September
COMMUNITY BOARD # 8 NEWSLETTER
BOARD MEMBERS BY AREA

DISTRICT OFFICE

OFFICERS

197-15 Hillside Avenue
Hollis, NY 11423-2126
Tel # (718) 264-7895
Fax # (718) 264-7910
E-Mail: qn08@cb.nyc.gov
Website: www.nyc.gov/queenscb8

CHAIRPERSON: Martha Taylor
1st VICE CHAIR: Michael Hannibal
2nd VICE CHAIR: Seymour Schwartz
3rd VICE CHAIR: (vacant)
EXEC. SECRETARY: Carolyn Brown
TREASURER: Harbachan Singh
BUDGET DIRECTOR: Marc A. Haken

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Honorable Barry Grodenchik - 23rd District
Honorable Rory Lancman - 24th District

BOROUGH PRESIDENT
Honorable Sharon Lee

STAFF
DISTRICT MANAGER: Marie Adam-Ovide
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Area 1 – Kew Gardens Hills
Mitch Lisker – (interim) CHAIR, Heather Bennett-Idels, Susan D. Cleary,
Florence Fisher, Joshua Glikman, Mitch Lisker, Jennifer Martin, Rabbi Shlomo
Nisanov, Simon Pelman and Jacob Weinberg
Area 2 – Briarwood
Seymour Schwartz - CHAIR, Carolyn Brown, Solomon Davydov, Allen
Eisenstein, John Gebhard, Elke Maerz, Wendy Phaff, Mohammad Rahman,
Charlton Rhee, Douglas Sherman and Albert Willingham
Area 3 - Hillcrest Estates & Jamaica Hills
Kevin Forrestal - CHAIR, Dilafroz Ahmed, Bhitihara-Martha Fulton, Paul
Lazauskas, Hersh Parekh and Frances Peterson
Area 4 – Flushing Heights, Flushing Suburban, Hillcrest
Jagir Singh Bains—CHAIR, Kenneth Cohen II, Steven Konigsberg,
Dilip Nath and Dr. Penny M. Stern
Area 5 – Georgetown Mews, Pomonok, Electchester, Flushing
Mary Maggio – CHAIR, Carolann Foley and Frank Magri
Area 6 – Utopia, Fresh Meadows, West Cunningham Park
Maria DeInnocentiis – CHAIR, James Gallagher, Jr., Robert Harris,
Tami Hirsch, Alan Ong and Tamara Osherov
Area 7 – Jamaica Estates & Holliswood
Howard Fried – CHAIR, Dr. Robert Block, Edward Chung, Howard A.
Fried, Marc A. Haken, Michael Hannibal, David Mordukaev, Jesse Rosenbaum,
Harbachan Singh, Martha Taylor and Mohammed Tohin

Be Safe! Wear a Mask! Stay Six Feet Apart!
It’s budget time!
In preparation for Community Board 8’s Budget requests for Fiscal Year 2022, we are requesting
that our community residents submit NEW items for the Capital and Expense Budget. The
Register for the Community Board 8 requests for the current fiscal year will be available online
for viewing on our website. If you do not have online access to view the current document, you
may pick up a copy at the office. Do contact us in advance, as we have a limited number of
copies.

Your recommendation can be submitted in writing by sending us a letter to our address above
and/or by writing an email to qn08@cb.nyc.gov. This being done in lieu of a virtual public
hearing. We understand that not everyone has access to the technology needed to participate via
Zoom. This will enable us to include more residents in the process.
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions.
Next Community Board 8 Meeting will be virtually on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.

https://zoom.us/j/91483589983?pwd=NzZ4V2dla3I1WnFFSzZrZlI5ZTJ2Zz09
Minutes of Board Meetings are available on our website: www.nyc.gov/queenscb8 within two weeks.

A Word from the District Manager...
Dear Resident,
Voting is not just the right of all adult citizens but their duty. If you are not registered or you have moved,
there is still time to register for the first time or to register at your new address. The registration form must
be received by October 14, 2020 . Feel free to stop by our office to pick-up a voter registration form. Once
registered, you have several options for voting this election season.
You can go in person during early voting [ from October 24th through November 1st]. You can vote in person
on election day [ Tuesday, November 3rd] polls are open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. If you are going to be out of
town or are concerned about the threat of COVID -19, you may opt to vote by absentee ballot. You may
request your ballot online https://nycabsentee.com .You may also request it by calling 1-866 VOTE NYC
or 1-866-868-3692. You may request it by mail. For your convenience, we have included an absentee ballot
application and the instructions (see Pages 3 –4). The absentee ballot request must be postmarked, emailed
(by PDF) or submitted online by October 27, 2020. Why wait,? Do so today!
Once you receive your ballot, please complete it and return it as soon as possible. Borough of Queens
Residents must send it to the Queens’ County Board of Elections located at 118-35 Queens Boulevard in

Forest Hills, NY 11375.
For more information, please call 1-866 VOTE NYC or 1-866 -868-3692. Please do make a plan to
vote this coming election. It takes more than City Hall to make New York City Great. It takes us all.

Sincerely,
Marie Adam-Ovide
P.S. If you would like an email version or to receive the Newsletter earlier, please
contact us at 718-264-7895 and provide your email address. This information is also
available on our website: www.nyc.gov/queenscb8.

