Sentinel Newsletter
It’s the little things that make the “BIG” difference.
GENERAL BOARD MEETING
Monday, October 28, 2019 @ 7:30 PM
Bellerose Assembly of God
240-15 Hillside Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426
AGENDA
1. Community Time
2. Meeting Called to Order
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Chairman’s Report — Clive Williams
5. Committee Reports
a.

Public Safety

b.

Special Initiative Committee

c.

Transportation

d.

Health and Seniors, Social Services & Special Needs Committee

e.

Youth, Education & Libraries

6. Elected Officials — Welcome
7. NYPD Report — Inspector Netis Gilbert, Commanding Officer, 105 Precinct
8. Roll Call
9. Approve Minutes — September 2019
10. Voting Items
a.

BSA Calendar No. 2019-203-BZ
144-43 Farmers Boulevard, Springfield Gardens
“…a special permit to install a non-accessory radio tower for public utility
wireless communication…”

b.

District Budget Priorities & Request

11. Public Speaking Time
12. Adjournment
Learn more about Cybersecurity on page 10
UPCOMING GENERAL BOARD MEETINGS
4th Monday, November 25, 2019
Bellerose Assembly of God
240-15 Hillside Avenue
Bellerose, NY 11426

3rd Monday, December 16, 2019
Bellerose Assembly of God
240-15 Hillside Avenue
Bellerose, NY 11426

Francis Lewis Boulevard begins at an intersection with 148 Avenue and
Hook Creek Boulevard in Rosedale. The boulevard zigzags across several
physical roadways and spans 10.8 miles ending in Fresh Meadows at the
Cross Island Parkway Service Road between 154 Street and 156 Street.
Before being renamed in the 1930s, the roadway was called Cross
Island Boulevard. The street was renamed after former Queens resident
Francis Lewis, a signer of the Declaration of Independence as a
representative of New York.
But who was Francis Lewis?
Lewis was born in Wales to his father of the same name. His father died at a young age and he
was then raised by his uncle and aunt. They gave him an education in Scotland and sent him to
the Westminster School in England and emigrated to New York in 1734.
Francis Lewis owned a home in Whitestone where portions of the boulevard were built through
the estate.
The entire route was first mapped as Rosedale Boulevard in 1912 or 1913 by the Queen
Topographical Bureau in the “Hollis Tentative Map for Queens” which mapped roads throughout
Southeast Queens such as the future Grand Central Parkway.
Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Lewis_Boulevard; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Lewis; https://thehistoryjunkie.com/francis-lewis-facts/

Liquor Licenses


Blue Light Cafe (Renewal)
271-21 Union Turnpike, New Hyde Park



Triple Crown Diner (Renewal)
248-27 Jericho Turnpike, Bellerose
Dickens Louizaire (New Application)
245-11 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Rosedale
Secrets (Renewal)
245-11 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Rosedale
Live Life Marketing (New Application)
229-15 Merrick Boulevard, Laurelton
Truth Restaurant & Lounge Inc. (New Application)
229-15 Merrick Boulevard, Laurelton
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RPJ Deli & Grocery Store II Inc. (Renewal)
98-51 212 Street, Queens Village
Dacade Restaurant and Catering Hall. LLC
(New Application)
220-17 Merrick Boulevard, Laurelton
Holiday Inn (New Application)
248-06 Rockaway Boulevard, Rosedale
Brookville JFK Restaurant, LLC (Renewal)
248-06 Rockaway Boulevard, Rosedale
Singas Famous Pizza (New Application)
260-21 Hillside Avenue, Floral Park
OTG JFK T5 Venture, LLC (Renewal)
JFK International Airport, Terminal 5, Gate4NC

Michael O’Keeffe, Chair
Robert Glover,
Vice Chair

Public Safety Committee Meeting
Wednesday, October 2, 2019—1st Wednesday
Guest Speaker:
Our guest speaker was Mr. Ralph Leonart, attorney for the NYPD Civil Enforcement Unit (CEU). He
explained that his unit works with NYPD officers on enforcement operations. CEU uses civil courts
to close businesses that foster criminal activity or quality-of-life problems. CEU takes part in
MARCH Operations (multi-agency response to community hotspots).
Inspector Gilbert:
Inspector Gilbert discussed recent crime trends in the 105th Precinct. A few points:


There was an arrest in a recent arson/homicide in Hollis. Camera footage proved crucial to
the arrest.



