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NEW YORK CITY CONSISTENCY ASSESSMENT FORM ATTACHMENT 

 

 

Listed below are questions on the Consistency Assessment Form that a “Yes” response was 

provided.  Under each question number is a discussion of the applicable New York City LWRP 

policies and the project’s consistency with that policy.   

 

QUESTION 9: ARE THERE ANY WATERFRONT STRUCTURES, SUCH AS PIERS, 

DOCKS, BULKHEADS OR WHARVES, LOCATED ON THE PROJECT SITES? 

 

Policy 2 – Support water-dependent and industrial uses in New York City coastal areas 

that are well-suited to their continued operation. 

 

There are bulkheads along the north, east and west portions of the Gowanus Canal adjacent 

to the Gowanus Facilities site.  The upgrade of the Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system 

and wastewater pumping station would involve existing facilities, none of which would 

impact bulkheads.  

 

The proposed interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would be installed as a temporary 

measure to maintain water quality in the Gowanus Canal during the construction period of 

the proposed action.  The interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would be removed after the 

Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system upgrade is complete and operational, thus having no 

long-term effects on the bulkheads. 

 

It should be noted that the entire proposed action is aimed at improving the water quality in 

the Gowanus Canal and facilitating re-development of water-related uses along the Canal 

over the long-term.  The purpose of the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS is to maintain 

dissolved oxygen levels in the Gowanus Canal during the construction period in order to 

maintain the water quality at levels consistent with its NYSDEC water quality classification 

and proposed best use.   

 

QUESTION 13: WOULD THE ACTION INVOLVE MINING, DREDGING, OR DREDGE 

DISPOSAL, OR PLACEMENT OF DREDGED OR FILL MATERIALS IN COASTAL 

WATERS?    

 

Policy 2.3 – Encourage working waterfront uses at appropriate sites outside the 

Significant Maritime and Industrial Areas. 

 

The proposed interim canal aeration/centralized OTS is a temporary system that would be 

removed after completion of the proposed action.  The purpose of the interim canal 

aeration/centralized OTS is to maintain dissolved oxygen levels and current water quality in 

the Gowanus Canal during the period when the Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system 

would be shut-down during the construction of the proposed action.  The proposed action is 

designed to reduce combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and to maintain/improve water quality 

in the Gowanus Canal, which is essential to ensure reasonably foreseeable development of 

future working waterfront uses. 
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Policy 3.1 – Support and encourage recreational and commercial boating in New York 

City's maritime centers. 

 

This policy involves recreational and commercial boating. As the proposed action would not 

affect recreational or commercial boating, the policy is not applicable. 

 

Policy 4 – Protect and restore the quality and function of ecological systems within the 

New York City coastal area.  

 

The goal of the upgrade of the Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system is to increase the 

reliability of the flushing with the aim of improving the water quality in the Gowanus Canal 

over the long-term. The proposed interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would be installed 

as a temporary measure while the Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system is deactivated. The 

interim canal aeration/centralized OTS, which would maintain dissolved oxygen levels in the 

Gowanus Canal during construction, would be removed after the proposed Gowanus Canal 

flushing tunnel system upgrade is complete and operational.  Upon reactivation of the 

Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system, dissolved oxygen levels can be maintained without 

the operation of the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS. 

 

Policy 5.3 – Protect water quality when excavating or placing fill in navigable waters 

and in or near marshes, estuaries, tidal marshes, and wetlands.  

 

The installation of the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would meet all state permit 

requirements, including those associated with the Protection of Waters and Tidal Wetlands 

for disturbance of bed or banks of waters of the state (Protection of Waters) and construction 

in a littoral zone (Tidal Wetlands) associated with the placement of concrete “anchors” that 

would hold the HDPE pipe in place.  The interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would be 

installed as a temporary measure and all equipment and structures associated with it would be 

removed after the construction of the proposed action is complete. 

 

Policy 6.3 – Protect and preserve non-renewable sources of sand for beach 

nourishment. 

 

This policy involves non-renewable sources of sand for beach nourishment. As the proposed 

action would not involve sand resources or beach property, the policy is not applicable. 

 

QUESTION 21: WOULD THE ACTION INVOLVE ANY ACTIVITY IN OR NEAR A TIDAL 

OR FRESHWATER WETLAND?  

 

Policy 4.2 – Protect and restore tidal and freshwater wetlands. 

 

The Gowanus Canal is classified an LZ Tidal Wetland (littoral zone) on the official 

NYSDEC Tidal Wetlands Maps, which, technically, is included in the tidal wetlands 

classification. The bulkhead around the Gowanus Canal marks the boundary of the littoral 

zone. There are no vegetated tidal or freshwater wetlands in the Gowanus Canal.  There are 
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no coastal fresh marshes; intertidal marshes; coastal shoals, bars or flats; or high marshes or 

salt meadows. The upgrade of the Gowanus Canal flushing tunnel system and wastewater 

pumping station would take place landward of the bulkhead and would not impact the littoral 

zone.  As a conservative measure, the NYCDEP has applied for a NYSDEC Tidal Wetlands 

Permit. 

 

As stated above, the purpose of the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS is to maintain 

water quality (i.e., dissolved oxygen levels) in the Gowanus Canal during the construction 

period for the proposed action.  Indeed the purpose of the entire proposed action is to reduce 

combined sewer overflows (CSOs) to the Gowanus Canal and improve overall water quality 

conditions.  Good water quality is integral to the benefits derived from the preservation of 

wetlands.   

 

QUESTION 46: WILL THE PROPOSED PROJECT IMPEDE VISUAL ACCESS TO 

COASTAL LANDS, WATERS AND OPEN SPACE? 

 

Policy 8.3- Provide visual access to coastal lands, waters and open space where 

physically practical. 

 

The proposed interim canal aeration/centralized OTS would be installed as a temporary 

measure and would require the installation of on-shore equipment, including duplex strainers, 

self-priming pumps, oxygenator feed pipe, oxygenation cone, compressor, oxygen receiver, 

oxygen generator, and air dryer all within a rectangular area measuring approximately 15’ by 

60’. The only practical site for the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS equipment is at the 

dead end of Douglass Street, which is currently occupied by an esplanade owned by the New 

York City Department of Transportation.  After the completion of the proposed action (i.e., 

when the interim canal aeration/centralized OTS is no longer required) the interim canal 

aeration/centralized OTS equipment would be dismantled/removed, and the esplanade would 

be restored. 
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