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Area 1 – Kew Gardens Hills
Dr. Allen J. Bennett – CHAIR, Susan D. Cleary, Florence Fisher, Joshua
Glikman, Bright Limm, Mitch Lisker, Jennifer Martin, Rabbi Shlomo Nisanov,
Simon Pelman and Jacob Weinberg
Area 2 – Briarwood
Seymour Schwartz - CHAIR, Carolyn Baker-Brown, Allen Eisenstein,
John Gebhard, Elke Maerz, Wendy Phaff, Mohammad Rahman, Charlton Rhee,
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Mary Maggio – CHAIR, Carolann Foley, Frank Magri, Rachele Van Arsdale
and Stanley Weinblatt
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Maria DeInnocentiis – CHAIR, James Gallagher, Jr., Robert Harris,
Tami Hirsch and Tamara Osherov
Area 7 – Jamaica Estates & Holliswood
Howard Fried – CHAIR, Dr. Robert Block, Edward Chung, Howard A.
Fried, Marc A. Haken, Michael Hannibal, Jesse Rosenbaum, Harbachan Singh,
Martha Taylor and Mohammed Tohin

Are you counted? If not, go to:2020census.gov!
Community Board 8, Queens
(Webinar Meeting)

•

The Minutes of the April 22, 2020 Board Meeting were unanimously approved by 35 members.

•

Community Board 8 Officer Elections, Mary Maggio—Nominating Committee Chair
In accordance with the By-Laws of Community Board 8, CB8 Officer elections were held for all
positions.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Martha Taylor was re-elected Chairperson.
Michael Hannibal was elected 1st Vice-Chair.
Seymour Schwartz was re-elected 2nd Vice-Chair.
Stanley Weinblatt was elected for 3rd Vice-Chair.
Carolyn Baker-Brown was re-elected for Secretary.
Harbachan Singh was re-elected for Treasurer.
Continued on Page 2 →
The next CB8 meeting will be on Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. (Via Webinar)
https://zoom.us/j/95136120432?pwd=N051Q3M5NWZ3UlBnU2tyYm96U3FSUT09
Minutes of Board Meetings are available on our website: www.nyc.gov/queenscb8 within two weeks.

A Word from the District Manager …
Dear Community Board 8 Resident:
After nine consecutive years of hosting a health fair at Cunningham Park, regrettably, we are unable to
do host a health fair this year. We were so looking forward to having a blast for our tenth year.
Hopefully, next year we will have an all inclusive event about health, fitness, youth activities and more.
Stay tuned.

Please share this information with your friends and neighbors. It takes more than City Hall to make
New York City great, it takes us all!
Sincerely,
Marie Adam-Ovide
(Continued from Page1)

Honorable Councilman Rory Lancman - CM Lancman informed us that the City Council had started
their budget hearings via Zoom. It is estimated that the economy is projected to shrink by 6% and the
private sector employment will shrink by 15%. They are trying to deal with a $2.2B budget gap in this
fiscal year and then an anticipated $5B or more gap in Fiscal Year 2021 that starts on July 1st. He informed
everyone that the Mayor proposed steep cuts within the budget especially things that effect kids. Along
with other Council Members, they passed important bills protecting the restaurant industry and passed
legislation to protect small businesses. They are also protecting both commercial and residential tenants
from being discriminated against and harassed relating to COVID-19. They have been giving out masks

throughout the district. He informed everyone that they were able to pause the bioswales. Tomorrow they are doing a
virtual town hall meeting on civil legal services for people who might need assistance at 6:00 p.m. His office remains
open (virtually), anyone can reach out via telephone: (718) 217-4969.
Chairperson Martha Taylor – She announced that District Manager Marie Adam-Ovide signed the agreement
that is done every year. It was unanimously approved by the Executive Committee and Marie will stay with
Community Board 8 for another year. She thanked Marie and welcomed her aboard for another year.
CB8 received a notice from DDC that they were going to start installing bioswales in Jamaica Estates. She stated
that it was contradictory to everything that they agreed to do. She and Marie contacted several people and a few
Elected Officials. By the end of the day it was decided that they will pause the construction until further notice.
She stated that several residents stated that with the City’s budget cuts, the bioswales should not be installed. The
money for bioswales should be used for more important things. There were a few civic groups that were involved,
they are all against these bioswales and the way it was done.
Jesse Rosenbaum, Transportation Committee Chair - Community Board 8 received a request from a member
of the board to co-name the southwest corner of Utopia Parkway and Union Turnpike. The proposed co-naming is
St. John’s Way in honor of the University’s 150th Anniversary. The Transportation Committee voted in favor of
this co-naming. They received a letter of support from merchants. There were no opposition received from the
residents.
Count in favor

34

Opposed:

1

Abstained:

Board Member against: Susan Cleary.

