-0-0. 

Preservation Committee  

Michele Parker introduced a resolution for 33 West 74th Street (Columbus Avenue – Central Park 

West.), application #LPC-21-02124 to the Landmarks Preservation Commission. The applicant is 

changing the building from a two-family to a one-family private residence.  Changes include rear facade 

window changes, creating a door where there is an existing window to provide an entrance to a new 

balcony and a new staircase to the back garden. Windows will be changed from 1-over-1 to casements.  

The existing bulkhead will hide the rear facade new construction from the street. Front facade changes 

entail replacing existing one-over-one windows with casements.  Chimneys will be added to comply with 

the building code.  These will be slightly visible from the street.   

Board members expressed concern about changes to building materials, especially windows and doors, 

and whether the casement windows are consistent with adjoining buildings. Brett Kearney, the 

architect, noted that the casements in front are wood.  Rear windows are wood as well except windows 

at the corbel connections will be steel.  The rear door at the third floor will be steel. The proposed 

windows are consistent with first floor windows in adjoining buildings. The oldest photo of the building 

from the 1940’s showed double hung windows, but it is not clear if they were original.   

In response to Board members’ concerns about the visibility of the chimneys, Brett Kearney noted that 

the eastern chimney can be lowered three feet, while the western one can be shifted only 8 or 9 inches. 

The resolution to approve the application as appropriate with recommendations to retain the front 

window configuration and shorten the chimneys passed. The vote was 26-8-11-0. 

K. Karpen introduced the application for 45 West 85th Street (Columbus Avenue – Central Park West.), 

Application #LPC-21-05125 to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for General Requirements, 

Installation of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and other Mechanical Equipment.  The owner has 

applied to replace a stained glass window on the rear facade.  The window is walled off by a shower stall 

on the interior.  The owner wants to replace it with glass on the bottom and a steel vent on top.  The 



stained glass will be retained for other use in the building. The application is on the calendar at the 

Landmarks Preservation Commission on 3/16.  

The resolution passed 38-2-1-0. 

The Committee recommended that the application for 304 West 89th Street (West End Avenue.), 

application #LPC-21-05172 to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for windows and doors should be 

disapproved, since the applicant failed to appear before the committee. 

The vote to disapprove the application passed 41-0-0-0. 

Elected Official Reports 

Steve Brown then paused the business session to hear from elected officials. 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer  

The Borough President thanked Goddard Riverside, the NYPD, the Health Department and Helen 

Rosenthal for their success in removing the belongings of the hoarder from West 76th Street. Updating 

the topic of tourist helicopter noise and pollution, she is now part of a  working group including officials 

in New Jersey and in Congress. She thanked NYC and Company for no longer supporting the helicopter 

companies. She is participating in March in a working group on Lasker Rink, which is undergoing 

renovation and applauded the decision to keep Wollman rink open until the end of the season. She 

supported the idea of placing the rink under the management of the Central Park Conservancy, which 

would avoid an extended RFP process, and urged community input. Gale supports the Comprehensive 

Planning process set in place by the City Council but believes it needs significantly more community 

input and thought. The storefront vacancy database in development by the Department of Finance, due 

in February, has been delayed by the pandemic. The police reform toolkit has been completed.  Open 

Culture Program applications  opened yesterday.  The Manhattan Vaccination task force meets every 

Tuesday and the public is welcome.  The last meeting focused on efforts to vaccinate home aides, the 

homebound and food deliverers. The Borough President’s office is currently scheduling a series of 20 

Community Leadership sessions which will begin March 15.  

 

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 

Steve Brown then introduced a special guest, Senator Schumer.  He began by thanking the Community 

Board for watching out over the people in the district. He then recounted his experiences on January 6 -- 

the awe and joy of learning that he was majority leader followed by coming within 15 feet of the 

insurrectionists as security personnel rushed him to safety.  He mentioned the need for change in the 

Senate and the racial scars that are the legacy of 2020. Noting that 2020 was a horrible year for public 

health and the economy, he then turned to three positive signs of change: 1. a new administration; 2. 

vaccines made free with additional funding for distribution and a new plan for sites run by the federal 

government, staffed by FEMA, the national guard and 100,000 new health care workers; and 3. Congress 

came together on the December stimulus bill and is now poised to pass President Biden’s stimulus 

package.  The new bill builds on the good things in the December law -- an additional $1,600 in direct 

payments to individuals, $2 billion between the two bills to prevent evictions, $13 billion in SNAP 



payments, an additional $160 billion to open schools safely (beyond the $88 billion in the December 

bill), another $6 billion for the MTA (which will avoid fee hikes, layoffs and service cuts), $10 billion for 

childcare and $7 billion nationwide for broadband access.  The bill lifts the PELL grant ban on eligibility 

for convicted prisoners and provides money for funerals and burials.  It provides $300B for small 

businesses and $15 billion money to save Broadway and the arts including museums and culturals.  For 

Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI’s) and Minority Development Institutions (MDI’s) 

the bill includes $15 Billion, which will allow them to hire staff to help small businesses apply for 

stimulus funding.  New York state will receive $23 billion altogether -- $12.5 billion in direct aid, $6 

billion for education and $6 billion for transit.  NYC will get $5.5 billion directly.  Restaurants will receive 

$25 billion in 6-month grants and $5 billion is included for the homeless.  The bill doubles the child tax 

credit and will reduce child poverty by 50%. 

 

Senator Schumer then outlined his legislative priorities going forward.     

1. Restoring democracy by securing the right to vote. 

2. Addressing income and racial inequality (including infrastructure investment, job training and 

allowing those with Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITIN’s) to receive money. 

3. Addressing climate change 

 

He then offered to respond to questions: 

● Madelyn Innocent asked what he was doing to help NYCHA. The senator stated that the new 

infrastructure proposal included $80 billion for public housing with dedicated funds for public 

housing in receivership.  He has met with the federal monitor for NYCHA to ask for a plan on 

how the funds would be spent.   

● Andrew Rigie thanked the Senator for fighting to include restaurant funding.  Senator Schumer 

noted that the $25 billion in 6-month grants were very flexible. 

● Jay Adolf asked if  there is an intention to restore full state and local tax deductibility. Senator 

Schumer stated that the goal is to get rid of the cap, that it is not only the rich that are hurt by 

the current limitation.   

● Steve Brown expressed concern about school funding.  The Senator reiterated that, between the 

December bill and the new bill, $260 billion is dedicated to schools with the goal of opening 

every school by September. The allocation of funds will copy Chapter 1 (aka Title 1), which will 

be very advantageous for New York City. 

● Doug Kleiman asked what the latest news was on getting insurance companies to pay out on 

business interruption insurance. The Senator responded that the new administration’s Federal 

Trade Commission and Consumer Finance Protection Bureau will focus on enforcement. 

● Ken Coughlin asked whether the Senator supported Representative Nadler’s bill regulating 

interstate helicopter flights. He responded that he would look into it. 

● Joshua Perlman asked whether the $1,400 direct payments would be distributed soon.  The 

Senator responded that they should be issued within a few weeks of when the President signs 

the bill. 

● Alexis Hall asked the Senator to expand on the homeless funding. He said that the bill included 

$5 billion to help the homeless and an additional $4 billion for mental health issues. 



● Estee Williams expressed concern about New Yorkers moving to other areas. The Senator 

recounted how, after each crisis, people said New York would fall.  He has faith that New York 

will come back.  There is a key role for large, dense, multicultural cities in America. 

● Andrew Albert thanked the Senator for the MTA aid and noted that New York has 40% of transit 

riders and 16% of federal funds.  The Senator responded that he believes the right level should 

be 25%. There is $6 billion for transit in the new bill and he expects that congestion pricing will 

finally be approved. 

● Pablo Zevallos asked about President Biden’s promise to fully fund Section 8. The senator 

responded that the new bill has funding for vouchers for the homeless during the pandemic but 

that greater long-term funding is needed. 

● Roberta Semer asked about mental health funding in the bill.  The senator responded that there 

was $4 billion for mental health as well as additional services for students in the education 

portion of the bill. 

● Rosa Arenas asked about legislation on racial health disparities.  The Senator responded that the 

Covid pandemic has forced us to recognize health disparities by race. In all parts of the stimulus 

bill, there is a focus on poor and minority communities. 

 

Steve Brown thanked the Senator for his time and invited him to return.  The Senator responded that he 

would come back. 

 

Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal  

The Assemblymember was pleased to hear from Senator Schumer and noted that the federal stimulus 

bill would play a key role in plugging holes in the State budget.  With an Assembly colleague, she wrote a 

letter to the Governor advocating to make grab-and-go workers eligible to receive the vaccine; that has 

now happened.  She regretted the court ruling on 200 Amsterdam Avenue. No judge had issued a stop 

work order that would have prevented the builder from profiting from the Building Department’s 

mistake. The Assembly is planning a series of bills on nursing homes, which Linda will report on at a 

future meeting.  She has called for a transparent and expeditious investigation by the Attorney General 

into the allegations of  sexual misconduct by the Governor. Later this week, the Assembly will be voting 

to remove many of his extraordinary powers.  Steve Brown thanked Linda for her brief remarks and 

noted that the Health and Human Services Committee will want to hear details on the nursing home 

legislation. 

 

Councilmember Mark Levine  

The Councilmember seconded Linda Rosenthal’s call for an independent investigation of the Governor. 

He has been focusing on vaccine distribution problems.  The Javits Center booked 7,000 appointments 

for the day, but they were not prepared to handle the volume. It is not acceptable that people, many of 

them elderly, waited over three hours for shots.  At Javits, 42% of shots are going to non-City residents. 

Manhattan is the only borough without a dedicated mega-site. Either Javits should serve Manhattan or 

another Manhattan-only site should be set up; Lincoln Center has offered space. Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine, arriving tomorrow, will be a game-changer for homebound seniors. He is aware that the 

Community Board has strongly supported vaccine sites in NYCHA projects and senior centers, taking the 



vaccine to where the need is. Other cities are putting vaccines on mobile vans. He asked for support in 

getting a vaccination van for the Upper West Side.  He expects the New York variant, now 25% of new 

cases, will be dominant in New York City by the end of March.  Since it is more contagious, its 

dominance adds greater urgency to continuing to wear masks and social distancing. The Council’s 

budget hearing before the Health Committee is on March 15, and the public is welcome to testify. 

 

Councilmember Helen Rosenthal  

The Councilmember announced that the Council was currently in the middle of budget hearings. She 

requested that anyone with questions on the spending of specific agencies send them to her so that she 

can publicly ask agency personnel for answers. Last night she sponsored a NYCHA town hall and 

tomorrow her office is holding a housing clinic. 

 

State Senator Brad Hoylman  

The Senator recounted that he had sent a letter to Commissioner  Zucker, requesting that hotel workers 

be eligible for receiving vaccines under category 1b; that has now been done. He just passed legislation 

in committee to remove Trump’s name from the State Park in Dutchess County.  With Linda Rosenthal, 

he passed a bill through the Senate banning untraceable “ghost guns”, which can be downloaded from 

the internet; these guns have been named by every town as the number one gun safety issue. The 

surrogacy legislation the Senator passed last year is now in effect legalizing   gestational surrogates.  The 

Senate has just passed his hate crimes reporting bill, particularly important now in light of recent attacks 

on Asian Americans.  With Linda Rosenthal, he will be sponsoring a forum on vaccines featuring Doctor 

Peter Mark on March 28 at 6:00PM. He is tracking the Governor's investigation closely and is concerned 

about the impact on budget negotiations since the Governor is distracted by both the nursing home and 

the sexual misconduct investigations.  The Senator is also looking at raising ongoing revenue, since the 

federal funding in the stimulus bill is a one-shot. Contradicting many reports, not many people are 

leaving the State and New York is going into the budget cycle with a current year surplus. 

 

Business Agenda (continued) 

 

Steven Brown then returned the meeting to the remaining items on the business agenda. 

 

Transportation Committee 

 

Howard Yaruss presented the Transportation Committee resolution on street safety and left-turning 

vehicles. The Committee has discussed for years the dangers of left hand turns when both the car and 

the pedestrians have green lights.  The resolution calls for the DOT to take a look at the ten most 

dangerous intersections in the district, left turns on Broadway and one additional intersection to see 

what changes they can make. The resolution lists possible remedies including banning turns where 

possible, split phase arrows on traffic lights for turning and “Stop Here” signs. 

 

● Jay Adolf  then explained why he had voted against the resolution in committee. In Aug 2016, 

the DOT came out with a study on left-turn pedestrian and bicycle accidents called “Don’t Cut 



Corners,” an exhaustive look at 478 intersections and 5 years of crash data, that provided 

recommendations for a half dozen remedies, the elements of which appear in the resolution.  

The DOT issued an action plan based on the study in conjunction with the Mayor’s Vision Zero 

initiative and has been implementing the action plan since 2016.  While Jay agreed that there 

was a serious problem, he expressed his opinion that asking DOT to repeat work they have 

already done is a waste of time. 

● Howard Yaruss stressed the urgency of the situation and the committee’s desire to focus DOT’s 

efforts on the 10 most dangerous intersections.  

● Andrew Albert characterized the resolution as a “wake up call” to get DOT moving again. 

● Susan Schwartz, who also voted “no” at the committee meeting, noted that in December 2019 

the Board passed a resolution asking DOT to work with the NYPD and CB7 to identify the 10 

most dangerous intersections in the district.  If that list has been compiled, it has not been made 

available to the committee.  Without that information, she recommended voting against the 

resolution or, at least, amending it to request the list of the 10 most dangerous sites and to ask 

the DOT to look at the environmental and safety impacts of limiting left turns in the context of 

the new restaurant areas in the streets. 

● Howard Yaruss responded that the resolution asks DOT to look at all factors related to the 10 

most dangerous intersections.   

● Andrew Albert added that split-phase signals would add to the safety of the outdoor dining 

areas. 

● Jay Adolf expressed the importance of looking at the language of the resolution.  The resolution 

calls for DOT to focus not only on the 10 most dangerous intersections, but also on all the 

intersections on Broadway.   

● Andrew Albert recommended that “Stop Here on Red” signs, similar to those on Park Avenue, 

could be appropriate for Broadway. 

● Rich Robbins cited an article in the Washington Post entitled “The Case for Almost Never 

Turning Left While Driving.” He stated that left turns slow traffic and lead to fatalities and that 

Broadway is the most dangerous North/South Avenue on the West Side. The resolution asks for 

the DOT to explore limiting left turns. When he was on the Transportation Committee, he 

worked on the accident data and is aware that the precincts know which intersections are the 

most dangerous.  He urged those still on the committee to take over that work. 

● Ken Coughlin expressed surprise that the resolution was controversial. He noted that the DOT 

study had been mandated by the City Council and that DOT had not done very much in the 

district since.  There are only six split-phase signals, which make intersections safer, on the 

Upper West Side.  The one installed at Columbus and 86th Street has made that intersection a 

lot safer.  He recounted that, in the last two years, there have been close to 800 crashes, 250 

pedestrian injuries, 166 cyclists injured, 2 pedestrian deaths and 3 motorist deaths. 

● Barbara Adler noted that she had abstained during the committee meeting on this issue because 

there were many good things as well as many scary things in the resolution, specifically the 

language relating to possibly installing “No Left Turn” signs. She had added into the resolution 

the intersection of 79th and Columbus where she had a number of close calls in crossing the 

street. She agreed with Susan that there was no need to rush the resolution and supported 



asking DOT to come back with mitigation plans on the ten worst intersections and let us know 

where restricting left turns is feasible. 

● Natasha Kazmi expressed support for additional study to look at the problem more deeply. 

