It’s the little things that make the “BIG” difference.

March Committee Meetings @ QCB13 Board Office
 Seniors (SSSSNC) 3.1.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Land Use 3.5.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Transportation 3.6.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Public Safety 3.7.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Youth and Education 3.13.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Economic Development 3.14.18 @ 7:00 pm

GENERAL BOARD MEETING
Monday, February 26, 2018 @ 7:30 PM
Bellerose Assembly of God — 240-15 Hillside Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426

AGENDA
1. Community Time
2. Meeting Called to Order
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Public Speaking Time
5. Elected Officials — Welcome
6. Chairman’s Report — Clive Williams
7. District Manager’s Report — Mark McMillan
8. Presentations
Andrew Hoyles, NYC Department of Sanitation
Topic: Organics Bin Rollout in QCB13
Chae No, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Topic: Influenza
Paul J. Stremel, Jamaica Postmaster
Topic: Delivery Issues
Zip Codes/ Towns
Package Prevention Loss
9. Approve Minutes — January 2018
10. Roll Call
12. Committee Reports

13. Adjournment
NEXT GENERAL BOARD MEETING, Monday, March 26, 2018 — Location TBD

February 26, 2018

Sentinel Newsletter

Mark McMillan

Congratulations to our Council Members
on their Leadership Assignments
Council Member Barry Grodenchik (D 23)
Office Number: 718.468.0137
Chair: Parks and Recreation Committee
Council Member I. Daneek Miller (D 27)
Office Number: 718.776.3700
Chair: Civil Service and Labor Committee
Council Member Donovan Richards (D 31)
Office Number: 718.527.4356
Chair: Public Safety Committee

UNVEILING OF THE 2018 BLACK
HERITAGE SERIES STAMP
HONERING LENA HORNE

Guest Speaker:
NYS Assemblywoman Alicia
Hyndman

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
11 am to 1 pm
Robert Ross Johnson FLC
127-17 Linden Boulevard
Saint Albans, NY 11412

It is hard to quit smoking. Most people try several times before
they are able to quit for good. The good news is, although it’s
hard, it can be done.
The NYC Health Department's new mobile app,
NYC HelpMeQuit, is a free resource to help you say goodbye
to cigarettes. It can track and celebrate your progress, offer
tips on how to outlast cravings, and connect you with other
quitters for support. The app also helps you stay motivated
with personal reasons why you should avoid smoking, and it

What is a Business Improvement District?
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a
geographical area where local stakeholders oversee
and fund the maintenance, improvement, and
promotion of their commercial district.
What BIDs Do?
BIDs create vibrant, clean, and safe districts. They
deliver services and improvements above and
beyond those provided by the City. Working with the
City and community, BIDs are a powerful voice for
their districts.
BIDs services can include:
 Street cleaning and maintenance
 Public safety and hospitality
 Marketing and events
 Capital improvements
 Beautification
 Advocacy
 Business development
BID services do not replace those provided by the
City. By law, City services cannot be reduced
because of the existence of a BID.

A doggone honor for Schiff
Inspector Jeffrey Schiff,
commanding officer of the
Queens Village-based 105th
Precinct, was honored at
New York Fashion Week on
Feb. 10 by the St. Rocco
Foundation, an organization
headquartered in Israel that
advocates for animal rights.
The groups says Schiff, who
previously led the 106th
Precinct in South Queens,
has the best record in the
NYPD of getting his officers to respond to
animal cruelty and missing dog cases.
Schiff is seen here with members of his family and
Neglah Sharma, left, who is spearheading the
inception of the group in New York and is a Queens
Chronicle freelance contributor.
Awards were also presented to award-winning
fashion designer Anthony Rubio, New York Bully
Crew Rescue, former Brooklyn Councilman Sal
Albanese and Urgent Dogs of LA, a Californiabased national dog rescue group.
Queens Chronicle, February 15, 2018

Civic Association Meeting Dates

Glen Oaks Resident Dies In Weekend Fire
Queens Tribune, February 15, 2018

By: Sam Rappaport

A fire at a Glen Oaks residence left one man
dead on Friday evening, the FDNY said.
A total of 12 units with 60 firefighters tended to the
fire, which consumed the second floor of a
two-story home at 82-44 262nd St.
According to a city Fire Department spokeswoman, firefighters—along with police officers from the
105th Precinct—arrived on the scene at 7:36 p.m.
on Friday. The blaze was brought under control by
8:11 p.m.
First responders found an unconscious man on the
second floor of the house and pronounced him
dead at the scene. The identity of the man has not yet been released.
Three firefighters suffered minor injuries in the incident and were taken to the hospital for further evaluation.
The cause of the fire remains unclear. An investigation into the incident is ongoing.

