NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEP)
CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2014 - 7:00 PM

The Croton Facility Monitoring Committee (CFMC) met on Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at
the DEP Office, 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467.

Welcome

The meeting was called to order by the Chair Father Richard Gorman at 7:15 pm.
Attending, in addition to Fr. Gorman, were CFMC members Hector Aponte, Bronx
Borough Commissioner Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR); Wilhelm Ronda,
Representative of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Robert Fanuzzi, outgoing Chair of
Community Board #8; Shane Ojar, Representative of Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), members of the public, city agencies, and the press. (Attendance list is
Attachment 1)

Adoption of Agenda
The agenda was adopted after the addition of an item for DPR to provide an update on
the jogging path around Jerome Park Reservoir (JPR). (Attachment 2)

Adoption of Minutes
With a minor modification to each, the CFMC adopted the minutes of April 22 and May

27, 2014 upon a motion to adopt by Mr. Fanuzzi, seconded by Mr. Ronda. As he was not
present at the May meeting, Mr. Aponte abstained from voting to adopt the May 27"
meeting minutes.

Croton Construction and Costs
There were no comments or questions on the April Croton costs report which had been
sent to the CFMC on June 20™.

May’s Croton costs report was distributed at the June meeting, and there were no
questions or comments about the May costs report except for the often-requested
suggestion that DEP reprogram the unspent Croton force main funds under CRO-312FM
to be used for a pedestrian bridge over the Major Deegan Expressway. (Attachment 3)

Because Bernard Daly, DEP, was away, Vincent Moorehead, DEP, provided the update
on construction. (Attachment 4)

First, Mr. Moorehead reported on the work at the Van Cortlandt Park (VCP) site:
Construction is continuing at the DEP entrance driveway on the DEP police booth and
canopy. The second entrance to the VCP site at 213 Street and Jerome Avenue is almost

complete.

Gabion and retaining walls installation continues. Green roof foam, soil and seeding are
nearly complete. Exterior finishes are being applied to the above-ground structures.



Startup and testing of equipment in the plant was completed in mid-March, 2014. Test
operations are now underway by DEP’s operating bureau, and they will continue through
the end 0of 2014. Electrical work on the fire suppression and alarm systems inside the
plant, as well as electrical work in the above-ground structures, and the security systems
throughout the plant is underway. Startup and testing of fire suppression systems and
plumbing systems are underway. HVAC equipment, ductwork and piping inside the
plant are in startup and testing mode. Installation of HVAC equipment and piping in the
above-ground structures continues.

Next, Mr. Moorehead gave the status of the Off-Site work at Jerome Park Reservoir and
at Gate House No. 1:

Work is complete in the Shaft and Meter Chamber. At Gate House No. 1 the plan for
permanent electric power has been developed and a change order for this work is in
negotiations. Fencing around the Gate House will begin soon. Work at Gate House No.
2, No. 3 and No. 6 is complete. At Gate House No. 5 work continues on the entry point
monitoring system and the retaining wall outside Gate House No. 5. At Gate House No.
7 abatement around the windows is complete and new windows will be installed shortly.
Underground work at Gate House No.7/Shaft 3 has required closure of part of an
eastbound lane at Sedgwick Avenue. Demolition work in Shaft 3 is underway, and the
abatement work is complete.

The contractor is readying for demolition of the Microstrainer Building, which is
expected to occur in late summer. The contractor is obtaining permits to remove the
Demonstration Filter Plant foundation slab and that work is projected to be underway
later in the fall.

Karen Argenti, Bronx Council on Environmental Quality, and Gary Axelbank, area
resident, questioned and objected to the new design work at various Gate Houses
proposed by DEP and brought to Community Board #8 and the Public Design
Commission. Ms. Argenti and Mr. Axelbank commented on various other matters
related to Croton. Ms. Argenti asked when the wall surrounding the shaft and meter
chamber would come down and when grass would be planted. Mr. Moorehead said it
was not the season to plant grass.

In response to the CFMC’s agenda item regarding an update about the VCP Golf Club
House schedule, the Department of Design and Construction (DDC), although not present
at the meeting, submitted a statement (A¢ttachment 5). Fr. Gorman requested that DDC
attend the September CFMC meeting to further expand on the landscaping plan and
schedule.

Fr. Gorman requested that DDC send information to the CFMC before the September
CFMC meeting, and he said that in advance the CFMC will provide a list of the
information they are requesting from DDC.

