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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Assistant Sec-
retary Michael Liu (left) presents New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA) Chairman Tino Hernandez with a check for $400,000, which will
be used for the development and expansion of computer centers for NYCHA
residents. The funding comes from HUD’s Public Housing Neighborhood
Networks Program and will help provide over 600 residents with technol-
ogy-based educational activities. Mr. Liu presented Mr. Hernandez with
the check during a press conference at the Wall Street investment firm
M.R. Beal & Co. on April 15, 2005. The press conference marked HUD’s
official approval of NYCHA’s $600 million bond issuance plan to fund the
accelerated construction and preservation of developments in all five boroughs.

Basketball Championship Winners!

PATTERSON HOUSES’ BANTAM CHAMPIONS The NYCHA Bas-
ketball League held its Interborough Championship Games at City
College in Harlem on April 23rd. Over 2,000 NYCHA residents
aged 18 and under competed from January to April on 192 teams
in four different divisions — Senior, Junior, Bantam and Future
— to make the final play-offs.

For the Senior Division, Bronx River Community Center played
Patterson Houses and Bronx River won; for the Junior Division,
Astoria Community Center played Fred Samuels Community

(Continued on page 5)

Groundbreaking Ceremony For University Macombs In The Bronx

RENEWAL (left to right) NYCHA Chairman Tino Hernan-
dez (fourth from left) joins (left to right) Housing Preser-
vation and Development Commissioner Shaun Donovan,
Housing Development Corporation President Emily Yous-
souf, Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Bronx Pro
Real Estate President Peter Magistro, Banco Popular
Executive Michelle Imbrasciani, Community Board #5 Dis-
trict Manager Xavier Rodriguez and Chairwoman Beverly
Smith, and Enterprise New York Director Jim Himes break
ground for the new University Macombs Apartment build-
ing (rendering at right).

By Eileen Elliott

right sunshine and chilly air filtered through the shimmering drapery that covered the long win-
Bdows of a gutted commercial space at East 175th Street and University Avenue in the Bronx

on the morning of April 12th. On this particular morning, the Commissioners from two of the
City's big housing agencies and the President of the third — the New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA), the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), and the Housing Devel-
opment Corporation (HDC) — Tino Hernandez, Shaun Donovan and Emily Youssouf, respectively —
joined Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Bronx Pro Real Estate Management President Peter
Magistro, and a host of friends and supporters to celebrate the groundbreaking for the University
Macombs Apartments, just down the street, at 1605 University Avenue.

The $27 million apartment “This is a great day here in cessful, innovative housing

complex will consist of five said the first
speaker of the day, HPD Com-
missioner Shaun Donovan.
“The Mayor has put together
the most aggressive affordable
housing plan the City has seen
in three decades.”

In introducing Chairman Her-
nandez, Commissioner Donovan
said, “Tino’s leadership has
made NYCHA the most suc-

buildings: a newly constructed,
seven-story, 30 unit building at
1605 University Avenue, and
four rehabilitated buildings on
Macombs Road and University
Avenue, to create another 180
apartments, for a total of 210.
The rehabs are expected to be
ready for tenants by August of
this year, and the new apart-
ment building should be
completed by August 2006.
The project is NYCHA's first
collaboration with the HPD and
HDC in Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg's New Housing Mar-
ketplace plan to create or
preserve 68,000 units of
affordable housing by 2008.

the Bronx,”

authority in the country today.”
“This is a tangible example

of what City agencies can do
when they work together in a
time of limited resources,”
remarked Chairman Hernandez.
The Chairman thanked NYCHA’s
Board, General Manager Doug
Apple, and staff. He also thanked
University Avenue Consolidated
(Continued on page 3)

Over 10,000 subscribers receive the
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You can be one of them. For a free
e-mail copy of the Journal, log onto
nyc.gov and click “E-mail Updates”
in the upper right-hand corner.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Record Gains Achieved On Fourth
Grade English Language Arts Exam

set high academic standards

for our City’s students, and
surround them with the right sup-
port and encouragement, they
will achieve more than we can
ever imagine. This is the guiding
philosophy behind our ambitious
efforts to reform our public
school system. And last month,
with the release of the results
from this year’s State English
Language Arts exam, we have
even more proof that it’s working.

The number of fourth -graders in the City who are reading and writ-
ing at grade level has now reached a record high. Nearly 60% met or
exceeded the State’s standards — a 10 % increase over last year when
fewer than 50% did so. We won’t be satisfied until we are closer to
100% — but the fact that we had the biggest one-year gain in reading
scores ever is very heartening.

Perhaps most encouraging is the progress made by segments of the
student population that have struggled the most in the past. For instance,
the five regions that had the weakest performances last year were the
same five that made the biggest improvements this year. And for the
first time since the State began administering the test in 1999, more than
half of the fourth-grade Hispanic and African-American students taking
the English Language Arts exam, met or exceeded standards.

There are a number of factors behind our fourth graders’ stunning
improvement. One of the most significant is our decision early last
spring, to finally end “social promotion” in the third grade — the
practice of automatically promoting kids, regardless of whether
they’re ready for a higher level of work. For the remainder of that
school year, we identified the third-graders who were in danger of
being held back, and provided them with the intervention programs
they needed, such as our Summer Success Academy. By the time the
new school year began last September, we had promoted roughly the
same number of kids to fourth grade as had been promoted the previ-
ous year. The difference was that, for the first time, every one of those
students was ready to do fourth grade work. The fourth grade State
scores confirm this; nearly 90% of third-graders who attended the
Summer Success Academy passed the test.

The scores in eighth grade, however, also highlight how much more
work still needs to be done. Fewer than one-third of eighth-graders
met or exceeded the State literacy standards — down slightly from the
previous year. This is, in part, because eighth-graders haven’t had the
benefit of our new intervention efforts which, by and large, we’ve con-
centrated on the lower grades. But that’s about to change. We will soon
invest $40 million to improve performance in our middle schools
through a number of initiatives, including an expanded summer program.

All New Yorkers should be happy — not because we can point to a
positive figure on a page — but because we are laying a solid founda-
tion for our Kkids to succeed later in life. Everyone is working harder
— principals, parents, students, and, above all, our teachers.

When we ended social promotion in the third grade last year, it was
a drastic but necessary change. It was imperative that we be honest
about who was learning and who wasn’t. These latest test scores
remind us that we need to confront our problems, not cover them up.
And when we do that, and focus our resources and our energy on our
Kids, great things can happen.

