It’s the little things that make the “BIG” difference.
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Sentinel Newsletter

February Committee Meetings @ QCB13 Board Office
 Seniors (SSSSNC) 2.1.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Land Use 2.5.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Transportation 2.6.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Public Safety 2.7.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Youth and Education 2.13.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Economic Development 2.14.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Health 2.15.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Parks and Environment 2.20.18 @ 7:30 pm

GENERAL BOARD MEETING
Monday, January 22, 2018 @ 7:30 PM
Bellerose Assembly of God — 240-15 Hillside Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426

AGENDA
1. Community Time
2. Meeting Called to Order
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Public Speaking Time
5. Elected Officials — Welcome
6. Chairman’s Report — Clive Williams
7. District Manager’s Report — Mark McMillan
8. NYPD Report — Inspector Jeffery Schiff, Commanding Officer, 105 Precinct
9. Approve Minutes — November and December 2017
10. Questions and Answers About Sidewalk Violations and Curbs
— Nicole Garcia, Queens Borough Commissioner Department of Transportation
11. Public Hearing and Voting Item
ULURP 116th Precinct

12. Committee Reports
13. Adjournment
NEXT GENERAL BOARD MEETING, Monday, February 26, 2018 — Bellerose Assembly of God, 7:30 pm

A Note From The District Manager
I had the opportunity recently to go to Metrotech, which is the headquarters for FDNY/EMS. Located in
downtown Brooklyn, the easy way to get there from the Board Office was a direct LIRR ride to
Atlantic Terminal. Getting off the train, a 10 block walk down Flatbush Avenue takes me to the location.
Because of the timing of the train and the start time of the event, I could take a leisurely walk.
I lived in Brooklyn in the nineties, and worked there a few years ago. But the changes I witnessed as I
emerged were stunning. Leaving the train station going north on Flatbush Avenue one immediately
encounters a triangular silver-toned three-storied structure on what used to be an open air flea market on
weekends. This Apple Store – all glass with the ceiling the bottom of the fourth floor - was the base of a
twisted metallic apartment tower with inset balconies at the higher floors that shoots up some 40 stories,
right across the street from BAM. As I proceed north the entrance to a soon-to-be-opened Whole Foods is
the other street-level commercial business at the base of this building. Across the street at what used to be
a non-descript beige three-level apartment building now boasts a façade painted black with white
graffiti-like artwork giving the structure a distinct character in this emerging architectural scene. Looking
further ahead, new apartment towers with balconies have shot up on both sides of the street, sleek,
modern and funky at the same time. The liquor stores now have extensive wine selections, and each new
tower has the telltale markings at street level of the upscale residents living there: gourmet coffee bistros,
name-brand delis, sushi restaurants, $12 hamburger shops with exotic flavored milkshakes and craft beer,
modern themed restaurants with lots of glass and granite. There are Citi Bike stands, black cars with TLC
plates dropping off or picking up residents, truly hotbeds for both Uber and Lyft.
Even the older buildings are getting a makeover as the din of construction lights shows how they have
been gutted in preparation for the necessary remodeling with amenities required by the new residential
class moving in. There is even a tower that looks to be 80 stories being constructed on the old site of the
Fulton Street Mall, right next to Junior’s.
This is the future of our city. Out here in east/southeast Queens, we are perhaps 5-10 years away from this
movement overcoming some of our communities. The more attractive areas are those along mass transit
lines providing quick and easy transportation to Manhattan…and now downtown Brooklyn. You already
see this in downtown Jamaica; there are 5 or 6 residential towers be built now. Long Island City has more
new towers presently being built than anywhere in the country; it is an incredible thing to see when I take
the LIRR into Manhattan.
Reading a lot about transportation lately, it is said that population density promotes a certain vibrancy as
all sorts of people are forced to rub shoulders with each other. This cross-pollination eventually breeds
cultural innovation manifested in art, music, food and perspective on those who just happen to be different
than you. And in this generation of social media a certain mindset of the “collective” has taken hold.
My parents moved from the grittier densely populated parts of the Bronx, as others have from various areas
of Manhattan and Brooklyn in the sixties and seventies to have some space, a yard and trees on their
block. Essentially, the proverbial “house with the white picket fence.” I grew up having a half-moon
backboard and rim on the front of our garage. I venture to guess that many of your children are leaving
our semi-suburban life and moving to the density. I would also guess you would never even consider doing
the same.
What happens when the change occurring in so many other parts of our city begins to reach our
communities?

