It’s the little things that make the “BIG” difference.
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Sentinel Newsletter

October Committee Meetings @ QCB13 Board Office
 Land Use 10.1.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Public Safety 10.3.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Seniors (SSSSNC) 10.4.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Youth, Education and Libraries 10.9.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Economic Development 10.10.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Transportation 10.11.18 @ 7:00 pm
 Parks and Environment 10.16.18 @ 7:30 pm
 Health 10.18.18 @ 7:00 pm

GENERAL BOARD MEETING
Monday, September 24, 2018 @ 7:30 PM
Bellerose Assembly of God — 240-15 Hillside Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426

AGENDA
1. Community Time
2. Meeting Called to Order
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Elected Officials — Welcome
5. Presentation
Congress Member Thomas Suozzi
6. Chairman’s Report — Clive Williams
7. District Manager’s Remarks — Mark McMillan
8. Committee Reports
9. NYPD Report — Inspector Netis Gilbert, Commanding Officer, 105 Precinct
10. Roll Call
11. Approve Minutes — June 2018
12. Public Speaking Time

13.Adjournment

NEXT GENERAL BOARD MEETING, Monday, October 22, 2018
Bellerose Assembly of God 240-15 Hillside Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426

Laurelton residents poll the public once again
seeking improvements to local rail station
Queens Courier, QNS.com | Thursday, September 13, 2018

By: Emma Miller

The Federated Blocks of Laurelton distributed a survey
on Wednesday morning asking
commuters if there should be an elevator or escalator
at the Laurelton LIRR station.
Ten volunteers from the Federated Blocks handed out
about 400 surveys and received 248 responses from
participants.
This was the second time the group
distributed surveys. Back in May, they handed out
about the same number of surveys and got 320 responses.
Robert Glover, president of the Federated Blocks of Laurelton, said that there are many handicapped people in the neighborhood that have to go to Rosedale or Valley Stream to get on the
train.
“Almost every station has an elevator but this station,” he said.
Glover pointed out that there are 41 steps at the Laurelton station, making it difficult for the
elderly, parents with strollers and people with luggage to get to the platform.
The Federated Blocks of Laurelton plans to pitch the idea of an elevator to state Senator Leroy
Comrie and Governor Andrew Cuomo once the survey results are tallied, Glover said.
“We have already had two meetings with a representative from our senator,” he said. This led
to the survey being linked on Comrie’s website.
The Federated Blocks has also sent a letter to the governor, Glover said.
The survey asks customers how often they ride the LIRR and if they think an elevator or
escalator is needed. It also has a section where they can mark if they are disabled, elderly, carry
bags or strollers, or are a daily commuter.
Glover said that survey results should be available by the end of September.
The MTA has declined to comment until they receive survey results.

DDC COMMISSIONER TO HOST QCC BUILDING AWARDS

Community Currency: Kim’s Innovative Plan
This is Queensborough | September 12, 2018