I "ve always believed that if we

Michael R. Bloomberg

PATRIOTS Seniors from the LaGuardia Houses Senior Center sang “The

Star-Spangled Banner,”
donation of 5,000 carbon monoxide alarms on April 25th.

in Chinese, at a press conference to announce a

Kidde Donates CO Alarms To NYCHA

NYCHA Chairman Tino Hernandez, Deputy General Manager Natalie Rivers,
Kidde’s Suzanne Turner, FDNY Chief of Fire Prevention Patrick McNally,
Deputy General Manager for Operations Robert Podmore, Manhattan Bor-
ough Director Carolyn Jasper and Board Member JoAnna Aniello with
donated CO alarms at LaGuardia Houses Addition.

By Heidi Morales

and safety products, the New York City Housing Authority can

Thanks to a generous donation from Kidde, a leader in fire

more effectively and quickly achieve its goal of outfitting all
181,000 public housing units with carbon monoxide alarms.
Kidde spokesperson Suzanne Turner presented NYCHA Chairman
Tino Hernandez with the donation during a press conference held
at LaGuardia Addition, on Manhattan’s Lower East Side, on April
25th. “Added to the over 97,000 carbon monoxide alarms already
installed in our developments, this donation will greatly extend
protection for the 420,000-plus New Yorkers who reside in public
housing,” said Mr. Hernandez. “NYCHA has no higher priority than
the safety of residents,” he added.

In an effort to ensure the
well-being of its residents, NYCHA
has gone beyond what the recent
carbon monoxide law, that went
into effect in November of last
year, requires. The law does not
require landlords to install
alarms in buildings like LaGuar-
dia Addition where no boiler is
present but NYCHA decided to
go one step further and outfit
all apartments, not just the
43,000 required under the law.

“We have also installed
alarms in all our community
and senior centers. We wanted
to make sure that everyone who
uses a NYCHA facility is pro-
tected,” said Mr. Hernandez.

And NYCHA residents do feel
protected. Jesus Viera, a mem-
ber of the neighboring LaGuardia
Senior Center, said he couldn’t
be happier with NYCHA’s efforts.
“l think it’s a good idea
[installing carbon monoxide
alarms], especially in senior cit-
izen buildings. This kills people,
this gas is dangerous espe-
cially for the elderly,” he said.

Although everyone is suscep-
tible to carbon monoxide, young
children, pregnant women, peo-
ple with heart or respiratory
problems and senior citizens
are especially vulnerable.
According to Kidde, more than
2,000 people die every year
and thousands are hospitalized
due to CO poisoning. In fact,
carbon monoxide is the number
one cause of poisoning deaths
in America.

To aid in the education
efforts, Chief of Fire Prevention

Patrick McNally, of the New
York City Fire Department, pro-
vided materials in multiple lan-
guages about carbon monoxide
and fire safety. “Smoke alarms,
CO alarms, fire education, these
things work. We beg you to use
them,” said Chief McNally.
Nearly 100 Asian-American
seniors from the LaGuardia
Senior Center attended the
event and delighted the crowd
with a rendition of “The Star-
Spangled Banner” in Chinese.

Alejandrina Soto, Otilia Lara
and Cruz Rivera, residents of
the LaGuardia Addition were
also in attendance. They said
they were very happy and
thankful for NYCHA’s recent
efforts. “We have a ‘nurse’s
call button’, a fire alarm and
now a carbon monoxide detec-
tor,” said Ms. Soto. “This is all
we were missing, now we have
it all,” she added.

The ‘carbon monoxide law,’
or Local Law 7, requires at least
one carbon monoxide detecting
device be installed 15 feet of
the primary entrance of each
bedroom.

Carbon monoxide is a color-
less, odorless, tasteless, toxic
gas that results from the
incomplete burning of fossil
fuels such as oil, natural gas,
gasoline, wood and coal. Warn-
ing signs of poisoning are
headaches, dizziness, tiredness,
nausea, disorientation or con-
fusion, fatigue or flu-like symp-
toms but with no fever.

Maintaining CO Alarms

* Test all carbon monoxide
alarms at least once a month.

* Replace batteries twice a year, in
the spring and in the fall when
clocks are changed for daylight
savings time.

* Never paint over carbon monoxide
alarms.

If you suspect carbon
monoxide poisoning...

* Evacuate everyone from the house
and get fresh airimmediately.

* Go to an emergency room.

e Call 911.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Take The Time For Some Summer Fun!

inally! Summer has arrived
Fbut unfortunately it’s only

three short months.
NYCHA’ Department of Com-
munity Operations packs a lot of
opportunities for fun and learn-
ing at our community centers into
those three months.

Parents of children ages 6 to
12 will be interested to know that
our Summer Camp begins on
July 5th. The time to register your
child for this eight-week program
is now. Contact your Community
Operations Borough Management Office at the telephone numbers
listed at the bottom of this page to find the nearest location.

Summer Camp means trips to museums, amusement parks and the
botanical gardens. And when July and August roll around, children in
Summer Camp will begin to enjoy the really exciting summer fun
activities like the Citywide Carnival, Track and Field Day, Sports Edu-
cation Field Day, the Citywide Olympics and Kids’ Walk. In addition
to fun, summer brings special educational opportunities for children
of different ages.

Partners In Reading classes will begin in July and will be held
twice a week for children ages 6, 7, and 8 (in the first, second and third
grades). This collaboration works to improve literacy skills through a
combination of classroom instruction, homework assistance, individ-
ual tutoring, use of interactive projects and outreach to parents. Check
with your community center to find the location nearest to you.

Children between the ages of 7 and 12 who are enrolled in Summer
Camp can participate in St. John University’s After School All-Stars
program. NYCHA will send a total of 1,000 children to the St. John’s
University campus in Queens and to City College in Harlem for a
combination of educational and recreational activities for two weeks.
Call (212) 306-3527 to find out more.

Parents should also keep in mind that their children between the
ages of 6 and 12 can take advantage free wholesome meals at most
community facilities year-round. In the months of July and August,
youth who are 18 and under can also receive free lunches at a number
of community facilities. Again, check your Borough Community
Operations Management Offices, at the numbers listed below for the
sites closest to you.

