
COMMUNITY BOARD 7/MANHATTAN MINUTES 
Full Board Meeting   
Community Board 7/Manhattan’s Full Board met on Tuesday, May 7, 2019, at Mt. Sinai West in the district. Chair 
Roberta Semer called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm after the Secretary confirmed the existence of a quorum. 
 
Chair’s Report: Roberta Semer 
Minutes from the previous Full Board meeting were approved.   
Vote: 28-0-5-0 
 

 Introduction of new Board Members:  Barbara Adler, Julian Giordano, Rev K Karpen, Erika Mouynes, William 
Ortiz and Meg Schmidt 

 The Board Potluck welcoming new members is May 21 at 6 :00 at Board Office  

 TV shows being aired : Roberta Semer and Lolita Ferrin interviewed 1. kids and teachers  from Westside High 
School talking about the 4 freedoms, 2. Madelyn Innocent and Victor Bach discussing NYCHA, 3. Amy Hyman 
discussing the Children Aids Society programs at Frederick Douglass 

 Hate Crimes Forum on Monday May 20th  CB7 co-sponsor with Board 6 

 DOT will bring rotunda to joint meeting 6 :00pm this Thursday 5/9 

 Love Your Tree Day – 5/18 at noon Amsterdam and 84th – CB7 is cosponsor 

 200 Amsterdam – they have been allowed to continue working on the inside while there is a debate on a 
sidewalk shed over property belonging to Lincoln Towers 

 Gale Brewer’s reception for members 5/29 at 6 :30 at AMNH – please RSVP 

 CB7’s Testimony to the Charter Revision Commission – Charter Revision Task Force 
o Manhattan Hearing this Thursday 5/9 at 6:00  
o Seema and Richard Ashe will take the testimony there  
o Jay Adolf – last charter revision passed term limits for CBs and approved Civic Engagement Commission, 

as a CB we opposed this. We should tell the Council that they should review this.  
o Roberta – Commission has said that they will not review these items. 
o Audrey – when we talk about BP’s budget, we should also say that the PA should have an independent 

budget 
o Janet: 197-A Plans – communities used to do these, but City Planning did not follow them once they 

were adopted. Needs to be stronger language around enforcement. We will add language about the fact 
that City Planning should have to follow these plans more closely. 

o Ethel: City Planning does aid the CBs in drafting these plans. The reason it doesn’t work is that the plans 
are extremely complicated and detailed and City Planning does not provide any budget for technical 
assistance to aid the CB. CBs have to hire consultants because it’s so complicated, but they don’t have 
the money or budget. We need a budget. This resolution is too weak. / On the Comprehensive Plan: NYC 
does not have a comprehensive plan. This will not help because it will be vague, lengthy, confusing, etc. 
The comprehensive plan idea is incoherent and will not help. 

o Richard: Our resolution does not advocate for the creation of a comprehensive plan. To the contrary, it 
advocates to make available all of the other plans in one place in an indexed way. / 197-A: would be 
good to add something that requires the City to fund a plan appropriately. 

o Paige: Thanks the Commission for taking her ideas.  
o After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
o VOTE: 35-0-7-0 

 
Community Session: 
 
Peter Arndtsen, Columbus-Amsterdam BID 
Events calendars available 
 
Bob Wyman, Gas Decapitalization 

 Clean heat 

 ConEd case – state has policy to reduce carbon emissions 
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 Largest buildings need to reduce carbon footprint 40% by 2030 

 Consumption of gas will be reduced 

 ConEd – recovers the cost of gas assets over at 85 year period. Over next 30 years, we will continue to pay the 
full price of the gas network. Stranded assets.  

 This is going to become a disaster.  
 
Tiffany Bryant, Shakespeare in the Park 

 Much Ado About Nothing 

 Hercules 

 All performances are free, on the day of performance tickets can be gotten at Delacorte theater, online through 
lottery, etc 

 Theater will be undergoing a renovation in the fall – see website for more info 
 
Zach Campbell, Gilder Center at AMNH 

 Court dismissed challenge against Gilder Center 

 Interior removals are now complete 

 Completed work to disconnect internal systems 

 Completed additional tree pruning and care 

 Working on installing necessary protections for adjacent buildings 

 Begun dismantling glass pavilion 

 Container trucks and excavator brought on site for the project 

 Subscribe to the email list at www.amnh.org 

 Question: why is there a sidewalk shed on Columbus Ave that’s so far from the construction? Is that really 
necessary? Seems outrageous to close the sidewalk so far from construction. 

 Answer: logistics were reviewed heavily during EIS and that was determined to be the best structure. When 
activities ramp up the site will be used and this will be necessary. 

 
Jennifer Zarr, NYPL 

 All branches are facing millions of dollars in possible budget cuts – reduction of hours and programs. City asks 
the libraries for help with many important initiatives that help New Yorkers most in need and NYPL has gladly 
accepted these challenges.  

 Go to website www.nypl.org and sign a letter of support or go into one of the branches and sign an actual letter 

 Mark: is council testimony for Mayor’s final budget for this item scheduled yet? 

 Answer: not sure yet – will look into it 
 
Lieutenant Jared Badillo, 20th Precinct 

 Crime Stats past 28 days – 21% decrease in index crimes, YTD 27% decrease in overall crime 

 Spike in high end cars having their side mirrors stolen in the last few weeks 

 Please be the police eyes and ears – if you hear a car alarm and you see anyone suspicious please call it in 
 
Deborah Brown, West 69th Street Mega-Mansion 

 This situation is untenable 
 
Kara Kelly, West 69th Street Block Association 

 Weigh impact that construction projects have on residents and say no to excessive construction on residential 
blocks 

 This is extreme – drilling down two stories through bedrock 

 This project’s size and scope was in the record 

 Want DOB to do an audit 

 Roberta: This came before CB7 a few years ago, we did not approve it 
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Penny Shaw, West 69th Street Zoning 

 Zoned for residential use, but we’re concerned that a zoning change request could be in the future 

 The owner has an interest in boutique hotels and real estate ventures around the world – concerned that he will 
want to rezone to make this a hotel 

 He is also behind the construction of 145 Central Park North 

 Please do not approve any rezoning request 
 
Olga Berg, 69th St 

 “We are being gassed” 

 Our children have to breathe exhaust for two years 

 DOB says that when people pay that much money 
 
Eileen Vazquez, West 69th St Block Association 

 Government agencies should review their policies for permit requests 

 Agencies didn’t think about the impact of people living on this street  
 
Shaen Begleiter, West 68th Street Block Association 

 This has negative impacts on West 68th Street as well 

 This is supposed to have been a landmarked structure – several times things like this have come before CB 
where they say one thing will happen and then something else happens 

 Rear façade has been removed, so the CB’s whole discussion is a moot point 
 
David Chester, Bike Path Hudson River Greenway 

 Helen Rosenthal said it should be finished, but no progress 

 What is happening with this 
 
Sam Prangley, Sierra Club 

 Peaker plant on 12th between 58-59 

 This plant is a huge polluter in our neighborhood – ½ ton of nox every three hours that it runs 

 Only runs at times of peak supply  

 Please sign petition 

 Make NYS 100% renewable 
 
Linda Alexander, Taste of UWS 

 May 17th and May 18th 

 www.tasteuws.com 

 Biggest fundraiser for the neighborhood – this year honoree is WSCAH 
 
Manhattan Borough President's Report – Rosie Mendez 

 April Adams on her Honeymoon – congrats!  

 Shout-out to the new appointees of the Board 

 Apologies for the logistical problems that delayed appointments 

 5/29 – Reception at AMNH – Task Force members also invited. Also can bring a +1. Please RSVP! 

 BP filed lawsuit against Mayor and City for Holmes Tower.  

 BP filed lawsuit about Two Bridges – out of scale development and lack of ULURP process  

 Charter Revision Commission - can also send written testimony  

 City Council Budget Hearings – there are public sessions for this as well  

 Congestion Pricing – expect to have this rolled out in 2020  

 Legislation on vacant storefronts – capture this data 

http://www.tasteuws.com/
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Reports by Elected Officials’ Representatives: 
 
Julien Dellaporta, Office of Helen Rosenthal, New York City Council Member (6th District): 

 5/21 – Budget hearing at City Hall – can go speak about libraries  

 Events calendar available 
 
Caitlyn Letterii, Office of Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal (67th District): 

 Tenant Tuesdays – AM supports the Housing Justice for All Platform 

 Prime sponsor on: Bill to ban vacancy decontrol; Bill to reform system of rent increases for rent control tenants 

 Bill to ban cat declawing was voted out of Agriculture Committee for the first time, now goes to Codes 
Committee 

 Question: Is AM involved in efforts to overturn Urdstadt Law?  