2

0

Marc A. Haken, Budget Director – A week or two ago the Beacon Program at the Parsons School, Middle School 216 and Forest Hills Community House had a town hall meeting. He was asked to draft a letter
to the mayor asking to restore funds at least for some virtual summer youth employment jobs. He asked for
the board’s approval to send this letter. A copy of the letter was emailed to all Board Members.
Count in favor

35

Opposed:

0

Abstained:

0

Kevin Forrestal , Census 2020 Committee Co-Chair - Mr. Forrestal stated that despite of the COVID-19,
the Census has had a great turnout so far. He announced that the telephone self-response has been extended
and the door knocking campaign is expected to be done from July 31st to August 11th. There is a request
for Congress to delay the Census Bureau requirement and to give the finer report to the Department of
Commerce by the end of the year. There was a request for a 120-day extension.
Mr. Forrestal would like to see some real action (i.e. To try to get a constitutional amendment to allow a
more scientific approach to the census). He stated that you can use sampling which is more accurate and
would be a lot less expensive.

Health Minute with Dr. Penny Stern, Health Committee Chair:
Dr. Stern spoke about weight gain during quarantine. Staying at home 24/7 can bring on
many challenges. Here are some tips to help avoid putting on excess weight during this
time:
• Keep track of your daily eating habits. Choose three balanced meals a day. If you
are hungry between meals plan one or two snacks, two or three hours apart from
your meals.
• Home cooked meals are healthier. They are often lower in calories, fat, sodium
and sugar.
• Avoid grazing [a nibble here, a nibble there…). That adds up and causes you to lose track of how much
you are eating at the end of the day.
• Eat mindfully. That means before you eat something pause and ask yourself if you are physically hungry.
If the answer is no find something else to do to distract yourself.
• Leave the junk food in the store. If you don’t buy it, you can’t eat it.
• Eat healthy snacks. The best snacks are fresh fruit, nuts, string cheese, whole grain crackers, yogurt with
fresh fruit, etc.
• Stay hydrated. If you do not like water, try seltzer.
• There are a lot of hidden calories in alcohol. A lot of people have been drinking more than ever now
that they are home. If you drink a lot, you will gain a lot. So be sure to limit how much alcohol you
VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT
Under the Governor's Executive Orders:
To help prevent the community spread of COVID-19, all registered, eligible voters may apply to vote by
Absentee ballot for the June 23, 2020 elections. Voters affected by COVID -19 including the risk of
contracting the virus, should check the box "Temporary Illness" as the reason for requesting an
Absentee Ballot. The definition has been temporarily expanded to include those affected by COVID -19
and/or the potential of contracting the virus. Go to: https://nycabsentee.com/
Apply online or mail your application by June 16, 2020 or apply in person by June 22, 2020.
For more information, please call 1-866-VOTE-NYC
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As New York City Residents we must obey a gamut of regulations. We
realize that most residents want to do the right thing and obey the rules.
However, they often break them, as they are unaware of their existence.
So…

Did you know???
Retaining Walls
Pursuant to New York City Local Law 37 of 2008,
homeowners with retaining walls on their property must
submit a written report as described in section 103-09 of Title
1 of the Rules of the City of New York. The law requires all
properties with a retaining wall over ten (10) feet in height
fronting a public right of way, to report the condition of said
retaining wall to the Department of Buildings (“Department”)
every five (5) years.

There are a number of constituents who own homes with
retaining walls and received previous violations for failure to
submit this written report. Please note these violations do not
carry a penalty. Very soon, these homeowners will receive
letters from the Department notifying them of either one of
the following four dispositions:
A- The Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s New York
City Transit Agency (NYCTA) has accepted responsibility for
the maintenance of certain retaining walls along the Q, D, N,
B, M, 1, L, F, 7, and A subway lines throughout New York
City. Based on this development, the Department will remove
the violation.
B- A confirmation of the Department’s intent to remove the
violation, as the retaining wall is not subject to the reporting
requirements.
C- The homeowner must provide the Department with
additional information by submitting a Notice of Violation
Response (RWIP-11) form. This is completed if the owner
believes a violation was received in error.

D- The homeowner must provide the Department with a
completed structural assessment report of the retaining wall.
This is also known as the Technical Report (TR-16) form.
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LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION (S)
•

None received.

REMINDER
Any complaints about establishments with liquor licenses should be sent to Community Board 8
in writing. Unless a signed, written notification is received at our office, we cannot follow up. You
must also include your address and telephone number.

CITY PARKING RULES
The City suspends alternate side parking
regulations for both street cleaning purposes and
traffic flow, on legal and/or religious holidays.

DEMOLITION NOTICE/VACATE ORDER

Alternate side parking has been suspended
UNTIL June 7, 2020

NONE RECEIVED THIS MONTH

Parking meters are still in effect.

Community Board 8Q
The Jamaica Estates Association

Mask Distribution
Sunday, June 7, 2020
Cunningham Park (Near Parking Lot)
196th Place & Union Turnpike
10a.m. - Noon
Cover your mouth and nose.
Wash your hands. Maintain social distancing!
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June 2020

Community Board 8, Queens
Stay at Home!
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

21

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

VIRTUAL
Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Visit our website
for more
Information.

Bodhi Day

Reminder
Mail your
absentee
ballot!

28

“Any fool can have a child. That doesn’t make you a father. It’s the courage to raise a child that
makes you a father.” Barack Obama
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