In response to the CFMC’s agenda item regarding an update about tree removal and the
replanting of trees at JPR, Mr. Aponte and Mr. Ojar said the two agencies are continuing



their negotiations about the payment for trees removed from DEP property and the
replanting costs for new trees. Ms. Argenti said the Public Design Commission should
not approve the DEP design for the JPR Gate Houses until new trees are planted at JPR
and in the community. Bob Bender, Community Board #8, recommended that the
agencies separate the agreed-to portion of the JPR trees removal/replacement costs from
current negotiations. By doing that, DPR can receive payment from DEP for the costs
that both agencies concur with, and DPR can get new trees planted in the fall planting
season. Negotiations between DEP and DPR can continue on the disputed trees’
payment. Fr. Gorman said that he and Mr. Bender will ask Council Member Cohen to
bring the issue - getting new trees planted as soon as possible — to the City Council Parks
Committee for their oversight. Mr. Fanuzzi requested that Community Board #8
representatives and DPR officials take a walk through JPR and the surrounding area to
identify new tree placement opportunities.

Old Business — DPR jogging path project
Mr. Aponte and Andrew Penzi, DPR, said that the contractor currently has ten workers

on site for construction of the jogging path project. DPR requested additional workers
supplement those on site now to help improve the construction schedule, and the
contractor has agreed. Because the work requires considerable hand excavation primarily
around tree roots, the excavation is taking longer than anticipated.

DPR understands that the public wants the playground to be reopened as soon as
possible. Although Mr. Penzi last reported that project completion should occur in
August, his current estimate is that the work will take longer. In response to public
requests, DPR asked the contractor to finish the park area from the playground entrance
up to the basketball court immediately so these areas can open for public use in July and
then to phase the remainder of the work south of and including the basketball court. The
public is also anxious to have the dog run available; however, it will not open in July.
Mr. Bender urged DPR to get as much of the project area open as soon as possible. Mr.
Fanuzzi expressed appreciation to Messrs. Aponte and Penzi for responding to
Community Board #8’s requests and concerns, and repeated the hope that the playground
and dog run will soon be available. With respect to the jogging path itself, a resident of
Sedgwick Avenue said that she thought the track was to be designed so it can handle
wheeled vehicles. Mr. Aponte said that the jogging path is too narrow for sharing by
both wheeled vehicles and joggers. There was a brief discussion about the original
Jerome Park Conservancy’s Master Plan that envisioned the public’s use of the JPR
pathway inside the reservoir’s fences. Mr. Axelbank said the JPR is very important to the
community and the stakeholders, and DEP should meet with local residents to agree on
places where JPR can be accessible to the community.

New Business - Croton Filter Plant Presentation, Ms. Argenti

Ms. Argenti showed slides regarding her concerns about landscaping design, park
alienation, groundwater maintenance and management, topographic details and elevation
of the green roof, the entrance to the VCP site at Bainbridge and Jerome for the sole use
of DEP, and the second entrance at Jerome and 213 Street. Ms. Argenti also asked for a
tour. See Attachment 6 for the two slide presentations.




In addition to Ms. Argenti’s presentation, Messrs. Bender, Axelbank, Aponte and Ojar
talked about the agencies’ responsibilities for maintenance of various parts of the
property, and the status of various Memoranda of Understanding between DEP and DPR.

Fr. Gorman requested that a letter from the NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer to DEP
Commissioner Emily Lloyd about JPR public access be added to the June minutes
(Attachment 7). Fr. Gorman said the public should give Fr. Gorman any additional items
about public access that he will submit to the Comptroller for follow up so Mr. Stringer
can pursue them with DEP.

Fr. Gorman said that Robert Solomon continues to send to the CFMC copies of his letters
to DEP and other parties. He also copies members of the public on his correspondence.
Fr. Gorman said that Solomon’s safety issues should be answered by DEP, and that Fr.
Gorman will consult with Mr. Ojar concerning DEP’s responses to Mr. Solomon ahead of
the September CFMC meeting because, unless there is information to the contrary from
DEP, he believes that Mr. Solomon’s allegations need to be publicly addressed. Mr. Ojar
said much has already transpired between DEP and Mr. Solomon. Fr. Gorman said the
Solomon allegations and refutations should be transparent, and the CFMC wants to
provide the transparency.

Mr. Fanuzzi said that, although he is leaving the CFMC as Community Board #8’s
representative, he has had many good experiences as a CFMC member, and he thanked

everyone.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.
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Agenda

Attachment 2

Croton Facility Monitoring Committee Meeting

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 — 7:00 PM
DEP Office — 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx NY 10467 - (718) 231-8470

I Welcome and Chair’s Call to Order

II Consider, Adopt June CFMC Agenda

III Consider, Adopt 5/27/14 Meeting Minutes
& Consider, Adopt 4/22/14 Meeting Minutes

IV Update on Croton Construction & Costs at
Van Cortlandt Park & Jerome Park Reservoir