 Answer: Unsure 
 
Saadia Santos, Office of State Senator Jose Serrano (29th District): 

 Very busy passing bills 

 Identify high local environmental impact zones – guidelines for zones that are already highly impacted by 
environmental adversity  

 Bills to protect natural resources, etc 
 
Hannah Weinerman, Office of U.S. House Member Jerrold Nadler (10th District): 

 Been very busy 

 Still demanding full unredacted Mueller report and all underlying evidence 

 Tomorrow voting on whether to issue contempt citation to AG Barr 

 Working on getting Mueller to testify before the committee 

 First congressional hearing on ERA in over 30 years – Nadler oversaw that hearing 
 
Liam Galligan, Office of Assembly Member Danny O’Donnell (69th District): 

 Supporting 9 bills in the Housing Justice for All Platform 

 Small Business Survival Act – automatic lease renewals and reasonable rent increases 

 SCRIE – bill to exempt social security income from that $50,000 maximum 
 
Alek Miletic, Office of Assembly Member Dick Gottfried 

 Supports Green Amendment to New York State Constitution – every New Yorker has right to clean air, clean 
energy, etc 

 L Train Slowdown has begun 

 Question: what’s his position on vaccination issue 

 “I am thinking about the issue and have told the sponsor that I am willing to put the bill on for consideration on 
the health committee when he can show he has the votes” 

 
Allen Valerio, Office Manhattan DA Cy Vance 

 Important convictions update 

 Working to keep illegal guns off our streets 
 
Asher Baumrin, Office of State Senator Brad Hoylman 

 Thanks to the West 69th Street Block Association members for coming out 

 50 West 66th – signed on to letter to DOB asking them to stop issuing variances for after-hours construction 

 Working on letter about 200 Amsterdam calling for full stop work order 
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Business Session:   
Transportation Committee 
Suzanne Robotti and Howard Yaruss, Co-Chairpersons 
Resolution Re: 
1. Request by 30 West 61st Street to make permanent the “No Standing” zone in front of its building to accommodate 

the fact that trucks backing into the receiving dock of 1865 Broadway will not be able to accomplish that maneuver 
without it.  The zone is currently in place to accommodate the construction of 1865 Broadway. 

After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 41-0-2-0 
 
Business & Consumer Issues Committee, Linda Alexander and Christian Cordova, Co-Chairpersons 
Resolutions Re:  
New application to the SLA for two-year liquor license: 
2. 519 Columbus Avenue (West 85th Street) Consulate NYC LLC, d/b/a To be Determined.  
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 43-0-2-0 
 
Application to the SLA for a Change to Method of Operation and Corporate Change: 
3. 3A. 768 Amsterdam Avenue (West 98th Street) Guacamole Midtown Corp d/b/a Guacamole Taqueria. Application for 

a rear yard patio. 
Neighbors were supportive of this solution and contributed to the list of stipulations. 
Applicant has agreed to this. 
Is the sound canopy effective? Several other examples around the district. It doesn’t eliminate the sound, but it mitigates 
the problem.  
Josh – this applicant has shown no good faith to do the right thing. 
After deliberation, the resolution to disapprove with stipulations was adopted. 
VOTE: 34-2-10-0 
3B. 768 Amsterdam Avenue (West 98th Street) Guacamole Midtown Corp d/b/a Guacamole Taqueria. Corporate Change 
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 40-0-2-0 
 
Renewal Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafés: 
4. 413 Amsterdam Avenue (West 79th - 80th Streets.) Renewal application #1396587-DCA to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs by Flagship S B Amsterdam NY, LLC, d/b/a Saravana Bhavan, for a four-year consent to operate an 
unenclosed sidewalk café with 11 tables and 22 seats. 

After deliberation, the resolution to disapprove was adopted. 
VOTE: 43-0-0-0 
5. 485 Columbus Avenue (West 83rd – 84th Streets.) Renewal application #1249725-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by Cilantro West, LLC, d/b/a Cilantro West, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café 
with 9 tables and 18 seats. 

After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 43-0-1-0 
 
6. New Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafes: 

 483 Amsterdam Avenue (West 83rd Street.) New application #3003-2019-ASWC to the Department of Consumer 
Affairs by Pizza 84, LLC, d/b/a Marinara Pizza, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 
9 tables and 20 seats. 

 217 West 85th Street (Broadway – Amsterdam Avenue.) New application #2637-2019-ASWC to the Department 
of Consumer Affairs by 217 W85, LLC, d/b/a Elea, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café 
with 10 tables and 20 seats. 
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 2460 Broadway (West 91st Street.) New application #2554-2019-ASWC to the Department of Consumer Affairs by 
Joe & The Juice New York, LLC, d/b/a Joe & The Juice, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk 
café with 3 tables and 8 seats. 

 949 Columbus Avenue (West 106th – 107th Streets.) New application #3267-2019--ASWC to the Department of 
Consumer Affairs by The Calaveras Group, Inc, d/b/a The Calaveras, for a four-year consent to operate an 
unenclosed sidewalk café with 3 tables and 8 seats. 

After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 44-0-1-0 
 
7. 2020 Broadway (West 69th -70th Streets.) New application #2409-2019-ASWC to the Department of Consumer Affairs 

by Expresso Bookstore & Café Broadway, LLC, d/b/a Shakespeare & Co., for a four-year consent to operate an 
unenclosed sidewalk café with 7 tables and 19 seats. 

After deliberation, the resolution to disapprove was adopted. 
VOTE: 41-1-5-0 
 
Land Use Committee, Page Cowley and Seema Reddy, Co-Chairpersons 
8. Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal’s legislation to amend the multiple dwelling law, in relation to the definition of 

floor area (A05026).   
Vigorous conversation was had about the importance of dealing with this issue. Concerns were raised about whether this 
is an appropriate issue for the state to legislate on or whether this is a city Home Rule issue. Concerns were also raised 
about whether the legislation is well-designed. However, the city proposal is completely inadequate.  
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 30-7-10-0 
 
Preservation Committee, Mark Diller, Chairperson 
Resolutions Re:  
9. 400 West End Avenue #15AB (West 79th – 80th Streets.) Application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for 

in-kind window replacement. 
After deliberation, the resolution to disapprove was adopted. 
VOTE: 40-0-4-0 
 
10. 200 West 83rd Street, d/b/a Aimco (aka 468 Amsterdam Avenue.) Application to the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission to install a gateway. 
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE: 41-0-2-0 
 
11. 313 Columbus Avenue (West 75th Street.) Application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for replacement of 

sidewalk and sidewalk vault for an accessible entrance to the ground floor. 
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. Amendment to the Resolution  
VOTE: 33-0-0-6 
Amendment: 40-0-2-0 
 
12. 301 West 96th Street, dba Westside Pilates (West End Avenue.) Application to the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission for signage.  
After deliberation, the resolution to approve was adopted. 
VOTE:41-0-1-0  
 
Present: Roberta Semer, Barbara Adler, Jay Adolf, Andrew Albert, Linda Alexander, Richard Asche, Steven Brown, Elizabeth 
Caputo, Cindy Cardinal, Joshua Cohen, Christian Cordova, Kenneth Coughlin, Page Cowley, Louisa Craddock, Catherine 
DeLazzero, Mark N. Diller, Robert Espier, Lolita Ferrin, Sheldon J. Fine, Paul Fischer, Julian Giordano, Amy Hyman, Madelyn 
Innocent, Audrey Isaacs, K Karpen, Natasha Kazmi, Doug Kleiman, Blanche E. Lawton, Sara Lind, Jennifer Markas, Ira 
Mitchneck, Erika Mouynes, William Ortiz, Michele Parker, Jeannette Rausch, Seema Reddy, Andrew Rigie, Richard Robbins, 
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Suzanne Robotti, Madge Rosenberg, Melissa Rosenberg, Peter Samton, Meg Schmitt, Susan Schwartz, Ethel Sheffer and 
Howard Yaruss. Absent: Klari Neuwelt, Jennifer Nitzky, Katie Rosman and Polly Spain 
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Business & Consumer Issues Committee Minutes 

Linda Alexander and Christian Cordova, Co-Chairpersons 

Wednesday May 8, 2019 

 

Business & Consumer Issues Committee of Community Board 7/Manhattan met at the District Office, 250 West 87th 

Street. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Co-Chairperson Christian Cordova. 

 

Committee Members Present: Linda Alexander, Christian Cordova, Joshua Cohen, Paul Fischer, Doug Kleiman, Michele 

Parker, Seema Reddy, Andrew Rigie 

 

Non-Committee Members Present: Barbara Adler, Roberta Semer 

 

Committee Members Absent: Elizabeth Caputo 

 

The following matters were discussed: 

 

Renewal application to the SLA for a two- year liquor license: 

1. 955 West End Avenue (West 106th Street) Mocha Lounge Inc. d/b/a West End Lounge.  