Mark McMillan

“Rain”
“Hail”
“Snow”

(Queens Village)

Vanel Proposes AI Regulations, Talks Net Neutrality
Queens Tribune, December 27, 2017

By Trone Dowd

Assemblyman Clyde Vanel (D-Queens Village) is proposing yet
another piece of legislation looking to put New York State at the
forefront of regulating the future.
Vanel, who since being elected to the state Legislature in 2015
has seemed to carve out a niche for himself as a tech-focused
politician, proposed the idea of studying and regulating artificial
intelligence on a state level. The assemblyman made the
announcement via his weekly Youtube series, “Clyde’s Corner.”
“I introduced Bill A8821 that creates a temporary state
commission to study and investigate how to regulate artificial
intelligence,” Clyde said.
As explained by Vanel in his video, artificial intelligence as many
know it from science fiction movies and books, is not quite what
Vanel is talking about. Instead, Vanel is referring to what is
Since elected, Assemblyman Clyde Vanel has
been laser-focused on computer and technology called “narrow artificial intelligence.” Examples of narrow
artificial intelligence include less-advanced versions of the
literacy in his district.
technology used in everyday items like Siri, Amazon’s Echo,
Facebook’s suggested-friends software and other common products.
While scientists work to replicate human brain function has with the processing power of computers, Vanel
argues that lawmakers should start research on such concepts now to get a leg up on the transformative
technology.
“Regulators have to be proactive in making sure that we protect New Yorkers, America and mankind from
those kinds of dangers,” Vanel said.
Over the last year, Vanel has tried to bring the attention of his peers in the Assembly and that of his
constituents to universal internet access, crypto currencies like Bitcoin, and turning Southeast Queens into
a cutting-edge neighborhood for businesses big and small to invest in.
In addition to his proposals on regulating AI for the near future, the assemblyman wrote a long form letter
to his constituents about the Federal Communications Commision’s first step towards repealing
Obama-era regulations on upholding net neutrality.
“In 2015, under the Obama administration, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) advanced
rules that treated telecom companies and internet service providers (ISPs) like utilities, aiming to stop them
from meddling with the internet,” Vanel said. “The rules also prohibited ISPs from charging tech companies
or consumers for faster delivery of their music, movies or other content. In other words, content and data
were to be treated equally with respect to transferability, delivery times, access and cost.”
But after the vote on Dec. 14, the FCC under President Donald Trump rolled back the rules.
“Currently, broadband companies are free to pursue so-called paid prioritization arrangements, if they
choose to do so,” Vanel explained. “In place of the previous net neutrality protections, the FCC, under
President Trump, is going to only require the internet service providers to be transparent about their
network practices.”
Vanel revealed that he and his colleagues are already working towards making legislation to combat this
controversial move by the president.
“Very shortly, the New York State Assembly will be advancing a bill to set up a commission to study how
best to implement net neutrality rules in New York State,” Vanel said. “Look out for it.”
New York Drives helps New Yorkers secure a career track in tv/film production, cable installation,
woodworking, or the security field while developing professional skills and earning a New York State
driver’s license.
To learn more or apply, attend an information session.
Information sessions are held every Thursday from 2 pm-5 pm at 621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn, NY
11217.
You can also call them at 718.237.2017 ext. 143, email nydinfo@bwiny.org or visit newyorkdrives.org.

