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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING                  

April 4, 2022 

Via Zoom Teleconference  

Michael Budabin – Chair  

 

PRESENT AT MEETING  

 

CB 11 Staff: 

Joseph Marziliano – District Manager                    Christina Coutinho – Community Associate  

Jane Bentivenga – Community Coordinator   

 

Elected Officials and/or Representatives Present 

  

  

Katerina Thompson  

 

Representing Queens Borough President Richards 

Maria Di Leone Representing Congress Member Meng 

Sila Asa  Representing Council Member Lee  

Kate Boehme Representing Queens DA Katz 

Jon Gallo  Representing State Senator Liu 

 

111th Precinct: 

Police Officer Luigi Galano – Community Affairs Unit 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chair, Michael Budabin. 

 

Mr. Budabin led the audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Mr. Budabin introduced the following:  

 

Anthony Iuliano, representing the NYC Dept. of Buildings (DOB), who spoke regarding a property 

on 38th Avenue that recently involved a shooting.  This dwelling is vacant and is being rented out 

through Airbnb.   Mr. Iuliano said a special operations inspection was performed a couple of years 

ago for a complaint regarding the property having Airbnb renters. Violations were issued at that 

time.   Prior to the shooting incident complaints have been low.  After the shooting, State Senator 

Liu’s office, called requesting the DOB to issue a vacate order.    Mr. Iuliano advised that he did 

not think the DOB would issue a vacate because they did not recently issue violations.   A DOB 

vacate order is issued when the building is structurally not safe or if there is gas stove in the 

basement with no egress.     Mr. Iuliano discussed how the property could be in foreclosure; the 

bank and owner should be involved.  Mr. Budabin said that this property has been on the radar for 

many years and the residents are concerned that this is a residential property that is not occupied 

by the owners.   The community wants to feel that the City agencies are responsive to common 

sense problems.   Mr. Budabin would like to know if the DOB and NYPD could work together to 

remove these tenants.   He asked Mr. Iuliano if the DOB could reach out to the NYPD and report 

back to the CB.   Mr. Budabin said a solution is needed for the safety of the residents and the CB 
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needs to know what City agencies could help assist in this matter. Mr. Budabin said that the CB 

office will be reaching out to Mr. Iuliano this week to discuss.  

 

Katherina Thompson welcomed the newly appointment Board members.  She announced the 

upcoming events sponsored by the Borough President.  

 

Sila Asa spoke regarding a bus redesign program on May 24th that Council Member Lee is hosting.    

She will forward the information to the CB office.  

 

Maria Di Leone stated that Congress Member Meng joined the Election Worker and Polling Place 

Protection Act.  She spoke of other issues that the Congress Member is working on.  

 

Jon Gallo announced the current matters that the State Senator is working on.  

 

The NYPD Patrol Borough North Ambassador, Jeff Cohen, introduced himself.  He said the 

shooting on 38th Avenue is still under investigation.  He said the NYPD is collecting prom dresses 

and suits and can be donated at the 111th Precinct.   

 

Victoria Kowanetz, North Hills Queens Public Library, spoke regarding upcoming events.  There 

are several in person classes that have resumed.  

 

ROLL CALL  

Members Present  

Dawn Anatra, Adriana Aviles, Michael Budabin, Jessica Burke, Susan Cerezo, Justin Chew, 

Carmen Collado, Victor Dadras, Lourdes December, Henry Euler, C. Omarr Evans,  Mario 

Ferazzoli, Michelle Fields, Elias Fillas, Jack Fried, Albert Galatan, Joan Garippa, Roy Giusetti, 

Michael Golia, Rosemarie Guidice, Bernard Haber, Christine Haider,  Mohan Jethwani, John 

Kelly, Jena Lanzetta, Yosef Lee, Robert Liatto, Fleur Martino, Karen Mazza, George Mihaltses, 

Eileen Miller, Douglas Montgomery, Akshar Patel, Wendy Pelle-Beer, Stephen Pivawer, Stephan 

Popa, Christina Scherer, Jyothi Sriram, Seena Sweet, Benjamin Turner, Sam Wong 

 

Members Absent  

Lana Bind, Sharon Chin, Paul DiBenedetto, Mary Donahue, Christopher Fuentes-Padilla, Michael 

Golia, George Hadjiconstantinou, Laura James, Allan Palzer, Gunjan Rastogi 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

A motion was made to accept the minutes of the March 7, 2022, meeting by Mrs. Haider. The 

motion was seconded by Ms. Martino.  Ms. Miller questioned the officer’s elections.  She asked if 

one person did not vote?  Ms. Burke said her comments regarding the website were not reflected 

in the minutes.   The amendments were accepted.  A roll call vote was taken resulting 39 in favor, 

1 present.   The minutes were approved with corrections.  

 

Mr. Budabin said that it was brought to his attention that the March minutes did mention Ms. 