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Dana Lapan, Helbraun & Levey, Dana@helbraunlevey.com; Alan Eric Fisler, owner 

Ericfisler@gmail.com. 

 

Community and CB7 Comments: 

 Doug Schoenberg, neighbor: talked about rats, garbage and noise. Says there is a security person at the bar, but 

in January there was a guard patting down patrons.  

 Steve Knoll, 300 West End Avenue: said he feels the patrons’ fighting is upsetting and doesn’t believe the 

owners will do anything to mitigate problems. 

 Justine Blau, 300 West End Avenue: photographed sign saying “late night kitchen open until 3:30 a.m.” violating 

its Method of Operation. 

 Dan Zweig (106th Street & West End Avenue): says there is still amplified music. Still violating Method of 

Operation.  

 Maggie Donohue, 301 West End Avenue: has been trying to curtail noise and has attended multiple meetings to 

stop music after midnight. Says it has improved but not enough.  

 Taylor, 995 West End Avenue: wonders why they are still playing loud music and ignoring the neighbors. At 

12:30 a.m. when people are leaving the bar it is very noisy. Offered photos of garbage in the trench. 

 Josh Cohen said they show an unwillingness to correct issues. 

 Paul Fischer has been a patron but is upset they haven’t fixed the issues. 

 Doug Kleiman asked owner if he had any receipts of sound attenuation materials. Applicant does not. 

 Andrew Rigie agrees live performance places are important but he is alarmed that neighbors keep coming back. 

He would like a list of what has been done to ameliorate the issues. 

o Operator said he has hired security, presented a proposal from two days ago for soundproofing. Said he 

has provided 25 percent better soundproofing.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to disapprove was adopted because… 

1. Applicant is not compliant with the current and approved Method of Operations, which excludes live music; 

2. Applicant has not mitigated excessive noise after years of complaints from the community and repeated 

promises to do so;  

mailto:Dana@helbraunlevey.com
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3. Applicant has not been responsive to the community, following years of complaints; 

4. Applicant continued to post signage claiming late hours; 

5. Applicant continues to advertise illegal live music and karaoke on social media platforms; 

6. Applicant continues to use surrounding frontage for storage and garbage. 

 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 0-0-0-1 

 

Application to the SLA for a Change of Class of existing W&B liquor license to Full On-Premises: 

2. 917 Columbus Avenue (West 105th Street) Tien Giang Restaurant Corp., d/b/a Mekong. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Thanhthao Le, owner, jimusa999@hotmail.com 

 Owner present from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

 Owner took over another business with full liquor license in November 2018. 

 Last call will be 10:15 p.m. 

 Has third party delivery. 

 

Community Comments: 

 Peter Arndsten, Columbus Amsterdam BID said they were a great business 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 1-0-0-0 

 

New application to the SLA for a two year liquor license: 

3. 645 West 59th Street (Riverside Blvd, Building 3) Sada 3WS, LLC d/b/a Empellon. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Elke Hoffman, Elke Hoffman Law. Elke@eahlaw.com; Chef Alex Stupak also presented..  

 The new restaurant will be his fourth operating unit. 

 There are no plans for delivery yet and believes most will be within the three towers of the building. 

 

CB7 Comments:.  

 Doug Kleiman asked if there is access from the river side or from the park into the restaurant.  

o Confirmed entrance to the restaurant is through the main egress at the building. 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

Unenclosed Sidewalk Café Renewals: 

4. 2028-2032 Broadway (West 69th – 70th Streets.) Renewal application #2058331-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by West D&P, LLC, d/b/a Gina, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 6 tables 

and 26 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Paula Pedragnani, ppedrignani@aol.com 

 Same footprint as last year. 

 Uses third party delivery service.  

mailto:Elke@eahlaw.com
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After due deliberation the resolution to Approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

5. 225 Columbus Avenue (West 70th – 71st Streets.) Renewal application #2044029-DCA to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs by FM70, Inc., d/b/a Bistro Cassis, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café 

with 6 tables and 14 seats. 

 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Manuel Colon, operator. Mcolon312@gmail.com  

 Same footprint.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

6. 302 Columbus Avenue (West 74th Street.) Renewal application #1339241-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by Lenwich 74th, LLC, d/b/a Lenwich, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 9 

tables and 18 seats.  

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Michael Kelly, kellymlk136@gmail.com  

 No changes, same footprint that has been there for many years. 

 Operator does its own deliveries and uses proper signage on its staff’s vests. 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

7. 201 West 79th Street (Amsterdam Avenue.) Renewal application #1125981-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by Renolta, LLC, d/b/a Nice-Matin, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 24 

tables and 68 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Tony Cheng, general manager, t.cheng@chefdriven.com; Gil Ohana, owner, 

gilhana@gmail.com 

 Footprint is the same, no changes.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 1-0-0-0 

 

8. 413 Amsterdam Avenue (West 79th - 80th Streets.) Renewal application #1396587-DCA to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs by Flagship S B Amsterdam NY, LLC, d/b/a Saravana Bhavan, for a four-year consent to operate an 

unenclosed sidewalk café with 11 tables and 22 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Mathaiah Ramaiah, owner, vrimai@yahoo.com  

 Footprint the same, no changes. 

mailto:Mcolon312@gmail.com
mailto:kellymlk136@gmail.com
mailto:t.cheng@chefdriven.com
mailto:vrimai@yahoo.com
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After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

9. 435 Amsterdam Avenue (West 81st Street.) Renewal application #1387587-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by 357 Hospitality, Inc., d/b/a Spice, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 17 

tables and 34 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Emad Anton, general manager, antoun8@gmail.com 

 No change in the footprint. 

 Has photo of delivery personnel with signage.  

 

CB7 Comments: 

 Michele Parker saw postings. 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

10. 474 Columbus Avenue (West 83rd Street.) Renewal application #1415817-DCA to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by Spring Natural, Corp., d/b/a Spring Natural Kitchen, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed 

sidewalk café with 10 tables and 20 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Russ Schoeholt, owner, rustamschoenholt@gmail.com  

 No changes in the footprint. 

 Uses third party delivery. 

 

CB7 Comments: 

 Linda Alexander viewed postings.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

11. 522 Columbus Avenue (West 85th – 86th Streets.) Renewal application #0895505-DCA to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs by Barjer, Corp., d/b/a GETE Burgers, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk 

café with 11 tables and 29 seats.  

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Rashad Carter, office manager, Office@therestaurantgroup.com  

 

CB7 Comments:  

 Linda Alexander viewed postings. Was not posted previously. Posted for first time on Monday, May 6. 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

 Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

 Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

mailto:rustamschoenholt@gmail.com
mailto:Office@therestaurantgroup.com
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Enclosed Sidewalk Café Renewal: 

12. 502 Amsterdam Avenue (West 84th – 85th Streets.) Renewal application ULURP#N180463ECM/DCA#1429718-DCA to 

the Department of Consumer Affairs by Romagica, Corp., d/b/a Celeste, for a four-year consent to operate an 

enclosed sidewalk café with 4 tables and 10 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Michael Kelly, kellymlk136@gmail.com  

 No changes in the footprint 

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

New Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafés: 

13. 329 Columbus Avenue (West 75th – 76th Streets.) New application #4108-2019-ASWC to the Department of 

Consumer Affairs by 329 Hospitality Group, LLC, d/b/a Asset, for a four-year consent to operate an unenclosed 

sidewalk café with 10 tables and 20 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Will Tracy, owner wctracy@msn.com 

 Size of the footprint comports with CB7 requirements, i.e., nine feet from building base.  

 

Community Comments: 

 Phyllis Birna, neighbor: says the photograph in the building just north does not correctly reflect the picture. Her 

concern is whether there will be an obstruction with the fire hydrant.  

 Heather Widensky, neighbor: asked about the timing of the hours. Closes at Midnight.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

14. 421 Amsterdam Avenue (West 80th Street.) New application #4343-2019-ASWC to the Department of Consumer 

Affairs by 421 Amsterdam Pizza Corp, d/b/a Made in New York Pizza, for a four-year consent to operate an 

unenclosed sidewalk café with 12 tables and 24 seats. 

 

Presenting for the Applicant: Ronny Kaplan, owner, rkaplan418@aol.com; Peter Flores, co compliance Corp., 

peterflores@cocompnyc.com 

 Operators do their own deliveries and use third party delivery services. 

 Submitted their own photos. 

 Submitted a drawing with an extended railing and applicants will re-submit before full board. 