Inspector Gilbert is forming an advisory board which will meet once a quarter.



She would also like to utilize the experience and expertise retired law enforcement personnel.



A training simulator, used at the Police Academy, was demonstrated at a meeting at Long
Island Jewish Hospital several months ago. Community members had the opportunity to go
through scenarios as if they were police
officers. The Public Safety Committee felt it would be beneficial to repeat this throughout the
precinct.

Remember to

GET THE VOTE OUT!
Voting is your political voice,
make sure that you are heard!
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November Committee Meetings @ QCB13 Board Office:









Land Use - Monday, November 4, 2019 @ 7:30 pm
Public Safety - Wednesday, November 6, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Seniors, Social Services & Special Needs - Thursday, November 7, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Special Initiative - Thursday, November 7, 2019 @ 7:00 pm (Location TBD)
Youth, Education & Libraries - Tuesday, November 12, 2019 @ 7:30 pm
Economic Development - Wednesday, November 13, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Transportation - Thursday, November 14, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Parks and Environment - Tuesday, November 19, 2019 7:30 pm

Queens
is a place where there is no need to wait for next
week to get the answer to a question, to taste the
food of any country, to find new voices to listen to
and familiar ones to listen to again.
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Cultural Development Fund
The Program Services Unit of the Department of Cultural Affairs is charged with the administration
of the Cultural Development Fund (CDF), an annual grant-making process for New York City's
nonprofit arts and cultural organizations.
Through the CDF process, the agency awards support for a vast array of programs provided by
many of the City's largest cultural organizations as well as neighborhood-based groups that
represent New York's extraordinary cultural breadth.

The Fiscal Year 2021 Cultural Development Fund
Application Deadline is in February of 2020
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Opinion

Oct. 24, 2019

The United States Has Never Truly Been a Democracy
We haven’t yet perfected our system of government.
By Malka Older; Dr. Older is a sociologist and science fiction author.
Between impeachment inquiries, questions about the
security
of
our
elections
and
the
proliferation
of books and articles announcing that democracy is dead, it’s
clear that many people in the United States are disillusioned
with democracy.

digital and nondigital innovations to better involve citizens.
Some countries have mandatory voting; some have instituted
e-voting. Some localities within the United States are
experimenting with ranked-choice voting or quadratic voting.
Some countries are expanding the potential of direct
democracy, in which people vote on policies or laws rather
than on representatives; some are looking for ways to engage
people beyond voting, into broader engagement in
governance and community. There are myriad ways that we
can make our system more representative, more accountable,
more reflective of what people want.

