
March 2014

Final Environmental Impact Statement CEQR No. : 14DCP019M

Lead Agency:
New York City Department of City Planning

Prepared By:
AKRF, Inc.

ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY
NEW R IVER  BUILD ING AND F ITNESS  CENTER



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (FEIS) 

 

 

 

 

Project Location:  Block 1480, Lots 10 and 9010, and Block 1475, Lots 5 and 9005 
Community District 8 
Borough of Manhattan 

CEQR No. 
Type of Action: 

 14DCP019M 
Type I  

ULURP Nos.  C140157ZSM 
C140068MMM 
C140068(A)MMM 
M821257(D)ZAM 
N140158CMM 
N140159CMM 

Lead Agency:  New York City Department of City Planning 
Lead Agency Contact:  Robert Dobruskin, Director 

Department of City Planning—Environmental Assessment and 
Review Division 

Project Applicant:  Rockefeller University 
Preparers:  AKRF, Inc. 

440 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10016 

Date:  March 21, 2014 
 

 

The FEIS is available for review on the website of the Department of City Planning: 
http://www.nyc.gov/dcp 

 
 

 



 TOC-1  

 Table of Contents 

Foreword .................................................................................................................................... F-1 

Executive Summary .................................................................................................................. S-1 

1: Project Description ............................................................................................................... 1-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 1-1 

New York City Planning Commission Approvals (Subject to Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure [ULURP]) .......................................................................................................... 1-2 
Approvals Pursuant to 1973 Agreement, As Amended ...................................................... 1-2 
Other Approvals ................................................................................................................. 1-3 
Restrictive Declaration ....................................................................................................... 1-4 
(E) Designations ................................................................................................................. 1-4 

B. Rockefeller University ..................................................................................................... 1-4 
Development History ......................................................................................................... 1-4 
1973 Agreement and Section 74-682 Special Permit (Air Rights) .................................... 1-5 
The Rockefeller University Strategic Plan 2012-2020 ....................................................... 1-6 

C. Existing Conditions On the Project Site .......................................................................... 1-6 
Laboratory Building Site and North Terrace Site............................................................... 1-6 
Fitness Center Site .............................................................................................................. 1-7 
East River Esplanade .......................................................................................................... 1-7 
Population........................................................................................................................... 1-7 

D. Proposed Project .............................................................................................................. 1-7 
Laboratory Building Site .................................................................................................... 1-9 
North Terrace Site and Interactive Conference Center .................................................... 1-10 
Fitness Center Site ............................................................................................................ 1-11 
East River Esplanade ........................................................................................................ 1-11 
Population......................................................................................................................... 1-11 

E. Project Purpose and Need .............................................................................................. 1-12 
Bronk Building and Smith Annex .................................................................................... 1-14 

F. Analysis Framework ...................................................................................................... 1-14 
Future No Action Scenario ............................................................................................... 1-15 
Future With Action Scenario ............................................................................................ 1-16 

G. Public Review Process ................................................................................................... 1-17 
Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) ............................................................. 1-17 
New York City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) ................................................ 1-18 

Chapter 2: Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy ................................................................... 2-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 2-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 2-1 
B. Methodology .................................................................................................................... 2-2 
C. Existing Conditions .......................................................................................................... 2-2 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-2  

Land Use ............................................................................................................................. 2-2 
Zoning ................................................................................................................................. 2-4 
Public Policy ....................................................................................................................... 2-7 

D. Future No Action Scenario ............................................................................................... 2-7 
Land Use ............................................................................................................................. 2-7 
Zoning ................................................................................................................................. 2-9 
Public Policy ....................................................................................................................... 2-9 

E. Future With Action Scenario ............................................................................................ 2-9 
New York City Planning Commission Approvals (Subject to the Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure [ULURP]): ............................................................................................ 2-9 
Approvals Pursuant to 1973 Agreement, As Amended: ................................................... 2-10 
Other Approvals: .............................................................................................................. 2-10 
Land Use ........................................................................................................................... 2-11 
Zoning ............................................................................................................................... 2-13 
Public Policy ..................................................................................................................... 2-13 

F. Waterfront Revitalization Program ................................................................................ 2-13 
Consistency of Proposed Project With the Waterfront Revitalization Program Policies . 2-14 

3: Open Space ............................................................................................................................ 3-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 3-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 3-2 
B. Methodology .................................................................................................................... 3-3 
C. Background ...................................................................................................................... 3-3 
D. Direct Open Space Impacts Analysis ............................................................................... 3-4 

Existing Conditions ............................................................................................................ 3-4 
Future No Action Scenario ................................................................................................. 3-6 
Future With Action Scenario .............................................................................................. 3-6 

