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INTRODUCTION 

This document contains comments received by the Department of City Planning (DCP) on the FY 2020/2021 

Citywide Statement of Needs (SON). Submissions included statements from Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens 

Borough Presidents, Community Boards 2, 9, and 14 in Brooklyn, and Community Board 1 in Staten Island. 

The SON is an annual report pursuant to Section 204 of the City Charter intended to facilitate, in conjunction 

with the Criteria for the Location of City Facilities (the Fair Share Criteria), a dialogue on siting decisions for 

City facilities, aimed at balancing community needs, cost effective service delivery and the social and 

economic impacts of these facilities on surrounding areas.  

The Citywide Statement of Needs identifies by agency and program all new facilities the City plans to site 

and all existing facilities the City plans to close or to expand or reduce significantly in size during the next 

two fiscal years. As part of the SON process, Borough Presidents, Borough Boards and Community Boards 

may submit written comments to DCP within 90 days of publication of the SON.  During the comment 

period, Borough Presidents may propose alternative locations for any new City facilities to be located in 

their borough if the locations are consistent with the Criteria for the Location of City Facilities and with the 

specific siting criteria listed in the Statement of Needs.  

Together with information required by the Fair Share Criteria, the comments on the SON are considered as 

part of the City’s land use review process for siting City facilities. 

Additional information 

• For more information about the Citywide Statement of Needs visit:

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/publications/citywide-statement-of-needs.page

• To view the most recent Citywide Statement of Needs (published in November 2018) visit:
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/son_20_21.pdf

• To view the City’s Fair Share Criteria visit:

http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/criteria_lcf.pdf

• For questions related to this document or the City’s Fair Share process, please contact the New 
York City Department of City Planning at SON_DL@planning.nyc.go 
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Office of the Bronx Borough President Response to Citywide Statement of Needs for 

Fiscal Years 2020-2021: Bronx Proposals 

Site Specific Proposals 

1. Relocation of Division of Child Protection Offices
a. Borough President agrees the proposed location for the ACS Division of Child Protection

at 1260 Water Place. The construction of the new Metro North stations, specifically the
Morris Park Station, will provide better access to clients and members of the public. In
addition, its close proximity to other health institutions would provide better access
health and mental services to ACS clients.

2. Relocation of Distribution and Fleet Services
a. Borough President does not agree with the relocation of the fleet and operations of

Department of Homeless to The Bronx site located at 885 East 149th Street. The Bronx is
home to the DHS PATH Family Center, various shelters, and a majority of cluster sites.
The Bronx has committed to its fair share of DHS needs and would recommend the site
be located in another borough, and this site be used to create affordable housing in the
Bronx.

3. New Animal Care and Control Shelter
a. Borough President agrees with the need for an Animal Shelter, but concurs with the

residents of Co-op City, as noted in my ULURP recommendation that the site selected
for the shelter at 2050 Bartow Avenue is not the ideal site. The neighborhood in which
the site is located, is an area that experiences high traffic congestion and has limited
public transportation access. The site itself was identified by the community for a
community recreational center. Lastly, Co-Op City does not allow its residents to have
pets, making it difficult for residents to benefit from the site themselves.

4. Expansion of Mechanic Facility for Sanitation Vehicles and Equipment
a. No Opposition.
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5. Expansion and Relocation of Citywide Concrete Program
a. No Opposition.

6. Expansion of Sidewalk Inspection Management- Fleet Support
a. Borough President disagrees with the proposal to expand this location to support both

the Bronx and Brooklyn boroughs and recommends the alternative solution listed by
DOT. It is unclear if the Webster Avenue expansion alternative would serve only The
Bronx, or both The Bronx and Brooklyn. The preference is that each borough

7. Relocation of Emergency Medical Services Station 17
a. No Opposition.

8. New Office Space for Family Court Division Raise the Age Program
a. No Opposition.

9. Bronx Borough Jail
a. Borough President agrees with the closure of Riker’s, but does not agree with the

proposal to locate the Bronx Jail Site at 320 Concord Avenue at the current NYPD Tow
Pound.  My office has proposed viable alternative sites, one of which would build be
built on land adjacent to the Bronx Hall of Justice and replace the existing, underutilized
Family Court building next door. If all boroughs, including Staten Island, received their
fair share in the closing or Riker’s, each receiving a jail site, the proposed size of the
facility would not be 1.5 million square feet. We have not been provided clear rationale
for the need of this amount of square footage. As proposed the 27-story facility, with a
proposed height of 275 feet would impose on any built environment, let alone this
neighborhood in Council District 1 with mostly 2-story buildings.
The proposed Jail Sites in Queens, Manhattan, and Brooklyn, are all located adjacent to
arraignment courts, the selected site in the Bronx is located 2.2 miles from the transit
accessible court facilities. Furthermore, given the inability of the City to move forward
with the Manhattan site, the ULURP process must restart that decouples each proposed
court facility from a single ULURP into a ULURP for each.
The same site has also been proposed for housing and a community facility, in the Diego
Beekman plan, a plan created through a two year community-driven planning process.
Lastly, the limited outreach to the community and elected officials during the site
selection process demonstrated an unwillingness to consider the needs of the
community and borough. I cannot not support the plan as proposed.

10. Relocation of Sanitation Garage
a. The Borough President does not approve of the site being considered for this relocation.

The site is located within a relatively short distance of the Bronx River and is surrounded
by mature wooded areas.  The site also poses accessibility challenges for Sanitation
Department vehicles and employees, as the only way access can be realized is via
streets from Mount Vernon, New York.    As the Bronx Parkway prohibits trucks, large
Sanitation vehicles arriving and departing this site would be limited to local streets,
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many of which are narrow and lined with one and two family homes.   The proximity of 
the Sanitation facility to the Bronx River may result in airborne particles and debris 
impacting the river and its water quality.  The Borough President contends that the 
proximity of this garage to the Bronx River Greenway presents unwarranted safety 
hazards for cyclists as debris will likely interfere with greenway activities. During severe 
rain storms the hilly terrain of this site poses additional environmental challenges 
including additional storm water runoff prompted by the site’s development.   

11. Relocation of Bainbridge Job Center
a. The District Manager of Community District #7 indicates that the Bainbridge Job Center

is a “good neighbor,” as they offer the community essential services that many rely on.
The City has not identified a site for a new facility.   The Borough President believes that
any new facility should remain in Bronx Community District #7.

12. Board of Elections-Relocation from 1780 Grand Concourse is being sought
a. No Opposition

13. Department of Probation, Bronx Juvenile Operations
a. The Department of Probation is seeking additional office space for 64 Probation officers.

The City notes that this new facility will be configured based on its proximity to current
space which is the Family Court building located at 900 Sheridan Avenue. The Borough
President believes that when a site is identified it NOT occupy space originally intended
for commercial /retail functions.

14. Relocation of Bridges Preventative Maintenance Unit
a. No Opposition

15. Relocation of Bronx Tow Pound
a. The Borough President supports relocating the Bronx Tow Pound site and that any use

of this vacated property be developed exclusively for residential use.

16. Relocation of Bronx Special Victims Unit
a. The Borough President supports the relocation of this unit to a facility that is

appropriately designed for such purposes.  The new site must NOT be located in a
facility designed for commercial/retail development.  It should be easily reached by
mass transit.
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STATEN ISLAND 
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