● Jeannette Rausch stated that the resolution is much too detailed and suggested being less 

prescriptive, asking DOT to update the study and come back with plans for 10 sites. 

● Julian Giordano expressed his support for the resolution because the problem is imminent and 

implementing it would reduce traffic and emissions. The UPS instructs its drivers to avoid left 

turns. He stated that the resolution addresses the need to take action now and that it strikes a 

middle ground of listing options which the DOT has found to be effective without being too 

prescriptive. 

● Robert Espier supported the resolution as having merit that no one can argue about; it has the 

proper intention and we can predict a comprehensive response from DOT.  He described it as 

loaded but noted that that is what we want. 

● Sara Lind expressed that we do not need another study but rather implementation of previous 

findings.  She noted that the resolution was not all negative for drivers, that it does not 

necessarily ask for bans on left turns and includes arrows as options. She characterized the 

resolution as great and said she would support it. 

● William Ortiz stated that he would be voting against the resolution.  While safety is a priority, he 

is uncomfortable suggesting banning left turns without knowing the list of 10 sites.  He wanted 

to clarify that a “no” vote is not the end but a new beginning, an opportunity to relook, amend 

the language and explore further. 

● Jay Adolf noted that he had put into the chat a hypothetical scenario of a car going north on 

Broadway.  To avoid a left turn would require the car to travel 6 extra blocks and traverse 12 

crosswalks.  His expectation is that DOT will ignore the resolution on the basis that they have 

already done the study suggested. 

● Rich Robbins urged Board members to read the resolution which stresses that DOT should 

explore remedies.  He noted that DOT does not act quickly and that they are likely to take 

several years to implement changes.  He stressed that the top 10 intersections are known. He 

urged passage of the resolution to avoid more incidents like the death of Cooper Stock, son of 

Dana Lerner. 

 

Susan Schwartz then moved to amend the resolution to remove the existing resolves and to substitute 

one that reads as follows: 

 

Therefore, be it resolved that CB7 requests that DOT explore ways to improve safety at the ten most 

dangerous intersections in our district, listed here, with urgency. 

 

The amendment was seconded.  A number of Board members then commented on the amendment and 

suggested changes to it.  

 

The vote on the amendment was 14-17-3-0. The motion failed. 

 



The Chair then called for a vote on the original resolution.  There were multiple seconds. The motion 

carried 21-12-3-0. 

Youth, Education and Libraries Committee 

Courtney Clark Metakis introduced a resolution from the Youth, Education and Libraries Committee on 

the impact of school closures, social isolation, and pandemic-related stress and trauma on the mental 

health of NYC youth. 

She stated that two guest speakers from Counseling in Schools and Advocates for Children had joined 

the last Committee meeting. They recounted their experience working with students suffering from the 

impacts of school closures on student mental health.  As they testified, the need for additional services 

is clear.  Five students have committed suicide this year.  The resolution urges public officials to support 

on-going funding and resources for mental health and social/emotional development for youth, their 

families, and schools in the 2021-2022 budget, and to plan for ongoing funding to address what is likely 

to be ongoing heightened youth mental health needs citywide in the years ahead.  It further  urges city 

officials to support increased funding for ongoing mental health training, supervision, and support for 

teachers.  As well, it calls on the DOE to incorporate student input and feedback into all policy decision 

cycles, including issues regarding mental health and wellness, by leveraging pre-existing student groups. 

● Mark Diller thanked Courtney and encouraged members to vote yes; he commented that the

Committee discussion had been excellent.

● Steve Brown thanked Courtney for focusing on an aspect of the school crisis that has not

received a lot of attention -- the health of students who have not been in school.  The testimony

in the Committee meeting was moving and spoke to the fact that the system is reaching a

tipping point in regard to mental health.  He also thanked Julian Giordano for contributing input

on student voice to resolution.

● In response to a question from Paul Fischer, Courtney confirmed that the resolution included a

call to fund resources for families and guardians and she thanked Doug Kleiman for pointing out

that issue in committee.

The question was called and seconded. The vote on the resolution was 31-0-1-0.  The resolution passed. 

Community Session 

Steve Brown opened the Community Session. 



Peter Arndsen from the Columbus/Amsterdam BID 

Peter Arndsen of the Columbus/Amsterdam BID announced that the Bloomingdale Neighborhood 

History Group will hold a virtual talk on March 23 at 5:30 on buildings in the neighborhood with tax 

photos from the period. Open streets are continuing on Saturdays and Sundays from 10:00AM to 

8:00PM, with possible expanded time after daylight savings time starts at the end of March. With other 

BIDs, they are promoting Small Business Wonderwomen. There are 20 women-owned businesses in the 

BID and they will be featured on the BID website.  

 

Brice Peyre representing Assemblymember Gottfried 

Brice Peyre announced that the Health Committee passed legislation(details provided in the chat). 

Assemblymember Gottfried has introduced a bill to allow speed limits in New York City lower than 25 

mph.  Following the issuance of a study by the League of Conservation Voters on school drinking water, 

the Assemblymember is introducing legislation to toughen drinking water standards for schools. 

  

Zach Campbell from the American Museum of Natural History  

Zach Campbell provided an update on the Guilder Center construction.  The third floor superstructure 

was complete by the end of February and everything but the last pour is complete for the fourth floor.  

The building is going up quickly. He expects the superstructure to be complete by this summer.  The 

work focuses on shoring, rebar and concrete work.  They expect to have the shotcrete contact in place 

by the end of April for interior work.  The site is averaging 30 trucks a day with 100 workers on-site. On 

February 17 the Building Department issued a stop work order because  the height of a permanent 

stairway was not at code.  The problem was corrected and they are awaiting reinspection for the order 

to be lifted.  

.  

Hannah Weinerman representing Congressman Nadler  

Hannah Weinerman provided updates on what the Congressman is working on.  The Equality Act passed 

out of the House; it would provide protections to LGBTQ individuals. The Congressman is introducing the 

Pregnant Workers Standards Act, The Bipartisan Background Check Act, the No Ban Act to prevent any 

future ban on Muslims and the George Floyd Justice Act. There is a two-week window that opened on 

February 24 for companies employing fewer than 20 employees to apply for PPE loans.  

 

Liam Galligan representing Assemblymember O’Donnell  

Liam Galligan reported that a bill to allow voting for everyone on parole has passed the Election Law 

Committee.  It is intended to remove confusion at the local boards of elections over their right to vote.  

The Assemblymember is prioritizing getting vaccines distributed to NYCHA, focusing on Douglas Houses 

and Grant Houses.  

 

Laurie Hardjowirogo from City Council Speaker Corey Johnson’s Office  

Laurie Hardjowirogo reported on two events.  The Speaker is partnering with LiveOnNY for an event on 

March 9 from 6:00-7:00 to help older New Yorkers learn about benefits available to them.  On Thursday, 

March 24, from 6:30-8:30 they are sponsoring a health advocacy workshop in partnership with Say Ah! 



providing tips to get better health care. Tools to help navigate healthcare systems and strategies to 

change the system to meet your needs. 

 

Shana Harmongoff from Senator Benjamin’s Office  

Shana Harmongoff reported that the Senator, with Assembly member Kimberly Jean-Pierre, has 

introduced The Post Traumatic Stress Act to address the mental health crisis.  He is sponsoring the Less 

Is More town hall Wednesday March 3 at 6:00PM breaking down the bill designed to restrict the use of 

incarceration for technical violations, bolster due process, provide speedy hearings and earned-time 

credit. 

 

Luke Wolf from Comptroller Stringer’s Office  

Luke Wolf announced that last month the pension funds voted to divest $4 billion in fossil fuel 

investments to help address the economic and health risks of climate change.  Comptroller Stringer has 

unveiled a comprehensive food security plan to combat hunger. Currently 1.6 million New Yorkers are 

facing food insecurity.  The plan includes establishing a $25 million fund to provide food support to 

undocumented families ineligible for federal aid, leverage CBO’s to assist families in accessing SNAP 

benefits and expand the use of electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards. 

 

Doug Kleiman mentioned that he found the new live transcript feature on Zoom very helpful. 

 

Steve Brown announced that there was no Chair’s report and that there would be a Zoom training 

session Thursday at 5:30.   

 

K Karpen moved to terminate the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 10:32. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARKS & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
Klari Neuwelt and Barbara Adler, Co-Chairpersons  
MARCH 15, 2021 via ZOOM 

 
 

Present: Klari Neuwelt (“KN”) and. Barbara Adler (“BA”), co-chairpersons;  Ken Coughlin (“KC”), Natasha Kazmi (“NK”), 
Susan Schwartz (“SS”), Polly Spain (“PS”).  Absent: Elizabeth Caputo and Douglas McGowan. Chair: Steven Brown. Non-
Committee Members Present: Christian Cordova, Mark Diller (“MD”), Robert Espier (“RE”), Julian Giordano, Shelly Fine, 
Doug Kleiman, Michele Parker, Jeanette Rausch (“JR”), and Peter Samton.  
(All participants took part in the meeting virtually, using the Zoom platform.  The meeting can be viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSVmIf1QWTc) 
Co-chair Barbara Adler called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm. 
 

1. Gloria Hong, one of New York City's top bird photographers. 
Hong shared her photographs of birds in Central Park and Riverside Park and offered suggestions on how to get 

started with birding.  She said the end goal of her talk was that her listeners would, like her, use the word “bird” as a verb.   
Hong noted that New York City is one of the best places in the world to bird.  More than 280 bird species pass through the 
city at one time or another. Central Park is particularly rich in migrating birds, who see it as a large green oasis in the urban 
expanse.  

Birding is intellectually challenging and endlessly interesting.  Hong compared it to a secret, undiscovered world, 
and said it has helped her learn to love her city more. 
Hong recommended several tools to help the beginning birder:  

• Binoculars. 8x42 is the ideal magnification level to start with  
• Merlin, a free app for identifying birds 
• eBird, a research database to log your finds and see where others have sighted individual bird species.  (Hong 

noted that eBird can be useful in land use decisions to see what species would be disrupted by a proposed action.) 
• Central Park Entire, a site that maps all trees and birding locations in the park   
• Birdcast, a weather forecast for birds.  Birds travel in such large groups that they can be picked up by radar and 

thus tracked like weather systems.  
Hong said that if you find an injured bird, you should take it to the Wild Bird Fund on Columbus Avenue.  If you find 

an injured bird or other animal you can’t handle, call the Park Rangers at 212-360-2772. 
Using her stunning photos as illustrations, Hong then explained how to begin identifying birds through size, shape, color, 
field marks, and song, as well as where they are located.   
 
Committee/Board Questions: 

− KC: To what extent has climate change shifted migratory patterns?  Hong: We’re in the middle of a mass extinction 
and don’t know where in the migratory pattern things are being disrupted.  But the number one thing that is killing 
birds is habitat disruption, followed by collisions with buildings. 

− MD: Asked for tips on etiquette while birding so as not to disrupt the birds.  Hong: Suggested a long lens if 
photographing and don’t walk in a direct line towards them.  Direct eye contact is never a good thing.  
 

2.   Presentation by Elizabeth Masella, Senior Public Art Coordinator, NYC Parks & Recreation, of a temporary public art 
installation by artist Adrian Sas in Riverside Park. 
(The presenters were assisted by Whitney Dearden, director of public programs at Riverside Park.)  

Ms. Masella introduced the project and the artist.  The art installation, which is coming to Riverside Park and will 
be on view from June through October, will consist of ten photographs of bodies of water in the upstate watershed.  The 
photographs will be printed on vinyl and wrapped around cuboid water fountains in the park.  The artist is fully responsible 
for installing, maintaining and removing the artworks. 

Sas, who is a multimedia artist and documentary filmmaker, said the installation is titled “Source to Spout: The 
Waterfountain project”.  She said the idea is to create something that approaches an augmented reality and bring it to 
the reality of the park.  She’s also been fascinated as a native New Yorker about where our water comes from and how 
little most New Yorkers know about one of their city’s main water’s sources, the Croton watershed.  The water is untreated 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSVmIf1QWTc
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because it comes from such a pristine source via a gravity-fed aqueduct.  After spending the last two summers 
photographing in the protected watershed region, she plans to wrap ten water fountains in the park, from the ballfields 
at 147th Street to 74th Street in our district, and possibly one in Riverside Park South as well.  She said that wrapping the 
fountains in this way is both an allusion to the packaging and labeling of bottled water and a way of making the brutalist 
fountains a little more inviting.  
 
Committee/Board Questions: 

− KN: Said these are particularly interesting artworks, although noted that the concrete fountains are not the current 
fountain model employed in the park.  Noted that Riverside Park will be setting up a large public art program in 
the park that officials have not yet brought to Community Board 7.  

− Masella said they are hoping to come to the committee next month with details on that large installation.  
− RE: This is a really good project. What is the medium and how easily could someone remove it?  Sas: it’s a 

photographic image on vinyl with adhesive on the back that is activated by heat.  It does come off with some 
effort.  

− BA: Will there be any interpretive information along with the photographs?  Sas: Yes, the photos will be labeled 
with the location and county where taken, along with an adjacent sign that explains the project and the water 
system. The photographs will be in place when the water is turned on. 

− KN:  Will there be a reference to a website?  Sas: Yes, this will be part of the sign. 
− KC: Any protection against graffiti or desecration?  Sas: Her printer assured her that the vinyl is graffiti resistant.  

If scratched or torn, the photographs are not that expensive to replace.  
− Geoff Martin of Riverside Park commented that when dioramas were put in bus stops, to his surprise they survived 

months and months.     
− JR: Is there any way that the photos could be up and the fountains turned on by Earth Day?  Martin said that the 

turn-ons are coming and he’ll see if it’s possible.  He will put in a request.  
− Whitney Dearden noted that there will be an opening celebration and art talk when the pieces go in, which likely 

will be virtual but depends on the Parks Department’s protocols at the time of the event.  Details will be in the 
Summer on the Hudson schedule, and she will let the committee know when that is published.   

− Masella said that they are happy to be moving forward with projects again after a year’s hiatus due to Covid-19.  
 
3.   Public Art Exhibition on the Broadway Malls, presentation by Deborah Foord, board member of the Broadway Mall 
Association and chair of its Public Art Committee.  

Foord said that the Association is a non-profit that works under an agreement with the Parks Department to plant 
and maintain the center gardens on Broadway between 70th and 165th streets.  In addition to the gardens, the Association 
mounts public art exhibitions.  

Foord presented to the committee an exhibition that had been planned for a year ago, “Broadway Blooms,” 
consisting of eight marble sculptures of flowers by artist Jon Isherwood. Foord said the Association thinks of this as the 
delayed bloom of sculptures to celebrate the return to life in the city after long and difficult winter.   

Isherbod is a well-known artist represented in many public and private collections, and the Association had been 
talking with him for some time about presenting on the Malls.  Five of the sculptures will be in our district – in Dante Park 
and in the Malls at 72nd, 79th, 96th, and a new location at 103rd Street.  Six are new works created specifically for this 
exhibition, which is being mounted in conjunction with the Morrison Gallery in Kent, Connecticut.  The sculptures will rest 
on marble pedestal 26 inches high, and the sculptures themselves range in height from 31 to 57 inches and weigh between 
4,000 and 5,500 pounds.  They will be installed during the first two weeks of May 2021.   

Each sculpture will be accompanied by the Association’s characteristic sign for such exhibitions, including a map 
so viewers know that each sculpture is one part of a larger project.  

 
Committee/Board Questions: 
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− KN: Is the gallery funding the project and will the artworks be for sale?  Foord: Yes, they are certainly for sale, and 
the Morrison Gallery plays a key role in installation.  The sculpture to be installed at Dante Park has been presold 
to provide funding for transporting the sculptures from Italy, where they have been languishing since the 
pandemic struck.  