4: Shadows ................................................................................................................................. 4-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 4-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 4-1 
B. Definitions and Methodology ........................................................................................... 4-2 

Definitions .......................................................................................................................... 4-2 
Methodology ....................................................................................................................... 4-3 

C. Preliminary Screening Assessment .................................................................................. 4-3 
Tier 1 Screening Assessment .............................................................................................. 4-4 
Tier 2 Screening Assessment .............................................................................................. 4-5 
Tier 3 Screening Assessment .............................................................................................. 4-5 

D. Detailed Shadow Analysis................................................................................................ 4-6 
March 21/September 21 (Figures 4-6 to 4-11) ................................................................... 4-8 
May 6/August 6 (Figures 4-12 to 4-17) .............................................................................. 4-9 
June 21 (Figures 4-18 to 4-23) ............................................................................................ 4-9 
December 21 ..................................................................................................................... 4-10 

E. Conclusions .................................................................................................................... 4-10 
East River Esplanade ........................................................................................................ 4-10 
East River ......................................................................................................................... 4-11 



Table of Contents 

 TOC-3  

5: Historic and Cultural Resources ......................................................................................... 5-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 5-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 5-2 
B. Background History ......................................................................................................... 5-5 

Native American Occupation of the Rockefeller University LSCFD Project Site ............. 5-5 
Historic Occupation of the Rockefeller University LSCFD Project Site ........................... 5-5 
The Founding of the Rockefeller University ...................................................................... 5-7 

C. Existing Conditions ........................................................................................................ 5-10 
Archaeological Resources ................................................................................................ 5-10 
Architectural Resources ................................................................................................... 5-12 
Study Area ........................................................................................................................ 5-16 

D. Future No Action Scenario ............................................................................................ 5-17 
Project Site—Rockefeller University LSCFD.................................................................. 5-17 
Study Area ........................................................................................................................ 5-17 

E. Future With Action Scenario ......................................................................................... 5-17 
Project Site—Rockefeller University LSCFD.................................................................. 5-17 
Study Area ........................................................................................................................ 5-25 

6: Urban Design and Visual Resources ................................................................................... 6-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 6-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 6-1 
B. Methodology .................................................................................................................... 6-2 
C. Preliminary Assessment ................................................................................................... 6-3 

Existing Conditions ............................................................................................................ 6-3 
Laboratory Building Site and North Terrace Site............................................................... 6-6 
Fitness Center Site .............................................................................................................. 6-9 

7: Hazardous Materials1 ........................................................................................................... 7-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 7-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 7-1 
B. Existing Conditions .......................................................................................................... 7-2 

Subsurface Conditions ........................................................................................................ 7-2 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment ............................................................................ 7-3 

C. Future No Action Scenario .............................................................................................. 7-4 
D. Future With Action Scenario ........................................................................................... 7-5 

Project Construction ........................................................................................................... 7-5 

8: Air Quality ............................................................................................................................ 8-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 8-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 8-1 
B. Pollutants for Analysis ..................................................................................................... 8-2 

Carbon Monoxide ............................................................................................................... 8-3 
Nitrogen Oxides, VOCs, and Ozone .................................................................................. 8-3 
Lead .................................................................................................................................... 8-3 

                                                      
1 The Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is not included in the hard copy of the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (FEIS); rather, it is available on a CD with the hard copy, as well as in the digital PDF 
of the FEIS. 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-4  

Respirable Particulate Matter—PM10 and PM2.5................................................................. 8-3 
Sulfur Dioxide .................................................................................................................... 8-4 

C. Air Quality Regulations, Standards, and Benchmarks ..................................................... 8-4 
National and State Air Quality Standards ........................................................................... 8-4 
NAAQS Attainment Status and State Implementation Plans ............................................. 8-6 
Determining the Significance of Air Quality Impacts ........................................................ 8-8 

D. Methodology .................................................................................................................... 8-9 
Chemical Spill Analysis ..................................................................................................... 8-9 
Structure Over the FDR Drive .......................................................................................... 8-13 
Additional Sources............................................................................................................ 8-18 

E. Existing Conditions ........................................................................................................ 8-20 
F. Future No Action Scenario ............................................................................................. 8-21 
G. Future With Action Scenario .......................................................................................... 8-21 

Chemical Spill Analysis ................................................................................................... 8-21 
Structure Over the FDR Drive .......................................................................................... 8-22 
Additional Sources............................................................................................................ 8-23 

9: Noise ....................................................................................................................................... 9-1 
A. Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 9-1 

Principal Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 9-1 
B. Acoustical Fundamentals ................................................................................................. 9-2 

“A”-Weighted Sound Level (dBA)..................................................................................... 9-2 
Sound Level Descriptors ..................................................................................................... 9-3 

