
NYC Plaza Program 



NYC Land Area by Use 

Streets 
27% 

Buildings & 
Parking Lots 

45% 

Parks 
13% 

Airports 
10% 

Vacant 5% 



71 Plazas currently in development, 
construction, or complete, of those 

49 Plazas open to the public 
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Plazas: DOT’s Definition  

Willoughby Plaza, Brooklyn 



Flatiron Plaza adjacent to Madison Square Park. March 13, 2012 

Plazas vs. Parks 



Plazas: What makes a good site? 

Not-for-profit 
groups request 
plazas 
 
So what’s an 
appropriate 
site? ? 



Where: Lack of Open Space/Low Income 



Where: Community Partner 



Where: Community Support 



Where: Safety 



Where: Excessive Roadway 



Where: Excessive Roadway 

Fowler Square, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 



Where: Excessive Roadway 

Fowler Square, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 



Marcy Plaza 

Bed Stuy, 
Brooklyn 

Existing 

Proposed Rendering 

Where: Excessive Roadway 



Where: Active Pedestrian Corridors 



Where: Active Retail & Transit 



Plaza Program: One-Day Plaza 

163rd Street & Elton Avenue, Bronx 



Plaza Program: Interim Materials 

Putnam Plaza, Brooklyn 



Plaza Program: Permanent Materials 

Albee Square, Brooklyn 



Outreach: Advance Notification 



Outreach: Project Updates 



Outreach: Partner 



Outreach: Public Workshops 



Analysis: Volumes/LOS 



Analysis: FDNY/Emergency Access 



Outreach: Community Board Vote 

Diversity Plaza, Queens 



DOT & City partners: 
 
1) Design & Engineering 

 
2) Construction 

 
3) Site Inspection 

City Agency Responsibilities 



Partner Responsibilities: Maintenance 



Plaza Programming: Community Events 

Putnam Plaza, Brooklyn Corona Plaza, Queens 



Plaza Programming: Cultural Events 

   



Plaza Programming: Art 

Flatiron, Manhattan Marcy Avenue, Brooklyn 



Plaza Programming: Art Display Case 

Willoughby Plaza, Brooklyn 



Revenue Type: Limited Sponsorships 



Revenue Type: Subconcessions 

Albee Plaza, BK 



Revenue Type: Commercial Events 

All events are permitted by the Street 
Activity Permit Office (SAPO) and are 
subject to its requirements 





OneNYC Need Ranking 

Partner Capacity 
• Type 
• Experience 
• Annual Budget 

 
Site Challenges 
• Low Income Neighborhood 
• Near Transit & Commercial  
• Size 
  

Low 

Medium 

High 



Criteria for Rating Proposals: 
 

•   Open Space // 30 Points  
 

•   Community Initiative // 20 Points 
 
 

•   Site Context // 20 Points 
 
 

•   Capacity // 20 Points 
 
 

•   Income Eligibility // 10 Points 

NYC Plaza Program: Application 

Application Deadline:  
Mon. NOV  16,  2015  



NYC Plaza Program 

Guidelines & 
Application: 
www.nyc.gov/plazas 

Questions: 
Emily Weidenhof 
(212) 839-4325 
plazas@dot.nyc.gov  

More Info: 

http://www.nyc.gov/plazas
mailto:plazas@dot.nyc.gov


Weekend Walks 
www.nyc.gov/weekendwalks 

 



Weekend Walks 2015 
52 Events 



Programming 



 

Retail to the curb 



Local business involvment Application Deadline 
Friday Nov. 20 

 
www.nyc.gov/weekendwalks 

 
 



Street Seats 
www.nyc.gov/streetseats 



Before 



After 



DOT Standard Design 



CityBench 
www.nyc.gov/citybench 



CityBench 
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