But it’s hard to claim that the United States, at any point in
its history, has been a democracy in the rigorous sense of the
word. This is partly by design. The foundations of the United
States were defined by a struggle over how much democracy
should be mitigated. It was terrifyingly radical to suggest that
the people — even a very restricted group of people — might
have a say in government, and the founders cautiously padded
And yet most of the discourse in the United States treats
the rails to limit the power of the masses. This was still a huge democracy as a done deal, an achievement to trumpet and
step forward from dynastic monarchy, but it was not a place to spread around the world, an enviable and unchangeable
status quo. There’s an immense kind of hubris in the suggestion
stop.
that the way we do democracy is the end-all and be-all of
And we didn’t stop.
governance, and that if it doesn’t work it must be democracy’s
Over the two and a half centuries since, we’ve grown more
fault rather than our own.
democratic, expanding the franchise to women and people of
It’s telling that many of the arguments about the end of
color and instituting the direct election of senators by popular
democracy
suggest it’s because we’ve given too much power
vote (the 17th amendment, ratified in 1913). But we’ve also
taken steps away from pure democracy; initiatives making it to the masses, that we’ve become too democratic. A paper
more difficult for people to vote and gerrymandering are good by Shawn Rosenberg, professor of political science and
examples of this. We’ve watched the role of money in psychological science at the University of California,
politics grow and seen the proportion of our representation drop Irvine, claims that the problem is social media and that other
because of the cap on the number of members in the House of technologies have disrupted the role of elites in guiding the
masses through the intricacies of policy and economics. Other
Representatives.
commenters suggest that the abysmal state of political literacy
In the past 20 years, we’ve had two presidential elections in
in the United States means the people can’t be trusted to make
which the candidate with the most votes did not take office. But
decisions about their government.
presidential elections are only the tip of the undemocratic
But how many of the recent “failures of democracy” have
iceberg. In 2014, a Princeton study by Martin Gilens and
come
about not because “institutions eroded” but because
Benjamin I. Page found that the United States is an oligarchy,
those
institutions
either were never intended to be democratic
not a democracy, with policy driven by the economic elite and
business interests. Furthermore, studies and polls show that ma- or have recently been adjusted to be exclusionary?
jority public opinion on many of the key issues of the day —
That the Electoral College system should result in a president
abortion, gun control, universal health care — is nowhere near who did not win the popular vote is not a failure of democracy;
rather, it’s the expected effect of a system that was always
reflected in public policy decisions.
It’s hardly surprising that we haven’t yet perfected our supposed to be undemocratic, and it’s functioning as intended
system of government. Societies have been practicing (if not quite as designed). If the checks and balances of our
democracy for a very short time relative to human history, and tripartite system have failed, it’s not only because of bad
we’re still working out the bugs and persuading ourselves to people acting in venal and unethical ways; it’s because those
commit to the difficulties. And democracy is still a terrifyingly people were elected through undemocratic means of
radical idea — as much as we rhapsodize about government gerrymandering, party politics, voter suppression and intense
by the people, we are afraid to trust ourselves and much more injections of money, and they know where their incentives lie. If
voter turnout is low, maybe it’s not because people don’t
afraid to trust anyone else.
believe in democracy any more, but because the system they
Moreover, democracy was never supposed to be a perfect
live in has shown them time and again that their vote doesn’t
clockwork mechanism, functioning on its own while citizens
count the way it’s supposed to count and their representatives
went about their lives, mitigating with preternatural precision
don’t need to care about representing them.
every failure of human nature. Democracy is about people
Our recent stumbles are reminders that we still have work to
actively engaging with the decisions of their government at
do
on
our system of government. Democracy is not a unitary
every level. It requires creating the space and processes for that
to happen, providing education to enable an informed citizenry state that can be achieved, but a continuous process. We need
and putting in place safeguards to prevent oppression by the to keep reinventing and refining government, to keep up with
majority — and then continuously improving and adjusting those changes in society and technology and to keep it from being
too easy for elites with resources to exploit. And it is worth
components as society changes.
fighting for. Not because of the founders, or because it sounds
In our technology-rich world, with a surplus of wealth and
good, but because while democracy may be far from perfect,
leisure time, we should have more opportunities to facilitate and
it is still the best system we’ve got.
extend democracy than ever before. And we do. Municipalities
across the United States and countries around the world are
experimenting with different types of democracy, leveraging
At least so far.
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IS ONE OF
THE MOST
DANGEROUS
STREETS IN
QUEENS FOR
PEDESTRIANS.