 

CB7 Comments: 

 Michele Parker viewed postings.  

 

After due deliberation the resolution to approve was adopted 

Committee VOTE:  8-0-0-0 

Non-Committee VOTE: 2-0-0-0 

 

mailto:kellymlk136@gmail.com
mailto:rkaplan418@aol.com
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15. FY2021 DNS and Budget Priorities: 

 

 We currently have no changes to our existing DNS and Budget Priorities. 
 

16. New business: none. 

 

17. E bike legislation discussion: 

 Julian Dellaporta, CM Rosenthal’s office. Bill to disengage to 20 miles per hour. She is not a supporter of 

Introduction 1264.  

 Peter Arndsten, Columbus-Amsterdam Avenue BID is against it. 

 Because CM Espinal’s office failed to show, BCI will table discussion for the fall.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
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Rotunda Renovation 
Joint Meeting of the CB7 Parks & Environment, Transportation and Preservation Committees  
Minutes 
May 9, 2019 

 
The Parks & Environment, Transportation and Preservation Committees of Community Board 7/Manhattan met on 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, at the CB7 District Office, 250 West 87th Street. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by 
Board Chair Roberta Semer together with Parks & Environment Co-Chairs Jennifer Markas and Ken Coughlin; 
Transportation Co-Chairs Su Robotti and Howard Yaruss, and Preservation Chair Mark Diller. The members of the 
Committees and the non-Committee Board members present are reflected on the accompanying sign-in sheet.  The 
following discussions were had and actions taken. 
 
The Rotunda – Riverside Park at West 79 Street.   
Presentations by the Department of Transportation (“DoT”) and the Department of Parks and Recreation (“DPR”) 
concerning the Rehabilitation of the West 79th Street Rotunda Complex and West 79th Street Bridge over the Amtrak 
tracks under the Henry Hudson Parkway. 
Presenters: 

DoT: 

 Joanene Kidder – Executive Director, DoT Department of Bridges 

 Nick Roberts, Rahul Saggar, Hui Yang 
 

DPR: 

 John Herrold – Riverside Park Administrator 

 Margaret Bracken – Landscape Architect and Chief of Design and Construction 

 Ben Kramer – Deputy Administrator, Riverside Park 

 Katie Reiley, Sybil Young, Geoff Martin  
 
The Project concerns the rehabilitation and renovation of the complex known as the Rotunda, a multi-level structure 
built ca. 1936 as part of a redesign and reconstruction of Riverside Park during the Robert Moses era that included the 
enclosure of the railroad tracks running through the Park from West 72-125 Streets, and the creation of a limited access 
highway (now known as the Henry Hudson Parkway or Route 9W) on top of a portion of the enclosure from West 72-79 
Streets.   
 
The Rotunda structure consists of three main levels with connections.  The top level is a traffic circle that connects West 
79 Street west of Riverside Drive to entrance and exit ramps from the Parkway, and also provides ramps leading toward 
the waterfront area of Riverside Park and to a parking garage.  The middle level of the Rotunda is a pedestrian area that 
includes a fountain, an arched colonnade that currently includes a restaurant concession and access via steps and ramps 
to the waterfront.  The lower level of the Rotunda is a parking garage principally used by the DPR and the residents of 
the Boat Basin marina immediately to the west of the Rotunda in the Hudson River.  Stepped ramps from the sidewalk of 
the traffic circle provide access to the pedestrian/restaurant level. 
 
The Rotunda consists of multiple bridges, including the entrance and exit ramps to and from the Parkway, as well as an 
overpass over West 79 Street and a bridge beneath it allowing West 79 Street to cross over the Amtrak rail tracks. 
 
The Presentation is divided into three separate subject areas:  Preservation issues relating to the Rotunda as an element 
in an individual scenic landmark (Riverside Park); Cycling issues related to the design of the traffic circle at the top of the 
Rotunda complex; and issues related to the need for space proximate to the construction site for staging and storage of 
construction equipment and materials. 
 
Familiarity with the four prior presentations made to the CB7 Parks & Environment Committee is presumed. 
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Presentation concerning Preservation Issues: 

 The Rotunda structure is the crown jewel of Riverside Park, and has not had a major rehabilitation since its 
original construction ca 1936. 

 Historic stone work clads the structure, consisting of field stone in brown and grey hues held in place by mortar 
and concrete. 

 The Project calls for a new structure to serve as a vent for the exhaust from the restaurant level kitchen. 

 The existing condition employs an unsightly blast fan with a mushroom-cap vent attached to the arch adjacent 
to the current kitchen on the inside of the Rotunda above the pedestrian level.  The cumulative exhaust has 
discolored the field stones. 

 The proposal is to relocate the exhaust from the pedestrian level kitchen downward through conduits to be 
installed through the lower garage level and to run north under the structure and be vented through a new 
rectangular structure to be built on the side of the exit ramp from the southbound Parkway leading to the traffic 
circle. The new structure will be situated in a triangular “no-man’s land” between the exit ramp and the main 
highway that is not typically used by park visitors and consists of a planted grass lawn.  

 The new vent will be clad in field stone to match the adjacent original structure.  

 No additional slides or materials concerning the other Preservation issues regarding the Rotunda were available.   

 The presentation that will be submitted to LPC has not been shared with CB7 as it is still being revised and 
finalized. 

 DoT will return to a Preservation-only meeting to be scheduled by the Board Chair at a date and time to be 
determined, at which all elements of the Preservation aspects of the Project will be presented.  It is understood 
that certain of the Preservation elements presented at the future meeting may be subject to further revision, 
and the most current version of such elements will be included in the complete presentation to be made at the 
subsequent meeting. 

 
Accordingly, no resolution regarding Preservation issues will be offered at this meeting. 
 
Presentation concerning Bicycle Access to the Greenway through the Rotunda traffic circle: 
 
The presentation will focus on aspects of the Project that have changed since the last presentation. 
 

 The existing condition for bicycles traveling from West 79 Street to the Hudson River Greenway at the edge of 
the River is through the Rotunda traffic circle via a painted shared travel lane marked by “sharrows,” painted 
chevrons with an outline of a cyclist.  The Cyclist orbits the traffic circle and then uses one of a pair of curving 
ramps to the north or south down to pedestrian paths in the upper part of the waterside portion of the Park 
between the enclosed train tracks and highway and the waterside path.  Those curving ramps also provide 
access and egress to/from the parking garage that occupies the ground level of the Rotunda structure. 
 

 The painted markings defining the bike route through the Rotunda traffic circle are long since faded and worn 
away.  The pavement is badly pock-marked with pot-holes and deteriorated asphalt covering a concrete deck 
below the roadway. 
 

 The traffic circle can be entered from a continuation of West 79 Street from the East, and from an exit ramp off 
the southbound Henry Hudson Parkway approaching the traffic circle from the north. 
 

 The exits from the traffic circle lead back to West 79 Street and Riverside Drive, or via a ramp to the south 
heading to the southbound Henry Hudson Parkway. 
 

 The entrance/exit ramps to/from the HH Parkway are slightly to the east of the ramps leading to the paths in the 
park to the Greenway. 
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 A stop sign at the end of the exit ramp from the southbound Henry Hudson Parkway instructs cars leaving the 
Parkway to stop before entering the traffic circle. 
 

 The outer perimeter of the traffic circle and the center annulus of the traffic circle are marked by a barrier wall 
clad in the same mixed-colored field stones and cement/mortar as the main Rotunda structure.  The barrier wall 
is approximately 36” tall, and must be increased to 42” to conform to Code.  The additional height will be 
achieved by adding a steel tube and post railing at the top of the perimeter and interior barrier walls to reach 
the required height of 42”. 
  

 There is ample precedent for the use of a steel tube and post railing painted black throughout Riverside Park. 
 

 The revised proposal for bicycles traversing the traffic circle to the Greenway will be similar to the existing 
condition, consisting of a separate bike lane on the outer perimeter of the traffic circle that will be separated 
from the vehicle travel lane by painted stripes to designate a buffer zone, with a dedicated bike lane painted 
green to match the street treatment typically used by DoT on protected bike lanes such as on Amsterdam and 
Columbus Avenues. 
 

 The prior proposal to channel bicycles and auto/bus traffic into a single shared lane with sponge-like safety 
surfaces (painted red) to prevent use of the full width of the traffic circle has been abandoned in favor of the 
shared painted bike lane proposal. 
 

 The net effect will bring cyclists closer to the perimeter wall and away from car and bus traffic. 
 