− KN: Who cleans any graffiti that may appear?  Foord: It’s the Association’s problem to deal with any graffiti.  The 
artist was adamant that he takes responsibility for anything that happens to the sculptures.  It has been the 
Association’s experience that the exhibitions are respected and there have been very few cases of damage. 

− KC: Does the artist choose the sites, and is the one at 72nd intended to be used as a bench?  Foord: It is the artist’s 
choice of which sculptures will be placed at which site.  Yes, the sculpture at 72nd Street can be used as a bench to 
sit on.  

− MD: How will the sculptures be supported so they don’t fall through to the subway tracks?  Foord: The weights 
are approved before placement goes ahead. They will be mounted on bases and the weight is similar to past 
exhibits at the same locations.  At Dante Square, the pedestal will be placed on a rubberized mat to protect the 
hex paving.   

− KN: Can you give us a rough idea of what the sculptures sell for?  Foord: About six figures.  
− KC: When will the sculptures come down?  Foord: We don’t have a date.  They may come down in the fall, or they 

may be up for the winter.  Masello: There’s a one-year limit; it’s usually about nine months.  
− KN: You don’t need to go through the Public Design Commission because the placements are temporary?  Masello: 

Yes 
− SS: What’s the process for selecting artists?  Foord: The Association’s Public Art Committee chooses.  One of the 

board members has a museum background and is well known in the gallery community.  People approach the 
Association and it also reaches out to galleries.  It’s a challenge to find work that the board thinks is worthy to go 
on Broadway.  

− KN: Do the artworks play any fundraising role for the Association?  Foord: There is no direct connection, although 
some donors contribute because they like the exhibitions. 

 

4.   Environmental Justice for All: Report from Polly Spain 
Committee member Polly Spain reported on a recent Town Hall on Environmental justice hosted by the NYC 

Environmental Justice Advisory Board.  Spain explained that environmental justice is the development, implementation 
and enforcement of laws, regulations and policies that foster the distribution of environmental benefits – benefits like 
clean water, clean air and access to parks.   

In 2017, Local Laws 60 and 64 codified environmental justice in the City’s decision-making process.  A newly 
created Environmental Justice Advisory Board is charged with advising the City on the implementation of these two laws.  
The board is made up of a team of professionals in the areas of conservancy, education, health and law.  The board has 
convened a working group of 19 city agencies to identify environmental justice areas and specific concerns through a study 
and a report, which must be updated every five years.  An Environmental Justice Area is defined as an area with a below-
poverty level of 23.59 percent and minority communities that are 51.1 percent of the total population.  Some areas of the 
Upper West Side fit this profile.  

The Advisory Board is currently developing topics and the report’s scope, and is seeking feedback from 
communities, including community boards, through April.   

Comments on the draft report will be accepted in June, leading to the preparation of solutions for the 
Environmental Justice Plan between July 2021 and September 2022.  Feedback on the draft Plan will be received between 
December 2021 and February 2022, while comments on the draft Plan can be made between January 2022 and March 
2023.    

Spain said that as a committee and a board we could contribute a lot to report.  Two web portals look particularly 
useful: the “walk-to-park” initiative and the street tree map.  
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Committee/Board Questions: 
− KN: Suggests putting together some volunteers from this and other pertinent CB7 committees to help provide 

input for the report.  
− PS: Information on the report’s development was sent to all community boards but there was not a huge response.  

CB8 in the Bronx responded but not many others.  Thinks we should respond. We don’t have much time, but some 
pockets of the Upper West Side are environmental justice areas of concern. 

− KN: What is the best way for community members to send in suggestions?  SB: Until the next committee meeting, 
people should send something to one of the email addresses on CB7’s website and identify it as for the attention 
of the Parks & Environment Committee.  

− PS: The representative from the Town Hall would be willing to present to our board.  
− JS: Environmental justice issues have often been the result of land use decisions.  We should include the Land Use 

Committee, and perhaps Spain could give the same presentation at that committee. SB: That makes sense. Let’s 
agree to follow up on this because it is relevant to several committees.  

− PS: Maybe we should invite them to Steering. 
− BA: WE don’t have much time so will have to come up with a way to involve everyone.  
− Spain shared contact information for contributing to the report:  

o Adriana Espinoza, NYC Senior Advisor.  Email: EJ@climate.nyc.gov Phone: 212-788-4144 
o Link to the Town Hall: https://youtu.be/m12uvoZ18QI 

 
5.   New Business 

Community member Maureen Holohan, who runs a basketball training program called Mo Motion, asked how the 
Parks Department is handling permits for playing sports outside.  She said that while soccer and baseball have been 
allowed with permits in the fall, outdoor basketball was considered to be too high risk.   We’ve since learned more about 
the low risks of outside transmission of the virus, she asserted, but although the Mayor has approved indoor high school 
basketball with masks, the Parks Department is still not issuing permits for basketball outdoors.  The city should be 
promoting outdoor basketball, Holohan said.  Meanwhile, adults playing for money and smoking marijuana are 
monopolizing the courts and kids have nowhere to play outdoors while being supervised for a couple of hours.  

− SB: Asked Holohan for her request.  Holohan: Her request is that youth sports permits for basketball be once again 
issued.  She’s happy to sponsor a basketball tournament to bring kids together for free.  So much of sports is “pay 
to play,” she said; we just need the permits and we can’t get them now.   

− Geoff Martin, Riverside Park: Doesn’t know what’s going on with the basketball permits. They are starting to issue 
permits for Little Leagues.  He will find out.  

− KN: To what extent has the 72nd Street court been permitted in the past as opposed to pickup games? Martin: Had 
a couple of organizations in the past.  He can pull that information.  

− Holohan: The after-school slot should be a sacred time for kids, 3 pm to 5 pm.  This is not always the case. You 
often get private trainers monopolizing a hoop for one kid, or adults taking up after-school time.  At least one 
court should be reserved for kids.  

− SB asked Holohan to email him with what she’s looking for and he’ll follow up.  He knows the point people and 
will work with Geoff Martin.   

− Martin said that no one is permitted to smoke anything on Parks property, and gambling is not allowed.  He will 
get the Parks Enforcement Patrol over there.  He said that skills training is permitted, but not games.  

− NK: Vouches for Holohan’s program.  Says she’s just trying to run a business. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm 

mailto:EJ@climate.nyc.gov
https://youtu.be/m12uvoZ18QI


STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Steven Brown, Chair 

March 16, 2021 at 6:30pm 

 

Present: Barbara Adler, Jay Adolf, Andrew Albert, Linda Alexander, Richard Asche, Steven Brown, 

Courtney Clark Metakis, Christian Cordova, Page Cowley, Ken Coughlin, Louisa Craddock, Catherine 

DeLazzero, Mark Diller, Beverly Donohue, Shelly Fine, Paul Fischer, Julian Giordano, K Karpen, Doug 

Kleiman, Klari Neuwelt, Michele Parker, Jeannette Rausch, Seema Reddy, Andrew Rigie, Melissa 

Rosenberg, Susan Schwartz, Roberta Semer, Howard Yaruss 

 

Steering Committee Members Not Present: Linda Alexander  

 

Steven Brown called the meeting to order at 6:30  He announced that there would be a special speaker, 

Joli Golden from the US Census Bureau. He stated that he was excited to welcome her since she can 

introduce us to an incredible amount of data that is available for our use.  Today’s session is an 

introduction and he announced that a longer session will be scheduled for those who are interested. 

 

Chair’s Report 

 

Steve  then presented two items:  

1. Report on Environmental Justice: Steve thanked Polly Spain for her report on Environmental 

Justice at the Parks and Environment Committee meeting.  It was a compelling discussion about 

initiatives that came out of the Mayor’s Office. There is a process for Community Boards to 

become involved and he recommended that CB7 do so.  It is a topic that crosses our various 

committees and might best be addressed via a working group.  Barbara Adler added that the 

first information would be due to the City in April and supported the idea of a working group.  

Klari Neuwelt added that CB7 was one of only two Community Boards City-wide to attend the 

City presentation.  She agreed we should explore with a working group but expressed concern 

that we invest a great deal of time in this effort if the few Community Boards participating were 

not likely to be taken seriously.  Jeannette Rausch noted that environmental justice issues were 

often the result of urban land use decisions.  She wanted to review the document and have one 

or two people from the Land Use Committee represented on the working group.  Mark Diller 

noted that on the map presented by Polly, the most underserved area in the district was in 

Manhattan Valley and the next most underserved area was in the West 90’s.  As these are areas 

with significant housing concerns, he recommended someone from the Housing Committee join 

the working group.  Roberta Semer agreed with Jeanette and added that we need to look at 

corridors where the asthma rates are high. Andrew Albert commented that areas City-wide on 

the environmental map without good public transit are likely to have more serious 

environmental issues because of high car use. Steve announced that he would work with 

Barbara Adler to circulate the map and other materials. 

2. Up-date on task forces: After taking some time to review the existing task forces, talking to 

many people about them, and considering the work facing the Community Board, Steve 



announced two changes.  First, we will be folding the NYCHA taskforce into the Housing 

Committee. He spoke with Madelyn Innocent, Roberta Semer and the Co-Chairs of the Housing 

Committee, and all are in agreement.  He expressed that this change would make our advocacy 

for NYCHA more powerful and provide more leadership.  Shelly Fine applauded the decision and 

noted that the NYCHA Task Force had been set up because the Housing Committee was not 

providing support to critical issues in the NYCHA projects. Susan Schwartz stated that NYCHA 

was one of the top issues in the housing committee and the change would provide more focus 

and Board attention on NYCHA. Steve thanked Madelyn for the work she has done,  saying that 

the timing was right to make this change and that it should be viewed as a “one and one are 

three” -- a win-win decision. The second change Steve announced was folding the work of the 

Broadway Task Force back into the relevant committees -- Transportation, Land Use and BCI.  

With new issues emerging, the timing is right to use the expertise of these committees. Klari 

Neuwelt commented that the changes were positive and would enhance both efficiency and 

transparency.  

 

Committee Chair Reports 

 

Housing Committee 

 

Louisa Craddock announced that, next month, HPD’s Director of Manhattan Planning will speak at the 

Housing Committee meeting.  The specific questions they have for her are about how the Collegiate 

money has been spent, why it was spent the way it was, and also what HPD projects are planned or on-

going in the District and how the Community Board can be involved. Melissa Rosenberg asked that 

anyone with questions for HPD please email them by the end of the week. Jay Adolf asked if it would be 

possible to circulate a brief memo on the history of the Collegiate money. Louisa Craddock responded 

that Helen Rosenthal had informed them that the $14 million remaining had been allocated to other 

projects and the Committee wanted the details. Steve Brown explained that the Committee would like 

HPD to show up with an audit of the funds. Melissa Rosenberg and Roberta Semer responded to Jay that 

they would circulate meeting minutes that explained the history of the Collegiate money. 

 

Transportation 

 

Andrew Albert noted that the Committee had a great discussion about speeding on 79th Street and sent 

DOT a letter. He hoped that DOT would meet them on-site and go over possible signage changes and 

traffic calming measures.   

 

Howard Yaruss then discussed a resolution to be presented to the full Board. A private individual has 

maintained a database of secondary street names with information on each of the individuals for whom 

a street is named. The resolution calls for DOT to take over maintenance of the list.    

 

Andrew Albert announced that he hoped to have at the next meeting someone to speak about crime in 

the subways and how to deal with it. 



 

Howard Yaruss announced that he and Andrew and Steve Brown would be having a meeting about on-

street loading zones, following up on a resolution passed 2 ½ years ago.  He will have a report on 

progress after that meeting.  

 

Jay Adolf suggested that Howard reach out to Councilmembers to get their views on the secondary 

street database before the full Board meeting.   

 

Shelly Fine asked whether the crosswalk issue on 106th Street between Amsterdam and Columbus was 

being addressed in any way.  Howard Yaruss said he would raise the issue with DOT the following Friday 

in a meeting with the Borough Commissioner.  

 

Business & Consumer Issues 

 

Christian Cordova reported that they would present two Liquor license matters at the full Board 

meeting, one a new license and one an extension. They had also met with the Department of Consumer 

Affairs on the future of street restaurants. Responsibility for future licenses has been moved to DOT and 

DCA will no longer play a role. DOT was invited to the meeting but did not attend. Andrew Rigie noted 

that he was unclear about the plan for permanent licenses for street restaurants. Andrew Rigie said that 

the plans for a permanent program were under development. Richard Asche said that the Land Use 

Committee’s liaison to City Planning had told him that DCP was working on amendments to the zoning 

resolution to make arrangements for restaurants in streets permanent and that they hoped to have the 

updates ready in April. Klari Neuwelt asked whether DCA would continue to handle sidewalk cafes.  

Christian responded that DOT would now be the lead agency for sidewalk cafes. Andrew Rigie suggested 

that when the current temporary program is transitioned to a new program, it will likely be housed at 

DOT. Barbara Adler asked whether standards are being developed for the new program so that there 

could be an improvement on some of the awful structures put up temporarily in the pandemic.  Richard 

Asche responded that new standards were under development. 

 

Preservation  

 

Michele Parker announced that the Committee had received three applications--from two brownstones 

in historic districts and from Lincoln Center.  The brownstones are applying for, among other things, new 

fenestration, extending a rooftop bulkhead, and a new chimney to comply with the Building 

Department. The third application is for the David Koch building at Lincoln Center. It is on City-owned 

land and is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Sites. Approval of work is done 

through the  

Public Design Commission not the Landmark Preservation Commission. The Public Design Commission 

asked Lincoln Center to come to CB7 for a statement of opinion. They want to replace some of the 

travertine cladding on the north side of the building. 

 

Parks and Environment 



 

Klari Neuwelt noted that they had no resolutions pending. 

 

Barbara Adler spoke about the birder presentation at the Committee Meeting.  The guest speaker, 

Gloria Hong, showed wonderful pictures of birds she had taken in Central Park and talked about how to 

become a birder.  She provided information on a number of apps to download related to birding.   

 

Barbara also reported on a presentation from the new Broadway Mall Association on 17 new sculptures 

that will be installed on the Upper West Side. Finally, she mentioned a presentation from Riverside Park 

on their artistic plans to wrap drinking fountains with temporary installations about where water comes 

from. They expect to have the installations up in May and will take them down at the end of the season. 

 

Klari Neuwelt then spoke about plans for the next Committee meeting.  They will have a speaker who 

will discuss the Billion Oyster Project, which will be planting oysters in the Hudson at two sites in CB7. In 

addition, Riverside Park Conservancy and DPR will discuss 11-13 art installations planned for this 

summer and the associated programming that will be in place. 

 

Ken Coughlin asked whether the entire birding presentation could be made available as the one on 

YouTube was truncated. Christian Cordova stated he would try to fix the issue.  

 

Mark Diller asked if the slide deck could be made available. Susan Schwartz stated that she would see if 

Gloria Hong was willing to make it available. 

 

Doug Kleiman noted that not all the Broadway mall sculptures will be in our district, only 6 or 7. He also 

asked who would be presenting on the Billion Oyster Project. Klari Neuwelt responded that Ira 

Gershenhorn would speak on an application asking for CB7 support for the project, with the approval of 

DCP and DEC. Doug Kleiman suggested a more general presentation on the Citywide work of the Billion 

Oyster Project if that could be arranged.  Klari agreed.  Andrew Rigie noted that many restaurants on the 

Upper West Side provide their oyster shells to the Billion Oyster Project. 