By: Benjamin Fang

When the Great Recession struck in 2008, the national and world
economy went crashing down. Homes were foreclosed, people lost
their savings and unemployment soared.
But in Flushing, the local economy not only survived, but showed signs of
growth.
Some credited the neighborhood’s ability to withstand the financial
crisis to the work ethic of hardworking immigrants, but one local
lawmaker doesn’t buy that stereotype. He instead pointed to another
significant factor.
“When you peel the layers away, it’s because we have a community
that traditionally never really relied on conventional currency systems to
begin with,” said Assemblyman Ron Kim. “We have a very robust and
strong peer-to-peer system and lending circles, and all of this existed in
Assembly Member Ron Kim discussing his plan.
our community. When things are going bad up here, we’re still able to
borrow money from our peers that we have on the ground.”
According to Kim, communities that typically have access to conventional institutions like global banks are
vulnerable when the world economy tanks.
However, in a place like Flushing, which didn’t have the same kind of access, communities have to create their
own local system.
That concept led Kim to propose legislation in Albany to create an Office of Financial Resiliency. Learning from
the pitfalls of the 2008 crash, the Flushing legislator wants a state office to help neighborhoods throughout New York
create cooperative and peer-to-peer economies, and even come up with their own local currencies.
He believes these mechanism will help neighborhoods survive when the next financial crisis is upon us.
By Kim’s count, there are already more than 4,000 community currencies around the world. The idea has been in
practice in the Berkshires of western Massachusetts, in Ithaca and as close as the Hudson Valley.
The whole point of these local currencies, Kim said, is to keep money circulating within neighborhoods. With the
influx of big box stores and sharing-economy apps like Uber, Lyft and Airbnb, money is being “extracted” out of local
neighborhoods and into corporate companies.
But with a community currency, not only would money stay in the neighborhood, which would boost the local
economy, but there would be incentives for customers to participate.
Kim said in the Berkshires, for example, residents use a point system where they can trade in a dollar for points. In
other words, the more they spend locally the more points they earn.
That idea isn’t new to consumers who earn points for shopping with credit cards, fly using a certain airline, or stay
at a hotel chain.
“Except when we use that, we just stay local to corporate brands,” Kim said. “What if we direct people to stay
loyal to local shops?”
According to Kim, the community currency doesn’t necessarily have to be a point system. There’s no
“cookie-cutter way,” he said, and it depends on the needs of each neighborhood.
Kim’s idea is to have the Office of Financial Resiliency, which would hire a chief cooperative economist and a
chief financial resiliency officer, to work with local leaders and find the best model for that specific neighborhood.
The second bill in that package of legislation would pilot up to ten community currency programs in the state. Kim
said he would want Flushing to be one of those neighborhoods.
“If we were to apply this pilot in a place like Flushing, it would be easier to transition into because people are used
to QR codes,” he said. “There’s a culture that’s used to going cashless that’s already ingrained in our community.”
Many Chinese and Korean-American residents have already transitioned into using apps like WeChat to purchase
goods just by tapping their smartphones. When Kim visited China last year, he saw that people in the suburbs or farm
markets were already going cashless.
Instead of using WeChat’s currency, which is tied to a Chinese bank, Flushing’s residents can use a more local
currency to retain that economic spending in the community.
“In a place like Flushing, to be honest, we don’t need as much help with designing a community currency,” Kim
said. “A lot of local merchants do business here, live here, eat here. They keep recirculating their dollar organically
without us giving incentives to do so.”
This is where cryptocurrency comes in. Kim wants these currencies to be backed by blockchain technology,
which would decentralize the system, make peer-to-peer transactions safe and take any intermediaries out of the
equation.
Every transaction would be verified by peer-to-peer networks, so users can’t lie about how much money they
have or owe.
“It’s going to be on record, a permanent ledger, for eternity,” Kim said.
The lawmaker argued that type of system would actually make it easier for government to understand and
evaluate the local economy. He said instead of just regulating it, government should compliment its growth.
Community currencies could bump up against obstacles, especially from economists who question whether they
undermine the national currency. Kim asserted that they don’t, and there are thousands of examples to prove it.
“What they’ve proven is it actually compliments the dollar because we’re actually making our communities
robust from the bottom-up,” he said. “We’re not competing against the dollar. We’re actually complimenting the
growth of that dollar.”
Another barrier is getting community buy-in, which Kim acknowledged would be needed for a system like this to
be enacted. To that end, the assemblyman has been meeting with local chambers of commerce and business
improvement districts to sell the idea.
Kim is spending the rest of his time before the new legislative session starts in Albany meeting with as many
potential stakeholders as possible.
When he’s back in Albany, he will work to pass the two bills, both of which are in the Banks Committee now. Kim
said he already has a State Senate sponsor from Brooklyn.
While a measure like this may seem far off, the next economic crash could be around the corner. Local
communities can figure out innovative ways to defend their economies from going down with it.
“It’ll take some time for everyone to understand it and feel comfortable with it,” Kim said. “But I’m getting positive
feedback so far, especially from the younger generation. They’re all into it.”
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Eighty-one people died in traffic accidents through the first six months of the
year in New York City, the lowest-ever six-month period since records have been
held (1910). [The Queens Tribune, July 12, 2018—Record-low Traffic Fatalities Through First Half of 2018]
Also, in 2017, Queens had the fewest traffic fatalities ever!

[Curbed New York, January 8, 2018—NYC’s Pedestrian Fatalities Reach an all-time low in 2017]

Vision Zero’s push for lower speed, more enforcement and improved street
design all help to keep New Yorkers that much safer.
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