 Prior concerns about the visibility of cyclists to motorists exiting the HH Parkway using the ramp into the circle 
from the north will be addressed by retaining the stop sign (rather than the previous proposal of a “Yield” sign) 
and by continuing to angle (through channelizing painted lanes) the path of cars on the exit ramp to curve 
slightly to the east at the end of the ramp, thereby making it easier for motorists to see cyclists in the traffic 
circle.  
 

 The change in the bicycle route through the traffic circle is in direct response to expressions of community 
concern at previous Rotunda meetings about requiring a shared bike/auto lane. 
 

 DoT considered several alternative schemes for bike access to the Greenway, based on CB7 and community 
feedback at prior meetings. 
 

 One alternative considered would have required the creation of a bike lane through a vent opening on the 
eastern façade of the Rotunda structure that would have provided access for cyclists to the parking garage at 
the ground level of the Rotunda structure. 
   

 Using the garage to create access to the Greenway was determined not to be viable because cyclists would need 
to use a ramp out of the garage currently used for both an entrance and exit by cars and trucks.  Applicable Code 
for a shared bike lane requires a 14 foot-wide lane, and the garage openings to the Park paths and ramps are 
18’, leaving insufficient space to create a dual entrance/exit at the garage opening on the west side of the 
Rotunda structure.   
 

 A second alternative proposal would use the existing sidewalk on the south side of West 79 Street extension 
west from Riverside Drive through the overpass of the Parkway above, and then would curve to run south along 
and eventually cross the entrance from the traffic circle to the southbound HH Parkway.  
 

 This scheme was determined not to be viable because, among other things, it would require the installation of a 
traffic signal in the middle of a highway entrance ramp that would be unexpected and render highway access 
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more difficult and dangerous.  
  

 The second scheme would also co-opt the south sidewalk on West 79 Street for cycling that is also needed to 
provide pedestrian and handicapped access to the new proposed ADA-compliant ramp that will be constructed 
on the south or outside edge of the existing south curving stepped ramp.  Having mobility-challenged park users 
share a path with cyclists seeking access to the Greenway is problematic for both populations. 
 

 Another community idea for alternative means of connecting cyclists to the Greenway would call for the reversal 
of the direction of traffic on the circle and the creation of a dedicated bike lane with cars in opposite directions.  
This proposal would require the installation of three traffic signals to regulate traffic and cyclists to prevent 
collisions.   
 

 Among other concerns, this proposal raised the problem that the traffic signals in the circle would back up traffic 
exiting the HH Parkway as well as on West 79 Street. 
 

 This proposal also raised a concern about the unorthodox direction of traffic through the circle.  Virtually all 
traffic through traffic circles in this country is counter-clockwise, and the clockwise direction of this proposal 
would confuse drivers.  Also, the M79 articulated SBS bus needs the full traffic circle to turn. 
 

 So while this alternative was a refreshing and creative idea, it is not feasible. 
 

Presentation concerning the use of Park spaces and ballfields as Staging Areas: 
 

 Following the presentations to CB7 in the Fall, DoT took an in-depth look at alternative potential staging areas in 
response to community concerns. 

 Among the areas explored for alternative staging areas were : 
-- the curbside lanes on West 79 Street (now used for M79 bus layovers); 
-- an unused parking area just south of the West 96 Street exit interchange on the southbound HH Parkway 
adjacent to the exit ramp leading from the highway to an underpass and to Riverside Drive at West 95 Street; 
-- the cloverleaf lanes and surrounding lawn on the east side of the HH Parkway along West 79 Street; 
-- other areas adjacent to the construction site within Riverside Park. 
 

 For a variety of reasons, DoT concluded that the alternative spaces were not viable. 

 DPR also advised that a portion of the parking area adjacent to the West 96 Street exit from the southbound HH 
Parkway was being used for staging of DPR projects in Riverside Park, and that the distance to travel from that 
staging area to the construction site was considered too great to be efficient. 
 

 DoT continues to plan to use the West 77 Street ballfields as a staging area, but with a concession. 

 The contract will require the Rotunda contractor to use only one of the West 77 Street ballfields at a time, 
leaving the other available for Little League use.  The contract would also require the contractor to restore one 
ballfield after 2 years of the project, and the other at the project’s completion, leaving the Park with two fully 
restored ballfields by the end of the Rotunda project.  
 

Community Board Questions: 
 

 The most dangerous parts of bicycle access to/from the Greenway via the traffic circle are crossing the exit ramp 
from the Henry Hudson Parkway south leading into the traffic circle, and crossing the entrance ramp to the HH 
Parkway heading south from the traffic circle. 
 

 Of those two, crossing the entrance ramp to the HH Parkway south from the traffic circle is especially dangerous 
because the cars using that entrance ramp cannot see cyclists in the traffic circle until they are more than 
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halfway around the center donut hole in the traffic circle, and because it is not typical for a driver to encounter a 
cyclist on what otherwise appears like a highway entrance ramp. 
 

 The creation of a lane exclusively for cyclists is an improvement.  Concern remains that it is not a protected lane 
with any physical barrier from vehicle traffic. 
  

 Q: What is the condition of the current painted demarcation of the cyclists path? 

 A:  The existing painted treatments were installed in 2014, and have largely worn away.  The proposed new deck 
in the traffic circle will be concrete, so the new painted lane markings are expected to last 5-10 years.  The 
existing deck is concrete with asphalt overlay, and paint on that surface wears away much quicker. 
 

 Q:  Why were flexible bollards as lane delineators not included in the proposal? 

 A:  The flex delineators have short life span.  Installing the flex delineators presents two issues (a) additional 
weight on the traffic circle deck, and (b) snow removal when snow piles up against barrier and behind the 
delineators.  (Similarly it would not be possible to clean the street behind the delineators). 

 A:  The separate painted lane with a painted buffer was deemed by DoT to be more responsive to the cyclists’ 
concerns for separation. 

 A:  Also, flexible delineators must be anchored to the bridge deck, and would transfer stress to the deck if a 
vehicle struck the delineator. 
 

 Q:  Did DoT consider using a curb to mark the edge of the vehicle travel lane as further separation? 

 A:  Curbs are not viable as snowplows would crack the deck when they hit the curb. 
 

 Q:  How will cyclists be alerted to the new condition through the traffic circle? 

 A:  DoT will install significant signage to alert cyclists and cars that the traffic circle is a shared space. 

 Q:  Will a flashing red light be used at the end of the exit ramp from the HH Parkway? 

 A:  Flashing red lights are considered less effective, in part because their meaning is not as well-known as a stop 
sign. 
 

 Q:  Greatest difficulty is cars exiting ramp from highway switching to local mode.  Was a speed hump considered 
for the exit ramp? 

 A:  The proposal changed from a Yield sign to retaining the existing Stop sign, which is considered more 
effective.  Also need to determine whether a speed hump may be installed on an arterial ramp under federal 
highway requirements. 

 A:  Also, vehicles striking the speed hump create an impact load on the supporting structure of the raised bridge 
under the exit ramp.  Concern for stress fatigue on the steel supports.  Speed humps are not usually installed on 
bridge structures. 

 A:  Also concerned that the vibrations from impacts on a speed hump would hasten the compromise of the 
historic masonry of the Rotunda facades. 
 

 Q:  Did the DoT consider using painted color on the exit ramp to alert motorists that they are entering a shared 
space?  

 A:  The DoT palette for this purpose is to use Sharrows. 
 

 Q:  What data is available concerning the frequency of crashes in the traffic circle?  CB7 is aware of data showing 
that the corner of West 79 Street and RSD is a dangerous intersection, but does not have access to data about 
collisions within the traffic circle. 

 A:  DoT has only limited information on crashes in the Circle.   
 

 Q:  Concern re staging use of the ballfields. 
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 A:  DPR advised that the 95th street former parking lot is not available for staging.  DoT did not pursue that 
option further based on DPR’s statement that it was not available. 

 A:  DoT sought to accommodate the community’s comment at a previous presentation that the West 77 Street 
ballfields were needed during the Little League season. 

 A:  Little League season is fairly short [note that the West Side Little League holds Spring, Summer and Fall 
seasons]. 

 A:  The revised plan cuts the amount of the West 77 Street field needed for staging in half, and will cause the 
contractor to fully restore both fields. 

 A:  John Herrold (DPR Riverside Park Administrator) – While DPR did not want Park fabric to be disrupted or 
displaced for a staging area elsewhere in the Park, other alternatives were considered and rejected based on: 
-- the 95th former parking lot is currently being used as a staging area for another project. 
-- transporting materials and equipment from the 95th Street former parking lot would be difficult as it is a 
significant distance that cannot be crossed within Riverside Park or on the HH Parkway and so the contractor 
would be required to use local streets. 

 Q:  When would the Contractor restore the ballfields? 