 

Land Use 

 

Jeannette Rausch stated that there were two items for the March Committee meeting. First, they will 

discuss residential construction permits for weekend projects. The block association for 69th Street has 

asked CB7 to consider a resolution that weekend residential construction permits not be allowed unless 

there was a real emergency.  Second, they will wrap up their response to the City Council’s 

comprehensive planning process, a complex piece of legislation. Many Community Boards in the City 

reportedly oppose the process.  There will likely be a resolution on the issue in March. 

 

Richard Asche then announced some of the items coming up for April or currently under consideration 

by the Department of City Planning (DCP) 



● ABC has sold its site to Silverstein Properties.  The current zoning for the site would permit a 

building that would dwarf the Extell building.  Landmark West! wants the site included in the 

Lincoln Square special zoning district, which would limit the building’s height but not impact the 

square footage. George James will present on this topic in April. There are indications that DCP 

may be supportive. 

● Within the next several months, the Committee will discuss City Planning’s desire to make 

permanent the zoning for sidewalk and in-street restaurants.   

● Also, DCP is looking at the red tape involved in approving small gyms. Their goal is to streamline 

the process, perhaps by removing the requirement for a special permit.   

● The Fresh Program is an effort to provide zoning relief for food establishments in “food deserts.”   

● Another text amendment proposed by DCP would create a special permit for buildings to 

include subway entrances.   

● DCP was asked by the Mayor to create a special permit for hotels in commercial districts.   

 

Steve Brown noted that there would be a presentation on the  Silverstein building the following day and 

that the Community Board would decide on a position after hearing all the facts.  

 

Jay Adolf asked about the process for approving the permanent zoning for  new sidewalk or street cafes.  

Richard Asche responded that, if there is a zoning text amendment, it will go through ULURP and 

Community Boards  will be able to weigh-in. 

 

Louisa Craddock noted that additional FAR for subway entrances already exists.  Richard Asche 

responded that, in some areas, the right doesn’t currently exist. Steve Brown added that what was 

under consideration was on and beyond the current bonus structure. 

 

Jeannette Rausch noted that it was premature to discuss the substance of these zoning proposals 

because DCP will be coming to present them, hopefully in April.   

 

Youth, Education & Libraries 

 

Blanche Lawton thanked one of the new members of the Committee for making the Department of 

Education daily press clips available.   

 

Courtney Clark Metakis discussed the March meeting coming up in two days.  The principal topic will be 

school budgets, which are funded based on enrollment. Many schools lost enrollment during the 

pandemic, which means they owe money back to the Department, in some cases hundreds of thousands 

of dollars as part of the midyear adjustment. Schools need these funds, having seen increased expenses 

due to the pandemic. There have been calls for amnesty, and last week the DOE announced they would 

forgive 25% of the money owed. Every elementary school in our district lost enrollment this year, some 

by as much as 20%. Losses are even more significant in other parts of the City which serve very high 

needs students. At Thursday’s meeting, we will be joined by Yolanda Smith of the Independent Budget 

Office, who will explain the process and timeline around the school budgets and lead a discussion 



around causes of school deficits. Also, some representatives of CEC 3 will join, providing a picture of how 

the schools are doing in our district.  Courtney then announced that she would send links for pre-reading 

material for those who wished to attend.  Thursday’s meeting will probably result in a resolution for 

April. 

 

Louisa Craddock requested that information be circulated on new Board members and Steve Brown 

agreed that it would be provided.   

 

Health & Human Services 

 

Shelly Fine pointed out that Rosa Arenas had represented HHS at the Environmental Justice webinar. 

Wednesday, March 23 at 7:00 there will be a follow-up meeting on hate crimes. He and Catherine 

DeLazzaro had been working for several months and had managed to get the “Big 4” on hate crimes in 

the City -- the ADA from the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office who is in charge of hate crimes and her 

assistant, a human rights specialist from the NYC Commission on Human Rights, top people from the 

Mayor’s Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes and a representative from the NYPD Hate Crimes Unit. 

The goal is information; people do not understand the distinctions between hate crimes, hate speech, 

and other hate behavior and which agencies take care of which category.  The goal will be to sort out 

these issues and find out how these agencies work together. There may be a resolution that comes out 

of the meeting.  

 

Budget and Strategy 

 

Roberta Semer reported that the Committee met in March and would meet again in April. The decision 

was made to speed up the annual budget process.  The April meeting will provide details and there will 

be a meeting with each Committee in April. 

 

Presentation by Joli Golden, NY Census Bureau   

 

Steve Brown then introduced Joli Golden, a partner specialist at the New York Census Bureau, and 

thanked her for coming.  

 

Joli Golden thanked the Community Board for support during the  2020 census.  She announced that she 

would share ways to access data that are relevant to CB7 Committees.  The Bureau does the Decennial 

Census every ten years, the Economic Census every five years and the Government Census of State and 

local governments every five years. The Economic and Government Censuses are coming up next year.  

In addition, they do over 130 surveys and programs as well as population estimates and projections. 

Federal funding relies in part on the American Community Survey yearly estimates based on a random 

sample. 

 

They know that roughly 5% of the population left NYC during the pandemic. 

 



The release of data from the Decennial Census has been postponed.  On April 30, the data that will 

determine how many seats in Congress each State will have will be released to the President.  Following 

will be a big data release by September for apportioning state legislative seats. The Bureau will be doing 

Data Summits from April through July. Recorded redistricting presentations will be available closer to 

September. 

 

The American Community Survey is unique in being able to produce data on a wide variety of 

geographies. The Public Use microdata for NYC closely mirrors Community Board boundaries. The data 

can be filtered by geography, by topic, by year. Her presentation will look at the Public Use Microdata 

Area. 

 

Joli then described the Statistics in Schools Program and displayed some of the charts and maps 

available by request to schools.   

 

She then provided a live demonstration of the easiest way to search census narrative profiles by going to 

American Community Survey, Narrative Profiles, searching for zip code tabulation area and inputting 

New York and zip code 10024, and clicking on “get narrative profiles”; the site will load data on 15 

topics.  The data will tell you how many households there are, how people commute to work, the 

native-born versus immigrant population, where the immigrants are from, how often people move, 

what their education is and many other topics.  This is a great way to get a picture of a community.  

 

She then moved to the Public Use Microdata Area by going to data.census.gov, advanced search, 2019, 

and then selecting Public Use Microdata Area, New York, then PUMA’s will show up for different 

counties.  On the search bar, type in Upper and you will be able to access CB7 (PUMA 80386).  You can 

see a map of the district and then narrow your search by topics. She then provided an example of 

searches in the education area and in the population over 60. She also showed how to access data for 

smaller areas, changing the geography search to click on census tract or zip code. You can look at annual 

data or a five-year average. 

 

Steve Brown then asked for questions from Board members.   

 

Courtney Clark Metakis asked if at some point it would be possible to see 2019 data as compared to 

2020.  Joli Golden responded that, if she is interested in the Covid impact, there is now some limited 

data available in the Covid 19 Data Hub. 

 

Jay  Adolf asked about Joli Golden’s comment that about 5% of the population had left New York City.  

He has read that the Upper West Side lost more population than any other area of the City. He asked if 

Joli could verify that. She responded that she could not do so now but that we will see next year. There 

are big gaps in responses to the 2020 Census returns from wealthy areas that typically have high 

response rates. If households who had left the City reported their permanent addresses, that would 

mitigate the loss. There is no ability right now to assess how much of that migration is permanent. 

 



Shelly Fine asked whether it was possible to use the census system to identify health conditions that are 

most prominent in the district.  Joli noted that she uses the Disability Characteristics Table.  She said she 

would get back to Shelly with other possible sources. 

 

Steve thanked Joli Golden for the presentation and asked one final question that came in from the 

public: When will pandemic data be available? Joli responded that there is some data available now that 

shows the impact -- number of businesses started by month and commuting statistics. However, much 

richer data will be available when the American Community Survey is released in 2022. 

 

Steve Brown discussed the possibility of scheduling a deeper dive into the data at another time and 

spoke about the importance of using data to target topics for Community Board attention and to write 

more powerful resolutions. 

 

Joli Gorden announced that she would be available until June and that afterwards, her colleague David 

Craker, a data dissemination specialist, will be on board permanently.  Members again thanked her for 

her presentation. 

 

In the absence of any items of New Business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15.  

 

        

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BUSINESS & CONSUMER ISSUES MEETING MINUTES 

Linda Alexander and Christian Cordova, Co-Chairpersons 

Wednesday March 10, 2021 6:30 p.m. 

Business & Consumer Issues Committee of Community Board 7/Manhattan met via the 

Videoconferencing application Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Co-Chairperson 

Christian Cordova. 

Committee Members Present: Linda Alexander, Christian Cordova, Joshua Cohen, Madelyn Innocent, 

Doug Kleiman,  Andrew Rigie 

Committee Members Absent: Erana Stennett, Paul Fischer 

Non-Committee Members Present: Steven Brown, Jeanette Rausch, Mark Diller, Roberta Semer, 

Michele Parker, Seema Reddy, Ethel Sheffer 

The following matters were discussed: 

New application to the SLA for a two-year On-Premises liquor license: 

1. 359 Columbus Avenue (West 77th Street) LPB6, LLC d/b/a La Pecora Bianca.

Presenting for the Applicant: Mark Barak, owner – Mark@LapecoraBianca.com. 

• Casual Italian restaurant with three other units in NYC is moving into the former Isabella’s space.

• The hours of operation are 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday; 11 a.m. to Midnight

Friday and Saturday.

• They are hoping to open in September or October 2021.

Comments: 

• Nicole Payner, Executive Director, Columbus Avenue BID was highly supportive.

• Committee member Andrew Rigie said it is a great operation and he, too, was supportive.

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  6-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 5-0-0-0 

Alteration application to the SLA: 

2. 108 West 74th Street (Columbus Avenue) B&H Restaurant LLC d/b/a Leyla; add exterior patio or

deck.

Presenting for the Applicant: Huseyin Ozer, owner – Huseyin@bodrumnyc.com; Donald M. Bernstein, 

Bernstein Redo, P.C. Attorneys at Law – Donald@brpclaw.com 

mailto:Mark@LapecoraBianca.com
mailto:Huseyin@bodrumnyc.com
mailto:Donald@brpclaw.com


• Mr. Bernstein pointed out that Leyla opened in 2019 and was doing well until the pandemic.

• The first application for the backyard, which could fit 13 people, was rescinded because of

objections from neighbors at the time. Now, the neighbors are supportive of the outdoor space.

• The approximately 300-square-foot space will close at 10PM on weeknights and 10:30PM on

weekends. In addition, the Committee received letters from five neighbors supporting the rear

year yard seating.

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted with the addition the Committee approves 

to extend the original  application 

Committee VOTE:  5-0-0-1 

Non-Committee VOTE: 5-0-0-0 

3. Discussion with the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) and Department of Transportation (DOT)

on what to expect with the Open Restaurants Program in spring and summer 2021.

Presenting for Department of Consumer and Worker Protection: Tanjila Rahman 

(trahman@dcwp.nyc.gov). 

DOT was absent despite confirming attendance earlier in the day. 

Comments: 

• DCWP is not accepting sidewalk café applications and in order to have a sidewalk café,

restaurants must go apply through DOT for certification, using www.nyc.gov/openrestaurants.

This is a result of the Mayor’s Executive Order 126. Restaurants will not be charged for open

café sidewalk use, nor curbside. For more information from DCWP, businesses can go to

www.nyc.gov/businesstoolbox or www.nyc.gov/openstorefronts.

• Linda Alexander asked whether restaurants that cannot use curbside because of location, will be

able to use their traditional sidewalk cafes. Ms. Rahman said City Council is currently addressing

the issue but self-certification for outdoor seating is available through the DOT website.

• Christian Cordova asked about the permanency of the Open Restaurants Program. Ms. Rahman

said the City is working with City Council for permanent regulatory legislation.

• Andrew Rigie pointed out there is a self-certification program that will be the purview of DOT.

He said approximately 11,000 restaurants are currently enrolled.

• Roberta Semer asked what the community board could do to help. Andrew Rigie suggested BCI

Committee provide a letter.

• Monica Blum, Executive Director, Lincoln Square BID, confirmed DOT is in charge and

encouraged restaurants to apply ASAP.

• Ms. Rahman said certain types of outdoor cafes, such as backyard or parking, will need to apply

to SLA.

• Doug Kleiman concurred that BCI get involved with City Council in helping to develop new

legislation.

mailto:trahman@dcwp.nyc.gov
http://www.nyc.gov/openrestaurants
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• Andrew Rigie would like to see sidewalk café fees eliminated, as they are with mobile vendors

and newsstands. He also pointed out the open restaurants have brought back 100,000 jobs since

the Open Restaurants began.

• Mark Diller concurred and also encouraged the Committee to put together practical solutions

for City Council.

• Peter Arndsten, Executive Director, Columbus-Amsterdam BID, said he has been doing 106th to

110th Open Streets on Amsterdam Avenue and plans to apply to expand the open streets. In

addition, he said D.O.T. has been very helpful.

• Nicole Paynter, Executive Director, Columbus Avenue BID, is still concerned about the bike lane

and would like CitiBike to consider moving their docks.

4. New Business.

• Christian Cordova said there will be a new schedule for committee members taking minutes. He

also added that BCI and Land Use were going to meet to discuss vacancies on March 11, 2021.

• BCI will share Jeanette Rausch’s White Paper with everyone and will provide a review of the

meeting.

The meeting ended at 7:45 p.m. 



HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Sheldon Fine and Catherine DeLazzero, Co-Chairs 

March 23, 2021  7:00 p.m. 

Committee members present:  Sheldon Fine, Robert Espier, Sara Lind, Madge Rosenberg, 
Catherine DeLazzero, Rosa Arenas, Audrey Isaacs, Courtney Clark Metakis 

Chair: Steven Brown 

Non-committee members present: Susan Schwartz, Natasha Kazmi, Barbara Adler, Ken 
Coughlin, Mark Diller, Ira Mitchneck, Roberta Semer, Richard Asche, Doug Kleiman 

Guest Speakers: 
Manhattan District Attorney's Office: ADA Jeanne Olivo, Chief of the Hate Crimes Unit;  
ADA Sarah Marquez, Deputy Chief of the Hate Crimes Unit; Estelle Stryker’s-Santiago, Director, 
Community Partnerships Unit, Alan Valerio 

NYPD Hate Crimes Unit: Sergeant Charles Senat, Deputy Inspector Jessica Corey 

Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes: Deborah Lauter, Executive Director; Hassan Naveed, 
Deputy Executive Director 

The following matters were discussed over Zoom: 

Catherine DeLazzero: When we come together as a community it’s important that everyone of 
us contributes to this being a safe, inclusive, and supportive environment for everyone. Before 
we start tonight’s forum on hate crimes and human rights, I’m going to describe some rules and 
guidelines for participation and civility. First, relevant sections of the bylaws are article I and V. 
In terms of our meeting guidelines, please listen in order to understand and learn; 
communicate in ways that are respectful, collegial, and professional; and focus on addressing 
issues or asking questions. It is inappropriate to speak in ways that are derogatory (negative) 
toward whole groups. It’s necessary for every participant to follow these guidelines in order to 
maintain a space that is inclusive, welcoming, and safe for everyone. 

Sheldon Fine:  2 month process, following up on 2020 Hate Crimes resolution/work, realized 
needed to engage govt partners and help community understand better.  Lot of confusion 
about what hate crimes/speech are.  Also, very troubling during pandemic many groups 
experiencing hate crimes, recently troubling increase against Asian Americans. 

Blessed to have 4 major institutions joining us tonight. 