SAVING A
LIFE IS EASY.
SLOW
IF YOU DRIVE:





Slow your turns to
5 MPH
Expect
pedestrians in the
crosswalk every
time
Drive 25 MPH or
less

IF YOU WALK:
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Watch for turning
vehicles
Look in all
directions before
crossing Jamaica
Do what you can
to be seen
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Held every October, National Cybersecurity Awareness Month (NCSAM) is a collaborative effort
between government and industry to raise awareness about the importance of cybersecurity
and to ensure that all Americans have the resources they need to be safer and more secure
online.
NCSAM 2019 will emphasize personal accountability and stress the importance of taking proactive steps to enhance cybersecurity at home and in the workplace. This year’s overarching message – Own IT. Secure IT. Protect IT. – will focus on key areas including citizen privacy, consumer
devices, and e-commerce security.
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5 Easy Ways to Protect Your Digital Privacy in 2019
These smart strategies can lessen your chances of
falling victim to the next data breach

By: Allen St. John
February 11, 2019

Though there's plenty of uncertainty in the early days of 2019, here's one sure
bet: Keeping your personal data private and secure will be even more of a
challenge.
In 2018, we learned that millions of consumers had been affected by cyber
threats at the Mariott hotel chain, as well as tech giants such
as Facebook and Google, once considered to be all-but-invulnerable to data
breaches. Smaller-scale attacks by hackers and malware harmed consumers,
too.
And those are just the cases involving bad actors or software bugs.

Here are five simple strategies to boost your digital privacy and security.
Update Your Devices
One of the easiest and most effective ways to protect the
security of your computers and mobile devices is to keep the
software up to date, says Maria Rerecich, senior director of product testing at
Consumer Reports.
Updates help manufacturers patch security vulnerabilities quickly. Just
this month, for example, Apple released a patch for a bug that allowed
eavesdropping on FaceTime conversations.

Use Two-Factor Authentication
What if you could find a way to make your password all but
useless to a hacker? That's what two-factor authentication does. Instead of
relying solely on a password, user accounts secured by two-factor
authentication require an additional level of proof of ID before granting
access.

Freeze Your Credit
There's not much you can do to stop the next data breach, but you
can minimize the financial risk with a credit freeze, says Justin Brookman,
director of consumer privacy and technology policy for Consumer Reports.
That prevents most lenders from looking at your credit history, which
keeps them from issuing a credit card or approving a loan to an unauthorized
party.

Install a Password Manager
A password manager is essentially a virtual vault that
creates and then stores complicated, hard-to-hack
passwords for all your online accounts, letting you access
them with one simple-to-remember password.

Make Privacy a Priority
There's a lot to be said for choosing strong privacy protections whenever you sign up with a fresh online service or set up a
new device. Some of these settings can protect you from hackers. But others, like turning off location tracking on your phone,
can also slow the erosion of your digital privacy that happens when tech companies collect and share information.

For the full article on ways to protect your digital privacy in 2019,
visit https://www.consumerreports.org/privacy/ways-to-protect-digital-privacy/
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By: Jill Vajnoska
May 22, 2019
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution | AJC.com

Veterans Day vs. Memorial Day:
When is each, why is it
commemorated?

If you’ve ever wondered what the difference is
between Memorial Day and Veterans Day,
apparently you’re not alone. No less an
authority than the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs says people frequently confuse the two
holidays.

Make no mistake about it: Both are incredibly
important holidays, with their common focus on
Americans who’ve served in the military. The key distinction: Memorial Day “is a day for
remembering and honoring military personnel who died in the service of their country, particularly
those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in battle,” the VA says.
While Veterans Day also honors the dead, it is “the day set aside to thank and honor all those
who served honorably in the military - in wartime or peacetime.”
Here’s a guide to each holiday:

Memorial Day
When it is: This year, it was on May 27.
Its original name: Decoration Day. Initially, it honored only those
soldiers who’d died during the Civil War. In 1868, a veteran of the
Union Army, Gen. John A. Logan, decided to formalize a growing
tradition of towns decorating veterans’ graves with flowers by
organizing a nationwide day of remembrance on May 30 Logan
also served in Congress from Illinois and in 1884, unsuccessfully ran
for vice president on the Republican ticket. During World War I, the
holiday’s focus expanded to honoring those lost during all U.S. wars.
12

When it became official: In 1968, Congress
officially established Memorial Day, as it had
gradually come to be known, as a federal
holiday that always takes place on the last
Monday in May.
Its unofficial designation: Memorial Day is still a
solemn day of remembrance everywhere
from Arlington National Cemetery to metro
Atlanta, where a number of ceremonies and
events will take place on Monday. On a lighter
note, though, many people view the arrival of
the three-day weekend each year as the start of
summer.