More information on your right to vote
You lose your right to vote while you are in prison or on parole for a felony conviction. If you are convicted
of a felony and you are released from prison and are no longer on parole, you can vote. If you are convicted
of a felony and your sentence is suspended, you can vote. If you are convicted of a felony and there was no
prison sentence, you can vote. Your right to vote is automatically returned to you once you are out of state
prison and off of parole. All you have to do is register, or re-register to vote.
If you want to vote while you are still on parole for a felony conviction, you can get a Certificate of Relief
from Disabilities. Go to: https://www.nycourts.gov/courthelp/Criminal/CRD.shtml
All other criminal convictions do not take away your right to vote. So, misdemeanor and violation
convictions do not prevent you from voting even if you are serving time in jail.

https://www.nycourts.gov/courthelp/Criminal/votingConsequences.shtml
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NY State of Health is currently open for enrollment through September 15 because of
hardships faced by New Yorkers due to the Novel Coronavirus. And, many New Yorkers
will qualify for Medicaid, Child Health Plus or the Essential Plan due to loss of income/
employment or reduced wages. Those qualifying for these programs can enroll year-round.
Specifically, the following was recently announced:

Special Enrollment Period for uninsured New Yorkers to apply for coverage through
NY State of Health or directly to insurers extended through September 15, 2020
•

If you lost employer coverage, you must apply within 60 days of losing coverage;
because of loss of income, New Yorkers may also be eligible for Medicaid, the Essential
Plan, subsidized Qualified Health Plans or Child Health Plus.
•

Pursuant to the new federal law, Families First Coronavirus Response Act, that went into
effect on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, all Medicaid coverage in effect on the date the law
was enacted will continue during the COVID-19 emergency. Although some Medicaid
enrollees may have already received notices from NY State of Health that their coverage
will end on March 31, 2020, the coverage will not end, it will be continued. Any cases
terminated after March 18, 2020 during the period of the COVID-19 emergency will be
reinstated with no gap in coverage. Additionally, all Medicaid, Child Health Plus and
Essential Plan cases that are due for recertification during the COVID-19 emergency period
will be automatically renewed for a four-month period. The situation will be re-evaluated to
determine if additional changes need to be made.
•

The best way for consumers to receive assistance at this time is to phone a navigator or
other NY State of Health assistors for help. As always, they can call the Customer Service
Center at 1-855-355-5777. By visiting our website, www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov individuals
can find an enrollment assistor and receive enrollment assistance over the phone. We also
have a dedicated page on our website for Coronavirus and COVID-19 information.
https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/IPANavigatorSiteLocations
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/hx_brokerSearch
https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/IPANavigatorSiteLocations
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Queens Public Library UPDATE!!!
Effective September 1, 2020, the Queens Public Library will have the available services
at the following locations/branches:
• To-Go Service & Returns:
Bayside, Bellerose, East Elmhurst, Kew Gardens Hills, Laurelton, Long Island City
and Peninsula Library.
• Returns Only:
Astoria, Cambria Heights, Central Library, Flushing, Jackson Heights, Queensboro
Hill, Rego Park, Ridgewood and South Ozone Park Library.
For more information on the Library’s first phase of reopening, please go to:
http://connect.queenslibrary.org/6608

New Parking Rates / 2-hour Meters
Beginning October 1, 2020, all one-hour meters will be changed to 2-hour meters on a
borough-by-borough basis. The completion will be by mid-December. With that, the rate
for the first hour of parking will remain the same. However, the rate for the second hour
will be changed. All areas of Community Board 8 fall under Zone– 2. Please see the chart
below for the rates.
The Department of Transportation has advised the elected officials, community boards,
the press and social media. Additionally, motorists will be made aware of this on the app
and at the meter.
For more information go to:
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LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION (S)
Cheap Shots NY LLC
149-05 Union Turnpike, Flushing - Renewal of Full Liquor License
 Crazy Meat Corp.
189-09 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadows - Beer, and Cider License (NEW)


Any complaints about establishments with liquor licenses should be sent to Community Board 8 in
writing. Unless a signed, written notification is received at our office, we cannot follow up. You must
also include your address and telephone number.

DEMOLITION/EXCAVATION NOTICE

Block Party Permit Requests

The Mayor signed an Executive Order limiting Street
Activity Permits through September 30, 2020:

•
•
•
•
•

First, to prioritize public spaces for socially distant public
use (New York for New Yorkers).
Secondly, to support residents, businesses and community
organizations in utilizing low-scale, socially distant events
for socializing, recreation, and services.

Hear all about it!

Join the MTA for a virtual ZOOM presentation about the
on September 19, 2020.

80-51 188th Street — Garage
73-47 190th Street — Garage
73-18 181st Street — Garage
144-05 69th Road — Full Demo
81-13 190th Street — Partial Demo

line service changes that begin

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
They will talk about your travel options while there is no
service at Sutphin
Blvd. –Archer Ave. and Jamaica Center. They will explain how and why they are
completely replacing the track between these stations.
Get all the details and meeting link at: new.mta.info/jamaicatrackreconstruction
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September 2020
Community Board 8, Queens
Sun
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26

Virtual
Virtual
DEP/Sanitation
Monthly
Committee Mtg. Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

13

14

15
Virtual
Transportation
Committee
Mtg.
7:30 p.m.

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

“Empathy is not simply a matter of trying to imagine what others are going through, but having

the will to muster enough courage to do something about it. In a way, empathy is predicated
upon hope.” - Cornel West
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