Jeanne Olivo, Chief of Hate Crimes Unit:  Tell you more about the hate crimes unit; founded in 
2010 by Cy Vance.   Sara has been in office for 14 years.   Also work with LGBT advisor Katie 
Doarn.  Have a full time Hate Crimes analyst Alexandria Patios, and a retired first grade 
detective whom we lean on when we need it.  Also work with the witness aid unit, and work 
with Estelle Stryyker Santiago – that unit is the bridge between our office and the community. 

What is a hate crime? Defined in penal law, person commits hate crime when commits 
specified offense and either intentionally selects a victim or intentionally commits an act 



because of the belief or perception of a person’s identity (race, color).  Needs to be a crime, not 
all crimes are specified offenses, but crimes like murder menacing assault, those are specified 
offense.     You also intentionally selects.  Woman walks down the street with a burka – that’s 
selecting.  Drawing a swastika on a synagogue, that is an act.   Hate crime statute doesn’t 
punish bad thoughts/speech.  Statute publishes behavior that is based on a 
motive/animus.  Just because a victim is part of a protected class does not mean it’s a hate 
crime.  It has to be proved beyond a reasonable doubt.    

Things we look for: motive or lack thereof.   Senseless crime, assault out of clear blue vs. 
neighbor get into assault who have been bickering for years and during that bad language is 
used.    Also look at were slurs used.  Also look at offender’s background.  Social media feeds, 
member of organizations.  Have tattoos, affiliated with hateful groups.   

It does get confusing.  If someone comes up to her and calls her a name.  

How do you report a hate crime? Important that you call 911.   Then will contact the Hate 
Crimes Task Force.  Once they get notified, we get notified, all work together to make sure 
we’re building a case/gathering evidence.  Can also go to community leaders/have 
hotlines.  These cases are very challenging but very important. Need to work together during 
these challenging times, need to report.   

Sarah Marquette ADA:  How sentencing works, assuming we’ve investigated and determined 
someone should be charged with HC.   Often referred to as a bump up – whatever the level of 
the crime is, it gets bumped one level up.    

What we do/recommend in terms of sentences:  sometimes we recommend jail/prison, 
sometimes mental health treatment.  Starting to do more restorative justice, do education and 
engage person to help them learn about eh situation and how not to do it again, and also to 
bring victim or community member to explain and be part of the process.  

Estelle Stryker’s-Santiago: I’m here with Alan Valerio – this is what we do, set up opportunities 
to talk to community to talk about and right now hate crimes is a big concern, look forward to 
working with you.  Allen is our liaison to your community.  

Charles Senat NYPD (plus DI Jessica Corey): Assigned to NYPD hate crimes task force unit.   We 
cover all 5 boroughs, responsible for criminal investigation.  Also responsible for citywide hate 
crime statistics.   We investigate these crimes: trying to apprehend suspect. Confer with Das 
office.    

Jessica Corey: Good evening everyone.  Been doing job for a few weeks now.  Right now, we 
have a serious issue, particularly with Asian American hate crimes.  Encourage everyone to 
report, call 911, and we will investigate.    

SF: Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice oversees.  From the office of prevention, we have 
Deborah Lauder and Naveed.  Welcome. 



Deborah Lauter:  When I first saw the December resolution, I thought this is so fantastic.   Want 
to just compliment you for your leadership there.   Thank Shelly and Catherine for putting this 
together.   With my colleague Hassad Naveed.    We’re the new kid on the block – just formed 
18 months ago.   We do have a longer presentation.   

About OFPHC:  launched at a period where crime was going down in NYC except for in the field 
of hate crimes, mostly because of antisemitic hate crimes.  City Council passed legislation to 
create this office.   Mayor launched us in 2019.  Staff of 7, very diverse group, incredibly 
challenging to be committed to this work.  Just heard NYPD and Da – that’s the law 
enforcement arm.  We look more at what we can do outside of Law enforcement.   We’ve 
looked at all the city agencies – we now have 18 agencies at the table.  Some you’d guess – 
DOE, City Commission on Human Rights, Mayor’s office, but also parks because that’s where 
you’ll see swastikas.  DOHMH.   We convene agencies regularly, have them working in working 
groups – youth education, victim support, restorative justice, victim support, strategies to 
enhance reporting.   The way office is organized: there’s not one way to fight hate.  Have to do 
it through multi-pronged approach: 3 pillars: 

• Education – resources (resolution called for creation of curricula – we are doing that
as we speak, launching for middle/high school).  Developed during antisemitic – how
to talk to kids about it, and this fall did one on Anti-Asian hate.   Rereleased that for
middle/high school principals to be using.  Partner with DYCD – heroes against hate
comic book.  Art contest this summer for kids, and have a youth group

• Community relations.  Like this, important to get to communities to talk importance
of reporting.   Also host town halls and meetings. Last week I moderated panel with
religious leaders, those kinds of programs are critically important, also to figure out
their future programming, congregation exchanges etc.

• Law enforcement – we don’t do investigation but by law, required to notification =
send notice out to elected officials and comm organization (community
boards).  You should be receiving those.  Only send when deemed a violent hate
crime.

Hassan Naveed: these are crimes that really impact communities beyond the victim.  We look at 
hate crimes, look at comprehensive way.  Want to be able to address victim but also 
community grief.  Acknowledge hate crimes can target complex aspects of person’s identity, 
e.g., openly gay and Muslim or community of color.   To look at reporting aspect:  this year
decrease overall but have to look at context – could be in relation to pandemic folks
indoors.  But have seen increase in covid-related hate crimes that impact Asian New Yorkers
and Asian communities across the city.   Under-reporting – what is it?  Something that impacts
many communities esp. most vulnerable.  Barriers: person may not know where to report, may
not feel comfortable reporting to agency, may be concerned about identity, i.e., could out
them.  Numbers we see now are a snapshot in terms of what could be out there.   Violent Hate
Crime notification system:  difference between violent /non-violent offenses plus communities
impacted.



What is a bias incident: are an aspect within larger aspect of hate crimes.  Defined as act of 
prejudice does not involve violence… s an as an act of prejudice that is not a hate crime that 
does not involve violence threats and property damage. And an example of that is, you know, if 
a restaurant owner tells a Jewish customer, you know that particular stuff that could be 
obviously something we encourage folks to call the Commission on Human Rights, or dial 311 
and ask for the commission on Human Rights as well. 

SF: there was a reference just now – commission on human rights, fortunate to have Ryan 
Dubois from the HRC in NYC.  Welcome.  (Not here) 

Catherine DeLazzero: when conducting research for resolution, studied NYPD’s reporting to FBI 
over past 10 years, noticed increase in category of rape [there are several categories reported 
by FBI: among those are bias motivation and incidences/offenses – that NYS reports; rape is 
one of the hate crime offenses reported].  – wondering if someone could address/explain that.  

JC: not sure of that category, would have to share where you’re seeing that offline.  

Never charged it in NYC- Manhattan since 2015. 

KL: It’s actually a fascinating category because gender is a protected category.   Conversation 
around whether animus against women would lead to enhanced charges.    

Madge Rosenberg: any particular information about what’s happening locally.  

Jeanne Olivo: We don’t have that broken out – Manhattan north – and we’re down 11 vs. 12 or 
-8% for the year.

Robert Espier:  2 part question.   Problems in prosecution – what are the numbers of assault by 
people with mental illness.   2nd part of question, given mental illness and question that arises of 
awareness of one’s conduct.    Do we decide it’s a psychiatric symptom?  How do you prosecute 
that?   People living on the street and have converging diagnoses.   And then compress them 
into a subway system – so not absolving, but how do you define that and prosecute that. 
People who should have care.   And then we’re going to say hate crime, gets an additional 
sentence added to it.    

Jeanne Olivo:  We have a mental health court in our office, and if defense attorney wants a 
mental health court to hear a case, and certain requirements are met, can go there.  Having 
said that – someone’s mental health, have to keep public safe. If offender commits an offense. 
If mentally ill, can opt to assert a psychiatric defense, or can try to work together and get the 
offender the mental health treatment needed. But you are correct:  the last month, it’s 
overwhelming many of the offenders who have been arrested have severe mental health 
issues.   Arrested, now being evaluated, and their attorneys will choose best course moving 
forward.   There is always the interest – we have to protect the public at large, and I don’t have 
the answers to that question.    We cannot force an offender to stay on meds, get treatment 
needed.  This is where it becomes very disturbing.  Try to work with DA office to come to 



solution, best for offender and best for public.  That’s where the criminal justice system thrives. 
One of our working groups, hope to make recommendations for what the city can do better.  

Councilmember Helen Rosenthal:  Madge in response to question about local hate crime, only 
ones I’ve heard about are antisemitic, and the community has been very responsive in 
supporting our synagogues.  Infrequent, sometimes graffiti.   But want to get back to 
Catherine’s point about rape = hate crime.  May be that the way the law is written, rape is not a 
hate crime.  There is an undercurrent among some groups who advocate on behalf of women 
that no one is really talking about this horrible set of murders in terms of victims.  All women, 
except for 2.   But the perpetrator said I have a sex addition, and that’s why I did it.  Frustrating 
– why can’t we talk about the intersectionality of how society. Worthwhile to consider rape –
can’t be dismissive of rape as a hate crime, it is a hate crime.

Catherine DeLazzero: I also just want to make the comment that, as stated in the beginning of 
the meeting that any person is making derogatory comments, or negative comments about 

groups, they will be removed from the at least one person has been removed from the 
chat.  That type of behavior will not be tolerated 

Rosa Arenas:  what resources do undocumented people have.  You mentioned underreporting – 
what are the options for undocumented, assume most frightened and least likely to report 

Jeanne Olivo: I can just start off by saying that we have services in our office.  We treat 
everybody the same. In fact, if you're the victim or if you're a witness we can actually help you 

get a US visa.  So, we have a lot. We have a lot of support services in our office for 

undocumented, folks.  They should never feel, you know, afraid to come to our office, we are a 
safe space, retail, and other languages sorry to add another Yeah, we have, we have, we can get 

interpreters for every language.  We have a Spanish language unit in Manhattan DAs office, 
and we have interpreters that our own call to us, 24 hours a day. 

Hassan Naveed: Thank you for that question Rosa, a really important question, especially as 
diverse as our city is and especially a city of immigrants, obviously, this is something that you 

know isn't really important, sort of angle for us here, and we do work with the mayor's office 
of immigrant affairs on this interagency committee, to be able to reach out to many of these 
communities that are undocumented who may not feel comfortable reporting and the resource 

that we provide.  We've done resources in multiple languages and I put a link earlier in the chat 
box, but I'll do it again. That really provides information on what a hate crime is what a bias 

incident is what the difference of those are right, as well as various organizations that do 
provide services within our community advisory committee that we run that particularly cater 
to undocumented communities as well. And so I'll put that in the inbox itself and you can see 

that if you look at our resource page you'll see that there's,  you know, a lot of our resources 
are in multiple languages. And so you can click on those and this will be able to be downloaded. 
And we, at the same time when it comes to, you know, our events and such, we have done 

town halls with communities specific communities in their languages so language, it's like 
simultaneous translation and actually many of the people on this call, have also participated in 



those town Halls, to be able to provide information on what resources services, the very basics 

of Hate crimes that are available. And those are posted on some of the websites for these for 

the agents for our group interagency effort, and I'll post those in the chat box as well.  And 
again, when it comes to immigration status. We are a sanctuary city right and when it comes to 

undocumented communities that is in no way a barrier for anyone to be able to get help.  And 
so we encourage communities themselves to obviously call 911 language services are available 
in those at the 911 centers itself, and at the same time I'll let NYPD speak to this, we have an 

Asian hate crime task Force that has multiple languages,  on top of the fact that the agency 
itself NYPD has several as well. So, you know, we are obviously very very responsive to many of 
the trending issues that you know that the one. 

Sara Lind: can you speak more about restorative justice practices? 

DL: Thank you. Yeah, so we're actually we're in the phase where this working group has been 
meeting and coming up with recommendations. We've seen some models that had been 

effective particularly with youth.  So for example, the Brooklyn days office when there was a 

rational swastika vandalism and they apprehended, they were Middle Schoolers.  They had 
them. Go to the Jewish heritage museum and really kind of learn about what is the meaning of 
a swastika they knew they were doing something bad, but they didn't understand the context 

and the impact it had.  So that was one model, I know up in the Bronx. There was an incident 
with three teenagers on a bus that assaulted an elderly Asian woman, and they were, I was able 

to bring the OCA it's an Asian advocacy organization together with the family justice Center,  
girls and apparently was incredibly successful those girls will never commit a crime again they 

really understood that those are the, I think the good outcomes that we want to look at how 
can we scale those kinds of programs, justice, and so their voices can be really important in the 

next coming years on that issue so thank you for the questions.  See restorative justice like to 
see, there used to be the Museum of tolerance. That was in midtown Manhattan and, and 
actually, Katie was present where offenders actually took place with their victims, and they 
went to a program together and they understood the history of hate and how hate affects not 
just victims but entire communities and where there's actually a facilitated dialogue, taking 

place between the offender, and the victim.  And I remember a case not too long ago, it was 
around the time when the when Paris was bombed. And there was a. He was a union worker 

who was at he was out of work for a little while.  And he was like stuck in his home he was 
watching CNN over and over and it's just watching TV, of the of the Paris bombings, and he 
ended up going to a Christmas party in the city, and he went to a pizzeria afterwards and he just 

like flipped out on the people in the pizzeria and he started calling them all Muslims and 

terrorists and he just destroyed the pizzeria.  And he was so ashamed. I mean, after he was 
arrested and after he was charged with crimes. I mean, he was so ashamed of his behavior, and 
he begged for forgiveness and he wanted to apologize, and he wanted to pay, and he was just 

ashamed.  And it was a first arrest and to see that kind of justice restored and to see that is, 

you know, it's what makes hate crimes, is just to really see the positive part of hate crimes.  



DL: I just want to share that. Yeah, the other the other thing I would add is, I know I mentioned 

earlier that we're working on a hate crime curriculum for students.  We're infusing one of the 
chapters on restorative justice, techniques, so that when there's incidents in schools, whether 
it's bullying or racist graffiti or whatever that instead of the kid being suspended that the school 

can then engage in restorative justice circles to do exactly what you just said that you have the 
victim, talking about, you know what, why they act it out this way and I mean so what they 

experienced as a victim and the perpetrator talking hearing that voice.  So, I'm real optimistic 
that we can make an impact on kids with this kind of framework as well. 

SF: Don’t see posters about if you see/experience a hate crime, what to do.  Only place was 
schools 2008/9 – respect for all posters.   It was a help, I guess -what about the rest of 
society.  Anything don’t know about – kiosks, posters, PSAs, in taxis, on NY1, so people are 
aware of what a hate crime is and 1-3 things to do if you see.  

Charles Senat:  We have a poster, literature, have twitter - @NYPD hate crimes.  We’re also in a 
process of translating the hate crime flyer into multiple. Languages.   Chinese, Korean, 
Tagalong.  Also looking at doing posters for stores, plus MTA has put signage into transit system 
as well.  About calling 911 about translators – every NYPD has ability to contact every New York 
City police officer has the ability to contact language line right from their department cell 
phone, so anyone can do any type of interpretation right on the street with the language line. If 
people call 911. I think there's over 240 languages that are spoken that we are able to connect 
people to one of the things that we started to tell people is to make sure if you have family, 

friends, loved ones that may not speak English,  that they know at least the English name for 
the language that they do speak or the dialect for instance of Chinese if they speak to say 
Mandarin, to say, Cantonese, or Phuket ease and then understand that they'll be a just a slight 

delay, while they're Connected to the language line interpreter, but we find that really helpful. 

So, we just want to get that message out there as well.   

