
 

ABOUT THE CENSUS BUREAU’S HOUSEHOLD PULSE SURVEY 

 

In late April 2020, the Census Bureau, in partnership with other federal agencies, launched the Household 

Pulse Survey to provide nearly real-time weekly data on COVID-19’s impact on employment, food security, 

health status, housing security, and educational disruption.  

 

The housing security component includes questions about the household and individual respondents’ 

residence and their confidence in their ability to make next month’s housing payment. In the first phase of 

data collection, the survey also asked respondents whether they were able to pay last month’s housing 

payment. Since the second phase of data collection, respondents were instead asked whether they were 

behind on their housing payments generally, not just for the previous month. 

 

The survey provides representative estimates for the adult population living in households at three different 

levels of geography: the 15 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas, the 50 states plus the District of Columbia 

and the U.S. The data used here includes only the New York State counties of the New York City 

Metropolitan Statistical Area: the five boroughs of New York City and Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, 

Rockland and Putnam counties. 

 

The survey was originally intended to cover the 12 weeks April 23, 2020 – July 21, 2020. It has since been 

extended. Phase 2 of the data collection began on August 19th and continued through late October. Phase 3 

of data collection began October 28, 2020, and Phase 3.1 began April 14, 2021. The survey carried over 

many Phase 1 questions and collect additional information on the application and receipt of benefits, post-

secondary education disruptions, tobacco and alcohol use, capacity to telework, travel practices, and 

behavioral changes in response to the pandemic. 

 

Analysis of the weekly data found a large amount of variance, making it less reliable for week-to-week 

comparisons. We instead average the weekly data into three periods. This is more reliable and also allows 

us to tie the data more directly to changes in COVID related policy as they happen. Due to small sample 

sizes and a lack of reliable variation across time, the breakdown of housing security estimates by 

demographic characteristics are averaged across multiple weeks of data. 

 

The Pulse data used here is for the New York State portion of the greater Metropolitan area. To make it more 

New York City specific we will provide context by adding relevant state and local data. In this issue of the 

post we include local data on eviction trends and need for aid estimates from the Furman Center. Data on 

eviction rates by locality replicates analyses from the Association for Neighborhood and Housing 

Development (ANHD) and uses data from the New York State Office of Court Administration, as aggregated 

by NYCDB. Data on the number of residential units by zip code is from PLUTO version 21v1. As per the 

estimates from ANHD, eviction rates were calculated as the number of non-payment and holdover cases for 

residential units per 1,000 residential units (excluding single-unit residences) in each zip code from March 

23, 2020 to June 8, 2021. Data on racial composition, median income, and place of birth by zip code is from 

the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey. COVID death and vaccine data are from NYC Health. 

State-level estimates of back-rent were prepared for the National Council of State Housing Agencies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey.html
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/technical-documentation/hhp/Phase_2_Questionnaire_11_2_20_Updated_English.pdf
https://furmancenter.org/thestoop/entry/rental-assistance-need-and-federal-era-allocation-in-new-york-state
https://anhd.org/blog/220000-tenants-brink-and-counting#_ftnref2
https://anhd.org/blog/220000-tenants-brink-and-counting#_ftnref2
https://github.com/nycdb/nycdb
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/data-maps/open-data/dwn-pluto-mappluto.page
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-totals.page
https://www.ncsha.org/wp-content/uploads/Analysis-of-Current-and-Expected-Rental-Shortfall-and-Potential-Evictions-in-the-US_Stout_FINAL.pdf

