
Recycling +  
Sustainability 



Today’s Goals

• Learn what to recycle

• Recognize a proper setout

• Discover resources



Why Recycle?

• It’s the law!

• Reduce waste to landfills

• Conserve natural resources
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What to Recycle

• Metal, Glass, Plastic, and Cartons

• Paper and Cardboard

• Electronics



08804: DECAL GREEN 12 X 9 1217

hardcover books; waxed or soiled paper, tissues or napkinsNo
sanitation

nyc.gov/recycle |  call 311 |   NYCsanitation

Mixed Paper Cardboard

DECAL FOR OUTDOOR PAPER RECYCLING CONTAINERS: Only use this decal if your building receives collection by the NYC Department of Sanitation. This decal is for labeling outdoor recycling containers.  
Decal application is most effective when affixed while temperatures are above 40°F (5°C), to a receptacle that is smooth, dry, and free of dirt. Request new decals when fading or peeling occurs. PEEL HERE ▼

Flatten and bundle or bag cardboard boxes. Staples and window envelopes OK.

What To Recycle



What paper is  
not recyclable?



08806: DECAL BLUE 12 X 9 1217

sanitationbatteries, plastic bags, squeeze tubes & pouches, or plastic foamNo

Empty and rinse before recycling. Caps and lids OK.

nyc.gov/recycle |  call 311 |   NYCsanitation

Metal Rigid Plastic Glass

Cartons

bottles & jars only

DECAL FOR OUTDOOR METAL/GLASS/PLASTIC/CARTON RECYCLING CONTAINERS:  Only use this decal if your building receives collection by the NYC Department of Sanitation. This decal is for labeling outdoor recycling containers.  
Decal application is most effective when affixed while temperatures are above 40°F (5°C), to a receptacle that is smooth, dry, and free of dirt. Request new decals when fading or peeling occurs. PEEL HERE ▼

What To Recycle



Can I recycle 
large items?

Yes—large items that 
are mostly metal or 
plastic and bigger than 
4ft x3ft can be recycled.



What plastic is  
not recyclable?



What glass is  
not recyclable?



What about appliances?
If it’s mostly metal and plastic, it’s recyclable



What if the appliance has  
CFCs/Freon?
•  Residents call 311 for  

appointment

•  DSNY removes  
CFCs/Freon

•  A orange tag is issued for 
appliance to be collected 
on recycling route



What if the appliance 
has R600a?
•  DSNY does not

remove this gas or
the appliance

•  Residents must
contact private
vendor for removal



What about  
electronics?

Just because it plugs  
in doesn’t mean it’s  
an electronic covered  
under the NY State ban!



PEEL HERE ▼

Collect ALL Electronics

E-Waste Appointment Collection
Trucks ONLY!

ELEC-EAPTD: ELEC APPOINTMNT PICKUP TRUCK DECAL 1217

Apply decal to a smooth, dry, and clean surface while temperature is above 40°F (5°C). Request new decal when fading or peeling occurs.

DO NOT Collect Appliances
Household appliances are mostly metal or plastic and can be recycled curbside. 
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Banned electronics



ecycleNYC

Buildings with  
10+ units enroll in 
ecycleNYC 



Proper Setout



How are recyclables 
setout? 
Residents or Supers must:

• Separate trash from recycling

•  Separate recycling; MGP from Paper



How are recyclables 
setout? 
Residents or Supers must:

•  Use clear bags

•  Bundle cardboard no more than 18” high

• Label bins



When are recyclables 
setout? 
• Recyclables 1x a week

• Trash up to 4x a week

• Setout after 4pm the night before collection

•  Schedule available nyc.gov/sanitation
DSNY Info App, or call 311



Processing



SIMS MRF in Brooklyn
Metal, Glass, Plastic, and Cartons 



Pratt on Staten Island
Paper and Cardboard



Resources 



refashionNYC
Enroll for a bin to collect 
textiles 

•  Apartments: 10+ units

• Schools and institutions

• Office buildings

•  Businesses: fashion
industry, storage
facilities, gyms, hotels,
and laundromats



donateNYC

Residents can 
search a network of 
non-profits to donate 
items instead of  
throwing them away



nyc.gov/sanitation



Call 311