C. Noise Standards and Criteria ............................................................................................ 9-3 
New York CEQR Noise Criteria ........................................................................................ 9-3 
Impact Definition ................................................................................................................ 9-4 

D. Existing Conditions .......................................................................................................... 9-4 
Equipment Used During Noise Monitoring ........................................................................ 9-4 

E. Changes in Noise Level Resulting from Proposed Platform Over the FDR Drive .......... 9-6 
F. Noise Levels at the Landscaped Areas of the Proposed Laboratory Building Rooftop  

and North Terrace ............................................................................................................. 9-9 
G. Noise Attenuation Measures ............................................................................................ 9-9 

10: Public Health ..................................................................................................................... 10-1 

11: Neighborhood Character .................................................................................................. 11-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 11-1 

Principal Conclusions ....................................................................................................... 11-1 
B. Methodology .................................................................................................................. 11-3 

Neighborhood Character Components.............................................................................. 11-3 
Study Areas ....................................................................................................................... 11-4 
Impact Assessment ........................................................................................................... 11-4 

C. Preliminary Assessment ................................................................................................. 11-4 
Defining Features.............................................................................................................. 11-4 
Potential to Affect the Defining Features of the Neighborhood ....................................... 11-5 

D. Detailed Assessment....................................................................................................... 11-6 
Future No Action Scenario ............................................................................................... 11-6 
Future With Action Scenario ............................................................................................ 11-6 



Table of Contents 

 TOC-5  

12: Construction ...................................................................................................................... 12-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 12-1 

Principal Conclusions ....................................................................................................... 12-1 
B. Governmental Coordination and Oversight ................................................................... 12-5 
C. Construction Phasing and Schedule ............................................................................... 12-6 
D. Construction Description ............................................................................................... 12-7 

Overview .......................................................................................................................... 12-7 
General Construction Practices ........................................................................................ 12-7 
General Construction Tasks ........................................................................................... 12-12 
Number of Construction Workers and Material Deliveries ........................................... 12-18 

E. Future No Action Scenario .......................................................................................... 12-18 
F. Environmental Effects of Project Construction Activities ........................................... 12-19 

Transportation ................................................................................................................ 12-19 
Air Quality...................................................................................................................... 12-24 
Noise and Vibration ....................................................................................................... 12-27 
Other Technical Areas .................................................................................................... 12-33 

13: Mitigation .......................................................................................................................... 13-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 13-1 
B. Shadows ......................................................................................................................... 13-1 

Shadows Mitigation .......................................................................................................... 13-1 
C. Historic and Cultural Resources .................................................................................... 13-3 

Historic and Cultural Resources Mitigation ..................................................................... 13-4 
D. Construction—Open Space ............................................................................................ 13-4 

Construction—Open Space Mitigation ............................................................................ 13-4 

14: Alternatives ....................................................................................................................... 14-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 14-1 

Principal Conclusions ....................................................................................................... 14-1 
B. No Action Alternative .................................................................................................... 14-2 

Description of the No Action Alternative ........................................................................ 14-2 
Comparison of the No Action Alternative to the Proposed Actions ................................ 14-2 

C. York Avenue Alternative ............................................................................................... 14-6 
Description of the York Avenue Alternative.................................................................... 14-6 
Comparison of the York Avenue Alternative to the Proposed Actions ........................... 14-6 

D. North-South Alternative ............................................................................................... 14-12 
Description of the North-South Alternative ................................................................... 14-12 
Comparison of the North-South Alternative to the Proposed Actions ........................... 14-13 

E. Lesser Density Alternative ........................................................................................... 14-18 
Description of the Lesser Density Alternative ............................................................... 14-18 
Comparison of the Lesser Density Alternative to the Proposed Actions ....................... 14-18 

F. No Unmitigated Impact Alternative ............................................................................. 14-23 
Description of the No Unmitigated Impact Alternative ................................................. 14-23 
Comparison of the No Unmitigated Impact Alternative to the Proposed Actions ......... 14-24 

15: Unavoidable Significant Adverse Impacts ...................................................................... 15-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 15-1 
B. Construction ................................................................................................................... 15-1 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-6  

Noise ................................................................................................................................. 15-1 

16: Growth-Inducing Aspects of the Proposed Project ........................................................ 16-1 

17: Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources ............................................ 17-1 

18: Response to Comments Received On the DEIS .............................................................. 18-1 
A. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 18-1 
B. List of Organizations and Individuals Who Commented on the DEIS .......................... 18-1 

Elected Official ................................................................................................................. 18-1 
Community Board ............................................................................................................ 18-1 
City Planning Commission ............................................................................................... 18-1 
Organizations and Interested Public ................................................................................. 18-2 

