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INTRODUCTION 

 
This document contains comments received by the Department of City Planning (DCP) regarding the FY 

2023/2024 Citywide Statement of Needs (SON). Comments were received from the Brooklyn and Manhattan 

Borough Presidents, Community Board 10 in Queens, and Community Board 1 in Staten Island. 

The SON is an annual report pursuant to Section 204 of the City Charter intended to facilitate, in conjunction 

with the Criteria for the Location of City Facilities (the Fair Share Criteria), a dialogue on siting decisions for 

City facilities that is aimed at balancing community needs, cost effective service delivery, and the social and 

economic impacts of these facilities on surrounding areas.  

The SON identifies by agency and program all new facilities the City plans to site and all existing facilities 

the City plans to close or to expand or reduce significantly in size during the next two fiscal years. As part 

of the SON process, Borough Presidents and Community Boards may submit written comments to DCP.  

During the comment period, Borough Presidents may propose alternative locations for any new City 

facilities to be located in their borough if the locations are consistent with the Criteria for the Location of 

City Facilities and with the specific siting criteria listed in the Statement of Needs.  

Together with information required by the Fair Share Criteria, the comments on the SON are considered as 

part of the City’s land use review process for siting City facilities. 

 

Additional Information 

• For more information about the Citywide Statement of Needs visit: 

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/publications/citywide-statement-of-needs.page  

• To view the most recent Citywide Statement of Needs (published in December 2021) visit:  

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/son_23_24.pdf 

• To view the City’s Fair Share Criteria visit: 

http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/criteria_lcf.pdf  

• For questions related to this document or the City’s Fair Share process, please contact the New 

York City Department of City Planning at SON_DL@planning.nyc.go 

  

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/publications/citywide-statement-of-needs.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/son_21_22.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/son_21_22.pdf
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/publications/criteria_lcf.pdf
mailto:SON_DL@planning.nyc.go
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April 1, 2022 

 

Dan Garodnick 

Director 

New York City Department of City Planning 

120 Broadway, 31st Floor 

New York, NY 10271 

 

Re: Citywide Statement of Needs for Fiscal Years 2023 and 2024  

 

Dear Director Garodnick:  

 

The following letter contains my response to Brooklyn proposals in the Citywide Statement of 

Needs for Fiscal Years 2023 and 2024, pursuant to Section 204 of the New York City Charter.  

 

• Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) expansion of the Crossroads Detention 

Center  

I support upgrades to 17 Bristol Street in Community District 16 (CD 16) 

• Brooklyn Public Library expansion of the Brownsville and Eastern Parkway libraries  

I support upgrades to 61 Glenmore Avenue in CD 16 and 1044 Eastern Parkway in 

Community District 9 (CD 9) 

• Department of Probation (DOP) relocation of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Neighborhood 

Opportunity Network (NeON) office 

I support the relocation of the Bed-Stuy NeON office, preferably to a building with other 

social service organizations and/or City functions in Community District 3 (CD 3) 

• Police Department (NYPD) consolidation of its Special Victims squads 

I support full occupancy of 45 Nevins Street by NYPD though it would be prudent to 

examine whether Downtown Brooklyn is the best long-term location for these bureaus  

 

I also call on the City to direct renewed attention and resources to requests from prior years that 

remain unresolved. Two of the most pressing agency needs in Brooklyn are a consolidated facility 

for Department of Sanitation (DSNY) vehicles in Community Districts 13/15 and a new location 

for the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) fleet and laundry distribution operation at the 

former Greenpoint Hospital campus.  

http://www.brooklyn-usa.org/
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1) New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY): As noted in prior years, there is an urgent 

need to establish a new District 13/15 Sanitation Garage. DSNY workers have been operating 

in obsolete, makeshift facilities established 20 years ago. The CD 13 garage is a located in a 

dilapidated building and open air lots along West 21st Street to Neptune Avenue. One property 

is owned by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) and slated for 

affordable housing. The CD 15 garage consists of trailers located opposite the Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) Coney Island Water Pollution Control Plant, and open-air 

parking.  

 

According to DSNY, these facilities are among the worst physical plants in their portfolio. 

Moreover, both sites are vulnerable to flooding, and sustained damage during Superstorm 

Sandy a decade ago. New York’s Strongest already have some of the most challenging City 

jobs and should not be forced to labor in substandard conditions.  

