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Article X - Special Purpose Districts 
 
Chapter 9 
Special Little Italy District 
 
 
109-00 
GENERAL PURPOSES 
 
The "Special Little Italy District" established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect public health, 
general welfare and amenity. These general goals include, among others, the following specific purposes: 
 
(a) to preserve and strengthen the historical and cultural character of the community; 
 
(b) to protect the scale of storefronts and character of the existing retail uses along Mulberry Street and other 

major shopping streets so that Little Italy will remain a unique regional shopping area, and thereby 
strengthen the economic base of the City; 

 
(c) to preserve the vitality of street life by reducing conflict between pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
(d) to permit rehabilitation and new development consistent with the residential character and scale of the 

existing buildings in the area; 
 
(e) to provide amenities, such as public open space, and street trees, to improve the physical environment; 
 
(f) to discourage the demolition of noteworthy buildings which are significant to the character of the area; 

and 
 
(g) to promote the more desirable use of land in the area and thus to preserve the value of land and buildings, 

and thereby protect and strengthen the City's tax revenues, consistent with the foregoing purposes. 
 
 

* * * 
  
 
109-02 
General Provisions 



 
In harmony with the general purposes and intent of this Resolution and the general purposes of the #Special Little 
Italy District# and in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, certain specified regulations of the districts 
on which the #Special Little Italy District# are superimposed are made inapplicable, and special regulations are 
substituted therefore in this Chapter. 
 
Except as modified by the express provisions of this Special District, the regulations of the underlying zoning 
district remain in effect. For the purposes of this Chapter, the provisions of Sections 23-15 23-14, 23-20 and 33-
13 are made inapplicable. 
 
 

* * * 
 
109-10 
PRESERVATION AREA (Area A) 
 
The provisions of this Section shall apply within Area A (Preservation Area) as shown on the District Plan 
(Appendix A). 
 

* * * 
 
109-12 
Bulk Regulations 
 

* * * 
 
109-122 
Lot coverage, through lot and rear yard regulations 
 
Within Area A, the maximum #lot coverage# for a #zoning lot# shall not exceed the following percentages: 
 

 
 
Lot Type 

 
Maximum #Lot Coverage# 

(in percent) 

 
#Corner lot# 

 
100 70 

 
#Interior lot# 

 
60 

 
#Through lot#, except as provided below 

 
60 

 
  * * * 

 



109-30 
HOUSTON STREET CORRIDOR (Area B) 
 
The provisions of this Section are applicable within Area B, as shown on the District Plan (Appendix A). 
 
 

  * * * 
 
109-32 
Bulk Regulations 
 
The #bulk# regulations of the underlying district shall apply to the Houston Street Corridor (Area B), except as set 
forth in this Section. 
 
 

  * * * 
 
109-322 
Lot coverage regulations 
 
For any #zoning lot# within Area B, the maximum #lot coverage# shall not exceed the following percentages: 
 

 
 
Lot Type 

 
Maximum #Lot Coverage# 

(in percent) 

 
#Corner lot# 

 
100 80 

 
#Interior# or #through lot# 

 
70 

        
 

* * * 
 
 
109-37 
Noise Attenuation 
 
For any #residential# or #commercial use# in a #development# within Area B: 
 
(a) window wall attenuation of 35 dB(A) for #residential uses# or 30 dB(A) for #commercial uses#, shall be 

provided. However, upon application to the Office of Environmental Remediation (OER) by the owner of 
the affected #building#, consistent with its authority under the provisions of Section 11-15 
(Environmental Requirements) with respect to (E) designations, OER may modify the requirements of 
this Section, based upon new information, additional facts or updated standards, as applicable, provided 



that such modification is equally protective. In such instances, OER shall provide the Department of 
Buildings with notice of such modification, stating that it does not object to the issuance of a building 
permit, or temporary or final certificate of occupancy; and 

 
(b) alternative means of ventilation shall be provided, such as, but not limited to, central air conditioning or 

the provision of air conditioning sleeves, with such alternative means to conform to the provisions of 
Sections 27-752 to 27-756 of the Building Code of the City of New York. 

 
 

* * * 
 

END 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