C. Comments and Responses .............................................................................................. 18-2 
General .............................................................................................................................. 18-2 
Project Description ........................................................................................................... 18-2 
Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy ............................................................................... 18-5 
Open Space ....................................................................................................................... 18-5 
Shadows ............................................................................................................................ 18-7 
Urban Design and Visual Resources ................................................................................ 18-8 
Noise ................................................................................................................................. 18-8 
Air Quality ........................................................................................................................ 18-8 
Construction ...................................................................................................................... 18-9 
Mitigation ......................................................................................................................... 18-9 
Comments Not Related to the EIS .................................................................................. 18-13 

 

Appendices 
Appendix A: Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy 
Appendix B: Agency Correspondence 
Appendix C: Historic and Cultural Resources 
Appendix D: Wind Study 
Appendix E: Hazardous Materials (CD) 
Appendix F: Construction 
Appendix G: Air Quality 
Appendix H: Comments on the DEIS 

 



 TOC-7  

List of Tables 

S-1 Summary of Existing, No Action, and With Action Conditions on the LSCFD Site .... S-7 

S-2 Open Space Utilization—East River Esplanade .......................................................... S-17 

1-1 Summary of Existing, No Action, and With Action Conditions on the LSCFD Site .... 1-8 

2-1 Zoning Districts in the Study Area ................................................................................ 2-6 

2-2 Planned Projects Within or Near the 400-Foot Study Area by 2019 ............................. 2-8 

3-1 Open Space Utilization—East River Esplanade ............................................................ 3-5 

4-1 Incremental Shadow Durations ...................................................................................... 4-8 

5-1 Historic Blocks Within the Rockefeller University Campus ......................................... 5-5 

8-1 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) ..................................................... 8-5 

8-2 Chemicals Analyzed .................................................................................................... 8-11 

8-3 Estimated Emissions from a Spill in A Fume Hood .................................................... 8-12 

8-4 Vehicle Volumes and Speeds....................................................................................... 8-16 

8-5 Emission Rates and Stack Parameters ......................................................................... 8-19 

8-6 Representative Monitored Ambient Air Quality Data (Maximum, 2007-2011 
Unless Noted) .............................................................................................................. 8-21 

8-7 Fume Hood Recirculation Analysis Maximum Predicted Concentrations (ppm)........ 8-22 

8-8 Maximum Predicted Concentrations (ppm) ................................................................. 8-22 

8-9 Maximum Modeled PM2.5 Concentration Increments on Esplanade (µg/M3) ............. 8-23 

8-10 Maximum Modeled Co Concentrations on Esplanade (ppm) ...................................... 8-23 

8-11 Maximum Modeled Pollutant Concentrations from NYPH-Weill Medical College 
on the Proposed Project (µG/M3) ................................................................................. 8-24 

9-1 Common Noise Levels ........................................................................................................ 9-2 

9-2 Required Attenuation Values to Achieve Acceptable Interior Noise Levels ...................... 9-3 

9-3 Receptor Site 1—Existing Noise Levels (in dBA) ............................................................. 9-5 

9-4 Receptor Sites 2 Through 8—Existing Noise Levels (in dBA) .......................................... 9-6 

9-5 Measured Existing Noise Levels Adjacent to FDR Drive (in dBA) ................................... 9-8 

9-6 Combined Covered Roadway/Barrier Analysis Results ..................................................... 9-8 

9-7 Receptor Sites 6 Through 8—Future Noise Levels (in dBA) ............................................. 9-9 

9-8 CEQR Attenuation Requirements ..................................................................................... 9-10 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-8  

12-1 Construction Coordination and Oversight in New York City ...................................... 12-5 

12-2 Anticipated Construction Schedule .............................................................................. 12-6 

12-3 Schedule for Permitted FDR Drive Lane Closures— Brooklyn Bridge to 
East 125th Street........................................................................................................... 12-8 

12-4 Anticipated Schedule for Esplanade Narrowing During Construction of the 
Proposed Project ......................................................................................................... 12-11 

12-5 Average Number of Daily Workers and Trucks by Quarter ...................................... 12-18 

12-6 2018 With-Action Peak Construction Vehicle Trip Projections ................................ 12-21 

12-7 2013 Existing Off-Street Parking—1/4-Mile Weekday Utilization ........................... 12-23 

12-8 2018 With-Action Peak Construction Pedestrian Trip Projections ............................ 12-24 

12-9 Construction Equipment Noise Emission Levels (dBA) ............................................ 12-31 

 



