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Permits for the Brewer, Baker, or

Maple Syrup Maker

hether you fish or boat,
farm, or tap sugar maple
trees on upstate water-

shed lands; or own a boiler, brew-
ery, or bakery in Brooklyn, DEP may
be a required stop for getting a per-
mit and other regulatory approvals.
Whether to tap into a main, use a
hydrant, handle asbestos, or to go
snow shoeing in the watershed
there is a permit available to New
Yorkers.

Section Chief for Natural Resourc-
es Management Paul Lenz, in DC
Paul Rush’s Bureau of Water Sup-
ply, sees the permit process at work
in the watershed. Water supply res-
ervoirs and lands are open to the
public for low-impact recreational
activities when compatible with
Water Supply protection, and DEP
issues Recreational Access Permits
for recreational use of its lands des-
ignated “entry by permit.” Permits
are good for 5 years and can be
obtained through DEP’s website or
through the Access Permit Office.
There are currently over 117,000

valid Access Permits. DEP also is-
sues Boat Tags to people who have
a valid Access Permit and want to
place a rowboat for fishing on City
reservoirs. Users must keep the
Tag current and DEP uses it to track
and manage the number of boats
on each reservoir. Revocable land
use permits are also issued to mu-
nicipalities, utilities, non-profits, and
individuals for uses that are com-
patible with water quality protec-
tion and do not interfere with BWS
operations. There are currently
over 1,100 active permits including
those that serve the “greater public
good” like utility transmission lines,
water supply and sewer infrastruc-
ture and recreation-related permits.

(Continued on reverse side)

Spotlight on Safety

March is Workplace Eyes Health & Safety Month!

Keep Your Eyes on Safety

In 2004, eye injuries accounted for
45 percent of all head injuries in the
workplace. The good news is that
90 percent of eye injuries can be
prevented with appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE).

The typical eye injury results from
the eye being rubbed or abraded
by foreign matter, such as metal
chips, dirt particles, and splinters,
or by these types of items striking
the eye. These injury events result-
ed commonly in surface wounds,
such as abrasions, scratches, and

embedded foreign bodies (splinters
and chips).

e The recommended PPE are
spectacles with side protection,
goggles, and face shields.

e Face shields should only be
worn over primary eye protection
(spectacles or goggles).

e Eye and face protection should
be designed and used so that it
both provides adequate ventila-
tion and protects the wearer from
splash entry.

Be wise and protect your eyes. It’s
the last pair you have. (3

At DEP, everyone is responsible for safety. If you or anyone on your team is concerned about your
working conditions, it’s okay to ask your supervisor or your bureau’s EHS liaison how they can help. If
you've still got questions, you can call the EHS Employee Concerns Hotline. It’s DEP’s responsibility to
acknowledge and fix unsafe situations, procedures, and practices. With your help, we’ll not only get
the job done, we’ll make it safer for ourselves, our coworkers, our families, and our city.

CALL (800) 897-9677 OR SEND A MESSAGE THROUGH PIPELINE. HELP IS ON THE WAY.
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Commissioner’s Corner

This morning, we opened
a new microbiology labora-
tory at the Newtown Creek
Wastewater Treatment Plant
that will enable us to consoli-
date bacteriological analy-
ses for all 14 of the City’s
wastewater treatment plants
as well as testing of ambient
water bodies like Jamaica
Bay. | was joined by Council
Member Stephen Levin, DC
for Wastewater Treatment
Vinny Sapienza, Plant Su-
perintendent Jim Pynn, and
Dr. Egbert Lord who heads
the new lab. This microbiol-
ogy lab is a key component
of our efforts to monitor and
improve ambient water qual-
ity Citywide. ()

Yesterday, Chief Financial
Officer Steve Lawitts and |
testified before the New York
City Council Committee on
Environmental Protection
about the Fiscal Year 2011
Preliminary Budget. | talked
about the unprecedented
amount of construction that
BEDC and all of our operat-
ing Bureaus have underway
to improve and maintain our
water and wastewater infra-
structure, even as we contin-
ue to supply, distribute, and
treat the more than 1 billion
gallons of water that New
Yorkers use every day. Our

challenge is to continue
to improve services in
these difficult econom-
q ic times by doing more
with less.