 A:  The obligation to restore the ballfields would be based on specifications from DPR, with a goal of a first-class 
field with grass and a clay infield (without an electric scoreboard). 

 A:  The timing will depend in part on when project begins. 

 A:  The revised proposal will require oversight from DoT Bridges to ensure that the Little League will always have 
at least 1 field in good condition. 

 Q:  Will the contractor be parking private vehicles in the staging area? 

 A:  DoT will severely restrict personal parking.  By cutting in half the ballfield space being used for staging, there 
will be no room for private cars, although it could happen from time to time.  DoT will actively discourage 
private parking in the Park.   

 A:  John Herrold – staging is for construction vehicles, not private parking. 
 

 Q:  Will the Contractor coordinate field use with the WSLL? 

 A:  DPR grants permits for field use, and DoT will rely on that information and process to manage the contractor. 

 A:  Project is expected to take appx 48 months.  The proposal is that at an approximate midpoint, the contractor 
would “flip” from using the north to the south field in the 77th Street ballfields.   

 A:  The purpose of flipping midway is to ensure that the Contractor delivers two fully restored fields by the end 
of the project. 
 

 Q:  Could red light cameras be installed in the traffic circle? 

 A:  State law allows red light cameras only near schools. 
 

 Q:  What alternative fields would be available to the WSLL during construction? 

 A:  Older kids could use the artificial turf field at West 107 Street.  The 77th Street fields are fully enclosed, which 
is especially important for special needs players. 
 

 Q:  Concern that the Rotunda HH Parkway exit traffic will be re-routed at the same time as the AMNH project is 
under way.  

 A:  Only one phase will close the southbound 79 Street exit for a few months; which will be timed to occur over 
a summer when traffic is less. 
 

 Q:  How will the M79 SBS bus be re-routed, and where will the new layovers be located? 

 A:  DoT is working closely with MTA – MTA will dictate the new routes/detours. 

 A:  New layover location is expected from MTA on RSD south of West 79 Street 
 

Community Questions: 
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Debbie Kling – President of the WSLL 

 Q:  Concern that the staging plan does not take into account that WSLL runs three baseball seasons per year 
during the months of April to July and September to November.   

 Q:  would the short 2 months in the summer be enough time to restore a field? 

 Q:  Once this field is no longer available to WSLL, the community will need to have reliable guarantees of access 
to age-appropriate fields within a reasonable distance.   

 Q:  The project will affect a generation of players who cycle through the program in 4-5 years. 

 The burden of staging should not fall solely on the shoulders of the WSLL. 
 

Reid Rubey: 

 Q:  Concern that the only protection for cyclists in the traffic circle will be painted lines.  
 

Mike McCarthy – WSLL Coach 

 Q:  How will the contractor protect our youngest players next to the staging area? 

 A:  The documents will require the contractor to provide site security – can add safety of adjacent users.  
Contractors typically build a fence around the staging area and spray the dust. 
 

Caitlin Letterii – Office of Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal 

 Q:  Concern that DoT did not communicate directly with the WSLL? 

 A:  DoT will have a full-time community liaison for the project.  Usually the extent of DoT community outreach is 
through the Community Board.  
 

Mark Gorton 

 Q:  Re Alternative A - What is the source of the 14’ lane width requirement?  

 A:  Federal code requires 14’ width.  Also there would be structural and landmark concerns with punching holes 
in the Rotunda structure.  Also the use of the pedestrian path on the south side of West 79 Street would 
interfere with access to the new ADA ramp. 
 

Andrew Rosenthal 

 Should make an exception for Alternative A; the MTA omits elevators at subway stations. 
 

Lisa Orman 

 Q:  Concern that DoT Bridges did not coordinate with DoT Bike teams 

 A:  DoT Bridges is trying to accommodate community concerns and still meet project needs. 

 A:  There may be needs in the Park that this project cannot address.  
 

Jim Murray - WSLL 

 A:  Garage cannot be used as a staging area as it is part of the structure to be repaired.  
 

Peter Frishauf 

 Q:  DoT frequently separates bikes and pedestrians on bridges. 

 A:  DoT consulted with its pedestrian, bike and accessibility groups to design this project. 
 

Jim Karpe - WSLL coach – former Special Needs Division Head 

 Appreciate attention and creativity in exploring options. 

 Q:  Would DoT explore keeping both ball fields open and using the wooded area in the left field area of the north 
ballfield at 77th Street?   

 A:  Trying to restrict tree removal to the minimum. 

 Q:  Would DoT install rumble strips on the exit ramp leading to the traffic circle?   
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 A:  DoT can look at that proposal.   
 

Helen Rosenthal – Council Member, 6th District 

 Q:  Would rumble strips be a problem for snow plows? 

 A:  Rumble strips are not that common in NYC – but can be accommodated. 

 Q:  Concern for cyclists entering the traffic circle from the south from the Greenway, especially when cars transit 
¾ of the circle aiming for the southbound onramp and will not see cyclists until the last moment.  Could rumble 
strips be installed there as well? 

 A:  DoT recommends signage to alert motorists that this is a multi-use facility.   

 A:  DoT will consider rumble strips on the approach from West 79 Street. 
 

Jim Quinn – WSLL 

 Q:  Concern for kids crossing the construction staging area.  Since the north field is closer to the construction 
site, that should be the staging area throughout. 

 A:  DoT can explore using only the north field and restoring it at the end of the project.  Sought to flip halfway to 
ensure both fields would be restored by the end of the project. 

 
 
Community Comments: 

Jim Karpe 

 The enclosed field that safely accommodates special needs players is also a jewel  
 

Reid Rubey 

 The Robert Moses era traffic circle was built when cars were slower and bikes did not share the road.  

 Concern – a painted bike lane is a vastly different experience than a protected lane.  Cars can’t always see the 
paint.  On a site visit, observed drivers rolling through the exit ramp stop sign.   

 
Lisa Orman 

 Appreciate CB7 concern for cyclists and pedestrians; DoT only retaining an existing stop sign.   
 

Peter Frishauf 

 Should emulate the Sand Street entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge and separate cyclists and pedestrians. 
 

Mark Gorton 

 Disappointed with the Greenway access through the traffic circle from point of view of safety. 

 Most drivers on ramp stop; some don’t.  Drivers can be aggressive, even verbally, to cyclists. 

 Concern for lack of creativity.   

 Entering through the garage is far preferable to competing with traffic exiting the highway.   
 

Board Discussion 

 Sadly ironic that conflicts between cyclists and pedestrians require mixing cyclists and cars. 

 Montreal – even with significant annual snow – has separate bike lanes.   
 

 Expected DoT to do more for cyclist safety – this is not safe. 
 

 Appreciate the change from the previous proposals, especially the removal of the red channel markers that 
would have required cyclists, cars and the M79 SBS bus to share a lane. 

 Still concerned about cyclists northbound from the Greenway entering the traffic circle. 
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 Concern for safety – must be better way 
 

 Must have 2 fields in operation at the 77th Street ballfields. 
 

 Looking for a creative solution; not additional reasons to say no to community suggestions. 

 Paint/unprotected lanes give cyclists a false sense of security.  And paint wears away quickly. 

 Agree with WSLL – switching ballfields in the middle of the project makes no sense.   

 Should install flexible delimiters/bollards at least in the warmer months, as well as cat eyes.  Maybe LED lights in 
the streets. 

 Must prohibit private parking in the staging area – must mention in resolution. 
 

 Appreciates DoT’s even-handed approach – especially re aggressive comments. 

 Resolution must require the contractor to align its schedule with the WSLL schedule/season. 
 

 Concern about mixing of buses and cars in the traffic circle.  Different turning radii. 

 The stop sign at the exit ramp to the traffic circle should also have a flashing red light. 
 

 Endorse using the north ballfield instead of switching. 

 Explore other ballfields to ensure a full season.   

 Ask for a better way to access the Greenway in this vicinity. 
 

Resolution to address the traffic circle and staging area issues (the Preservation issues will be the subject of separate 
future resolution): 
 

Resolution (duly seconded) to approve, conditioned upon: 
  
(a)  concerning the traffic circle and ramps, DoT and the contract documents ensuring additional material safety 
measures and protections for pedestrians and cyclists to and through the traffic circle, including without limitation 
that: 

 There will be a physical separation between motorists and cyclists in the traffic circle, or an alternative separate 
route for cyclists that bypasses the traffic circle. 

 additional signage be installed alerting motorists and cyclists at appropriate points in the traffic circle that the 
roadway is shared, and that the signs be supplemented with flashing warning lights.  The signage should include 
a “Yield” sign instructing motorists to yield to cyclists entering from the Greenway. 

 tactile warning treatments such as rumble strips be installed on the principal motorist approaches to the traffic 
circle, especially the exit ramp from the HH Parkway and the continuation of West 79 Street through the HH 
Parkway overpass. 

 a safe route avoiding the staging area be available for cyclists from the traffic circle to the Greenway throughout 
the project. 
 