The Many Benefits Of Home Improvement
Queens Tribune, February 15, 2018

By: Steven J. Dimare

Most people aren’t aware of how many benefits are realized from simple
home improvements. Although homeowners often have work done to
correct problems, here are some important but overlooked benefits of
having work done on your home.
Beauty and style: With a relatively small amount of money, you can
transform your home. You can change your front door for less than $900,
while the windows or siding that faces the street can turn heads. Spend
$1,400 and put in a bay window that looks impressive on the outside and
makes the room inside look much bigger.
There are hundreds of ways to spend a small amount, yet make a big impact.
Operation: New products generally work better than old products. You may find yourself using doors and
windows you gave up on years ago. People discover wonderful breezes they haven’t felt in years and save
money on air conditioning at the same time.
Increase the value of your home: Whether windows, doors, siding, roofing or insulation, you can expect to
recoup 100 percent of the cost. You may want to make your house look nice, but you will also put money
in your pocket.
Sell or refinance your home: With many people selling or refinancing their homes, the appraisal amount is
more important than ever. People don’t realize that the person coming to appraise your house has leeway
based on his/her opinion of your home. Sometimes that opinion is based on how your home looks. When
thinking about the value of your home and the transactions involved, it might make sense to spend money
to really make a great first impression. Whether it’s the appraiser, realtor or someone considering making
an offer on your home, the first impression is important.
Save money on energy costs: With new technologies, you can save as much as 50 percent on your
electric, oil and gas bills. If you think about your house as a balloon holding hot air in the winter or cool air
in the summer, you save the most energy costs by keeping that air in. Think about that air leaving your
home through drafty windows, spaces around doors and hollow walls with little insulation. By changing windows and doors, putting new board insulation under siding and blowing insulation into your attic, you can
seal up the leaks and keep that hot or cool air in.
Going green: Most people think a product is green based on the way it is made. Although that is a
criterion, the other important factor is the energy savings that product generates once installed. You can
save the environment and lower your energy costs at the same time.
If you had the 311 App, you would have known
Monday, February 12, 2018 was Lincolns Birthday.
NYC 311 is an app from the NYC Department of
Information and Telecommunications that is New York
City's one-stop shop for all government information
and non-emergency services.
The NYC311 app is available for free for iPhone, iPad,
and Android operating systems. You can use it to
check if alternate side parking and meters are
suspended, if garbage, recycling, and organics
collections are suspended, and if public schools are
closed. You can also make service requests to get help
with noise, heat or hot water, rat conditions, snowy
streets or sidewalks, potholes, and more.

Thank you NYC Department of
Parks and Recreation
Forestry and Horticulture
for your
tree-mendous work!

Thank you for tree pruning at the intersection of
Hempstead and Jamaica Avenues.

The process of safely removing tree branches.

Cleaning up.

Jonathan Logan

MTA Freedom Ticket: Joe says it really is so
Lhota says the district LIRR ticket plan is ‘very, very close’ for Southeast
Queens Chronicle, February 1, 2018

By: Michael Gannon

The Freedom Ticket transportation plan appears to be back on track, with the
chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority saying last Friday that he
expects to roll it out some time this year.
Speaking last Friday at a budget hearing in Albany, Joe Lhota told state legislators
that a plan to let riders from Eastern Queens get discount rides from four Long Island
Rail Road stations should be expected soon.
“We’re working on it as we speak,” Lhota said according to CBS News Channel 2.
“We’re very, very close. I fully expect it to happen this year, and my expectation,
when I say this year, don’t think about it as the end of the year. It could happen
relatively soon.”
Elected officials from Southeast Queens are reacting with cautious optimism.
Southeast Queens residents have been
They had been expecting a pilot program at the Laurelton, Locust Manor,
waiting for discounted LIRR fares since
Rosedale and St. Albans stations last October.
October. Now MTA Chairman Joe Lhota
The aim is to save residents time that it normally takes to combine bus and subway
has told the Legislature that a plan will
rides
into Manhattan; and money, with the riders paying a reduced fare for what
be rolled out this year, and likely sooner
otherwise
would be an empty seat.
rather than later.
Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman (D-Springfield Gardens), a member of the
Transportation Committee, said Lhota was responding to her direct question.
“I have concerns because I was expecting to see this back in October and I didn’t,” Hyndman told the Chronicle.
Hyndman said she, state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) and Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) all
subsequently tried to steer Lhota back to the subject, but could not elicit further details.
Comrie said he is particularly interested in learning just which stations the MTA now has in mind.
“Nothing on stations or any other specifics,” the senator said in a telephone interview. “But I’m confident that he
has now made a commitment that this is happening.”
State Sen. James Sanders Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) on Wednesday was urging Lhota and MTA planners to include
Far Rockaway in the mix.
“As someone who has used mass transit for most of my life, I understand the importance of making rides more
efficient and less expensive,” Sanders said in a statement from his office.
“I support Freedom Ticket, but I would like to know why everyone else gets “freedom” except for the Rockaways,
which is a transportation desert in desperate need of more travel options. I am also concerned about what the price
of the Freedom Ticket will be. It needs to be fair, equitable and affordable for all residents.”
Sanders has introduced a similar bill in the state Senate called the Long Island Rail Road Fare Act, bill S6741 to
demand that Far Rockaway be included in the LIRR’s discount weekend fare program known as CityTicket.
“This is something I am still advocating for,” Sanders added. “I think Freedom Ticket has great potential if it is planned
and implemented properly.”

