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Pathways to Carbon Neutral NYC: 

                                                            Modernize, Reimagine, Reach 
 

   
New York City’s most comprehensive decarbonization analysis to-date 
proves achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 is possible. 

  
 

   
  REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 

Achieving carbon neutrality is possible with 
today’s technologies and will require shifting 
investments across all sectors to maximize 
emissions reductions. Key findings include:  
 
Advancing energy efficiency in nearly every 
building will be necessary, as will ensuring half  
of all buildings execute deep energy retrofits. 

 

Delivering electrified transport and reduced 
dependence on cars will unlock significant 
emissions and health benefits, saving New Yorkers 
$2 billion in avoided health costs in 2050. This will 
require nearly 1 million electric vehicle chargers 
across the City. 

 
Installing efficient electrified heating and cooling 
for buildings reduces on-site pollutants and 
improves comfort. Conversions to electric heating 
are anticipated in up to 600,000 buildings in NYC. 

 
Securing a 100% clean grid is critical to achieving 
our goals. By 2040, we must shift from a grid that is 
over 85% fossil today, to one without fossil power 
generation, through adoption of offshore wind, 
hydro, and storage. Reducing peak energy use 
through energy efficiency and managed car 
charging will be key for the electric grid. 

 
WHAT NYC IS DOING 
The City has implemented a strong foundation 
of landmark policies and programs, which 
include: 

 
Delivering our nation-leading building energy 
efficiency law (LL 97), PACE financing, and the 
NYC Accelerator, which help buildings invest in 
energy efficiency and electrification. 
 
Staying at the forefront of clean fleet policies 
with the largest municipal electric fleet in the 
nation and a commitment for an all-electric 
fleet by 2040. 
 

Passing NYC’s solar mandates for buildings, 
advancing efforts to procure Canadian 
hydropower, and securing investments to 
support a Brooklyn offshore wind hub are 
driving clean energy additions to the grid 

 
 
WHAT IS NEXT? 
It is clear more actions will be needed to 
support the scale and pace of our clean 
energy transition.  NYC will use the findings from 
this report and other analyses to develop its 
Long-Term Energy Plan, which will identify 
strategies and actions to accelerate our path 
to carbon neutrality.

 
 

What this means for New York City 
The transformation of the way we use energy—and the energy systems 
that deliver it—will bring cleaner air, healthier communities, and more 
comfortable homes and streets. It also provides a generational opportunity 
to address past environmental inequities and reshape the economic 
landscape for all New Yorkers.  
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