And (b) concerning the staging area, DPR, DoT and the contract documents ensuring that: 

 the staging area consume only the north diamond/field at the West 77th Street ballfields, and that the south 
field and the access paths to the field from the south remain accessible and unimpeded. 

 That the south diamond/field be fully restored during an off-season interval during construction, and that the 
north diamond/field be fully restored immediately upon the conclusion of the portion of the project that 
requires the use of a staging area. 

 Parking of private vehicles by anyone, including without limitation any general or sub-contractor or any other 
party, in the staging area be prohibited in the strongest possible terms. 



 

Community Board 7/ Manhattan 

 DPR using all reasonable efforts to assist the WSLL and the community to secure alternative fields for its annual 
seasons throughout the period of construction, and that the burden of the unavailability of one of the West 77th 
Street ballfields be shared and not borne solely by the WSLL. 

 Any RFP for the use of the renovated concessionaire/restaurant space in the restored Rotunda structure include 
a requirement for contained trash and garbage storage to obviate the need for the current unsightly and 
odorous dumpsters now lining the pedestrian and cycling paths to the south of the Rotunda.   

 
VOTE:  Joint Committee Members: 13-0-0-0; Non-Committee Board Members: 2-0-0-0 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Board 7/ Manhattan 

LAND USE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Page Cowley and Seema Reddy, Co-Chairpersons 
 May 15, 2019 6:30 PM 
 
 
1.    Re: 120 West 72nd Street, Orangetheory Fitness (Broadway – Columbus Avenue.) Application #2019-63-BZ to the 
NYC Board of Standards of Appeal by Sheldon Lobel, PC, for a special permit pursuant to Zoning Resolution Section 
73-36 to legalize the operation of a Physical Cultural Establishment on a portion of the first floor of the existing 
building at the premises.   
 
Presenting for the Applicant: Amanda Iannotti, Sheldon Lobel, PC; William Woo, Owner; Chris Casazza, Manager for tri-
state region (31 studios now) 

Discussion:  

 Extensive proof of postings provided. 

 Orangetheory is a way of working out where participants spend 12-20min in the “orange zone,” defined as 84-

91% of maximum heart rate. If one works out in zone for that period of time, then for 24-36 hours after the 

workout, one will experience ‘afterburn’ (EPOC) – continued calorie burn.  

 In class, they monitor and track participants’ heart rates.  

 The establishment has been open since January 2019, but the paperwork for the special permit was only filed on 

March 22, 2019 – significantly after the opening of the fitness establishment.  

 The Applicant needs a special permit approval.  

 The Applicant has filed initial paperwork with the BSA. The BSA gave notice of comments within the last few 

weeks. We will receive a copy of the Applicant’s response to the BSA. They are currently not yet scheduled for a 

hearing at BSA.  

 August will be their first hearing at BSA. Based on the comments from BSA, the gym does not appear to be 

changing. They asked for additional information, including photos of postings, construction photos, etc.  

 Extensive testing was done on the sound attenuation systems to make sure that noise and vibration was 

minimized. No complaints from neighbors  

 The façade/store front will be clear and open with an illuminated sign above. The sign is in process at LPC for 

approval now.  

 The drawings do not clearly show a 2nd means of egress from the space. The Committee agreed to approve the 

action, subject to receipt of a revised set of corrected architectural plans.  

Committee Vote: 6-0-1-0; Non-Committee Vote: 3-0-0-0 
 
2.    Housing Aspects of HPD/Fetner Development Project at 266 West 96th Street 

 HPD came before Land Use last month and talked about AMI for the area and for the project. 

 A Scoping session for the project will be held on June 6 at 6pm at Ansche Chesed, the next steps will be an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), followed by ULURP 

 The Housing Committee met on Monday evening, and drafted a resolution and asked that the resolution be 

approved jointly with Land Use 

 Presently, the developers stated that 68 units or approximately 40% of the apartments will be affordable at 50%, 

70% and 130% of AMI. The resolution states that CB7 wants the affordable apartments to be: 

1. Permanently affordable 
2. Economically diverse 
3. 10% for Homeless 
4. Studios and family units 
5. Amenities are for everyone 
6. 50% of the units be affordable (not the 40% proposed) 
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 This development site is comprised of the NAACP building, Salvation Army building, and the MTA Power 

Substation – all mid-block on the south side of W96th Street, between Broadway and West End Ave. All three will 

be razed for this project.  The Salvation Army will return to a new space. 

 Fetner will be building a mix of affordable and market-rate housing, with a mix of regular units and micro-units.  

 The micro units are 350 square feet. 

 Page sent the developer/architect drawings for the MTA substation, and it doesn’t seem as if that information 

has been incorporated.  

 The plan we saw in October showed some dramatic changes to the façade. 

 There are 171 units, 91 units are traditional units. 80 micro-units are proposed. Micro-units are only suited for 

single people.  

 Ethel has a conflict of interest as she is consulting to the developer. She will not vote. Although she will speak to 

clarify some points.  

o There is a ULURP because of the disposition of city owned property – the MTA Substation. Otherwise this 

would have been an as-of-right project. HPD makes the application with their own considerations.  

 It is valuable to give this advance guidance on affordable housing prior to URLUP. 

 This is an R10A building, one of the last such sites remaining in the CB7 district.   

 Fetner is particularly interested in this site for the micro-units.  

 Perhaps we shouldn’t get into the detail of the mix of unit sizes and micro-units.  

 Part of the EIS will have a land use section which will have neighborhood projects listed.  

Committee: 8-0-0-1. Non-committee vote: 4-0-0-0. 
 
3.   Re: FY2021 DNS and Budget Priorities: 

 Committee’s section for the DNS (due by end of May) – No changes made to the previous year’s DNS 

 BUDGET questions for the Fall borough budget consultations – Not relevant for Land Use Committee 

 Request for June district budget consultations – Not relevant for Land Use Committee 

 
4. New Business 

VOIDS 

 City Council will vote on CPC’s Voids Text Amendment at 25’ (instead of the 30’ proposed by CPC) 

 DCP will come up with phase 2 this summer 

 Landmark West! filed a second BSA challenge yesterday related to  50W66 – related to code issues, ancient deed 

searches, easements.  

 There is a rally at City Hall May 16 at 11am to support Hoylman, Rosenthal, Jackson, MDL voids amendment.  

 
 
Present: Page Cowley, Seema Reddy, Richard Asche, Louisa Craddock, Sheldon J. Fine, Jeanette Rausch, Andrew Rigie, 
Peter Samton and Ethel Sheffer. Board Chair: Roberta Semer. Board Member: Barbara Adler, Mark Diller and Julian 
Giordano. Absent: Melissa Rosenberg. 
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HOUSING COMMITTEE, Melissa Rosenberg and Louisa Craddock, Co-Chairpersons 
Joint with the Land Use Committee, Page Cowley and Seema Reddy, Co-Chairpersons 
May 15, 2019 
 
 
Re: Proposed Fetner Project at 266 West 96th Street  
The following facts and concerns were taken into consideration in arriving at our conclusions: 

 The former IRT substation at 266 West 96th Street is one on of the few remaining soft sites owned by the City in 
Manhattan Community District 7 (CD7); 

 The City, through the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), plans to dispose the site at 
266 West 96th Street for $1 to Fetner Properties; 

 The City owned lot will constitute 50 percent of the total developable site; 
 When the City disposes a scarce resource such as public land, that resource should be used for a demonstrable 

public benefit that is aligned with the community’s needs and values; 
 25 percent of Manhattan CD7 residents were rent-burdened and 20 percent were severely rent-burdened in 

2017;1 
 Approximately 43 percent of recently available rental units were available at 120 percent of Area Median 

Income (AMI), compared to 27 percent available at 80 percent AMI and just 9 percent available at 30 percent 
AMI.2 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that to justify the disposition for nominal disposition of City owned property at this 

valuable site, the following are minimum requirements for the affordable housing component: 
 That the overall development contains the greater of 50 percent affordable units or 50 percent of residential 

floor area designated for affordable units; 
 That the project contain a homeless set-aside at a minimum of 10 percent of the total building units; 
 That the affordable units contain a diverse mix of affordability tiers, but that HPD and Fetner should provide the 

following mix:  
o 30% of units below 80% AMI;  
o 60% of units below 100% AMI;  
o There shall be a hard cap with all affordable units at or below 130% AMI; 

 That the different size apartments (studios, 1 bedroom and 2 bedroom units) be equitably distributed among 
both the market-rate and affordable units;  

 That all affordable units in the building be deemed “permanently affordable;” 
 That all tenants, regardless of rent-regulation status, be allowed and encouraged to access the building’s 

amenities 
 The affordable units shall be subject to a lottery, administered by HPD. 