Summer Camp is just part of what NYCHA has to offer in the way
of summer fun. NYCHA’s Harborview Arts Program is hosting an
exhibit of resident art work at the Rutgers Community Center on Man-
hattan’s Lower East Side from June 6th through the 22nd. As always,
competition to exhibit was stiff this year. NYCHA staff collected
40,000 pieces of artwork, from which judges narrowed it down to
2,000 and finally to the 300 that will be on display. Stop by and see
how wonderfully talented your friends and neighbors are.

And then of course, there are Family Days. Not only do Family
Days mean good music, good food, and good friends, they are also a
resource, with information about various health and safety issues.

Speaking of Family Days, this summer seven NYCHA develop-
ments are slated to celebrate their 50th Anniversaries: Brevoort,
Cypress Hills, Howard, Red Hook Il and VVan Dyke Houses in Brook-
lyn; Hammel Houses in Queens; and Bronxdale Houses in the Bronx.
Queensbridge North and South, and South Jamaica Houses in Queens
will celebrate their 65th Anniversaries.

Take advantage of everything that NYCHA has to offer, and have a
great summer!

Tino Hernandez

NYCHA'’s Department Of
Community Operations

Borough Management Offices
Bronx (718) 402-1181
Brooklyn (718) 453-1296
Manhattan (212) 334-2505
Queens (718) 969-6240
Staten Island (718) 815-0149

Groundbreaking

(Continued from page 1)

Resident Association President
Annette Jarvis and her Board,
“for getting this project off the
ground.”

The four buildings which are
going to be rehabbed were part
of NYCHA’s University Avenue
Consolidated (UAC) development,
and the new building is being
constructed on a vacant lot that
was owned by NYCHA. Fifty-two
of the apartments will be for
former NYCHA residents, or fam-
ilies on NYCHA’s waiting list.

The developer for the pro-
ject is UNIMAC, a subsidiary of
Bronx Pro Real Estate, the host
of the event. Bronx Pro Presi-
dent Peter Magistro introduced
Borough President Carrion, as
“a champion for affordable
housing in the Bronx.”

“This creative partnership
is historic,” said Mr. Carrion.

The rehabilitation and new
construction will be financed
through HDC’s Low-income
Affordable Marketplace Pro-
gram (LAMP), which provides
low-cost mortgages through the
sale of tax-exempt bonds. The
apartments will be affordable
to households whose annual
incomes are less than 60% of
the area median ($37,680 for
a family of four).

Harlem Summer
Stage 2005

Each year NYCHA,
Harlem’s 125th Street
Business Improvement
District (BID), the New

York State Office of Gen-
eral Services and the
Apollo Theater host the
annual concert series on
the plaza of the Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr. State
Office Building. This year
promises lots of fun and
live music from some of
your favorite artists.
Every Thursday during
the months of July and
August from 5:00 P.M. -
7:30 P.M. the day winds
down with music that
soothes the soul. So,
keep these dates in
mind: July 7, 14, 21
and 28 and August 4,
11, 18 and 25. And
don't forget to join us
for some unforgettable
summer fun!

DEBORAH’S DIARY By Deborah Williams

Let the good times roll—Although Debbie Pitts,
Danielle Thomas and Angela Greene grew up in
different homes they all have something in com-
mon and that is they all grew up in Manhat-
tanville Houses and share some very special

$” memories. “We have been friends for a very long

time and have gone through ups and downs, mar-
riages, and even death together. But, we are still going strong,” said

Debbie Pitts. With time we mature and become adults and eventually

move on and so Debbie, Danielle and Angela moved out of Manhat-

tanville but their parents remained in the development. Building 5-

1470 Amsterdam Street has been home to Debbie’s mom since 1975,

Danielle’s father since 1969 and Angela’s mom since 1970 — that’s a

lot of years and a lot of memories. That’s why Debbie, Danielle and

Angela plan to celebrate the years by hosting the “1470 Friendship

Reunion — 25 Years Later.” On August 6, 2005, past and present resi-

dents of the 4th, 13th, 14th and 15th floors of 1470 Amsterdam will

enjoy an evening of fun filled with food, games, music, friends and
family. “Our childhood friends that have moved to places like Oakland,

California (Kayla Higgins), Jacksonville, North Carolina (Taunya

White), and South Carolina (Boo Boo) will return for this auspicious

occasion and everyone is so excited,” Debbie added. “I remember how

the adults looked after us making sure we went to school and stayed
away from drugs—you know it takes a village to raise a child. But all
in all we turned out to be pretty great adults!” It’s always great when
friends and family get together to reminisce about good old days and
share those special memories. And more importantly, I’m glad to hear
that you have not forgotten the place you grew up in because it’s
important for the young to know where their parents came from and
what better place to learn about that than at a reunion. So Debbie,

Danielle and Angela | congratulate you and hope your reunion turns

out to be a terrific one!

Busy Bees—the girls at the Atlantic Terminal Community Center in
Brooklyn were busy bees preparing for the Quilter’s Guild of Brooklyn
2005 Block Party. It’s an annual quilt show that was held this year on
April 9th and 10th, at Pratt Institute, in Brooklyn. Only the finest quilts
are placed on exhibit so, when Sharonda Davis, Jovanne Taylor, Chero-
kee Morrison, Ariel Lyons, Mercedes Smith, Tajameeka Storey,
Danaysha Thomas, Shanice Gordon, Shaquay Reyes and Alijah Hous-
ton Chapman—all members of the Atlantic Terminal Girls Club Quilt-
ing Bee had their quilt placed on display they were thrilled and
honored. The Atlantic Terminal Community Center Quilt program
started in September 2002, and was open to girls ranging in age from
6 to 12 years old. Even though the program has been suspended due
to planned Community Center renovations, the girls have quilted two
full-sized quilts, and five pillow covers. Now, you might think this was
the girls’ very first exhibit but it was not. The girls have had their quilts
shown at the Lefferts Historic House Museum Quilt Show, at the
Office of State Senator Velmanette Montgomery, and in the display
window of the Melting Pot Store—a store specializing in children’s
clothes. In addition, during a walking tour with Atlantic Terminal area
merchants and Senator Montgomery, the girls were introduced to retail
merchandising and the workings of local entrepreneurs. They learned
how small businesses are run and explored such issues as pricing,
financing and marketing, which became essential information for them
since local community merchants expressed an interest in purchasing
their quilts. So, if you hear that buzzzzzing sound around your ears,
don’t fret! It’s not a yellow bee; it’s the sound of the Atlantic Terminal
Girls Club Quilting Bee being busy. Wow, this is really fantastic girls!
It takes great talent to pique the interest and curiosity of others. And it
obvious that your work not only represents creativity and skill it rep-
resents a mastered craft. Not every quilter has had the opportunity to
have had their quilts chosen for exhibits, placed in display windows
and even better have merchants interested in purchasing. Girls, you did
great! Congratulations and keep up on quilting!