On Friday, DC for
Sustainability ~ Carter
Strickland, DC for En-
vironmental  Planning
and Analysis Angela
Licata and I met with Colo-
nel John Boulé and his team
from the Army Corps of En-
gineers to discuss the many
projects we are working on
together and our priorities
for the next four years—in-
cluding Jamaica Bay and the
entire Hudson River Raritan
Estuary. The Army Corps is
one of our strongest partners
and we look forward to future
collaboration for ecological
restoration and increased
productivity of our harbor
waters.

Finally, on last Thursday, |
stopped in at the retirement
celebration for five long-
time members of the BWT
team, who have a combined
156 years of service at DEP.
We’ll be sorry to see them
go, but we thank them for
the tremendous work they
did over long and distin-
guished careers: STW, Nick
Cartesio (34 years); STW
Sam Carannante (26 years);
SSTW Jim Henry (30 years);
SSTW Frank Tommasini
(36 years); and SEE John
Carbonella (30 years). |
hope these DEP alums will
come back to Lefrak for a
visit—perhaps in the grit
chamber.

Milestones

Congratulations to Anthony Giannone, BWT, who has 50
years of service at DEP, Hari Bhagtani, BEDC, 41 years,
Lourdes Martinez, BEDC, Vincent Masullo, BEC, Ricardo
Orengo, BEDC, Lawrence (Sam) Somerville, HR&A, and
Irina Veytsman, BWSO, all with 30 years of service.


http://pipeline/subsections/health_and_safety/email_form/index.php
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/microbiology_lab.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/testimony/fy2011_preliminary_budget_03082010.shtml
http://pipeline/subsections/health_and_safety/pdf/personal_protective_equipment/PPE_Att_D_Rev_1.pdf

Focus on the Field

Cas Asks

askcas@dep.nyc.gov @

Every year by March 1 regu-
lated facilities in New York City
that process, store, handle or
use hazardous substances and
regulated toxic substances at or
above the City’s threshold quan-
tities must file a Facility Inventory
Form (FIF), listing each chemical
present in the facility during the
preceding calendar year and file
on DEP’s web-based system, or
submit by mail. This is to com-
ply with the City’s Community
Right-to-Know (RTK) Law, which
protects the health and safety of
the public, workers, emergency
responders, and the environ-
ment. DEP uses FIF data for its
Citywide Facility Inventory Da-
tabase (CFID). “The data is also
used by emergency respond-
ers of other agencies,” said
Emmanuel Brutus, Environ-
mental Engineer, RTK Supervi-
sor, Division of Emergency Re-
sponse & Technical Assessment,
Bureau of Police & Security, un-
der DC Kevin McBride. He add-
ed, “When extremely hazardous

materials (EHS) are present in
facilities above federal threshold
quantities, a Risk Management
Plan (RMP) must also be filed
with DEP.” (In 2009, RTK regis-
tered 300 active RMP facilities in
the City.)

DEP inspectors schedule daily
site visits to utilities; industrial
and commercial facilities, ho-
tels, businesses, dry cleaners,
auto body/repair shops, funeral
homes, others. (In FY2009 5,386
inspections were conducted;
265 Notices of Violation (NOVs)
were issued, down from 586 in
FY2008.) Emmanuel explained,
“A ‘walk-through’ is the most
important part of a facility visit.
The inspector focuses on safety,
prevention, and the potential for
spills and accidental releases.
If an NQV is issued, most own-
ers accept it, and replace a
chemical(s) out of compliance,
with one(s) in compliance. Such
change makes for a safer and
more sustainable environment.”