Hasan Naveed: So, we that was a phenomenal question because we have our office as well as 
other city agencies have put out information on the way that bystanders can intervene in these 

sorts of situations.  It's called bystander intervention and there are these sort of "5 D's" that 

exist and I have to credit holler back which is an organization that has put those forward.  And 
just to give you a, just a rough what those "5 D's" are, and I encourage folks to actually I put the 
information on the stop Asian hate toolkit, in the chat that has information on bystander 

intervention and links to it as well on what, you know, we could do what a Person could do if 

they see that something is happening.  What are some steps that they can take and obviously 
you want to be conscious of your own safety and security in those situations as well. It's "5 Ds" 
5 Ds: Distract the perpetrator; Delegate – get help from someone else; Document – important 
to document, helpful for law enforcement; Delay – if incident is over, check in with person; 
Direct – directly – depends on safety of oneself – can you speak up to help and advocate for 
that person. 

These are tactics that are used at community Organizations they've been pushed by 

communities themselves.  Our office in conjunction with a variety of CBOs throughout the city 



have done trainings that really provide folks information on how they can be up standards in 

these sorts of instances.  Right. And so we've done those in multiple languages. And I imagine 
there'll be more to come. I do want to credit an organization called the Center for anti-violence 

education, they do these trainings fairly, you know, often for the public as well.  

Natasha Kazmi:  Question about finances:  in some cases budgets have been actively 
slashed.  Wondering if all the agencies, if someone could speak about resources on hand, and 
whether they believe those resources are adequate. 

DL: Well, for me, you can never have too much money in the in the fight against paid right so, 
um, you know, I will tell you what happened that was upsetting when our office for against hate 
crime was formed city Council At the same time allocated. About a million dollars to something 
called the hate violence prevention initiative, and the money went directly into community 
based organizations, there were 16 of them are office oversaw the grants and we convene 

those groups Our office oversaw the grants, and we convened those groups together.  It really 
kind of got us off the ground and really in touch with the grassroots. Unfortunately, because of 
coven and the economic crisis Natasha, that money did not get renewed by city council so we 

nevertheless, ask them to stay at the table with us, we actually expanded the number of 

organizations there's now 30 of them at the table with us.  Because, interestingly enough, 
Asian organizations have not been part of HVPI program, and now they're there at the table we 
just convene them, we convene quarterly so my hope is that now in light of what's been 

happening so much attention on hate crimes that the city will be able to invest more money in 
this because it's, it's just like health care right put money up front to prevent then you don't 
have to deal with the back end, so that's our hope. 

Hassan Naveed:  I just wanted to add that like this money is really focused on community 
building right it's focused on really working towards non law enforcement intervention right in 
the sense of like you know educational stuff and initiatives and communities also defining what 
safety looks like for them and how they can go about really advocating for that safety and so 
that part of community money is so important to be able to get to communities to be able to 
come up with that programming, to be able to push out that sort of stuff right. And it was 
unfortunate that, you know, it didn't renew.  

Ken Coughlin: want to welcome DI Corey back to the UWS, was DI of CP district.   Do we have 
statistics on scope of anti-Asian hate crimes in the past year, and what’s being done to address 
that particular hate crime? 

DI Jessica Corey:  So, right now for this year to date, we have 26 as of today versus zero last 
year at this time, and I say zero because we there's a difference the way they reported the color 

coded related ones and straight up and Asian.  So, but as of last year I think it's the Covid 
related. As of last year at this time there were seven Covid related. And there was zero, non-
corporate related and Asian, and they were to cope with related this year and 26 anti-Asian. So, 
one of the things I just want to add is as of today, we are, we have two additional detectives 

coming into our unit.  They're going to have different days off, so they're going to really be on 



pretty much, you know, whenever they're not on vacation or other they'll be here, and they 

both were born one was born in China one was born in Hong Kong, one didn't come here till he 
was 15 years old, and I served in the Marine Corps and the was like an interpreter for the 
department of Defense. He speaks Cantonese and Mandarin the other speaks I believe 

Cantonese, Mandarin and Phuket ease.  So we're going to have people right here in this unit 

that are dedicated to hate crime that can do this work and deal with a lot of our agent victims.  

Doug Kleiman: my question is legal one: want to understand how hate crimes are defined in 
terms of protected classes.  So number one, I wanted to know what does it parody specifically 
the federal protected classes, or do we have expanded protected classes with the New York 

State of New York City.  And are there any additional protected classes that we should be 

considering advocating to include.  

Jeanne Olivo: we have 10 classes.  It's a race, color, national origin, ancestry, gender, religion, 

religious practice, age, disability, or sexual orientation.  People have kicked around different I, 
different things about what should be protected. Now if you notice transgender is not listed in 

this list. However, we treat transgender, under gender.  So we protect the trans folks in the 

current statute the way it's worded right now, even though it's not specifically listed.  Some 
people think that homeless folks should be included in this. Some people think like political 
affiliation should be a part of this in DC political affiliation, is part of their hate crime statue, it is 

not part of ours.  So a lot of what you might have seen a year ago with the, with the Black Lives 
Matter murals like that were painted on Fifth Avenue and in various places were politically 

motivated crimes as opposed to race relay race motivated crimes.  So, people have, you know, 
kicked around different ideas. Some people think that police officers could be included in, in, in 

this in these protected categories.  But this is what we have right now.  

DK: So that just followed that list of 10 is not necessarily consistent with federal. we know 
which 10 are here within this jurisdiction and again if there's if there are any other protected 
classes that we as a community should consider including and advocating for you, I'd love to 

know that as our laws more expansive than the federal law. 

JO: I do know, and I have spoken to my colleagues at the southern district, about, like for 
example we had a case not a couple years ago, where there was like almost like a trespass at 

the African burial grounds down by the courthouses, and it didn't constitute a crime for us, but 
they were able to charge it because it was on federal property. So, but for the most part, our, 
our law is more expansive than, then there so we generally take the lead on these cases in in 

Manhattan.  

DL: And it's interesting in New York State.  The etching of a swastika or display of a news or a 

burning cross is considered a hate crime that's not true of many states.  So when we look at 
the numbers of incidents, some of them are in when we're looking at the empathetic incidents 
a huge percentage of them were actually driven by the swastika incidents, I think was last year's 
that 76% of those incidents so that's, I think that's unique to New York I had never seen that in 



other states in terms of usually seven would just say it's just graffiti but in here in New York, it is 

subject to enhance penalties.  

J Corey: And may I also add if we were to come across something where we can't charge as to 
genies point that we work with our US Attorney's Southern Eastern district, we speak with the 

department of Justice.  We work with the FBI, you know, so we can look at other charges that 
might be applicable if we don't have something that we can charge or that they may be able to 

charge something, in addition to what we charge.  

SF: I can just comment that some hateful symbols in certain cultures are not hateful symbols, 
the Swastika also is in Buddhist and other religious cultures, so we have to be aware that 

although.  When you see something like that, you assume that certain things you have to know 
the background of the person, and what motivated them right now 

DL: and that's an important point that the way the statute is written recognizes that says, with 

the intention with the deliberate intent to intimidate.  

Natasha Kazmi: I'm sorry I just had a follow up to my earlier question, I didn't hear from 
anybody from law enforcement, about their budgets for hate crimes in particular, what's 

happened in the last one year, 16 months to their budget specifically  

JO: I can’t speak to the budget.  I mean we follow the law we work with the NYPD, we, we try 
to do the right thing in our cases, and we just try to make it work with what we have for the 
most part I mean I know that money and, more, more money could give us more things but we 

just  try to make it work with what we have.  

Mariw Desillte: I'm, you know, this is something that's very interesting especially for the Upper 

West Side as you know we have quite a large Jewish community, and they do experience.  I 
was quite concerned when I because I do look at the stats very regularly of the, of the crime on 

the Upper West Side and of the city and the stats are really not showing  that you know there's 
a lot more crime taking place when it comes to hate crime than in previous years is a lot more 

attention to it. Is there a reason why they hate crime is not showing up in the stats. Follow up 
question: verbal assault.  At what point does it become criminal intimidation, like, is there a 

point and what is the when, when is it a crime.  Because it seems like we accept so much 
intimidation on the Upper West Side in so many ways, the Jewish community for sure, but as a 

woman, and my teenage daughter.  You know we are intimidated regularly by, you know, 
people on the streets, but that's another category I guess of hate crime against women and 

against teenagers.  I don't know where that fits but I must say, the Upper West Side has 
become a very uncomfortable neighborhood for many, and especially for Jewish community, 

and it's a shame that tonight's meeting really so close to Passover.  Many of our Jewish 
neighbors are actually so busy with Passover I don't think that this particular meeting, made it 
onto their radar so hopefully we can have a different type of meeting where we help them 
understand what hate crime is what they need to report. And at what point does again 

intimidation become criminal.  



DL: The intimidation, unless there’s a real threat to attack you, just verbally saying something to 
you is not actionable.  Listen, you have a right to be a bigot in this country and unfortunately 
hurtful things are set on the street, way too often, but they cannot be prosecuted as Hate 
crimes, unless somebody actually says I'm going to hit you, or does something more aggressive 

that crosses the line into actual threat.  Just because something may not rise to the level of 
criminality does not mean in New York that you're not protected under human rights law. And 
so, there are things that can be done, and CC HR is the agency in the city that can support 

people.  So if you're not even sure they could cross the line or not, you can just contact city 
commission on Human Rights and one of their legal experts who can walk you through what 
your remedies could be.  In terms of stats, way down in terms of hate crimes, 37% 
reduction.   Yeah, exception is anti-Asian. 

Estelle Strykers-Santiago:  What you’re really speaking to sounds like is the behaviors that don't 
rise to the level of a crime and how that's happening almost constantly when you know your 
daughter's walking down the street, or if you go into a restaurant, and it, it seems to me I mean 
that's what struck me when we were sort of talking about planning this forum with CB7, you 
know you've got hateful words in the chat, you've got, you know, zoom bombs happening with 

kids in their classrooms, like this is happening so often and it's not a crime.  I agree with 

Deborah that having,  you know the other agency that wasn't able to make it here tonight 
maybe having that as a follow up with them to talk about what do you do with that when it's 

when this behavior is not a crime.   

Mariw Desillte: It would be wonderful if NYPD was trained- right now being told, oh we can’t 
report that.  People feeling what’s happening to them doesn’t matter any more. 

ES: maybe not hate crime, but hateful behavior, what can we do/support.  What you do when 
you're experiencing that what can you do and how do we support each other through that is a 
topic ended up in and of itself, whereas this particular forum was really focused on what is a 
hate crime one does something rise to the level of a hate crime and I think that it was really, 
you know, all of the panelists did such a good job in helping to see that. But there's a way, you 

know a lot more to talk about on incidents that don't rise to the level of a crime.  

Jessica Corey: But just to add to that you can report something that occurs where if somebody 
is harassing you, that makes you feel uncomfortable and make statements to whether they're 

hateful based on the protected classes or just somebody makes you feel uncomfortable  You 
can certainly make a record for harassment, but what normally happens in those cases, because 

it's not a crime it's a violation, harassment, it would get close and not investigated, but could 
be a pattern and now it rises to another level.  

DL: Yeah. I mean, you're seeing so much in the press right now about the, the anti-Asian 
incidents and the number that keeps being publicized by the API stop hate is close to 4000 

incidents Nationally, a small percentage of those are actual assaults or whatnot,  most of them 
are verbal assaults and I think it's a combination which I think is incredibly healthy, that the 



Asian American Pacific Islander community now is feeling more confident and reporting those 

incidents.  So you have these we sort of had this situation where they weren't reporting at all 
for some cultural reasons. And now, the, there's a lot more emphasis on them speaking out and 
reporting that they've been, you know the subject of verbal abuse and other, so you know the 
paradox of the work that we all do on this forum is that if we're doing a really good job. The 
numbers are actually going to show are going to go up on those charts, because people are 
going to feel more confident in reporting these incidents. So, you know, then we're going to get 
everyone say well, why is hate crime up? But in fact, the recording is up it's actually a healthy 
thing I believe for democracy that people have that confidence and the trust relationship with 

law enforcement to come forward and report it.  

Jessica Corey: I've actually heard some politicians at places that I've been where they've told 

people to try to film, what's happening or take pictures.  And I just want to remind everyone to 
please if you're going to do that you have to do it safely, because the number one thing is it no 
one gets hurt, no one is injured. And we're seeing some confrontational situations occurring, 
when people are trying to now follow the person who was making the Hate speech and 
videotape them or take pictures of them, so we just want people to be careful because 
paramount his personal safety. 

Estee Williams: Earlier we had someone had discussed the developments of some new curricula 
for school use educating students on hate crimes and I was wondering if these curricula are in 
use already, and if so if we could somehow access it online. I'd be very curious to look at them 
myself and possibly even show them to my family. My other question is whether or not they'll 

be mandatory in our schools.  

DL: We're now creating the curriculum. It won't be ready for rollout until fall. And so, as much 
as I'd love to share it with you, it's going to have to wait a few more months. It's under 

development takes a lot of just backend work.  We're trying to make it so it's good for, in case, 
God forbid, the kids are still learning virtually but we're doing all kinds of components so I, at 

this point, I don't believe it will be mandatory.  But it'll be strongly encouraged, so will work 

closely with the Department of Education.  Do teacher trainings so that they're comfortable 
with the material and, you know, really, really push it so I'm optimistic about it and I'm real 
proud of the work we're doing in the space so but glad to hear you're interested in want to 
share it so wait for fall.  

ESS: And I'll just add that, that in the meantime, our office does provide educational 
programming in the schools, and we're available to bring assistant District attorneys and 

members of the community partnerships unit out to schools to talk about bias and hate 
crimes, and we're actively doing that now we're on our team is going to be meeting with 
Deborah's team to kind of learn from each other on we can all do this in the best possible way 

but for now if anybody's interested, we have that available  both virtually and in person to do 

presentations in schools.  



CD: So, and I just want to say that I think as a board, we should think about potential 

connections to education – maybe connect with local schools and/or CD3 and the CEC.  And 

there's, there's so much to talk about education and that's a great, great opportunity.  

Courtney Clark Metakis: I mean the key here is planning our school have a lesson plan for right 
now, but I think it'd be great to circle back once we kind of have a sense of where they are and 

make sure that our, our schools and our context there are looped into that we can transition  

that content as quickly as possible.  

Mark Diller: This year is a year in which the election of community education council members 
is taking place. And for the first time under mayoral control all parents get to vote instead of 
just the PTA president Treasurer and Secretary. So, there are Candidates statements out there.

 You may have following up on what you were saying, folks who are voters may very well want 
to think about those issues and how the candidates, line up on those issues when casting their 

boats.  

Theodore Speigel: Advertising campaign: put on MTA, buses, restaurants could put next to signs 
about Heimlich maneuver.  Also on the school bulletin boards.   So wherever you go in the city, 
recognition that someone’s going to get caught, so there’s prevention.   

CD: Want to thank the presenters.  

SF:  Thanks to everyone who attended, try to put information up on our website – concise but 
rich enough for people to understand.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAND USE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Richard Ashe and Jeannette Rausch 

March 17, 2021 at 6:30 

Land Use Committee of Community Board 7/Manhattan met via the Videoconferencing application 

Zoom. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Co-Chairperson Richard Ashe. 

Committee Members Present:   Richard Asche, Page Cowley, Louisa Craddock, Sheldon Fine, Jeannette 

Rausch, Seema Reddy, Richard Robbins, Melissa Rosenberg, Peter Samton, Ethel Sheffer 

Committee Members Absent: William Ortiz, Andrew Ridge 

Board non-committee members:  Mark Diller, Doug Kleiman, Sara Lind, Roberta Semer, 

Guests:  Nabeela Malik, Department of City Planning; Erik Cuello, CM Mark Levine’s Office; Kara Kelly 

and Marie-Therese Pope, neighbors of 50 West 69th Street. 