Shanice Gordon

Alijah Houston Chapman
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The NYCHA “Not Wanted” List

n this issue we continue our editorial policy of publishing the

I names of individuals who have been permanently excluded
from our public housing developments. This list is part of
NYCHAs effort to keep residents informed of the Housing Author-
ity’s ongoing effort to improve the quality of life for all New Yorkers
in public housing and to allow for the peaceful and safe use of our
facilities. Here follows a list of the people excluded after hearings
were held on January 21 and 28, and February 4, 11, and 18, 2004.
REMEMBER, IF YOU SEE ANY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS
ON HOUSING AUTHORITY PROPERTY, PLEASE CALL
YOUR MANAGEMENT OFFICE OR THE POLICE! THIS
LISTING ISPROVIDED TOALL POLICE SERVICE AREAS.

Prohibited as of January 21, 2004

Samuel Roman Case 10020/03 formerly associated with the
seventh floor of 2125 Randall Avenue,
Castle Hill Houses, the Bronx.

Case 10109/03 formerly associated with the
first floor of 333 Georgia Avenue, Unity
Plaza, Brooklyn.

Case 10088/03 formerly associated with the
second floor of 246 East 156th Street,
Melrose Houses, the Bronx.

Case 10058/03 formerly associated with the
seventh floor of 40-20 Beach Channel
Drive, Beach 41st Street Houses, Far
Rockaway.

Case 9039/03 formerly associated with the
fifteenth floor of 365 Sackman Street, Seth
Low Houses, Brooklyn.

Vera Davis

Terence Martin

Brian Patterson

Dareem Walker

Prohibited as of January 28, 2004

Damon Harris Case 5636/02 formerly associated with the
fourth floor of 2798 Randall Avenue,

Wade Spurgeon

Efrain Burgess

Throggs Neck Houses, the Bronx.

Case 176/04 formerly associated with the
second floor of 85-02 Rockaway Beach
Blvd., Hammel Houses, Far Rockaway.

Case 8630/03 formerly associated with the
second floor of 41-09 Vernon Blvd.,
Queensbridge Houses, Long Island City.

Prohibited as of February 4, 2004

Purnell Nimmons

Nelson Guillet

John Clarke

Corey Chatman

Jermaine Campbell

Jerome Cobb

Case 328/04 formerly associated with the
twentieth floor of 65 Pike Street, Rutgers
Houses, Manhattan.

Case 6477/04 formerly associated with the
fourth floor of 1686 Randall Avenue, Sound-
view Houses, the Bronx.

Case 242/04 formerly associated with the
second floor of 1685 Randall Avenue,
Soundview Houses, the Bronx.

Case 307/04 formerly associated with the
sixth floor of 5802 Farragut Road,
Glenwood Houses, Brooklyn.

Case 338/04 formerly associated with the
eleventh floor of 3050 Park Avenue, Jackson
Houses, the Bronx.

Case 393/04 formerly associated with the
fifteenth floor of 2250 West 11th Street,
Marlboro Houses, Brooklyn.

Prohibited as of February 11, 2004

Wilson Torres

Anthony Desselle
Jules Desselle

Walter Johnson

Angel Velez

Osvaldo Berrios

Case 632/04 formerly associated with the
twelfth floor of 1505 Park Avenue, Clinton
Houses, Manhattan.

Case 8278/03 formerly associated with the
first floor of 159-06 109th Avenue, South
Jamaica Houses, Queens.

Prohibited as of February 18, 2004

Case 934/04 formerly associated with the
tenth floor of 730 East 165th Street,
ForestHouses, the Bronx.

Case 362/04 formerly associated with the
sixteenth floor of 30 Avenue V, Marlboro
Houses, Brooklyn.

Case 771/04 formerly associated with the
thirteenth floor of 674 East 149th Street,
Moore Houses, the Bronx.

New Scholarship
Program for
Residents

ave you ever noticed film
H crews shooting scenes for
movies at your NYCHA
development? For years shows
like “Law and Order,” “Third
Watch” and “NYPD Blue” have
featured our developments in their
shows and made donations to
NYCHA in return. Those dona-
tions are now being put to good
use with a new scholarship pro-
gram that will provide up to 40
NYCHA residents with $1,000 each
to continue their educations at a City
University of New York College.
In order to be eligible, appli-
cants must be authorized NYCHA
residents, and must be enrolled
full-time in an Associate’s or
Bachelor’s  degree  program,
majoring in the arts, with a grade
point average of 3.0 or above. In
addition, the applicant must be
able to demonstrate financial
need. (See the advertisement on
the facing page for full details.)
“The scholarship is for students
studying film, broadcasting, dance,
basically anything in the arts,” said
Public and Community Relations
Deputy Director Millie Molina.
“We’re happy to help residents
further their educations.”

THE CHIEF'S CORNER

Have A Happy And
Safe Fourth of July

ello again! It’s that
time of year when
we come together to

celebrate our nation’s inde-
pendence. We encourage all
residents to fully enjoy the
festivities and celebrations
associated with our national
birthday.

However, it is also impor-
tant to recognize the danger
posed to our communities through the unsafe handling of
illegal fireworks.

Unfortunately, every year at this time a number of indi-
viduals, often young people, who play with fireworks
become injured, many seriously so. Injuries have included
severe burns, permanent disfigurement, and even the loss
of eyes, fingers and hands.

If you are aware of any information regarding the sale,
delivery, or storage of illegal explosives or fireworks,
I urge you to call 311.

As always, we rely on our strong partnership with the
residents of New York City’s public housing to help us
fight crime, address quality of life concerns and enhance
public safety. Your assistance in this matter can help save
a child or an adult from being seriously injured this holiday.

Let’s leave the fireworks demonstrations to the

Housing Bureau Police
Chief Joanne Jaffe

professionals.

Have a happy and safe Fourth of July!

Window Guards Are Required By Law:
Make Sure Yours Are Installed Properly!

law to install window guards in every window of every NYCHA apartment where residents 10

The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), like all landlords in New York City, is required by

years old or younger reside. Why? The reason is simple — window guards save lives! Window
guards are especially important now that the warmer weather is here.