Burke’s comments regarding the website.  Mr. Budabin also confirmed that a Board member did 

leave prior to the officer’s elections.  He said with these two confirmations the minutes will not be 

corrected.  
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(In-Favor - Adriana Aviles, Carin Bail, Michael Budabin, Jessica Burke, Susan Cerezo, Justin 

Chew, Carmen Collado, Victor Dadras, Lourdes December, Henry Euler, C. Omarr Evans,  Mario 

Ferazzoli, Michelle Fields, Elias Fillas, Jack Fried, Albert Galatan, Joan Garippa, Roy Giusetti, 

Michael Golia, Rosemarie Guidice, Bernard Haber, George Hadjiconstantinou, Christine Haider,  

Mohan Jethwani, John Kelly, Jena Lanzetta, Yosef Lee, Robert Liatto, Fleur Martino, Karen 

Mazza, George Mihaltses, Eileen Miller, Douglas Montgomery, Akshar Patel, Wendy Pelle-Beer,  

Stephen Pivawer, Stephan Popa, Christina Scherer, Jyothi Sriram, Seena Sweet, Benjamin Turner, 

Sam Wong – present - Dawn Anatra) 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

Last month there were three Zoom Landmarks Committee meetings. The following Committee 

meetings have been scheduled; Douglaston Zoning on April 13th, a Joint Education and Public 

Safety on April 14th and Government Affairs/Legal on April 19th.  There might be other meetings 

scheduled but notices will be sent.  

 

Mr. Budabin welcomed the newly appointed Board Members, Dawn Anatra, C. Omarr Evans, 

Michelle Fields, Roy Giusetti, Karen Mazza, Seena Sweet.   They each introduced themselves.  

 

PO Galano joined the meeting and gave the monthly crime statistics.   Crime did increase this 

month.  He discussed very briefly a shooting at Springfield Blvd. and 59th Avenue.   Three of the 

four perpetrators are in custody.  A dismissal plan has been put into place for Cardozo HS.   There 

was another shooting on 38th Avenue, that perpetrator has not been apprehended.   There was an 

arrest made on a road rage incident that included two loaded guns in one of the vehicles.   Mr. 

Budabin stated that earlier there was discussion with Mr. Iuliano regarding the shooting at 38th 

Avenue.   He said to PO Galano that the CB office would be in touch to discuss a plan to see what 

City agencies could help in this matter.   Mr. Budabin invited officers from the 111th Precinct to 

the joint Education and Public Safety and Licensing Committee where the shooting at Cardozo HS 

will be discussed.   

 

Mr. Budabin asked the Board members to complete their committee assignment sheets and return 

them to the CB office as soon as possible, so committees can be formed.  

 

Mr. Galatan asked PO Galano if an officer from the 111th Precinct could attend the Government 

Affairs/Legal Committee.  At this meeting the Blue Envelope Initiative will be discussed.  

 

BOARD MEMBER NEW BUSINESS  

Ms. Aviles announced that Victor Dadras will be the recipient of the Community Service Award 

for the Memorial Day Parade.  Mr. Dadras said that Douglas Montgomery is Co-Man of the year 

with Charlie McBride. Mr. McBride recently passed away.   He announced other recipients that 

will be of honored.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Transportation Committee – Victor Dadras, Committee Chair  

On March 27th there was a Transportation Committee meeting that had two presentations.  One 

regarding the replacement of the Four Bridges Project.  There was no vote and Mr. Dadras said 

details are in the minutes.  He added how this project will take about five years to complete.  The 

second presentation was regarding the Long Island Expressway, eastbound auxiliary lane, between 

the Clearway Expressway and Oceania Avenue.   He said that part of this project is the removal of 

190 trees, but the trees will be replaced.   The details are in the Committee meeting minutes.   
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Mr. Dadras said the bus redesign project is coming back.   It was on hold due to Covid.  There will 

be a Transportation Committee meeting on this.   There will also be a meeting to have continued 

discussion the Dept. of Transportation’s Bike Lane Design Plan.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the removal of trees due to the bridge project.  

 

Mr. Liatto asked about the noise barrier that will be installed due to the eastbound auxiliary lane. 

Mr. Budabin asked Mr. Liatto to forward his request to the CB office.  

 

Ms. Burke said the following: I believe it was contractors that are still taking care of the trees for 

their two or three-year contract with the city.  They did a bad job of mulching the trees and actually 

it's going to lead it to be susceptible to disease and possibly die, so it's just something that I hope 

that we can look out for and help encourage the city to follow up with contractors and make sure 

that they actually have standard operating procedures in place instead of just believing that a 

contractor is going to do their job properly in New York City. We actually do not even get 1% of 

funding from Parks, unlike other major cities in the United States where it's two or three percent 

so it's something where volunteer groups are expected to come in. Then there's the issue of 

privatization and public ownership and things like that but it's something that I am following up 

with Matt Symons and with the northeast park administrator to make sure that those trees are 

properly cared for but if you see something like that in your neighborhood as well,  I highly suggest 

that you call 311 or email Matt Symons and let him know about it and let the Community Board 

know about it too because each of those trees probably cost about $3000. for all the care and 

possibly more.   It's just something else you need to watch out for. I look forward to following up 

with the Community Board leaders about this issue.  Mrs. Miller agreed with Ms. Burke and said 

if someone sees trees being cut to call 311.  

 

 

MONTH AHEAD 

Mr. Budabin once again welcomed the newly appointed Board members.  

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned.  
 

 

 