The following matters were discussed: 

1. Weekend Construction Permits:  The Committee has received complaints in the past regarding

excessive noise from construction, especially when occurring on weekends.  Most recently, it

received a number of complaints from neighbors of 50 W. 69th Street, concerning excessive noise,

vibrations and fumes emanating from a construction project of a private residence at 50 W. 69th

Street.  The project has been ongoing for four years, and contemplates underground facilities to a

depth of 30 feet sub-grade, including a swimming pool.

Kara Kelly and Marie-Therese Pope, neighbors of the project, told the committee that there has

been construction work at the premises on virtually every Saturday since at least June 2000,

commencing as early as 7:00AM.  The neighbors complained to 311 but were told that the

contractor had obtained a valid construction permit from the Department of Buildings.  The

neighbors shared with the Committee how intrusive this project has been to their health and overall

livelihoods and how unsettling it was to have no break on weekends.  They also noted they had

reached out to CM Rosenthal’s office and that of the Manhattan Borough President.

CB7 Comments:

• Ethel Sheffer suggested the Board write a letter to DOB asking for an explanation of why

permits are given so readily.

• Richard Robbins noted that the problem is endemic and that frequently, the contractor will

claim that Saturday work is necessary because of a dangerous condition on the premises.  In

the past, on another project, Richard submitted a foil application requesting the nature of

the alleged dangerous condition justifying that project’s weekend permits.  He never

received a response to the FOIL request, but he did note that after his request the Saturday

permits were no longer issued for that site.



• Melissa Rosenberg asked whether DOB checks in with the Community Board office before

issuing a Saturday permit.

• Mark Diller responded that this used to be the practice, but since the permit application was

converted to on-line, DOB stopped consulting with the Community Board.  He noted that

once an application is approved it is automatically renewed for the successive weeks.  He also

stressed using 311 data to support any concern.

• Sheldon Fine agreed that the Board should write a letter to DOB, gather additional

information and prepare a resolution at a future committee meeting.  He noted that support

from elected officials would also be useful

• Peter Samton noted that all contractors and developers want to work on Saturdays because

it reduces the time of construction and hence overall budget.

• Several committee members noted that, if a hazardous condition exists on a project, the

neighbors should be notified.

• Sheldon Fine suggested that if the work entails excessive noise and/or fumes, the

Department of Environmental Conservation should be contacted.  Kara Kelly responded that

the neighbors have had experts monitor the noise, and it was found to be technically within

legal limits—although unbearable.

• Richard Ashe suggested the neighbors submit a petition of signatures to the board to

demonstrate broad support for changing the DOB practice of readily granting weekend

permits.

• Louisa Craddock noted this is a borough-wide issue and should be discussed at the Borough

Board monthly meetings.

• Roberta Semer noted that this project came before CB7 in the past and we disapproved it.

It was the consensus of the committee that the Board should write a letter to the Commissioner of 

DOB and invite a representative of DOB to have a chance to come to CB7 to discuss it’s practice 

prior to drafting any resolution indicating our request to highly scrutinize and severely weekend 

construction permits, especially for non-essential projects. 

2. City Council Intro 2186 re: Comprehensive Planning: The Committee continued its discussion of

legislation currently pending at the City Council to amend various local laws to create a

mechanism for the City to create a ten-year comprehensive planning cycle.  Previously, the

Committee had agreed that while the need for more comprehensive planning was valid, the

current proposal had too many flaws to support.

• Jeannette Rausch noted that rather than moving the primary functions of developing the

long-term plan to a new expanded, Mayoral agency, that it be housed at the Department of

City Planning.  She noted that DCP actually has expertise in many of the areas and is already

charged with conducting comprehensive planning, even though it is not given the directive or

resources to go beyond zoning.



• Richard Asche commented that he opposed having City Planning as the lead agency because

1) DCP is involved almost exclusively with zoning issues, and a much broader perspective

involving several areas of expertise, would be required to create a comprehensive plan.  He

also noted that DCP is a mayoral agency, and that the plan would therefor be subject to

mayoral control.

• Ethel Sheffer commented that the proposed legislation is coming at the wrong time because

within a few months, the Mayor, the City Council President and 70% of the City Council

members will have been replaced.

• Peter Samton referred to a long-term plan created during the administration of Mayor John

Lindsay, which unfortunately was never implemented. He said that, nevertheless the plan

served a purpose in that it made people look at the city in a different way. He suggested that

a commission be established consisting of architects, planners, economists and other

professionals to produce a long-term plan.

• Louisa Cradock commented that what has been proposed is not a plan but “little pieces of

piece work.”  She noted that, as a former City Planning Department employee, she has the

highest regard for the professional in that agency and that DCP had population and

transportation and other departments with significant staff knowledge.  She also

acknowledged that it is a Mayoral agency so control by city hall would be just as great

regardless of if a new agency or DCP were conducting the work.  Louisa also opined that

whatever group is charged with creating the plan should be required to meet with the

Borough Boards at least four times a year.

• Melissa Rosenberg stated that she believes that the long-term plan mechanism should be

introduced as a proposed charter revision, in order to give communities maximum input.

• Mark Diller agreed with Melissa and expressed the view that the citywide statement of goals

should go through ULURP.  He encouraged any Conditions of the City Report be pursued

parallel to, and not be unilateral driven by the Mayor.

• Page Cowley stated that the Lindsay administration report was very important.  It put politics

aside.  The long-term plan should be developed by a board consisting of architects,

economists, traffic experts and planners, and should utilize census data.

• Jeannette Rausch stated that comprehensive planning is all about process, and that the

process should start with the communities, who need resources to plan.  This is very different

from the top down approach the proposed legislation calls for where a new Steering

Committee would establish quantitative growth targets for each community and then have a

new Mayoral agency draft three scenarios to meet such growth to then be presented to local

communities to choose one.

It was the consensus of the Committee that a resolution be developed which includes, in general 

the following points: 



1. The process by which the legislation is being proposed is without community input and

poorly timed, particularly in view of the fact that this is an election year, which will result in

a nearly complete turnover of city officials.

2. The proposed legislation envisages an excessively complex bureaucratic framework, which is

likely to result in waste and higher than necessary costs.

3. That the process of developing a long-term plan should involve community input at each

and every stage.

4. That the proposed five-year timetable for completion of the plan is significantly long.

5. That the process should involve an independent commission, which includes representatives

of the relevant professions.

6. That the process should acknowledge that the city is not monolithic and did not develop

uniformly, and that local input is required which recognizes differences among the City’s

neighborhoods.

7. That we agree with the expressed goals of diversity of opportunity and equitable

distribution of resources.

The Co-chairs agreed that they would draft a resolution that would synthesize these key points with past 

comments previously shared. 

Committee VOTE:  10-0-0-0. Non-Committee VOTE: 3-0-0-0 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00. 



TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday March 9, 2021 

Present: Howard Yaruss and Andrew Albert, Co-Chairpersons. Barbara Adler, Jay Adolf, Ken Coughlin, 

Julian Giordano, Sara Lind, Meg Schmidt, Roberta Semer 

Non Committee Board Members Present: Steven Brown, Mark Diller, Robert Espier, Doug Kleiman, 

Richard Robins, Susan Schwartz 

Andrew Albert called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm 

1. Discussion of speeding issues on West 79 Street and elsewhere in CB7. Andrew  

Albert, Mark Diller and Dale Brown (the chair of the West 79th Street Block Association) spent time 

looking at speeding cars on West 79th Street between Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues on a recent 

Sunday.   

Andrew Albert stated that the major problem is cars heading east. He asked for better signage 

to let drivers know that they must turn south at Columbus. 

Dale Brown said that a big concern is the Rodeph Sholom School at 168 West 79th Street, and 

117 West 79th Street which will become a supportive residence for Seniors.She suggested the need for 

signage, speed cameras , better lane markings and other traffic calming measures. 

Colleen Chatergoon of the Deparment of Transportation (DoT) said that DoT can’t put speed 

bumps on the street because it is a public bus route.  She said that DoT will send personnel to look at 

speeding  once they receive a letter from CB7.  They will look at the street in the morning, noon and 

evening rush periods. 

Ken Coughlin said 79th is a like a four lane highway.  He wants a way to signal to drivers to go 

slow 

Barbara Adler stated that it is a very dangerous street.  She added it is especially bad for 

pedestrians trying to cross from east to west or west to east at Amsterdam. 

Doug Kleiman added that there are many double parked cars and trucks on the street. 

Rich Robbins said the problem is district wide.  He added that there is a problem with traffic 

making left turns going north from Broadway onto Amsterdam. 

Peter Arndtsen also said that speeding is a district wide issue, especially on Amsterdam in the 

90s and 100s. 

Abbey l-Smith said that something needs to be done immediately 

Steven Brown said that there is a big problem when cars come off the highway at 79th Street. 

Several committee members asked for better signage for traffic leaving the highway and entering 79th 

Street.  It was suggested to ask the police to not look at both parts of 79th street to give out speeding 

tickets. 

After a discussion it was agreed that a letter will be sent to DoT requesting signage, speed 

cameras, lane markings and other traffic calming efforts. The letter will ask for short and long term 

solutions.  Andrew and Steven will reach out to the police to discuss the issues. 

2. Discussion of a proposed resolution urging the City of New York to take over the operation of an



online database of secondary street names. Ken Coughlin introduced Gil Tauber who has created a data 

base with all the names and bios of people who have had streets named for them (secondary street 

names).  Gil gave a brief presentation about his work.  He has done this on a volunteer bases, but wants 

to retire.  He is requesting that the City take over the function of updating the database every time the 

City Council Approves Secondary Street Names.  Ken Coughlin has submitted a resolution. Barbara Adler 

requested that the resolution be amended to include appreciation for Gil’s work. 

Resolution to approve:  

Board members: 9:0:0:0 

Non-Board members: 7:0:0:0 

3. Discussion of progress on implementing loading zones and consideration of next steps. Howard

Yaruss said that DoT had set up several loading zones in a trial to see how they worked.  It is now time to

add more zones. Andrew Albert, Howard Yaruss and CB7 Chair Steven Brown will set up a meeting with

DoT to discuss this and will update the Transportation Committee

4. MTA Updates.  Andrew Albert gave an update.

The Covid Relief Package contains 6.5 billion dollars, which is excellent news. 

The Long Island Railroad did not have enough passenger trains on Monday, which created 

overcrowded platforms and trains.   

Night time cleaning of trains will now occur between 2 and 4 pm, which is excellent.  The trains 

are constantly moving even when there are no passengers while they are being cleaned.  

The OMNI card program is expanding and it will be able to offer flexible pricing. 

Congestion Pricing is going to go forward.  The MTA will get information so that they are able to start an 

Environmental Impact Statement.  The process will take one year once it starts. 

12 more stations have been approved to become accessible. 

Doug Kleiman said that when he rides buses he often sees people not paying their fares.  Drivers 

have been told not to engage with passengers after a driver was killed.  Andrew asked Doug to send him 

information about the bus when he sees it happen in real time. 

Steven Brown said the city is creating a program where big developments in major locations will 

be responsible to help the station become accessible. 

5. New Business

Lisa Orman asked for an update about when work on the 79th Street Rotunda will begin.  She 

also request information about the Helen Rosenthal bypass bike path.  

People complained that because of the changes to alternate side parking the cars are not 

moving frequently, which results in dirty streets. 

Christine P. spoke about problems of closed bike lanes.  Colleen Chatergoon said that Utilities or 

Developers must maintain areas for bikes.  She requested that people let her know when there are 

problems 



Youth, Education and Libraries Committee Minutes 

March 18, 2021 

The Youth, Education and Libraries Committee of Community Board 7/ Manhattan met on Thursday 

March 18, 2021 by Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by co-chairs Courtney Clark-Metakis 

and Blanche Lawton. Committee members Beverly Donohue, Paul Fischer, Julian Giordano, Audrey 

Isaacs, Natasha Kazmi, Doug McGowan, Ira Mitchneck and Mark Diller participated. Non-committee 

members Christian Cordova, Doug Kleinman, Robert Espier, and Chair Steven Brown also participated. 

The following discussions were had and actions taken. 

Discussions with Yolanda Smith (Senior Education Analyst at the Independent Budget Office) and 

Naveed Hasan (Community Education Council for Community School District 3) 

Discussion of Fair Student Funding and the implications of reduced enrollment as a result of the Covid 

pandemic, including projections for Fiscal Year 2022. 

Yolanda Smith – Independent Budget Office 

• Presentation entitled “Schools in Debt Before and After Covid”

• Review of School Budget Timeline.  Each year:

o Initial budget allocations are typically released in May (for FY 21, budgets were not

released until July 2020, after the fiscal year had begun)

o City’s fiscal year begins July 1st

o Classes and largest expenses begin in September

o Registers close October 31st – the registers as of this date are used to compare projected

and actual enrollment

• Mid-year adjustment of an individual school’s budget typically occurs in January.  Since a

significant portion of an individual school’s budget is from the City rubric known as “Fair Student

Funding” or “FSF,” the actual enrollment as compared to the enrollment projected as the basis

for the school’s budget allocation made prior to the start of classes is a key factor in the final

budget.

• The Mid-Year Adjustment is the process by which a school’s budget begins to be reconciled to

audited register numbers.

• Mid-year adjustments – schools often set aside funds to meet the obligation to return funds

based on this enrollment reconciliation.

• DoE Budget Operations begin to shut down in March of each year.

• “Deferred Program Planning Initiatives” – finalized in April/May – are the process by which

schools request to roll over unspent funds to subsequent year.  Such requests are discretionary

and may not be granted, creating an incentive to spend funds on hand before the expiration of

the then-current fiscal year.

• City schools’ Fiscal Year ends June 30th.

• Reasons for school budget deficits:

o Enrollment losses

o Prior year enrollment loss



o Reclassification of students away from services that generate additional funds per the

FSF formula.  [For example, certain IEPs calling for special education services will carry

with them an increment for additional funding in addition to the basic general education

per pupil FSF allocation.]

• Why are there deficits?

o Allocations are based on projections of number and need levels of students expected to

attend each school.

o Loss of enrollment beyond projections; students no longer being certified for certain IEP

or special education services; schools not offering certain IEP services.

• Schools typically are asked to repay deficit funds.

• Past Policies relating to School budget deficits:

o 2014-19 – repayment plans were established so that a school would not be required to

repay the entirety of an excess allocation in a single fiscal year.

o 2020 – forgave deficits dating from FYs 2018 and prior.

o Size of deficit affects the length of time for school to repay.

• Borough-wide average school deficits were largest in 2018 until the pandemic.

• Expect FY 2021 will be even greater.

• 2021 expected Citywide deficits $177MM (vs $35MM in 2020).

• Post-Covid Considerations

o City DoE should examine all of the reasons that drove the experience of deficits,

distinguishing between the pandemic vs other reasons/drivers.

o Should attempt to understand whether the problem is a one-shot issue or is likely to be

recurring/long-standing?

• Budget priorities in tight times – schools face competing budget pressures based on policy

priorities.  For example, schools face questions such as whether to:

o Maintain staff?

o Maintain class size?

o Reserve funds to pay for new or unexpected needs?

• City and State Budgets are still projecting multi-billion deficits, so opportunity for relief from

deficits may be limited.

• Q:  Blanche:  Please advise us of the structure and role of the IBO.