If you want or need window
guards just contact your Man-
agement Office. Requests for
window guard installation receive
an emergency priority and instal-
lation is required within 24 hours.

You don’t have to have a
child aged 10 or under to have
window guards installed, either.
In fact, it’s a good idea to have
them installed if children even
visit your apartment.

New York City’s Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene

provides the following guide-
lines for the proper installation
of window guards.

Window guards must be
installed permanently in the
lower half of the outside track of
a double-hung window, 4 1/2
inches or less above the window
sill, with four one-way screws
and two “L” brackets. Stops
must be screwed into each side
of the upper window track with
one way screws. When the lower
window is stopped from being
raised more than 4 1/2 inches
above the top bar of the guard,
your child cannot fall out.

The two illustrations here
show examples of window guards
that are properly installed, lower
left, and improperly installed,
upper right.

And if you have an air con-
ditioner, or are thinking of getting
one, please make sure that it is
installed properly. If you have
any doubts, check with your
Management Office.

NYCHA has very specific
guidelines regarding air condi-
tioner installation. During Annual
Apartment Inspections, not
only will NYCHA staff determine

if all window guards are properly
installed, they will also make
sure that any air-conditioner you
have is properly and perma-
nently secured to the window.

Please keep in mind that
when residents refuse to com-
ply with our attempts to install
window guards, we initiate ad-
ministrative action to terminate
tenancy.

So, have a great summer and
remember, window guards save
lives!
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NYCHA RESIDENTS =
CAN APPLY NOW
TO RECEIVE bt

$1,000 SCHOLARSHIPS

IT'S YOUR FUTURE

M you are 8 NYCHA resident atiending a ity Univarsiy of Mew Yook
(CUNY) Cammunily o Sanicr Collega, you may be alkgblka o receive 4
£1,000.00 NYCHA Residont Scholarship.

To gualify. Tor Se schalarship you must

® Be gnrolled Tull ima in an Associale or Baocalauraate dagres program
al any CUNY, Saniar of Commaunily Collega.

® Ba an muthared Mewy York City Housing Sautharty msdent.

® Ba a sophomon, junion, serel, @ Hava a menimum GRS of 2.0

# Dernonstrate financial need. ® Major in film, broadeasling, dance.
drama, fashicn markating'merchandising. journalism, music
photcgraphy, Blaralura of ing andior parfonming aria.

Apply by filirg oul the NYCHA Rasident Scholarship Apolication avail-
able at www cuny. eduimpchascholarship (must be lyped in lower case)
Tha application deadling i July 15, 2005

Scholarships. will be avalable for a limited Gma,

NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY
FAIR HOUSING NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

It is the policy of the New York City Housing Authority to provide
equal housing opportunities for all qualified applicants and res-
idents. In the selection of families and in the provision of
services, there shall be no discrimination against any person on
the grounds of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, age, marital status, military status, disability, lawful
occupation, alienage or citizenship status, or because children
may be, are, or will be residing with the individual.

This policy is in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, as amended by the Fair Housing Amend-
ment Act of 1988, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
and the New York State and City Human Rights Laws.

Any resident or applicant who wishes to report housing dis-
crimination MAY FILE A DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINT (NYCHA
036.024) by contacting the Department of Equal Opportunity's
Office of Housing Opportunities from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM,
Monday through Friday or their development management office
between 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM:

New York City Housing Authority
Department of Equal Opportunity
250 Broadway, 27th floor
New York, NY 10007
Telephone (212) 306-4652
Fax: (212) 306-4439
TTY: (212) 306-4845

Or by contacting any of the following federal, state
or city human rights agencies listed below:
New York City Commission on Human Rights

40 Rector Street, 9th floor
New York, NY 10006
(212) 306-7500

New York State Division of Human Rights
20 Exchange Place 2nd floor
New York, New York 10005
(212) 480-2522

United States Department of Housing Urban Development
Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
26 Federal Plaza, Room 3532
New York, New York 10278
(212) 264-1290 Extension 7534

NOTICE
New York City Housing Authority Agency Plan 2006

In accordance with Section 54 ol the Howsmg Act of 1937 as amended, the Mew Y ork City
Housing Awthority ("MYCHA™ ) has developed n deagft ngency plan for FY 2006, The drafi plan
wits developed lollowing weeks of meeimngs and discosswong wiath e 34 membees of the
citvwide Resident Advisory Board,

L § .
The publsc is advised that the proposed plan will be available for public nspection ot NYCHA™S prncipal office,
kot af TR0 Bhroumlwany, 12" Flisar, Recuptiven Aren, Mew Yok, NY, aarting om May 273405 through
Aduigasr 3, JIHEE Berween the Boars ol 390300 AN and 4.3 FML The Plan will adse be available mche following
S [T | B

' Ch MY CHA s webpmige, which can be ested ar Mlpeiwwwonyegovinyclhs
Ar e Manageimnent CHTes of cacit MY CHA public hoasing development doring regular basness Toars,
o At the Community Ceeners Limed befow during the hours of 900 AR 1o T30 P

Fidis Caroanals Uommmnniiy Losnser Hromx Fover [ smmunmiy £ emier Latayotie Ciambins Lismmunity Lemsar
Y B Avonm 161 East | 74™ Yipcet 442 Dieialb A venue
Mew Yok, Mew Yok B, Mew Yiock Brsklyn, Mew Yok
Rl s Ol y il Blpmsd Commmainicy Cernes Bredkelen Commmmsy Ceniler
A Mo s Sireen 133- 18 Boosevel) Avenue TS East 1™ Sireet
Mew Yaork, Pew Work Flambing, MNew Yirk Wk, Mew Yisrk
Classie Center m Ml Cicean R/ By side Stmiem Bslemial Lismmunity Llperabane
23R4 Fast 155" Siect L """"""ih Crier Bizroagh Oifice
ook, Mow Yok A7 10 Bazgach U hainined Dhvive 140 Bachminel] Temass
Far Fockaway, Mew ok Snaten lelamd Mew Wosk