 

The Citywide Statement of Needs underscores the difficulty of siting new sanitation garages. 

However, in this case, the issue is consistent failure to allocate adequate funding. Over 15 years 

ago, DSNY identified 2731 West 12th Street, an approximately 1,000,000 square-foot, M3-1 

zoned property on Coney Island Creek, as the ideal location for a new garage. Site selection 

was approved in 2006, but funding has been withheld in subsequent budgets.  

 

As a result, the property is now on the market, and the City’s window for acquisition is rapidly 

closing. There are no other appropriate sites for a combined garage in CD 13 or 15. This is a 

pressing matter for DSNY, the community boards, and the borough. I therefore call on the 

administration to reopen negotiations with National Grid, which owns the site, and start 

construction as quickly as possible. 

 

2) Department of Homeless Services (DHS): Since 2017, DHS has unsuccessfully sought to 

relocate its fleet and laundry distribution operation from the former Greenpoint Hospital 

campus at 300 Skillman Avenue. The site is needed to realize Cooper Park Commons, an 

approximately 556-unit affordable housing development and new 200-bed shelter that received 

ULURP approval in late 2021. Phases three and four of the project cannot proceed until the 

DHS-occupied building is vacated.  

 

A potential site for this use is 1427 Ralph Avenue, a new, 48,000 square-foot warehouse and 

19,800 square-foot parking lot in Community District 18 (CD 18). Last year, the Department  

http://www.brooklyn-usa.org/
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of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) sought to lease this property for a Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) pest control facility. However, the application was 

withdrawn from ULURP due to community opposition.  

 

Based on preliminary discussions with DHS, 1427 Ralph Avenue is well-configured to meet 

the needs of its fleet and laundry operation. As an added benefit, its proximity to the DHS main 

warehouse would sharply reduce the agency’s truck trips in the borough. I therefore urge DCAS 

to reopen negotiations with the owner and initiate the acquisition process on behalf of DHS. 

 

In conclusion, I look forward to working with the administration to implement these proposals.  
       

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Antonio Reynoso 

Brooklyn Borough President 

 

cc:   Brooklyn City Council Members 

  First Deputy Mayor  

  Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services  

  Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic Development  

  Brooklyn Community Board Chairs 

    Brooklyn Community Board District Managers 

Commissioner, Department of Citywide Administrative Services  
 

http://www.brooklyn-usa.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANHATTAN 

  



	
April 8, 2022 

 

Dan Garodnick, Commissioner 
New York City Department of City Planning 
120 Broadway, Floor 31 
New York, NY 10271 
 
Dear Commissioner Garodnick: 
 
I am writing in response to the Citywide Statement of Needs for City Facilities. I support the 
City’s efforts to carry out the projects proposed in this document and believe their completion 
will support our City agencies in providing important services to New Yorkers. I would like to 
take this opportunity to bring to your attention two projects for which engagement with local 
stakeholders will be particularly important.  
 

Relocation of Pier 76 Tow Pound  
 

I understand that the NYPD has vacated the pier and that the towed vehicles are currently taken 
to facilities across the city. When the City prepares to consolidate these operations in a new 
midtown facility, it is important that they work with the community. Manhattan Community 
Board 4 has a long track record of helping City agencies site a wide variety of facilities. Their 
experience and willingness to partner with the City will help ensure a successful process for 
establishing a new tow pound to serve the borough of Manhattan.    
 

Relocation of World Trade Center Command 
 

While Manhattan Community Board 1 voted to recommend approval of the relocation of this 
NYPD facility from 19 Varick Street to 27 Cliff Street and 80 John Street, they also raised 
concerns about the current site that the agency and City should prevent at the relocation sites. 
These issues include noise pollution and the illegal parking of personal and NYPD vehicles. 80 
John Street, which will be used for accessory parking, is a residential building in a part of the 
borough that has narrow sidewalks and growing residential uses. It is therefore imperative to 
work closely with the community to endure that the impacts of this relocation are minimized.  
 

I look forward to seeing the completion of the projects outlined in the Needs Statement. If my 
office can be helpful in ensuring that these projects meet the City’s needs while also respecting 
the communities that host these facilities, I am happy to assist these efforts.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Levine  
Manhattan Borough President  
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