VCP Golf Club House Schedule
Additional JPR Tree Removal

V Discussion - Old Business
Update on Jogging Path Project

VI Discussion - New Business

Presentation about Croton Filter Plant

VII CFMC Discussion &.Set Date for September
CFMC Meeting

VIII Adjourn

Father Richard Gorman

CFMC Representatives

CFMC Representatives
CFMC Representatives

Vincent Moorehead, DEP

CFMC Representatives & the Public
Andrew Penzi, DPR
CFMC Representatives & the Public

Karen Argenti

CFMC Representatives
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Attachment 5

Holstein, Martha
I e e e eSS — ]

From: Holstein, Martha

Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 2:31 PM

To: Adalina2000 (adalina2000@aol.com); acohen@council.nyc.gov; fanuzzir@stjohns.eduy;
wronda@bronxbp.nyc.gov; ‘hector.aponte@parks.nyc.gov'; 'Ojar, Shane’

Cc: Father Gorman; ‘'vmoorehead@dep.nyc.gov'; Farrell, Thomas

(Thomas.Farrell@cbi.com); 'rezeanuta@ddc.nyc.gov'; arnef@dep.nyc.gov;
asandler@council.nyc.gov; andrew.penzi@parks.nyc.gov
Subject: Croton Filter Plant CFMC Agenda for June 24

Dear Croton FMC Representative,

Tatiana Rezeanu, who is managing the Croton landscaping for DDC, sent the information below. She cannot, however,
be at tonght’s meeting.

Sincerely,

Martha

From: Rezeanu, Tatiana (DDC) [mailto:RezeanuTa@ddc.nyc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 2:11 PM

To: Holstein, Martha; Clough, Rebecca (DDC)
Cc: 'arnef@dep.nyc.gov'; eric.johnson@grimshaw-architects.com; Brotherton, Richard (DDC)
Subject: RE: Croton Filter Plant CFMC Agenda for June 24

Dear Martha,

Regretfully, we cannot attend this meeting,

At present time the work to finalize the phase [V of CWT construction documents is very complex and very intensc,
Please inform the FMC members the following :

- the cost estimates for the golf club done by designer and CM are being reconciled. We are also working to value enginecring some
design features. We will have a more precise amount afler the procurement of the GC, expected by the end of this year.

- the construction of the club house and surrounding landscape is projected to last 30 month afler DEP vacate the site by spring 2015.
- for the new entrance at 213 Street we have all approvals and will be done by DEP before phase IV construction start.

- additional tree removal is closcly monitored by DPR and as of today we don’t have an updated site survey for this matter. However
new removals are not expected and we have provision to protect all existing trees during construction.

We will be happy to share with you more precise details soon, at the end of design documents.

Very truly yours,

Tatiana Rezeanu, RA

Sr. Design Project Manager
30-30 Thomson Avenue, LIC
NY 11101, Tel.718.391.1850

RezeanuTa@ddc.nyc.gov
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THE CIT\ OF NEW Y ORrRK
OFrFice ofF THE COMPTROLLER
ScoTt M. STRINGER

June 5, 2014

Emily Lloyd

Commissioner

Department of Environmental Protection
59-17 Junction Boulevard

Queens, NY 11373

Decar Commissioner Lloyd,

I am writing to request a meeting with you regarding issues related to the redevelopment of the Jerome
Park Reservoir.

Since 1999, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) have worked together to redevelop the Jerome Park Reservoir as part of the greater
development of the Croton Water Filtration Plant project. However, due to construction delays and
changing timelines from DEP and DPR, public access to the reservoir has been delayed and remains
unclear how much access the community will have once the work in the Reservoir has been completed.

While part of this project has included the construction of a jogging path along the secondary fence
surrounding the reservoir, it is unclear what the rationale is for preventing access to the inner roadwax,
especially considering that water from the Reservoir is treated off site at the Croton Water Treatment
Plant. Also local stakeholders have questioned the necessity of DEP’s removal of over 180 City trees
from the Reservoir and want to know if DEP has any plans to replace them.

Given the delays on construction of this project, providing the community with the full benefits of a
rehabilitated Reservoir and creating a plan with DPR for restoring the trees removed would go a long way
towards addressing the residents’ concerns.

Thank you very much for your assistance on this matter. | look forward to discussing these concerns with
you and working together to better inform and serve the residents of the Bronx.

i

gtong Sthn{,cr J
New York City Comptroller

Cc: Hon. Ruben Diaz, Jr.. Bronx Borough President
Hon. JefTrey Dinowitz, New York State Assembly Member, 81* District
lon. Andrew Cohen, New York City Council Member, 11" District

r. Robert Fanuzzi, Chairperson, Bronx Community Board 8
Fr. Richard Gorman, Chairperson, Bronx Community Board 12

MunicipaL BuitpiNg ¢ 1 CeNTRE STREET, ST Froor ¢ New York, NY 10007
ProNe: (212) 669-3500 + @SCOTTMSTRINGER
WWW,.COMPTROLLER.NYC.GOV
o