SYCTHA wall hodd five Toam Flall mestings at which ke public s myvsed o mise questions regnnlmg the dmfi
plin b wenicr WYCHS olfiale These mectings will bae hild barween ;30 Ph-am] 8000 PW an the e aml
EEOT S TTESE | PR T T PR

e sekiny, Juia® o, N3 ! Phiirsaiay, Shiie 9. JINIS
P raratvan Mleeinlicdnies
Blechester Indosimial Cener Fashiom Institmie of Technodogy
AT-35 Parsons Blhed, ai Jewel A vonesy Hnfi Seslitorom
Flushing, Mew Yark T Avenie & 3T Soneel
Pieww YWk, Mew ¥ ork
Maonday. Jume 20, 20005 Weedmesday, Jaae 22, 2K15 Tharsdoy, Jowe I, JIXIS
Hroaklvi Siares Falaiaig Hisiix
Mew York College of Technology 5 2% Drevins Imermedime School Classic Center 4 Molrose
IRF Moy Street at Tullary Sdrred 1450 % prrem Sireed ol Gommlom Siresi %6 East 1567 Skreet ol Morri= Ave
Brveakly i, Mew Yok Ruaten [elasa] | ™ Yioek Hiaiia, Mew Yark
E!I.hljg ! -ﬂl'l.l!“l:'l'l! -

MY CHA also invites public comment on the proposed plan at a public hearing to be held on
Wednesday, Augast 3, 2005, fromm 5:300 PR o S:00 PR o
The New York Marriotl at the Brooklyn Bridge
FAL Apdams Sireel
{Betvwern Fulion aml Tillsry Stroeis)
Bareaklyn, ™Miw Yok

Each focariow fioed abeve iy banky howadicoppes’ eoceraible g can be repcled uring public sromspornaion

Wiriles coimnenls regarding the drdt plan ere eocournied. To be consulensd submissboms mast e feced e
lnicr tham Awmgasd 5, 2062, Commenis may be seni either through ihe indernet oddress sen o nbove or vin
vordanirey sl (Fax submissions will poi be aceepied) do the address set forth balow:

Mow YWork Uity Housing Aullsoriny
Pubdic Housing Azency Plan Commenis
Church Street Station
b, Box 3422
Mew Yiwk, Mew Yiark 108HEE- 5427

(Continued from page 1)

Center and Fred Samuels won; for the Bantam Division Patterson Houses played Hammel Com-
munity Center and Patterson Houses won; and for the Futures Division Douglass Houses played
Hammel Community Center and Hammel Community Center (shown above) won.
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Why pay for non-prescription
items when Healthfirst offers up

to $400 worth for FREE?

“I use my pre-paid card to
receive FREE non-prescription items.”

Marion Williams, Healthfirst Member

If you are eligible for Medicare and Medicaid; the
Healthfirst LIFE IMPROVEMENT PLAN is one of
the most complete healthcare plans available in
New York. We offer you a pre-paid card with up
to $100 per quarter of non-prescription items
for $0 plan premium.

2005 great benefits include:

v Up to US$300 a year for routine healthcare
while traveling abroad**

v 30 co-pay for primary care visits

v No referrals required to see a physician
specialist

v 30 for ALL dental services

v Free home safety assessment & up to $500
in home safety items

v FREE car service to and from your doctor up
to 6 times per year

Call Healthfirst toll free today at: Enjoy these great benefits

1-877-237-1303
TTY 1-800-662-1220

{For the hearing or speech impaired)

healthfirst

for S0 plan premium
Medicare Plan

and keep your Medicare
dollars in your wallet!

Benefies that work for you,

a health maintenance organization { v
ailable in the Bronx, Brooklyn, M;

(CMSY. Healthfirst Medicare Plan

. L - |
g Lenters for Medicare & Meadicamn

an open to all Medicare eligibles ™ "Excludes Us terrtona:

E2005 HFManagamen Senwies, LLC

WIKTO4. 1106
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Childcare Funding for Low-Income Families Who Live Or Work in the Liberty
Zone (below 14th Street in Manhattan) or in Brooklyn Area Codes: 11206,
11212, 11213, 11216, 11221, 11233 or 11237.

The New York Union Child Care Coalition has developed a pilot program to provide childcare
subsidies to low-income families who live or work in the Liberty Zone (below 14th Street in
Manhattan). Eligible families can receive up to $6,000 for childcare.

Work Requirements:
To be eligible, each parent residing in the household must work at least 20 hours a week.

Income Requirements:

The income limits for a family of two (one adult and one child under the age of 13) is $34,348;
for a family of 3 (one adult and two children or two adults and one child) is $43,093; for a fam-
ily of 4 (one adult and three children or two adults and two children) is $51,838 and for a
family of 5 (one adult, four children or two adults and three children) the income must be
under $60,583.

Please note that subsidies are only available for households with children age 13 or below; how-
ever children between the ages of 14 and 18 will be included in the determination of family size.

For Additional Information or to see if you qualify, please call: (212) 809-3619, ext. 19.
This program is funded by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services, and is

administered by the Consortium for Worker Education in collaboration with the NYC Adminis-
tration for Children’s Services

BOB MANN TOURS, INC

“YOUR GROUP TOUR SPECIALIST”
SERVING NYC HOUSING GROUPS WITH TOURS
FOR OVER 22 YEARS

718-628-9030 1-888-745-9897

FOR 2005: NEW AND EXCITING BUS TOURS FOR
BLOCK ASSOCIATIONS AND CHURCH GROUPS

= NORDIC LODGE LOBSTERFEASTS

* BALTIMORE CRABFEASTS AND GOSPELFEST

* FOXWOODS, MOHEGAN SUN, ATLANTIC CITY, DOVER

= SHOPPING TO READING, FRANKLIN MILLS, TANGERS.

» HERITAGE TOURS TO BALTIMORE, D.C. & PHILADELPHIA
* SIX FLAGS, DORNEY PARK, SESAME PLACE, HERSHEY

= BUSCH GARDENS, KINGS DOMINION & WATER COUNTRY
* SIGHT AND SOUND SHOWS “RUTH” AND MUCH MORE!

