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Public Announcement Regarding the New York City Department of Sanitation’s Curbside 
Composting Service 

The New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY) will temporarily suspend curbside 
composting service beginning on Monday, May 4, 2020. The suspension is currently planned 
through June 30, 2021. During this time, residents are asked to discard food scraps and yard 
waste with their trash. Residents with questions about their collection schedules should contact 
311. 
 
Why is curbside composting service being suspended? 

On March 12, 2020, Mayor De Blasio declared a state of emergency in New York City in 
response to the global pandemic of COVID-19. The City has been required to divert all 
necessary resources to aid in the COVID-19 relief efforts. This crisis, and the resulting decrease 
in economic activity, have forced the City to make significant budget cuts to maintain emergency 
services and core municipal services. This suspension allows the City to divert resources to 
emergency COVID-19 response efforts. 

How will this affect the City’s commitment to expanding curbside composting service to 
all New Yorkers? 
 
DSNY understands that temporarily suspending curbside composting service delays our key 
sustainability goal of sending zero waste to landfills. When service resumes, we will make every 
reasonable effort to meet our goal of expanding curbside collection service. 
 
Is curbside composting service being suspended due to poor participation? 

No. Curbside composting service is being suspended to allow the City to divert resources to 
emergency COVID-19 response efforts and maintain core municipal services during this crisis. 

How will residents be notified once curbside composting service resumes? 

DSNY will notify elected officials, community boards, and residents when service resumes. 
Updates will be made to the Department’s website and social media pages.  Currently, the 
service suspension is planned through June 30, 2021.  

What should I do with my food scraps and yard waste while curbside composting service 
is suspended? 
 
Residents should discard food scraps, food-soiled paper, and yard waste with their trash.  Trash 
should be put out for collection in securely tied heavy-duty bags or leak proof receptacles with 
tightly fitting lids. Residents should set out their material at the curb after 4 p.m. but before 
midnight the evening before their collection day. 
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Where can I take my food scraps and yard waste during the curbside composting service 
suspension? 

All Food Scrap Drop-off Sites have been temporarily suspended as they require the public to 
leave their homes, which is against the social distancing recommendations put into place by the 
NYS Governor, NYC Mayor, and Health Departments. Once conditions allow for public 
gathering, DSNY will determine the feasibility of reopening certain Food Scrap Drop-off Sites. 

Residents are encouraged to make compost on their own if they have the space to do so. Learn 
how to compost by downloading PDFs of educational materials from nyc.gov/recyclingmaterials 
in the Food Scraps + Yard Waste section. If you have questions about setting up your own 
compost system, email nyccompostproject@dsny.nyc.gov. 

What should I do with my brown bin? Can it be returned or picked up by DSNY? 

This is a temporary suspension, and residents should keep their bins for when service resumes. 
Brown compost bins belong to the address they were originally delivered to. DSNY will not 
collect brown bins. After your last collection, use soap and water to clean your bin and place it in 
storage for when the program resumes. 

Where should I store my brown bin? 

Bins can be stored either inside or outside of your building. Some ideas for storage include your 
basement, behind your building, in a garage, or in a storage room. Place signage around your 
building to inform your neighbors that service is temporarily suspendeded and that no one 
should place food waste inside the brown bin. Do not leave your bins on the curb. 

What should I do if my brown bin is stolen? 

Your brown bin is your property. You should report theft of your brown bin as you would for any 
of your other belongings. DSNY will not replace brown bins during the service suspension. 

Can I still set out my brown bin for collection while curbside composting service is 
suspended? 

No. Any material setout in the brown bin on or after May 4th, 2020 will be collected as garbage.  

Will DSNY be offering seasonal leaf collection in fall 2020? 

No. Fall leaf collection will be suspended in fall 2020. 

Will DSNY be collecting Christmast trees in winter 2021? 

Yes, DSNY will still be collecting and composting Christmas trees this season. Visit 
nyc.gov/dsny towards the end of 2020 for service dates. 

I own/manage/live in an apartment building, what should I do now? 

Residents should put their food scraps and food-soiled paper in the garbage for the duration of 
the suspension. Place signage around your building to inform your neighbors that service is 
temporarily suspendeded and that no one should place food waste inside the brown bin.  
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How does this impact my regular trash and recycling collection? 

Collection for trash, and recycling of metal, glass, plastic, cartons, paper and cardboard are not 
impacted by this suspension. 

Is there anything I can do to help get curbside composting started again? 

We appreciate your support for curbside composting.  

While curbside composting is suspended, you can make compost at home. You can download 
PDFs of educational materials at: nyc.gov/recyclingmaterials. Compost education materials are 
located in the Food Scraps + Yard Waste section. We are not able to ship any DSNY materials 
at this time due to the City’s COVID-19 response. 

Email nyccompostproject@dsny.nyc.gov with questions about how to make your own compost.  

Won’t suspending curbside composting service lead to an increase in rodent activity? 

Residents can report rodent sightings, as well as conditions that might attract rodents to 
311.  Residents are encouraged to place their garbage into secure bins with lids to limit rodent 
activity. 