 TOC-9  

List of Figures 

Following page 

S-1 Rockefeller University LSCFD Existing Conditions Site Plan ..................................... S-2 
S-2 Rockefeller University LSCFD Proposed Site Plan ...................................................... S-2 
S-3 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Building—Illustrative Rendering .......................... S-2 
S-4 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—FDR Level ........................................ S-8 
S-5 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 1 ............................................ S-10 
S-6 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 2 ............................................ S-10 
S-7 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 3 ............................................ S-10 
S-8 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Roof Plan ........................................ S-10 
S-9 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Elevation ............................................................. S-10 
S-10 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Section ................................................................. S-10 
S-11 North Terrace and Interactive Conference Center Plan ............................................... S-10 
S-12 Fitness Center Site Illustrative Rendering ................................................................... S-10 
S-13 Fitness Center Site Proposed Floor Plans .................................................................... S-10 
S-14 Fitness Center Site Proposed Elevations ...................................................................... S-10 
S-15 Fitness Center Site Proposed Section .......................................................................... S-10 
S-16 Anticipated Construction Schedule .............................................................................. S-16 
S-17 Site Plan—Future with Action Scenario ...................................................................... S-16 
1-1 Rockefeller University LSCFD Existing Conditions Site Plan ...................................... 1-2 
1-2 Rockefeller University LSCFD Proposed Site Plan ....................................................... 1-2 
1-3 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Building—Illustrative Rendering ........................... 1-2 
1-4 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—FDR Level ....................................... 1-10 
1-5 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 1 ............................................. 1-10 
1-6 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 2 ............................................. 1-10 
1-7 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Level 3 ............................................. 1-10 
1-8 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Floor Plan—Roof Plan ......................................... 1-10 
1-9 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Elevation .............................................................. 1-10 
1-10 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Section .................................................................. 1-10 
1-11 North Terrace and Interactive Conference Center Plan ................................................ 1-10 
1-12 Fitness Center Site Illustrative Rendering .................................................................... 1-12 
1-13 Fitness Center Site Proposed Floor Plans ..................................................................... 1-12 
1-14 Fitness Center Site Proposed Elevations ....................................................................... 1-12 
1-15 Fitness Center Site Proposed Section ........................................................................... 1-12 
1-16 Anticipated Construction Schedule ............................................................................... 1-18 
1-17 Site Plan—Future with Action Scenario ....................................................................... 1-18 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-10  

2-1 Land Use Study Area ..................................................................................................... 2-2 
2-2 Site Plan—Existing Conditions ...................................................................................... 2-2 
2-3 Zoning ............................................................................................................................ 2-4 
2-4 Zoning Lots .................................................................................................................... 2-4 
2-5 Coastal Zone ................................................................................................................... 2-8 
2-6 Site Plan—Future No Action Scenario .......................................................................... 2-8 
2-7 Future Development Projects in the No-Action Condition ............................................ 2-8 
2-8 Site Plan—Future with Action Scenario ...................................................................... 2-12 
3-1 Proposed Project Location ............................................................................................. 3-4 
3-2 East River Esplanade—Existing Conditions Diagram ................................................... 3-5 
3-3 East River Esplanade—Existing Conditions Photograph............................................... 3-5 
3-4 East River Esplanade—Existing Conditions Photographs ............................................. 3-5 
3-5 East River Esplanade—Existing Conditions Photograph............................................... 3-5 
4-1 Tier 1 Assessment - Proposed Lab Building and North Terrace .................................... 4-4 
4-2 Proposed Project - View Northwest ............................................................................... 4-4 
4-3 Tier 1 Assessment - Proposed Stacks ............................................................................. 4-4 
4-4 Tier 1 Assessment .......................................................................................................... 4-4 
4-5 Proposed Fitness Center - View Northwest ................................................................... 4-6 
4-6 March 21/Sept. 21—8:00 AM ........................................................................................ 4-7 
4-7 March 21/Sept. 21—10:00 AM ...................................................................................... 4-7 
4-8 March 21/Sept. 21—1:30 PM ........................................................................................ 4-7 
4-9 March 21/Sept. 21—2:00 PM ........................................................................................ 4-7 
4-10 March 21/Sept. 21—3:00 PM ........................................................................................ 4-7 
4-11 March 21/Sept. 21—4:10 PM ........................................................................................ 4-7 
4-12 May 6/August 6—1:00 PM ............................................................................................ 4-7 
4-13 May 6/August 6—2:00 PM ............................................................................................ 4-7 
4-14 May 6/August 6—3:00 PM ............................................................................................ 4-7 
4-15 May 6/August 6—4:00 PM ............................................................................................ 4-7 
4-16 May 6/August 6—5:00 PM ............................................................................................ 4-7 
4-17 June 21—1:00 PM .......................................................................................................... 4-7 
4-18 June 21—2:00 PM .......................................................................................................... 4-7 
4-19 June 21—3:00 PM .......................................................................................................... 4-7 
4-20 June 21—4:00 PM .......................................................................................................... 4-7 
4-21 June 21—5:30 PM .......................................................................................................... 4-7 
4-22 December 21—2:20 PM ................................................................................................. 4-7 
4-23 December 21—2:53 PM ................................................................................................. 4-7 
5-1 Project Location ............................................................................................................. 5-1 
5-2 Area of Archaeological Sensitivity ................................................................................ 5-3 
5-3 Project Site/LSCFD ...................................................................................................... 5-13 
5-4 Project Site/LSCFD ...................................................................................................... 5-13 
5-5 Laboratory Building Site/LSCFD ................................................................................ 5-14 
5-6 Laboratory Building Site/LSCFD ................................................................................ 5-14 