When it became official: In 1938, a
congressional act established Armistice Day as
an annual legal holiday. In 1945, World War II
veteran Raymond Weeks first proposed the
idea of expanding the holiday to one honoring
veterans of all U.S. wars. In 1954, the holiday
legally became known as Veterans Day. In
1982, President Ronald Reagan presented
Alabama resident Weeks with the Presidential
Citizenship Medal in recognition of his efforts in
creating Veterans Day.

Its temporary relocation: In 1968, the same
congressional act that established Memorial
Day moved Veterans Day to the fourth Monday
in October every year. That law took effect in
1971; just four years later, in 1975, President
Gerald Ford -- citing the original date’s “historic
and patriotic significance,” signed a bill that
redesignated Nov. 11 as Veterans Day every
One more thing to know: In 2000, Congress
year.
established
the
National
Moment
of
Remembrance. It asks all Americans to pause at One more thing to know: Despite much
3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day each year to confusion over the spelling, it’s Veterans Day,
plural, and without any apostrophes. That’s
remember the dead.
according to the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, which explains on its website: “Veterans
Day does not include an apostrophe but does
include an ‘s’ at the end of ‘veterans’ because
Veterans Day
it is not a day that ‘belongs’ to veterans, it is a
When its is: November 11, every year
day for honoring all veterans.”
Its original name: Armistice Day. The armistice or
agreement signed between the Allies and
Germany that ended World War I called for the
cessation of all hostilities to take effect at 11
a.m. on the 11th day of the 11th month of the
year in 1918. One year later, on Nov. 11, 1919,
the first Armistice Day was celebrated in the U.S.
13
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Why Entrepreneurship Is Important to the Economy
By Shobhit Seth | July 22, 2019
Entrepreneurs are frequently thought of as na onal assets to be cul vated, mo vated, and remunerated to the greatest possible extent.
Great entrepreneurs have the ability to change the way we live and work. If successful, their innova ons may improve standards of living,
and in addi on to crea ng wealth with entrepreneurial ventures, they also create jobs and contribute to a growing economy.
Entrepreneurship is thus important for a number of reasons, from promo ng social change to driving innova on.
Entrepreneurs Spur Economic Growth
New products and services created by entrepreneurs can produce a cascading eﬀect, where it s mulates related businesses or sectors that
need to support the new venture, furthering economic development.
For example, a few informa on technology companies made up the IT industry in India during the 1990s. The industry quickly expanded and
many other sectors benefited from it. Businesses in associated industries—such as call center opera ons, network maintenance companies,
and hardware providers—flourished.
Educa on and training ins tutes nurtured a new class of IT workers who were oﬀered be er, high‐paying jobs. Infrastructure development
organiza ons and even real estate companies capitalized on this growth as workers migrated to ci es where employment was growing.
Similarly, future development eﬀorts in underdeveloped countries require robust logis cs support, capital investments, and a qualified
workforce. From the highly qualified programmer to the construc on worker, entrepreneurship benefits a large part of the economy.
Entrepreneurs Add to NaƟonal Income
Entrepreneurial ventures help generate new wealth. Exis ng businesses may remain confined to exis ng markets and may hit the glass
ceiling in terms of income. New and improved products, services or technology from entrepreneurs enable new markets to be developed
and new wealth to be created.
Addi onally, increased employment and higher earnings contribute to be er na onal income in the form of higher tax revenue and higher
government spending. This revenue can be used by the government to invest in other, struggling sectors and human capital. Although it
may make a few exis ng players redundant, the government can so en the blow by redirec ng surplus wealth to retrain workers.
Entrepreneurs Create Social Change
Through oﬀering unique goods and services, entrepreneurs break away from tradi on and reduce
dependence on obsolete systems and technologies. This results in an improved quality of life,
improved morale, and greater economic freedom.
For example, the water supply in a water‐scarce region will, at mes, forces people to stop
working to collect water. This will impact their business, produc vity, and income. Imagine an
innova ve and automa c pump that can fill people's water containers automa cally. This type of
innova on ensures people are able to focus on their jobs without worrying about a basic necessity like water. More me to devote to work
translates to economic growth.
For a more contemporary example, smartphones and apps have revolu onized work and play across the globe. Smartphones are not
exclusive to wealthy countries or people. As the growth of the smartphone market con nues, technological entrepreneurship can have a
profound, long‐las ng impact on the world.
Moreover, the globaliza on of technology means entrepreneurs in lesser‐developed countries have access to the same tools as their
counterparts in richer countries. They also have the advantage of a lower cost of living, so a young entrepreneur from an underdeveloped
country can compete with a mul ‐million‐dollar exis ng product from a developed country.
Community Development
Entrepreneurs regularly nurture ventures by other like‐minded individuals. They also invest in community projects and provide financial
support to local chari es. This enables further development beyond their own ventures.
Some famous entrepreneurs, such as Bill Gates, have used their money to finance good causes, from educa on to public health. The
quali es that make one an entrepreneur are the same quali es that help mo vate entrepreneurs to pay it forward.