• A:  T he IBO is a Charter-authorized non-Mayoral agency

• -- counterpoint to the OMB (Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget)

• -- modeled on the CBO (Congressional Budget Office)

• Target audience is the public at large and advocacy groups, including State and other authorities

and agencies needing funding analyses.



• IBO reviews most City agencies’ budgets, not just the NYC Department of Education (“DoE”).

• Q: Bev – IBO provides wonderful analyses and makes them available on its website.

• Q: Bev – IBO has assumed other, non-budget responsibilities re DoE.

• A:  IBO has always been a part of the Education Task Force – working with City and the State

Comptrollers, City Council Budget Office, others to review the DoE budget.

• Among other duties, IBO employs 6 analysts doing research on DoE functions beyond the

budget to perform education research topics.

• Q:  Bev – FSF formula is not equitably delivered across all schools, dating back to its origins.

There are schools that receive less than the amounts called for under FSF – others receive 100%

(or more) of FSF amounts.

• Q:  Have schools that have received less than the FSF given relief?

• A:  DoE admits that it does not fully fund all schools – it is an on-going effort to try to improve

this record.

• FY 2021 Deficits – DoE was able to give a 25% credit to every school in deficit.1

• It is currently unclear whether all schools will receive a FSF full allocation.

• Understand and agree with the argument that schools that were not fully funded should not be

required to pay back their deficits.

• It is possible that DoE will use Stimulus funding to bring schools up to full funding – concern is

that Stimulus will eventually run out.

• Q:  Robert Espier – Has anyone studied where the lost enrollment has gone?  Are students

transferring to Charter Schools or private schools?

• Q:  If to Charters, are public schools compensated for loss of enrollment to Charters?

• A:  DoE reported 14% decline in enrollment overall for FY 2021.

• A:  Unsure if Charter schools experienced a similar decline.

• A:  Not aware of research proving that enrollment shifted to Charters.

• A:  Over recent (pre-pandemic) years, Charters have not lost enrollment (Pre-Pandemic).

• A: There is no compensation to schools losing enrollment.

• Q:  Seema:  Regarding enrollment numbers that drive school budget allocations – is there a fixed

funding allocation for certain overhead expenses?

• A:  There is a fixed base allocation – “foundation funding,” of appoximately $225K per school to

cover certain expenses such as principal and certain other administrative salaries and other

expenses that are incurred regardless of the size of the school.  The amount of the foundation

funding has not changed in many years, but the costs it represents have not remained constant.

1 Editor’s Note:  This YEL meeting took place prior to the Mayor’s March 23, 2021 announcement that individual 

schools would be held harmless in FY 2021 from the obligation to repay deficits from mid-year adjustments due to 

enrollment losses during the pandemic. 



• Q:  Seema:  With respect to conceptual approaches to addressing deficits, especially whether 

the enrollment losses are temporary, is anyone thinking about latitude in this most unusual 

year? 

• A:  The 25% credit against deficits is a possible answer – not clear if it meets the size of the issue, 

but reflects a policy of lenience. 

 

• Q:  Ira:  Experience demonstrates that even PTA presidents are leaving the City and system 

during the pandemic.  We need current data relating to applications to Kindergarten, middle 

school and high school to reveal whether the changes in enrollment are temporary or indicative 

of a trend – whether this is an anomaly or an on-going issue (anecdotal evidence is that it is on-

going). 

o CEC meetings revealed that deficits are often rolled over to subsequent years – leading 

to the question why would DoE terrorize schools about repaying deficits, which is 

destructive to parent confidence in those schools? 

o Even though funding is decreasing because of lost enrollment, schools will need more 

funding to compensate for the remedial work that will be necessary to meet standards 

and overcome the learning losses during remote learning, as well as the social and 

emotional consequences of isolation. 

o Funding is decreasing at the same time that needs are increasing. 

o What will the recovery entail and what it would cost. 

 

• A:  Stimulus funds will probably be used to fill the learning loss gaps.  One such use of Stimulus 

funds is the proposed expanded summer school – expanded both in terms of the length of the 

program and the number of students expected to be reached. 

• A:  Stimulus funding is intended to be dedicated to learning loss. 

• A:  Long term problems cannot be solved overnight, even with Stimulus funding. 

• A:  Each school is unique – each will need focused efforts to identify and address long- and 

short-term needs (the concept is to use Stimulus funding for the short-term problems). 

• A: This is the “rainy day” for which we have been saving. 

• A:  Communities and families should question the assumptions on which FSF is based. 

 

• Q:  Natasha – thanks – please come back when data is available to learn whether this is long-

term and on-going problem. 

 

• Q:  Steven:  To what extent are school budget deficits a result of the deal struck with the UFT 

(United Federation of Teachers) about needing to hire teachers to address staffing for remote 

and in-person/blended learning?  

• A:  It is not clear that significant numbers of new teachers were hired. Rather, existing DoE 

professionals, including those at Tweed and other Central Offices, may have been reassigned to 

schools and virtual classrooms to meet staffing needs.  The DoE Central Office may also have 

fronted additional funds for certain needs. 

• Q:  Steven – how many schools actually set aside funds for deficit repayment.  

• A:  Some schools have a “register loss set-aside” – IBO has examined these amounts in the past. 



• Q:  Steven – There is a long-standing concern about the formula by which State funding is 

allocated to NYC vs other parts of the State.  It does not track population or needs. 

• A:  IBO will look to see whether it can supply data that would helpful in advocating for more 

funds to pass through to NYC.   

Discussion with Naveed Hasan of CEC3 

• CEC3 is trying to determine what appropriate next steps it should take in the immediate short 

term with respect to enrollment losses and their impact on school mid-year deficits. 

• Schools should be held harmless for matters beyond their control. 

• Covid responses are not matters for which any school can reasonably be held accountable. 

 

• In this context, the federal funds should not be classified as “stimulus.” With respect to schools, 

this is really “disaster relief funds.” 

• Should use funds to address issues created by the disaster. 

• Also concerned that the federal disaster relief funding actually reaches our DoE schools 

equitably.  Especially in light of the reality that even under FSF, not every school receives its full 

prescribed allocation. 

• At a recent meeting, CEC3 heard from Matthew Manner, the principal liaison for Budgets at the 

ROC (Regional Operations Center) for our schools.  Mr. Manner noted that occasionally school 

deficits that are rolled over can be forgiven in periodic amnesty programs.  One partial example 

is the 25% discount announced for this year. 

• Naveed has prepared a spreadsheet listing the in-person and remote student populations on at 

each CSD3 school, as well as the number of faculty and staff at each school. 

 

• The data reflects a 50% increase in adults in CSD3 schools from 9/2020 to 2/ 2021 – it is unclear 

whether those adults are all faculty and if so whether they are on the schools’ budgets or are 

adults reassigned from other DoE facilities or duties.   

 

• Naveed also updated a CB7 spreadsheets on Deficits based on enrollment losses in CSD3 

schools.  

• Schools that have the highest deficits are the schools that are traditionally over-enrolled in prior 

years, which in turn are for the most part the schools in those Upper West Side neighborhoods 

with highest residential rents.  One surmise is that those same families are the ones with the 

economic means to leave the City during the pandemic. 

• Unable to project whether this trend will abate or continue. 

 

• Q:  Seema:  Surprised that the DoE would allow schools to rollover deficits. 

• A:  CEC was surprised as well – relieved that Matthew Manner would not force schools into 

austerity precisely when it would be most disastrous to force that onto schools during this 

recovery from the pandemic. 

• Q:  Seema:  is there a trend as to which schools lost enrollment 

• A:  Schools in most expensive neighborhoods are the ones losing the most enrollment. 



• A:  Courtney – that is the trend in CSD3, but unclear whether that is common Citywide, where

the numbers seem to be different.

• Q:  Steven – Were the increased numbers of adults in schools the result of hiring teachers?

• A:  Increase in number of adults in school buildings are from reports to NYS Dept of Health for

tegstin and tracing – but it is unclear whether they are reassigned from Central etc.

• A:  As to reopening – CEC members like CB7 members have widely divergent experiences and

preferences.  Also, different schools’ current experiences may make return to or expansion of in-

person learning more or less difficult.  For example,  PS 145 currently has 65% of its students

learning remotely, so it would be easier to offer 5-day in-person to the rest.

• Q:  Ira – frustration with pace of learning both in person and remote.

• A: CEC members share the frustration.

• Q:  Ira – has anyone done the math on the actual safe distancing required?

• A:  No data has been shared with the CEC, but given how tight the space is in schools pre-

pandemic, it seems unlikely that the DoE can bring back all students even if reduce 6’ to 3’.

• Courtney – IBO study from September 2020 about the cost to reopen was key – will need to

revisit and update.

• Q: Bev – Regarding summer school – the announcement promises the availability of intensive

summer school for more students, and sports and physical activities.

• Q:  In normal years summer school is a step-child of the budget since it is at the very beginning

of the fiscal year.  Most schools that try to launch a robust summer school do so with funds that

they plan for in the preceding year.  Is that happening here?

• A:  Naveed – no confidence that the summer school programs will deliver on these promises –

the costs of such programs will very significant .

A:  Naveed – need robust advocacy to ensure the deep needs for remediation from learning

gaps under the pandemic and remote learning are truly addressed.

• A:  Will be even more difficult given that this is a Mayoral election year with the prospect for yet

another new chancellor in less than a year’s time.

• Q:  Courtney – how can these deficits be closed if excessing teachers is a death-blow to schools?

• A:  Yolanda – recovery of deficits is a reason why advocates should examine all underlying

assumptions – hoping Stimulus will fill in the gaps enough to make the schools sustainable.

• Q:  Roberta – this is daunting – how can principals organize for a productive year.

• A:  Naveed – principals are working two full-time jobs trying to deal with these issues, meet the

needs of the faculty and still create programs that meet the needs of the students in vastly

different settings.  Great respect for those principals who are still trying to make things work.

• Q:  Julian – Per Session funding is source of many afterschool and remedial services.  Will

unused per session funding be available to rollover?



• A:  Yolanda – Concerned that the huge cash demands on every City Agency will result in all

unused funds being swept up into the General Fund rather than allowing schools to roll over

such funds.  Might be wise to spend any existing funding rather than count on rolling over.

• Q: Julian – FSF has issues that pre-date Covid.  FSF does not adjust for increases in teacher

salaries.  Would it be useful to include in a resolution both Covid-related matters as well as FSF

matters and the failure to fully fund the Campaign for Fiscal Equity amounts.

• A:  Yolanda – collective bargaining increases are included in the funding formula – whether in

FSF or other allocations.

• A:  But there are other amounts that do not grow with changes – e.g. Foundation funding and

per capita amounts have not kept pace.

• A:  FSF is a City methodology, not a State allocation formula.

Potential resolution – should advocate for support to schools: 

• Courtney:  Advocating to make sure that the Stimulus funds are received by the schools who

need them, given the historical formulas for distribution to NYC from NYS.

• Resolution should highlight the underlying problems with FSF as well as the historic failure to

deliver the full complement of FSF to all schools.

• Mark:  The resolution should have an unambiguous call for a moratorium on the clawback of

funding based on enrollment losses during the pandemic year.  It would not make sense to try

divine which expenses and deficits were Covid-related and which were not.

• Roberta – We must level the playing field, and the resolution should reflect that need.

• Ira – Need for the Resolution to address key issues on funding and making up for learning gap in

the last few months.  Leave to the electeds the weeds of how to find the funds.

• We are now underfunding education more than ever before.

• Natasha – Summer school should be a part of the Resolution – should be a robust part of

planning, and be an inducement to get parents and guardians who were able to move away to

want to return.

• Seema and Steven – Brevity and pithy are key elements of the Resolution – focus immediate

issues at hand and not as much on longer term fundamental issues.

• Bev – The Resolution should express the need for clarity on funding well in advance so that

principals and all concerned may plan adequately – funding restorations the day before they are

needed are not effective as they deprive those involved the ability to plan which is essential to

successful programs.

• Doug – The Resolution should use impactful terms – “rescue” plan not “stimulus.”



• Yolanda – on the right track with this resolution.  IBO will be working on school deficits. 

VOTE on resolution:  Committee:  8-0-0-0; Non-Committee 3-0-0-0 

 

New Business 

Steven –  

• The 2-case closure rule has become a topic of concern.  

• Propose to send a clarifying letter on CB7’s concerns about the science behind this rule and its 

impact on all aspects of students’ experiences.   

Courtney –  

• CB7’s previous resolution highlighted need for clearer scientific justification relating to the 

opening and closing of schools, especially given that the 2-case rule does not distinguish 

between larger and smaller schools thus increasing the likelihood that larger schools will be 

closed more frequently and for longer periods.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Diller  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENIOR TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES 

March 11, 2021 

Present:  Roberta Semer, Chair Task Force ,Steven Brown (Chair CB7), Louisa Craddock, Beverly 

Donahue, Madge Rosenberg, Brittany McDonald (DOROT), Lisa Beth Miller and Jane Weinstein 

(Lighthouse Guild),  Micki Navarro (WSFSSH), Susan Matloff-Nieves (Goddard riverside) Paula Seefeldt 

(LILLY);  Cindy Cardinal and Rita Genn (Council Member Helen Rosenthal), Hannah Weinerman 

(Congressman Jerry Nadler)<  Shana Harmongoff (Senator Brian Benjamin) 

Meeting called to order at 10 am 

1. Updates:

Micki Navarro reported that all residents at Red Oaks have been vaccinated.  She also said that all of

WSFSSH staff have been vaccinated.

Susan Matloff Nieves said that all residents at Phelphs House have been vaccinated.  Tomorrow, March

12, Lincoln Square Neighborhood Center will be an onsite vaccination location from 8:45 until 1:45 to

vaccinate at least 100 seniors.  There are 700 seniors in their area.  Susan also said that Goddard

Riverside has applied to be part of the Meals on Heels program, but it is on hold for now.

Janet Weinstein and Lisa Beth Miller reported that they have vaccines available for there clients.  The

Lighthouse Guild is building a Technology Center.

Brittany McDonald said that DOROT has a program to help Seniors with technology

2. Forum on Hearing and Vision.  It was decided to try to have the program in May which is Older

Americans Month.  Roberta, Lisa, and Janet will work on the forum with Carolyn Ginsburg Stern from the

Center for Hearing

3  Discussion of where seniors and other eligible people are able to get vaccinated: Shana Harmongoff 

noted that their office has been sending constituents to the  uptown Armory. Next Meeting, Thursday 

April 8 at 10am 



BYLAWS TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES 

March 4, 2021 

Task Force Members Present: Barbara Adler (BA), Jay Adolf (JA), Josh Cohen (JC), Natasha Kazmi (NK), 

Michele Parker (MP), and Chair Susan Schwartz (SS) 

Task Force Members Not Present: None 

Other Board Members Present: CB7 Board Chair Steven Brown (SB) 

Meeting on Zoom was called to order at 10 AM and adjourned at 11:10 AM. 

The focus of this meeting was discussion of a draft of CB7 Best Practices circulated in advance of the 

meeting. It was agreed that this document should be limited to Zoom issues and should be much shorter 

than the draft reviewed. We discussed ways in which meetings could be improved and agreed that 

attendance is a critical issue. Even though we are currently meeting on Zoom, the meetings are intended 

to replicate in-person meetings as much as possible.  

At our next meeting, we will review and finalize the revised Best Practices document. We will also begin 

discussion of best practice for CB7 members interacting with the press. 

Next Steps 

1. Chair Susan Schwartz will revise and circulate another draft Best Practices: Zoom for review by

Task Force members prior to our next meeting.

2. Our next meeting will be on Thursday April 1, 2021 at 10 AM on Zoom.