List of Figures 

 TOC-11  

5-7 Recreation Building Site/LSCFD ................................................................................. 5-15 
5-8 Study Area—Known Architectural Resources ............................................................. 5-16 
5-9 Study Area—Known Architectural Resources ............................................................. 5-16 
5-10 Rockefeller University LSCFD Proposed Site Plan ..................................................... 5-19 
5-11 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Building—Illustrative Rendering ......................... 5-19 
5-12 Proposed Laboratory Building View South on Esplanade ............................................ 5-19 
5-13 Laboratory Building Site Proposed Elevation .............................................................. 5-19 
5-14 Views to the Stack Adjacent to the Flexner Hall Extension ......................................... 5-20 
5-15 Views to the Stack Adjacent to the Hospital................................................................. 5-20 
5-16 North Terrace and Interactive Conference Center Plan ................................................ 5-22 
5-17 Fitness Center Site Illustrative Rendering .................................................................... 5-23 
6-1 Project Site Map .............................................................................................................. 6-1 
6-2 Aerial Map ...................................................................................................................... 6-2 
6-3 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-3 
6-4 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-3 
6-5 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-4 
6-6 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-4 
6-7 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-5 
6-8 Existing Conditions ......................................................................................................... 6-6 
6-9 Proposed Laboratory Building View North on Esplanade .............................................. 6-8 
6-10 Proposed Laboratory Building View South on Esplanade .............................................. 6-8 
6-11 Proposed Laboratory Building View Southwest from Roosevelt Island ........................ 6-9 
6-12 Proposed Fitness Center View Southeast at York Avenue and East 68th Street ............ 6-9 
8-1 Proposed Structure, View from East ............................................................................. 8-14 
8-2 Vertical Dispersion With and Without Deck Cover ..................................................... 8-18 
8-3 Horizontal Dispersion With and Without Deck Cover ................................................. 8-18 
8-4 Post-Processing Adjustments by Wind Sector .............................................................. 8-18 
9-1 Noise Receptor Locations ............................................................................................... 9-4 
12-1 Anticipated Construction Schedule ............................................................................... 12-6 
12-2 Site Plan—Future with Action Scenario ....................................................................... 12-6 
12-3 Peak Construction Generated Traffic Volumes Weekday (6 AM to 7 AM) ............... 12-21 
12-4 Peak Construction Generated Traffic Volumes Weekday (3 PM to 4 PM) ................ 12-21 
12-5 Off-Street Parking Facilities ....................................................................................... 12-22 
13-1 Esplanade Redesign and Reconstruction—Site Plan Overview ................................... 13-1 
13-2 Esplanade Redesign and Reconstruction—Site Plan Enlargement ............................... 13-1 
13-3 Esplanade Redesign and Reconstruction—Elevation A: East Façade .......................... 13-1 
13-4 Esplanade Redesign and Reconstruction—Section 1: Narrow Section ........................ 13-1 
13-5 Esplanade Redesign and Reconstruction—Section 2: Wide Section ............................ 13-1 
13-6 Anticipated Construction Schedule ............................................................................... 13-3 
13-7 Rockefeller University LSCFD Proposed Site Plan ..................................................... 13-4 
13-8 Views to the Stack Adjacent to the Flexner Hall Extension ......................................... 13-4 
13-9 Views to the Stack Adjacent to the Hospital................................................................. 13-4 



Rockefeller University New River Building and Fitness Center 

 TOC-12  

14-1 York Avenue Alternative ............................................................................................. 14-1 
14-2 North-South Alternative ............................................................................................... 14-1 
  

 


	_RockU Cover
	___Inside Cover_FEIS
	__Table of Contents
	Table of Contents
	Foreword F-1
	Executive Summary S-1
	1: Project Description 1-1
	A. Introduction 1-1
	New York City Planning Commission Approvals (Subject to Uniform Land Use Review Procedure [ULURP]) 1-2
	Approvals Pursuant to 1973 Agreement, As Amended 1-2
	Other Approvals 1-3
	Restrictive Declaration 1-4
	(E) Designations 1-4