Rikers Island to start closing prison facilities
Washington Examiner, January 2, 2018

By Kelly Cohen

The first of nine prison facilities on Rikers Island will close this summer,
and more may follow, New York City officials announced Tuesday.
“Big news on Rikers Island: with the population below 9k for the first
time in 25 years, the Mayor will shutter a jail building on the island this
summer. Huge step toward getting off Rikers Island for
good,” said Eric Phillips, Mayor Bill De Blasio’s press secretary, on
Twitter.
The George Motchan Detention Center houses roughly 600 men,
but will close its doors as the city’s overall jail population continues to drop.
De Blasio announced in March that Rikers, which has been plagued by years of complaints of violence,
corruption, and civil rights violations would be completely shut down in 10 years.
According to the New York Daily News, there were approximately 6,700 prisoners on Rikers as of Jan. 1.
There are 8,700 prisoners in all city jails as of December, the first month in 30 years that the average daily
population was below 9,000.
"Every day we are making New York City's jail system smaller, safer, and fairer," de Blasio said in a statement. "This announcement is an important step in our plan to close Rikers Island and create more
community-based facilities to better serve people in custody and our hard-working correctional staff."
The city said the 300 corrections officers working in the Motchan facility will be moved to other locations.
But not everyone was happy. Elias Husamudeen, president of the Correction Officers’ Benevolent
Association, warned that assaults would rise as prisoners are moved out of Motchan.
“With vicious assaults on correction officers occurring nearly every week, along with a near 30% increase in
inmate on inmate slashings and stabbings department-wide, we had hoped Mayor de Blasio would have
announced a plan today to make the jails safer. Instead, the Mayor shamelessly shared his plan to close
one of the largest jail facilities on Rikers Island,” he said. “Shifting inmates from GMDC to other facilities on
Rikers Island will only further increase the assaults.”
The plan to replace Rikers is to build new smaller jails in other boroughs, which is also part of the plan to
help with prisoner re-entry and prevent recidivism.

FDNY Celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
NYC.gov/FDNY January 16, 2018

On Tuesday, January 16th, FDNY members gathered to
celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Dr. King’s emphasis on service, courage, and leadership,
are shared values of the FDNY. Last year, FDNY responded
to 1.7 million emergencies to keep New Yorkers safe. The
courageous efforts and leadership of members of the
Department continue to advance the Department’s
life-saving mission forward.
Fire Commissioner Daniel A. Nigro highlighted FDNY’s efforts
to create an inclusive Department and keep communities
safe.
“FDNY members are charged with always doing the right thing and honoring their oaths,” said Fire
Commissioner Nigro. “Through serving our communities, we develop friendships and understanding with
every New Yorker, of every background, in order to educate them to prevent fires and better protect
themselves and their families.”
This year, FDNY held a panel discussion on Dr. King’s commitment to fostering an inclusive
community. Members of the panel were Deputy Assistant Chief Lillian Bonsignore, Lieutenant Nelson
Roman, Lieutenant Jonathan Logan, retired Army Sergeant James Faulkner, and Restorative Justice
Attorney Bayliss Fiddiman.
Chief of Department James E. Leonard highlighted the service and generosity of FDNY members, from
providing aid to those who lost their belongings in fires and presenting fire safety education across schools,
communities, firehouses, and EMS stations.
“When it comes to serving a community, to protecting and education, there’s no greater agency in this
city than the FDNY,” said Chief Leonard. “Our members serve the community, and community based
interaction and involvement is what helps us achieve our mission to save lives.”
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LIQOUR LICENSES
Annie’s Caribbean Restaurant, (New)
231-12 Merrick Boulevard, Laurelton
 Cara Mia Restaurant, (Renewal)
220-20 Hillside Avenue, Queens Village




JFK International Airport
Downtown Market (New)
Uptown Market (Renewal)
The Flik (Renewal)

CONTACT US
Mark McMillan, District Manager, mmcmillan@qcb13.org
Maxine Brannon, Community Coordinator, mbrannon@qcb13.org
Corey Ince, Community Associate, cince@qcb13.org
Twitter.com/QueensCB13

The QCB13 Board Office is located at
219-41 Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village, 11428

Facebook.com/QCB13

Phone 718.464.9700

Web qcb13.org