MEMBER OF THE NY BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
CALL TODAY FOR A EREE COPY OF OUR 2005 CATALOG

E-MAIL US AT: INFO@BOBMANNTOURS.COM
VISIT US AT: WWW.BOBMANNTOURS.COM

L)€ /(//(f{ &
/f

Fall 2005 Admission

Direct Admits - Apply June 27 to August 10
Maondays through Wednesdays, 10 am to 3 pm

The City College of New York

Administration Building, Admissicns - Room 101
160 Comvent Avenue (at 138th Streat)
Mawe York, WY . 10031 , 21 2-650-6441 7 6448

Your chaloe of owver 100 majors imokeding:
Feyrhobagry. Engrisasng, Coampules Soencs, Educalion [Chishol Sscontan!
Biingual TEEOLSpecil EducetionEducational Lnadershep), Fim and Video, Elechonic
D pndl MRy, Moes: OVotal’ ParlormancaEnsamslaBons A Techadlagy),
Croatwe Writng, Pro-bed, imematioral Relations and so much mome._So maemy
CAFRerE - §0 Ny dedme e Tuliil

City College
i .."'.-I.,:'l'l. 'l_i ||'J'._

visit our website at www.ceny.cuny.edu to learn more

|
CITY COLLEGE ISEEI

Peninsula Preparatory <
Academy Charter School
Far m&hﬁﬂ1 Epace -"i'f #
A free Public Charter School [ 5P Avetieble ==
'fm Ertrance Exam tﬁ'llu: E1EFD )
Faar inlormarsss ar g applaostion, — \,‘_

plas call Fludost Teallmant (F17) T86-THY
To vish the school, plesse call (71EMTT TR

A n Wichory Schooli Schusl
T4 & BppdstmRm

SPEAK OUT AGAINST FRAUD AND CORRUPTION!
If you or anyone in your family is aware of any fraud or corruption
committed against the New York City Housing Authority
(“NYCHA”) by any NYCHA employee, contractor, vendor, or
resident, we urge you to call the NYCHA Inspector General
(“IG”) at 212-306-3355 or the Department of Investigation
(“DOI”) at 212-3-NYC-DOI or 212-825-5959. The I1G and DOI
rely on NYCHA employees, residents and people who do business
with NYCHA, and the public at large to report fraudulent and
corrupt activity they see or hear.

For your own safety and the safety
of your neighbors, only buzz
people you know into the building
and never prop the front door open!

/g
—

2

\=Up)

r(\ ‘ \/:,\

/ﬁ
(S A @
——'0 ~




8 | THE HOUSING AUTHORITY JOURNAL
JUNE 2005

WANTS TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT OXFORD'S NO COST
FITNESS MEMBERSHIP.

WANTS TO

: KNOW IF
50 MONTHLY
PLAN
PREMIUM
IS REALLY
TRUE.

WANTS TO KNOW IF
HE CAN HAVE ANOTHER
FREE MUFFIN.

GET YOUR MEDICARE QUESTIONS ANSWERED AT OXFORD'S FREE BREAKFAST SEMINAR.

Just about evervone has a few questions about Medicare. And that’s why we're inviting you to join us for a free breakfast seminar.
At a local diner, you can enjoy a complimentary breakfast and get answers to all of your Medicare questions — from costs to coverage
options to everything in between. We want you to understand your Medicare options, so that you can make the best healthcare choice

OXFORD

MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE"

By Lretid Hesalhes

possible, To reserve vour seat or for more information, call 1-800-795-1407 (T 1-800-201-4874)

between 8:00 am and 5:30 pm. Then fill up on breakfast while you get the scoop on Medicare,

UPCOMING SEMINARS www.oxfordmedicare.com

Bromx Branx Bronx Bronx Brookiyn

May 31, 9:00 am June 7, 9:00 am June 10, 9:00 am June 16, 5:00 rm May 31, 10:00 am
New Royal Coach Diner  Charlies Inn Joe's Place (Bi-Lingual) Land & Sea Restaurant Vegas Diner

3260 Boston Rd. 2711 Harding Ave, 1841 Westchester Ave. 5535 Broadway 1619 86th 5t
Cross St./Gunhill Rd. Cross St./Balcomb St. Cross St/ Theriot Ave. Btwn. 230th & 231st St. Cross 5t./16th Ave.
Brooklyn Brookiym Brookiyn- Sunset Park Brovklyn Manhattan

June 14, 5:00 A June 15, 9:30 am June 22, 9:00 Am June 23, .00 An June 22, 9:00 anm
Del Rio Diner Junior’s Rest. {#i-Lingual) George's Rest. [Bi-Lingmal)  Socrates Rest. (Bi-Linguall La Rosita Rest. (Bi-Lingual
166 Kings Hwy. 386 Flatbush Ave. 5701 5th Ave, 651 Manhattan Ave. 2809 Broadway
Cross St./W. 12th 5t Corner of DeKalb Ave.  Cross 5t./57th 5t Btwn, Norman & Nassau  Cross 5t./109th St.
Manhattan Manhattan Quecns- Flushing Queons - Flushing Queens- Rege Park
June 23, 9:30 am June 249, 9:00 am May 31, 9:00 am June 14, 9:00 am June 16, 9:00 An
Arties Delicatessen Caridad Rest. (Bl-Linpuall  Palace Diner Hilltop Diner Shalimar Diner
2290 Broadway 4311 Broadway 60-15 Main SL 164-02 Union Tpke. B3-68 Austin St
Cross S5LW. 83rd Si Cross S1/184th 5L Cross SLAG0th Ave. Cross S0,/ 164th 51 Cross SL/63rd Dr.
Mucers- Howard Beach Staten Istamd Staten Iskand Oiscens - Flushing Bmeens- Rego Park
Jumne 22, 9:00 am May 31, 3:00 am Tune 16, 9:00 A June 14, 9:00 am June 16, 9:00 am
Cross Bay Diner Country Club Diner Golden Dove Diner Hilltop Diner Shalimar Diner
160-31 Crossbay Blvd. 2270 Clove Rd. 3281 Richmond Ave. 164-02 Union Tpke. 63-68 Austin 5L
Brwn. 160th & 161st Ave.  Cross S5t./Hylan Blvd. Cross St./Gurley Ave, Cross St./164th St Cross St./63rd Dr.

Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc. and Oxford Health Plans (N]), Inc. are licensed HMOs operating under Medicare Advantage contracts.
2005 Oxford Health Plans, LLC. M5-05-072
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WEAr WiTH PRIDE. WG'RGLI;HDQTEEEE}-EIHE&!}J RS

FPremier Full Service Matorcoach Transportation
Phane, 718, 381.1775 Toll Free.1. 888, 783, 3433
yisit s on the web @ www.worldwideloursny.com

BRAND MEW 56 PASSENGER PREVOST MOTORCOACHES
FULLY EGUIFPED WITH: AMJ/FM STEREC L0 FLAYER.

iy R TS A LA, BB CheTe
The NYCHA Branded shirt. the |EN| " ELEAM REST AOOMS
NYCHA GREAT ESCAPES TOURS
Ur L roup four Lieparimsen
Limited Edition NYCHA Brand shirts come in black, green Si'ﬂ]"? ;i:::f:f ﬁf&;ﬂﬁgéf ﬂkﬁﬂ;:; ;E":;; d:ﬂ:;iu TT"; L?Euﬂ;_
and white. Sizes, S to 3x. Sold with pride exclusively at the & AMUSEMENT PARKS, SHOPPING TOURS TO ALL

OUTLETS, BALTIMORE CRAR FEAST, SIGHT & SOUNMD, FAMILY
REUMIONS & MUCH MORE!

new NYCHA Store. Specially priced Cinchpacks are also
available. Visit the Store located at 90 Church Sireet,
Gth floor cashier window, or call (212) 306-6578 to order.

NY SCAS

A DIVISION OF TOURO COLLEGE

JOIN US ON THE ROAP TO SUCCESS!

. i

Call us or wisit us on the web for a free copy of our X105 brochuss

Phone. 718, B91.1100 Toll Free. 1. 888. 621. 3300

wisit us on ihe web "if-'uw.gmalesnapenﬁ.cnm

212-463-0400 ext.500
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 212-722-1575 ext. 101

HUMAN SERVICES
212-722-1575 ext.230

COMPUTER SCIENCE 718-353-6400
718-520-6471

HEALTH SCIENCES S S Ry
EDUCATION DESKTOP & WEB PUBLISHING

LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES
ESL CLASSES

718-2-5CHOOL
272-4665 ext.1003
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2005 Garden Competition

&arden & Greening Program

Clprw m Al Hrielrmis s
Enpstira s Bworp O Sleuk b - Jely B 1085
Blank ooy ac pon e gem e CiTin
o Comym i {718 SIE-NNN)

o

i Ty e —

. " RECYCLING"
=
&< '

¥ou map knoss by now Phor theere hrae beaen soree chanoess onorecprling

Glasi u bockl Reeycie gl bafHei asd g alorig mith plaibe Bottles ond
Jusgs. bereerage coripre arad driak booes and metols such g opars, paks ond
perd, wire hasgeri. alupisem fol wrop asd trapl, Flooe P Sema
tagether - | The [oimorer o Specicl geed prasided

All yaur ather kirds of plortic - ke didi oad yogurt comfomers
Srprafoom, plasre fewd oAl Pusaituse - These 004 be Thraan dwdy of P
mha your Fagelar garsooe receptocier, There i na need o recpcls them

A o popr died fasdbasrd Cerhieig 1o Mbdpclke TR MR e peu
hiww abayge done. e the white Sumpeiery o combanare ta discerd all
peper including nesdpoperd, magoeinel, cofolsqued, Telephane beokd, eld mail
popes s, 2aft coser Saoks, Fhrttened shos and corsal toaes,  (Flattenisg
Fepdx bemed sraci dpace. |

Flagse follve Phese smple recycling drections. Tt wil improve the
appeoroace of your deszlaprannt

Alsa, if wou would Bhe T disouss recycing or refise (S5EES 81 pRUr
devalopmard, kef the marcgerent office staff know  They con errenge for
e Washe Monagemeni-Recpcling Coardinater 1o aiiend your agei Besadent

Apscviziar Taa® g

NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
TOLL-FREE TERRORISM HOTLINE REPORTS
MAY BE MADE ANY TIME TO:

1-800-NYC-SAFE
1-888-692-7233

[
ALL CALLS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL

New Tennis Program For Hammel Houses Youth

~~NEW YORK GITY
4'-.%} 16 g

4

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall (left of center) launched a new tennis program on May 7th at the Ham-
mel Houses Community Center in Rockaway, Queens. The Helen Marshall Tennis Program will serve 25 to 30 youth
from the development, ages 6 to 18, and will run through December 31st. NYCHA’s General Manager Douglas
Apple, and Department of Community Operations’ Deputy General Manager Hugh Spence and Queens Borough
Director Anthony Richburg were on hand to lend their support. Also present was Bill Briggs, founder of the non-
profit Youth and Tennis, which will provide the tennis instruction. Mr. Briggs established Youth and Tennis more
than 30 years ago to bring tennis to young Queens residents. “Our new tennis program is designed to offer
young people opportunities in a sport that many youngsters are not exposed to and to have them participate in
a year-round tennis program where they can develop sportsmanship and leadership skills,” said Ms. Marshall.
The program is being sponsored by Health Plus and the United Way, as well as Ms. Marshall’s office. Plans are
underway to expand the program to Baisley Houses in Jamaica, and Queensbridge Houses in Long Island City.

Musical ‘THE LESSON’
Takes NYCHA by Storm!

mr - LAY
% A, LA

Some of the talented young performers in “The Lesson” include (left to right) Kimberly Gonzalez of Campos
Plaza Houses, who plays Tiffany, consultants Tammy Benjamin and Jessica Morales as the storm, and Khari
Walker of Boulevard Houses who plays Kalil. The “goth” Tiffany character is misunderstood because she has trou-
ble communicating and finally learns how to open up by the end of the play. Kalil must decide whether to accept
an offer to play pro-basketball or get a college education first.

I t was standing room only on the evenings of May 5th and 6th at the Fashion Institute of Technol-

ogy in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan, when nearly 800 New York City Housing Authority

(NYCHA) residents attended NYCHA's Performing Arts Unit’s production of the hip-hop musical,
“The Lesson.” Written by playwright Germaine Hardy, who attended the performances, “The Lesson”
tells the stories of teen-aged NYCHA residents who are trapped in their classroom as they wait out
a storm. Each teen presents the problems he or she is facing to their peers and in this way, the
play explores a variety of teen issues. The issues range from child abuse to peer pressure to whether
or not to accept an offer to play pro basketball, or go to college instead. (Ultimately the character
decides to go to college.) When the storm finally hits it breaks down the teens’ defenses which helps
them to overcome the challenges they face.

Under the direction of Community Coordinators Andre LeClech, Feliciano Ramirez, Keir Nelson and
Susan Unger, 30 NYCHA teenagers and young adults pulled it all together in less than two months
of rehearsals. “It was a beautiful collaboration,” said Mr. Nelson. “It’s very important to hear the
stories of the teens. The majority of the audience looked like they were very involved, like they
could relate.”