	B. Rockefeller University 1-4
	Development History 1-4
	1973 Agreement and Section 74-682 Special Permit (Air Rights) 1-5
	The Rockefeller University Strategic Plan 2012-2020 1-6

	C. Existing Conditions On the Project Site 1-6
	Laboratory Building Site and North Terrace Site 1-6
	Fitness Center Site 1-7
	East River Esplanade 1-7
	Population 1-7

	D. Proposed Project 1-7
	Laboratory Building Site 1-9
	North Terrace Site and Interactive Conference Center 1-10
	Fitness Center Site 1-11
	East River Esplanade 1-11
	Population 1-11

	E. Project Purpose and Need 1-12
	Bronk Building and Smith Annex 1-14

	F. Analysis Framework 1-14
	Future No Action Scenario 1-15
	Future With Action Scenario 1-16

	G. Public Review Process 1-17
	Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) 1-17
	New York City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) 1-18


	Chapter 2: Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy 2-1
	A. Introduction 2-1
	Principal Conclusions 2-1

	B. Methodology 2-2
	C. Existing Conditions 2-2
	Land Use 2-2
	Zoning 2-4
	Public Policy 2-7

	D. Future No Action Scenario 2-7
	Land Use 2-7
	Zoning 2-9
	Public Policy 2-9

	E. Future With Action Scenario 2-9
	New York City Planning Commission Approvals (Subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure [ULURP]): 2-9
	Approvals Pursuant to 1973 Agreement, As Amended: 2-10
	Other Approvals: 2-10
	Land Use 2-11
	Zoning 2-13
	Public Policy 2-13

	F. Waterfront Revitalization Program 2-13
	Consistency of Proposed Project With the Waterfront Revitalization Program Policies 2-14


	3: Open Space 3-1
	A. Introduction 3-1
	Principal Conclusions 3-2

	B. Methodology 3-3
	C. Background 3-3
	D. Direct Open Space Impacts Analysis 3-4
	Existing Conditions 3-4
	Future No Action Scenario 3-6
	Future With Action Scenario 3-6


	4: Shadows 4-1
	A. Introduction 4-1
	Principal Conclusions 4-1

	B. Definitions and Methodology 4-2
	Definitions 4-2
	Methodology 4-3

	C. Preliminary Screening Assessment 4-3
	Tier 1 Screening Assessment 4-4
	Tier 2 Screening Assessment 4-5
	Tier 3 Screening Assessment 4-5

	D. Detailed Shadow Analysis 4-6
	March 21/September 21 (Figures 4-6 to 4-11) 4-8
	May 6/August 6 (Figures 4-12 to 4-17) 4-9
	June 21 (Figures 4-18 to 4-23) 4-9
	December 21 4-10

	E. Conclusions 4-10
	East River Esplanade 4-10
	East River 4-11


	5: Historic and Cultural Resources 5-1
	A. Introduction 5-1
	Principal Conclusions 5-2

	B. Background History 5-5
	Native American Occupation of the Rockefeller University LSCFD Project Site 5-5
	Historic Occupation of the Rockefeller University LSCFD Project Site 5-5
	The Founding of the Rockefeller University 5-7

	C. Existing Conditions 5-10
	Archaeological Resources 5-10
	Architectural Resources 5-12
	Study Area 5-16

	D. Future No Action Scenario 5-17
	Project Site—Rockefeller University LSCFD 5-17
	Study Area 5-17

	E. Future With Action Scenario 5-17
	Project Site—Rockefeller University LSCFD 5-17
	Study Area 5-25


	6: Urban Design and Visual Resources 6-1
	A. Introduction 6-1
	Principal Conclusions 6-1

	B. Methodology 6-2
	C. Preliminary Assessment 6-3
	Existing Conditions 6-3
	Laboratory Building Site and North Terrace Site 6-6
	Fitness Center Site 6-9


	7: Hazardous Materials 7-1
	A. Introduction 7-1
	Principal Conclusions 7-1

	B. Existing Conditions 7-2
	Subsurface Conditions 7-2
	Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 7-3

	C. Future No Action Scenario 7-4
	D. Future With Action Scenario 7-5
	Project Construction 7-5


	8: Air Quality 8-1
	A. Introduction 8-1
	Principal Conclusions 8-1

	B. Pollutants for Analysis 8-2
	Carbon Monoxide 8-3
	Nitrogen Oxides, VOCs, and Ozone 8-3
	Lead 8-3
	Respirable Particulate Matter—PM10 and PM2.5 8-3
	Sulfur Dioxide 8-4