Emmanuel, who hails from Hai-
ti, extends his expertise to the
Haiti Verte Foundation, which
addresses  deforestation  is-
sues. Recently, providing Haitian
earthquake victims with safe
drinking water has been its high-
est priority.

DEP: Then & Now

This week | have a question for all of you. What’s the one thing that
everyone should know about DEP but doesn’t? Please send your
responses to the Ask Cas email address above and we’ll print the
best responses in upcoming issues.

Did You Know?

.... three upcoming movies were recently filmed at the Newtown
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. FAIR GAME - starring Naomi
Watts and Sean Penn; SALT - starring Angelina Jolie and Liev Sch-
reiber; and WALL STREET 2 - starring Michael Douglas, Carey Mul-
ligan, Josh Brolin and Shia LaBeouf. Look for the trailers in your
neighborhood and maybe there will be a new category at next year’s
Academy Awards: Best Performance by a Wastewater Treatment

Plant.

(Permits... - continued)

Permits and other approvals for
construction activities in the wa-
tershed that comply with Wa-
tershed Regulations are issued
by the Regulatory & Engineer-
ing Programs under Division
Chief Matt Warne. Activities
reviewed include residential
septic systems (SSTS), waste-
water treatment plants (WWTP),
sewage collection and sewer
systems, service connections
and discharges to sewer sys-
tems, discharge from agricul-
tural activities and construction
of a house or other structure
adjacent to a stream or water-
course. “Our regulatory pro-
grams staff works closely with
the watershed community to
ensure quality projects are de-
signed and constructed to meet
our Watershed Rules and Regu-
lations," stated Matt Warne.

In New York City, Kevin
Milosky, Director of Field Of-
fice Operations in DC Joe
Singleton’s Bureau of Cus-
tomer Services, manages a field
office in the each of the five bor-
oughs. The main permits issued
by his group are for water meter
installation, sewer connections,
dewatering (typically for exca-
vation projects), and fire hydrant
use. Fire hydrant use includes
use by construction compa-
nies, street fair organizers, and
motion picture companies that
prefer street scenes with wet
sidewalks and streets.

Following up on the initiative to
streamline the permitting pro-
cess for businesses that Mayor
Bloomberg announced in his
State of the City Address, DEP
is introducing online permitting,

Tl?€7/l.' In 1976, the Manhattan
Pump Station (13th St. & Ave. D)
was placed into service with 5 main
wastewater pumps, equipped with
a 1,500 horsepower motor capable
of providing a flow of 70,000 GPM
about 110 MGD. The structure
contained only one story about 35
feet above the street surface.

N 0. The upgraded facility is
the largest wastewater pump sta-
tion in the City with an increased
capacity to 400 mgd. Itis equipped
with five main wastewater pumps,
each of which is powered by a
2,500 horse power motor and
is capable of conveying 70,000
' =>4 gallons per minute. The facility
pumps combined sewage from parts of Manhattan through a tunnel
beneath the East River to the Newtown Creek plant for treatment.
The upgraded facility rises 114 feet above street level, and includes
screening equipment, odor controls, and emergency generators.

as well as participating in sev-
eral inter-agency projects on
regulatory review.

"We have just completed an
amendment to the regulations,
which will strengthen our abil-
ity to protect the watershed.”

Relief Efforts for Earthquake Victims

Donations may be made through the Mayor’s Fund to Advance
New York City, which will direct 100% of your donations to emer-
gency relief organizations directly serving victims of the Haitian
and Chilean earthquakes.

You can send a check or donate directly on line by visiting their
website at www.nyc.gov/fund.

Corrections
Commissioner's Corner: last paragraph, "...with support from the

capital teams at BEDC and in every 'bureau'" not "every 'borough'"
as printed.

We welcome your feedback! To submit an
announcement or suggestion, please email us at:
newsletter@dep.nyc.gov. @
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