 
Community Board 7 reserves the right to address other comments and concerns about the project at a future 

time. 
 
Housing Committee: 5-0-0-0. Non-committee Board Members: 4-0-0-0. 
Land Use Committee Vote: 8-0-0-1. Non-committee vote: 4-0-0-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 New York City Housing Vacancy Survey (HVS) 2017 Household Record. The HVS is based on 55 Sub-Borough Areas (SBAs that 
approximate NYC community districts 
but are not coterminous; use only percentages, do not combine with Community District level data, and label as sub-borough area as 
appropriate) 
2 NYU Furman Center. Neighborhood Profiles. Accessed 5/15/2019. http://furmancenter.org/neighborhoods/view/upper-west-side 

http://furmancenter.org/neighborhoods/view/upper-west-side
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Youth, Education & Libraries Committee 
Minutes 
May 16, 2019 

 
The Youth, Education & Libraries committee of Community Board 7/Manhattan met on Thursday, May 16, 2019, at the 
District Office, 250 West 87 Street, in the District.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by co-chairs Blanche 
Lawton and Steven Brown, and was attended by YEL Committee members Catherine DeLazzero, Paul Fischer, Amy 
Hyman, Ira Mitchneck, and Mark Diller and non-Committee Board member Julian Giordano.  The following discussions 
and presentations took place and actions were taken at the meeting.   
 
Presentation by DJ Sheppard, Family Leadership Coordinator, CSD 3.  
 

 Community School District 3 (“CSD3”) is a microcosm of the diversity of the demographics of the City at large.   

 CSD3 includes the largest concentrated group of students living in NYCHA public housing in the City, which 
students are among those with the most profound academic and social-emotional needs among students. 
 

 Measuring diversity among different cohorts and demographic groups within CSD3 proves quite difficult based 
on a host of variables.  Diversifying zoned elementary schools can be a difficult pursuit as enrolling a student at 
other than their catchment school requires a significant level of parent engagement to decide to seek another 
placement (whether within a public, charter, independent or religious school) and then to follow through.   

 The experience with diversity in CSD3 schools has changed in the last decade. 
 

 One of the challenges of seeking a better balance of diversity among zoned elementary schools is that certain 
groups of parents tend not to be comfortable entering a school building for any reason.  While there can be 
many reasons for such reluctance, the common result is difficulty in advocating for a particular result, whether it 
be the best interest of the child or efforts to achieve greater diversity. 

 The CSD3 Family Leadership and Parent Coordinator approach is to invite parents into school buildings first using 
enjoyable activities with assurances of a warm welcome.  One approach that was successful was to invite 
parents who were otherwise not comfortable entering a school building to provide security for a parent/school 
event.  The result is that the reluctant parent is in the room, feels welcome because she/he is performing a 
service, and receives the same message of inclusion on which the event is based. 
 

 One frustration with using Parent Coordinators for parent and community engagement is that parent 
coordinators, who report directly to the principal, are often needed for or assigned to perform functions such as 
lunch duty, bus assignment duty and the like that, while important, have no direct correlation with parent 
engagement.   

 This scenario often (but not exclusively) plays out in smaller schools where the principal needs more staff for 
such coverage issues than the Fair Student Funding formula would ordinarily provide. 

 The need for greater efforts to foster parent engagement is often greatest at schools serving populations at a 
lower socio-economic status (“SES”).  The causes of this include that low SES families often must work multiple 
jobs to make ends meet, as well as general unease at being present in a school building. 
 

 The Parent Coordinator is intended to be a bridge to parents of students with particular needs, such as those in 
temporary housing or “doubled-up,” those with special needs, and those who encounter physical or emotional 
barriers to entry of particular schools especially those located in more affluent neighborhoods. 
 

 Best practices are shared among Parent Coordinators via DJ as Family Leadership Coordinator at monthly 
meetings.  The utility of the monthly meetings is dependent upon the individual principal’s use of Parent 
Coordinators to learn and then implement engagement best practices (and find other staff to supervise lunch, 
recess and similar activities). 
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 Would welcome CB7 as a partner to help encourage principals to use parent coordinators for engagement best 
practices. 
 

 Parent coordinators are intended to be ombudsmen/women without being advocates for individual families or 
students.  The role is to ensure that relevant parent questions are answered and comments are received 
productively. 

 Parent Coordinators take an active role in ensuring that students to be evaluated for Individual Educational 
Plans (“IEPs”) are fairly and promptly assessed.   
 

 Parent Coordinators take an active role in ensuring that IEP students receive their mandated services, and in 
ensuring that attendance is recorded and appropriate action taken in connection with patterns of lateness or 
absenteeism. 
 

 Separate concern that Parent Coordinators seek to address relates to the inability of certain students with 
special physical or emotional needs to make use of afterschool or early childhood programs. 
 

 Suggestion of volunteer parent mentors could be an important tool to create equity advocacy tool, especially 
when paired with families who for whatever reason are not actively able to advocate for their child.  Example of 
“EPIC” (Every Person Influences Children) which gained access to families’ contact information to create 
pathways to supported parent engagement. 
 

 Parent Coordinators, and if funded as the Manhattan Borough President suggested, social workers, could take 
up mentoring and advocacy roles if they were freed up by their principals to do so. 

 
CB7 congratulates DJ Sheppard on her anticipated retirement as of May 31, 2019, after a long and distinguished career 
of service to the entire CSD3 community. 
 
 
Presentation by Debbie Kling, President of the West Side Little League. 
 

 The West Side Little League (“WSLL”) was founded in 1986.  

 WSLL currently serves approximately 800 players per year, ages 4-17 years. 

 The majority of WSLL teams are co-ed.   

 WSLL also sponsors 8 teams to play girls’ softball, and 8 teams under the rubric of a “Challengers” division 
consisting of children and youth ages 4-22 years who have documented special needs. 

 WSLL has four seasons.  The majority of League play occurs in the Fall and Spring recreational teams.  There is 
also a summer traveling/tournament schedule for advanced players, and a skills clinic in the winter. 

 WSLL requires players to play in the recreational group to qualify for the tournament/traveling teams. 

 The tournament/traveling teams are connected with the national and international Little League operations, and 
can qualify for the Little League World Series. 

 Most games are played in Riverside Park.  The WSLL is a significant contributor to the care and maintenance of 
the West 103 Street ballfields in Riverside Park.   
 

 WSLL is a recognized 501(c)(3) charity staffed entirely by volunteers.   

 One moving experience is the number of older, accomplished players who volunteer to serve as volunteers to 
assist in the Challengers (special needs) division. 
 

 The largest single challenge to the operation of the WSLL is the availability of age-appropriate fields.  
 

Committee Comment and Questions: 
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 Essential to protect the availability of public space to be used by children. 

 Girls’ participation is an important component, although girls often self-select to play softball in certain years to 
have a single-sex environment (softball is not co-ed). 

 Concern that WSLL is at times identified as not being a targeted or essential user of certain fields – was able to 
resolve previous expressions of concern via outreach to Council Member Helen Rosenthal. 
 

Committee Discussion: 
 

 YEL should refer a resolution to the full Board expressing its general support for the mission and operation of the 
WSLL. 

 The resolution should highlight the connection between active recreation for children of the ages served and 
social/emotional learning, including the development of conflict resolution and mediation skills and other life 
skills relating to healthy competition that cannot be taught with the same relevance and currency in traditional 
classroom settings. 

 The resolution should also emphasize the need for active recreation habits to be formed in a positive 
environment at an early age. 

 The resolution should also applaud the WSLL’s success in building community as evidenced by the older players 
mentoring and supporting the younger and special needs players in the Challengers division to form one 
community.   

 The WSLL should also be recognized for its creating a structure to support inclusiveness by, among other things, 
providing scholarship support for players unable to pay the modest participation fees on a “no questions asked” 
basis, and by using ballfields throughout its geographic area of service to ensure fields of play are proximate to 
families in every neighborhood from West 60th Street to West 120th Street, from Central Park West to the 
Hudson. 

 
After deliberation, the resolution in support of the WSLL was adopted. 
 
VOTE:  YEL Committee:  6-0-0-0; Non-Committee Board members 1-0-0-0. 
 
District Needs and Budget Consultations 
 
The YEL committee discussed next steps and assigned follow-up tasks to its members in preparation for the finalization 
of the District Needs Statement. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm 

 

 