	C. Air Quality Regulations, Standards, and Benchmarks 8-4
	National and State Air Quality Standards 8-4
	NAAQS Attainment Status and State Implementation Plans 8-6
	Determining the Significance of Air Quality Impacts 8-8

	D. Methodology 8-9
	Chemical Spill Analysis 8-9
	Structure Over the FDR Drive 8-13
	Additional Sources 8-18

	E. Existing Conditions 8-20
	F. Future No Action Scenario 8-21
	G. Future With Action Scenario 8-21
	Chemical Spill Analysis 8-21
	Structure Over the FDR Drive 8-22
	Additional Sources 8-23


	9: Noise 9-1
	A. Introduction 9-1
	Principal Conclusions 9-1

	B. Acoustical Fundamentals 9-2
	“A”-Weighted Sound Level (dBA) 9-2
	Sound Level Descriptors 9-3

	C. Noise Standards and Criteria 9-3
	New York CEQR Noise Criteria 9-3
	Impact Definition 9-4

	D. Existing Conditions 9-4
	Equipment Used During Noise Monitoring 9-4

	E. Changes in Noise Level Resulting from Proposed Platform Over the FDR Drive 9-6
	F. Noise Levels at the Landscaped Areas of the Proposed Laboratory Building Rooftop and North Terrace 9-9
	G. Noise Attenuation Measures 9-9

	10: Public Health 10-1
	11: Neighborhood Character 11-1
	A. Introduction 11-1
	Principal Conclusions 11-1

	B. Methodology 11-3
	Neighborhood Character Components 11-3
	Study Areas 11-4
	Impact Assessment 11-4

	C. Preliminary Assessment 11-4
	Defining Features 11-4
	Potential to Affect the Defining Features of the Neighborhood 11-5

	D. Detailed Assessment 11-6
	Future No Action Scenario 11-6
	Future With Action Scenario 11-6


	12: Construction 12-1
	A. Introduction 12-1
	Principal Conclusions 12-1

	B. Governmental Coordination and Oversight 12-5
	C. Construction Phasing and Schedule 12-6
	D. Construction Description 12-7
	Overview 12-7
	General Construction Practices 12-7
	General Construction Tasks 12-12
	Number of Construction Workers and Material Deliveries 12-18

	E. Future No Action Scenario 12-18
	F. Environmental Effects of Project Construction Activities 12-19
	Transportation 12-19
	Air Quality 12-24
	Noise and Vibration 12-27
	Other Technical Areas 12-33


	13: Mitigation 13-1
	A. Introduction 13-1
	B. Shadows 13-1
	Shadows Mitigation 13-1

	C. Historic and Cultural Resources 13-3
	Historic and Cultural Resources Mitigation 13-4

	D. Construction—Open Space 13-4
	Construction—Open Space Mitigation 13-4


	14: Alternatives 14-1
	A. Introduction 14-1
	Principal Conclusions 14-1

	B. No Action Alternative 14-2
	Description of the No Action Alternative 14-2
	Comparison of the No Action Alternative to the Proposed Actions 14-2

	C. York Avenue Alternative 14-6
	Description of the York Avenue Alternative 14-6
	Comparison of the York Avenue Alternative to the Proposed Actions 14-6

	D. North-South Alternative 14-12
	Description of the North-South Alternative 14-12
	Comparison of the North-South Alternative to the Proposed Actions 14-13

	E. Lesser Density Alternative 14-18
	Description of the Lesser Density Alternative 14-18
	Comparison of the Lesser Density Alternative to the Proposed Actions 14-18

	F. No Unmitigated Impact Alternative 14-23
	Description of the No Unmitigated Impact Alternative 14-23
	Comparison of the No Unmitigated Impact Alternative to the Proposed Actions 14-24


	15: Unavoidable Significant Adverse Impacts 15-1
	A. Introduction 15-1
	B. Construction 15-1
	Noise 15-1


	16: Growth-Inducing Aspects of the Proposed Project 16-1
	17: Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 17-1
	18: Response to Comments Received On the DEIS 18-1
	A. Introduction 18-1
	B. List of Organizations and Individuals Who Commented on the DEIS 18-1
	Elected Official 18-1
	Community Board 18-1
	City Planning Commission 18-1
	Organizations and Interested Public 18-2

	C. Comments and Responses 18-2
	General 18-2
	Project Description 18-2
	Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy 18-5
	Open Space 18-5
	Shadows 18-7
	Urban Design and Visual Resources 18-8
	Noise 18-8
	Air Quality 18-8
	Construction 18-9
	Mitigation 18-9
	Comments Not Related to the EIS 18-13

	Appendices

	List of Tables
	List of Figures


