Info Brief

NYC’s Foreign-born, 2000 to 2015
In 2015 the city’s immigrant population stood at 3.21 million, up 12% from 2.87 million in 2000. If
New York’s foreign-born were an independent city, it would be larger than Chicago. The foreign-born
represent a global microcosm and account for 38% of the city’s population and 46% of its resident labor
force. This info brief provides a demographic, social, and economic portrait of the city’s foreign-born
and highlights changes between 2000 and 2015.

Area of Origin
• Latin Americans accounted for 32% of the foreign-born.
Increasing from 919,800 in 2000 to 1.02 million in 2015,
they retained both their share and position as the largest
area of origin.
• Asians, with a 29% share, increased from 686,600 to
945,000. If this growth persists, Asia would become the
city’s top area of origin.
• The share of the nonhispanic Caribbean was 18%,
down 2 percentage points, with their total foreign-born
(590,000) remaining virtually unchanged from 2000.
• Those born in Europe now account for 15% of all
immigrants, down from 19% in 2000.
• While immigrants from Africa comprised the smallest
share (5%), they were the fastest growing, increasing by
over one-half in 15 years.
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Change in Top Foreign-born Groups, 2000 to 2015
The ranking of foreign-born groups remained
fairly stable since 2000, masking vibrant trends.
• The Dominican Republic remained in 1st
place, sustained by sizable growth (up
17%). Mexico surged 47% and leaped from
5th to 3rd place.
• Ranked 2nd, China was the 3rd fastest
growing country (49%), surpassed only by
Bangladesh (92%) among the top 10.
• While Guyana grew by 11%, all other
nonhispanic Caribbean countries declined.
• No European country was in the top 10,
and all saw declines. Russia, the last
European country to be in the top 10 in
2000, fell to 15th place in 2015.

* China includes the mainland, Taiwan, and Hong Kong.
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Data in this Info Brief come from the following U.S. Census Bureau sources: 2000 Census SF 3; 2015 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey-Summary Files;
2015 American Community Survey-Public Use Microdata Sample.
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Foreign-born Settlement by Neighborhood
• Queens was home to 1.1 million
immigrants, and another 972,300
resided in Brooklyn, together accounting
for two-thirds of the city’s foreign-born.
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• The top immigrant neighborhoods were
Bensonhurst (BK), Washington Heights
(MN), Elmhurst (QN), and Corona (QN),
with a combined foreign-born population
exceeding 300,000.
• Three immigrant-dense neighborhoods
saw substantial foreign-born declines:
Greenpoint (BK), decreased 49%, and
Astoria (QN) and Chinatown (MN) each
declined approximately 30%.
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• While Staten Island’s neighborhoods
had relatively fewer immigrants,
its overall foreign-born population
increased the fastest. In 15 years
it gained 41% more immigrants,
concentrated primarily along the North
Shore.

Staten
Island
21.6%

* Five-year data, 2011-2015

Selected Socio-economic Characteristics of Top Groups, 2015
Foreign-born groups spanned the socioeconomic spectrum. When compared to the native-born, the foreignborn population had lower educational attainment, but higher labor force participation and lower poverty.

1 Persons 5 years and over

2 Persons 25 years and over

3 Persons 16 years and over

About the Department of City Planning
The Department of City Planning (DCP) plans for the strategic growth and development of the City through ground-up planning with
communities, the development of land use policies and zoning regulations, and its contribution to the preparation of the City’s 10-year
Capital Strategy. For more information, go to: nyc.gov/data-insights
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