CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

July 11, 2018 / Calendar No. 24

C 180241 PCQ

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation and
the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York
City Charter, for a site selection and acquisition of property located at along 182nd Street between
69th and 73rd Avenues (Block 7135, Lots 54 and 60) for the preservation of open space, Borough
of Queens, Community District 8.

This application for site selection and acquisition of property was filed on January 26, 2018 by
the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS). The proposed action would facilitate the preservation of
Brinckerhoff Cemetery, a city landmark, as open space.

BACKGROUND
DPR and DCAS are seeking the site selection and acquisition of Brinckerhoff Cemetery, located
along 182nd Street between 69th Avenue and 73rd Avenue (Block 7135, Lots 54 and 60) in the
Fresh Meadows neighborhood of Queens, for preservation of open space. The privately-owned
property is located in an R2A zoning district, and the surrounding area is predominantly
developed with single-family detached homes.

The cemetery was actively used from approximately 1730 until approximately 1872. It was
professionally surveyed in 1919 by the Queens Topographical Bureau, at which time 77
gravestones and markers were identified. Currently, there are no visible gravestones or markers
and the property is covered in trees, shrubs, and ground cover plants. The Landmarks
Preservation Commission (LPC) designated the cemetery as a landmark on August 12, 2012 (N
130043 HKQ). LPC found that the site has “a special character and a special historical and
aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage, and cultural characteristics of
New York City.”
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The cemetery also falls within the area rezoned as part of the 2006 Department of City Planningsponsored Union-Utopia Rezoning (C 060235 ZMQ). The purpose of the rezoning was to
preserve the existing built character of the area’s low-rise detached homes. Prior to the rezoning,
the cemetery was located within an R2 zoning district.

DPR and DCAS propose the site selection and acquisition of Brinckerhoff Cemetery to preserve
it as a visual open space resource for the community. There are currently no plans to undertake
any major capital improvements on this site. Upon acquisition, DPR would explore making
minor improvements, which could include installing a consistent perimeter fence, repairing the
sidewalk, installing park signage, and removing dead trees. DPR would also install a gate along
182 Street to aid regular maintenance. A new perimeter fence and gate would be subject to LPC
approval. Any of these minor aesthetic improvements would occur after acquisition.

DPR is also considering entering into an agreement with the Colonial Farmhouse Restoration
Society of Bellerose, Inc., operator of the Queens County Farm Museum, to develop a
partnership to assist with the regular maintenance of the site, including grounds care and garbage
removal. The Queens County Farm Museum is a not-for-profit organization that currently has an
agreement with DPR to operate and manage the Queens County Farm Museum property. This
entity is interested in a collaborative effort to maintain Brinckerhoff Cemetery because a person
buried at the Brinckerhoff Cemetery is associated with the Adriance Family, the original family
whose homestead makes up the grounds of the Queens County Farm Museum. If an agreement
with this organization is not reached, DPR would either manage the maintenance of this site
itself or partner with another community organization.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
This application (C 180241 PCQ) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New
York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the City Environmental Quality
Review Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The lead agency is
DPR. This application was determined to be a Type II action, which requires no further
environmental review.
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UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW
This application (C 180241 PCQ) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning
on February 26, 2018, and was duly referred to Queens Community Board 8 and the Queens
Borough President in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 202(b).

Community Board Public Hearing
Queens Community Board 8 held a public hearing on this application (C 180241 PCQ) on April
9, 2018, and on April 18, 2018, by a vote of 36 in favor, none opposed, and with no abstentions,
adopted a resolution recommending approval of the application.

Borough President Recommendation
The Queens Borough President held a public hearing on this application (C 180241 PCQ) on
May 3, 2018 and issued a recommendation approving the application on May 9, 2018.

City Planning Commission Public Hearing
On June 13, 2018 (Calendar No. 12), the City Planning Commission scheduled June 27, 2018 for
a public hearing on this application (C 180241 PCQ). The hearing was duly held on June 27,
2018 (Calendar No. 23). One speaker testified in favor of the application.

A representative from DPR spoke in favor of the application, noting the history of the cemetery
as an important cultural landmark in the city and described the current conditions on the
property. He discussed minor capital improvements DPR would consider making after
acquisition, including installing a consistent perimeter fence, repairing the sidewalk, installing
park signage, and removing dead trees. He also stated that DPR would work with the local
community members to explore allowing public access to the cemetery.

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed.
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CONSIDERATION
The Commission believes that this application (C 180241 PCQ) for the site selection and
acquisition of property is appropriate.

DPR and DCAS seek to acquire the property for the purpose of preservation of visual open space
for the community. DPR intends to undertake minor site improvements and explore a potential
partnership with the Colonial Farmhouse Restoration Society of Bellerose, Inc., to assist with the
regular maintenance of the site, including grounds care and garbage removal. In the event that a
partnership with this or another community organization cannot be reached, DPR has committed
to provide regular maintenance of the site. The Commission believes that the acquisition of this
site would ensure its continued use as a visual open space resource for the benefit of the
community.

RESOLUTION
RESOLVED, that the Department of Parks and Recreation finds that the action described herein
will have no significant impact on the environment; and be it further

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 200 of the New
York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination and consideration described in
this report, the application submitted by DPR and DCAS for the site selection and acquisition of
property located along 182nd Street between 69th and 73rd Avenues (Block 7135, Lots 54 & 60)
for preservation of open space is approved.

The above resolution (C 180241 PCQ), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on July
11, 2018 (Calendar No. 24), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the
Borough President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City
Charter.

MARISA LAGO, Chair
ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, JOSEPH DOUEK, RICHARD W. EADDY,
CHERYL COHEN EFFRON, HOPE KNIGHT, ANNA HAYES LEVIN,
ORLANDO MARÍN, LARISA ORTIZ, Commissioners
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