Three Reasons the Youth Should Work
1. Teens build valuable work experience.
These days, the job market tends to favor those with experience over education. Although a college degree is still
very valuable, it’s even more valuable when paired with a resume full of experience. Students who are able to
work during their high school and college years are able to demonstrate this experience and build valuable
entries on their resume. This experience also demonstrates that they are able to successfully balance work and
education at the same time.

2. Teens can build connections through working part-time.
Another great way that part-time work benefits a teen’s resume? References. By working part time, teens can
establish contacts with adult employers that can function as references and give recommendations in the future.
These connections may even be able to offer future job opportunities once students are able to work at a higher
level.

3. Teen jobs build confidence.
As teens work at a part-time job, they learn just how capable they are, building confidence and self-reliance. This
can help teens feel more independent, and develop a sense of responsibility as a young adult.

116th Precinct Planning Process On The Fast Track
February 1, 2018 QueensTribune.com

116th

By Jon Cronin

The new
Precinct’s City Planning review process is reportedly being fast tracked, and plans for the new facility
have already been viewed by Community Board 13 and Queens Borough President Melinda Katz.
Mark McMillan, the district manager of Community Board 13, said that CB 13 voted on the Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure (ULURP) last week. The ULURP process typically takes a few months.
The community board’s vote was nearly unanimous, with one member holding out since that person was in favor of
funding going toward education, rather than a new precinct.
The precinct will be located at 242-40 North Conduit Ave. in Rosedale, which is the current location of the 105th
Precinct’s satellite building. The groundbreaking date has yet to be announced.
McMillan said that community activists have been fighting for a new precinct for nearly 30 years. He U.S. Rep
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) has been a long outspoken proponent of the idea, while Councilman Donovan Richards
(D-Laurelton) has gotten traction on the issue during his first term in office.
McMillan noted that, geographically, the 105th Precinct—which covers Queens Village and several other Southeast
Queens communities—is the largest in the borough and second largest in the city.
In June, the PRESS of Southeast Queens reported that Mayor Bill de Blasio—alongside NYPD Commissioner James
O’Neill, Richards and several other Southeast Queens elected officials—honored Bess DeBetham, a long-time
member of the Federated Blocks of Laurelton, for advocating for the new precinct for four and a half decades.
“I want to thank you for your leadership, your strength, your persistence,” the mayor told DeBetham. “You were
fighting for the safety of a community that has worked their whole lives to become homeowners.”
The push to designate a 116th Precinct was a result of the 105th Precinct’s vast size. Encompassing 12.7 square miles
and more than 354 miles of roadway, the 105th has struggled for years to stretch its resources throughout a large
section of the borough.
As a result, response times for emergency calls often lagged behind city averages. While the average city response
time has hovered around seven minutes, the 105th’s emergency response time averages closer to 9.3 minutes.
To help with the issue, several concessions have been made. In 2007, the 105th’s satellite precinct was opened. It was
meant to help keep a significant police presence in the southernmost part of the precinct’s jurisdiction. In March, the
satellite precinct service was expanded to include 20 new officers and 24-hour operation.
With the addition of the 116th Precinct, the 105th will essentially be cut in half. Community leaders hope that the new
precinct will help to prevent the 105th from stretching itself too thin.
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LIQOUR LICENSES
Taste of Cochin
248-08 Union Turnpike, Bellerose, NY 11426
Soul Exchange Bistro & Wine Bar
208-01 Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11428

CONTACT US
Mark McMillan, District Manager, mmcmillan@qcb13.org
Maxine Brannon, Community Coordinator, mbrannon@qcb13.org
Corey Ince, Community Associate, cince@qcb13.org
Twitter.com/QueensCB13

The QCB13 Board Office is located at
219-41 Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village, 11428

Facebook.com/QCB13

Phone 718.464.9700

Web qcb13.org