KEY TAKEAWAYS


Entrepreneurship is important as it has the ability to improve standards of living and create wealth, not only for the entrepreneurs,
but also for related businesses.



Entrepreneurs also help drive change with innova on, where new and improved products enable new markets to be developed.



Economy wise, higher earnings thanks to entrepreneurship can help boost na onal income and tax revenue.



Entrepreneurs contribute in other ways as well, such as inves ng in community projects and suppor ng local chari es.



Too much entrepreneurship (i..e, high self‐employment) can be detrimental to economic development.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Clive Williams, Chair, cwilliams@qcb13.org
Angela Augugliaro, First Vice Chair

Marcia O’Brien, Second Vice Chair

Anup Ramnauth, Treasurer

Jerry Wind, Executive Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Bellaire

Floral Park

North Shore Towers

Springfield Gardens

Anup Ramnauth

Charles Farruggia

Felice Hannah

Fay Hill

Bellerose

Seymour Finkelstein
Rhonda Kontner
Deepa Patel

Queens Village

Curlene Nelson

Angela Augugliaro
Corey Bearak
James Delaney
Richard Hellenbrecht
Michael O’Keeffe
Ashok Satkalmi
Lourdes Villanueva-Hartrick
Jerry Wind

Brookville
Jackie Campbell

Cambria Heights
Bryan Block
Barbara Clements
Tanya Cruz
Jonathan Logan
Celeste Powers
Steven Taylor
Clive Williams
Nantasha Williams

Mohamood Ishmael
Andy Laine
Peter Richards
Nagassar Ramgarib
Perminder Thiara

Glen Oaks
Anthony Kuncheria
Mathew Thomas

Rosedale
Laurelton

Kyle Bragg

Alain Berrouet
Sylvia Cothia

Delroy Dawkins
Derrick DeFlorimonte

Bess DeBetham
Robert Glover
Bonnie Huie
Jackie Wilson

Samuel Ellliott
Vernal Holder
Franck Joseph
Kangela Moore
Marcia O’Brien
Lorraine Gittens-Bridges
Tameka Pierre-Louis

New Hyde Park
Pritpal Singh Walia

Wayanda
Isa Avery
Are you a passionate
and engaged
community member
who is dedicated to
making a difference in
your neighborhood?

Call the Queens
Borough President’s
Office to apply.
718.286.3000.

CONTACT US
Mark McMillan, District Manager, mmcmillan@qcb13.org
Maxine Brannon, Community Coordinator, mbrannon@qcb13.org
Corey Ince, Community Assistant, cince@qcb13.org
Twitter.com/QueensCB13
Facebook.com/QCB13

QCB13 Board Office is located at
219-41 Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village, 11428
Phone 718.464.9700
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Web qcb13.org

