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STATEMENTS OF MAYOR BLOOMBERG, BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARKOWITZ AND QUEENS
BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL ON 2010 CENSUS RESULTS

The following are Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s remarks as delivered in the Blue Room of City Hall today
“You know, we did get a chance to look at the numbers, and our population they say is at an all-time high, which is
great news because many other cities around the country are actually losing people.”
“In the last decade, New York City suffered the most tragic event in its history – 9/11. It’s weathered two major
economic downturns. But by continuing to drive crime down and turn our schools around and invest in our quality of
life, we’ve made New York an even better place. The census says that we have added 166,000-odd people since the
2000 count, but we are concerned that there’s been a significant undercount.”
“We think it’s roughly 2.6 percent of our population, or about 225,000 people. In March of 2010, the Bureau estimated
that New York City was home to about 8.4 million people. Now it says our population is – a year later – down to 8.175
million. So you’ve got to understand, in all fairness to the census people, it’s very difficult to do these counts, and the
numbers depends on when you do them and how you do them – there’s a lot of estimating that goes in as well.”
“It is troublesome that with the undercounting, and we kept saying that, if you remember, we did lost of press
conferences trying to get people to cooperate with the census, because our representation in both Albany and in
Washington depends on how much, how many people we have, as does the amount of money for many programs that
we get, both Federal and State.”
“We’re also surprised at the numbers this morning because we think we were successful in getting more New Yorkers
to fill out and send back their census. Stacey Cumberbatch, I think, was the one that led the City’s efforts and did a
great job.”
“As part of that effort, we tried to make sure that the Census Bureau had the addresses of all of the city’s housing.
There, interestingly enough, there’s something like 127,000 apartments or homes, nearly four percent of the housing
in the city, that they didn’t have the full addresses on until we notified them. So it just goes to show you how hard it is
to do this.”
“A lot of the numbers that the census is about to release seems to go against some of the information we have. For
example, the Census Bureau determined that the population of Queens increased by only 1,300 people. Think about
that. 1,300 people over ten years. I’m not criticizing them, but it doesn’t make any sense. And so, you know, the idea
that Manhattan, Staten Island and the Bronx recorded substantial increases, while Brooklyn only grew by 1.6 percent
and Queens grew by a tenth of one percent, it just doesn’t make any sense at all.”
“And I think it has to do probably more with how the housing stock is, if you live in one big apartment building or in
separate attached or detached houses. Whether there’s a lot of illegal conversions would make a big deal in terms of
what the count.”
“Another example is the census tells us that there’s 170,000 units that were built – housing units – that were built in
New York City over the past decade, yet the census says that these 170,000 units are home to only 165,000 people.
Can’t be, I mean there’s a lot more than one person on average. So it’s not that we’re criticizing the census, it just
goes to point out when you’re trying to get numbers like this it’s very difficult.”
“The numbers are totally incongruous, and in 2000, I think there was something like 2.6 people in the average home
in New York City. So if you added 170,000 housing units you, should have added 2.6 times that in rough numbers.
The, you know, we’ll do everything we can to try to show the Census Bureau where we think they’ve erred. We want
to look at what it’s doing with vacant housing, heavily immigrant dominated communities – Jackson Heights, Astoria,
Bensonhurst, Sunset Park.”

“We’ve confirmed that these are not neighborhoods that have had a lot of new housing. Our housing stock has been
there for some time incidentally, and anyone in those neighborhoods will tell you there is not a huge amount of vacant
housing. So you’ve got to believe that when the Census Bureau was unable to get in touch with immigrants who lived
in these communities, it simply recorded those homes as vacant.”
“And as Joe Salvo will tell you, or as everybody here that goes out looking for an apartment will tell you, there are not
a lot of vacant homes in this city. So I hate to be such a longwinded answer, but the bottom line is I think they’ve tried
to do a good job, but New York City, because of the vast bulk of immigrants and because of the way the housing is laid
out, it is very difficult to count. And when three boroughs go up dramatically, and the two most populous boroughs
don’t, something is wrong.”
The following are Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz remarks as delivered in the Blue Room of City Hall today
“I looked at these figures, Mayor, and I must tell you – can I tell you something?
“Williamsburg, Greenpoint, DUMBO, downtown Brooklyn, let’s put those growth factors. Just think of this. From 2000
to 2010, if you just count the Hasidim from Williamsburg, the Satmar and the Lubavitch Hasidim in Crown Heights,
you’ve got 40,000 increase right there over the last ten years. Without touching the other neighborhoods that
somehow I think the census overlooked.
“I’ve got to tell you, I’m flabbergasted by these numbers, Mayor. I know they made a big, big mistake.”
Statement of Queens Borough President Helen M. Marshall
“As an elected official here in Queens for the past 30 years, I have watched the population of our borough become the
most diverse of any county in America.”
“JFK Airport, the Gateway to America, brings individuals and families here from around the world, and many stay here
in Queens with relatives already living the American Dream.”
“Although my office formed a Complete Count Committee to increase participation in the census, I believe that many
in our immigrant population still did not participate in the count due, in part, to privacy issues and language barriers.”
“I believe that Queens has traditionally been undercounted and continues to be. I invite Census officials who believe
that our population is stagnant to go on tour with me and discover the difference.”
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Department of City Planning
The Department of City Planning (DCP) promotes strategic growth, transit-oriented development, and sustainable
communities in the City, in part by initiating comprehensive, consensus-based planning and zoning changes for
individual neighborhoods and business districts, as well as establishing policies and zoning regulations applicable
citywide. It supports the City Planning Commission and each year reviews more than 500 land use applications for
actions such as zoning changes and disposition of City property. The Department assists both government agencies and
the public by providing policy analysis and technical assistance relating to housing, transportation, community facilities,
demography, waterfront and public space.

