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COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS NEW YORK CITY 

RECEIVE OVER $75,000 IN CITY GRANTS FOR BROWNFIELD CLEANUP 

AND REVITALIZATION PLANS 
 

Funding distributed to spur cleanup, redevelopment and neighborhood revitalization in the Bronx, Manhattan, 

and Staten Island 

 

 

The Mayor’s Office of Environmental Remediation Director Daniel Walsh 

announced today that four community brownfield planning groups in the 

Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Island have received a total of $76,865 in 

grants to assist in furthering the identification and revitalization of local 

brownfields. These grants were awarded through the New York City 

Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG) Program, and are part of a series of 

awards that fund activities and projects across New York City to 

promote cleanup and redevelopment of vacant, underutilized or 

contaminated sites. The grants awarded today aid community based 

organizations in continuing to focus on activities that lead to brownfield 

redevelopment and neighborhood revitalization. The BIG Program was 

launched by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and Deputy Mayor Stephen 

Goldsmith in June to promote the objectives of PlaNYC, Mayor Bloomberg’s long-term vision for a greener, 

greater New York, to spur the cleanup and redevelopment of the brownfields throughout the City.  

 

“Providing support for communities to establish local plans for cleanup and redevelopment of Brownfields is a 

major goal of PlaNYC,” said Director Walsh.  “The community brownfield planning grants awarded today support 

development of a grass roots vision, and capacity for community based organizations to cope with this difficult 

problem.  Community members know best what is needed to revitalize their neighborhoods and we are pleased 

that the first grant dollars from the Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG) Program are going directly to support 
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community plans.” 

 

Recipients of funding include the Bronx Council for Environmental Quality, for the Harlem River Brownfield 

Opportunity Area (BOA), located in the Bronx; Harlem Congregations for Community Improvement, Inc. for the 

Under the Viaduct BOA, located in Manhattan; Northfield Community Local Development Corporation, for the 

Port Richmond BOA, located in Staten Island; South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, for the 

Port Morris BOA and the Eastchester BOA, located in the Bronx.  

 

“Every grant dollar the South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation (SoBRO), receives from the BIG 

Program translates into more time our staff can spend on brownfield identification and redevelopment in the 

South Bronx,” said Lourdes Zapata, Senior Vice President of SoBRO.  “The Brownfield Opportunity Area Local 

Match Grants the City has funded are very welcome opportunities for SoBRO to continue our work in the Port 

Morris and Eastchester BOAs.” 

 

“Putting funds directly into the hands of community based organizations is key to bringing about the much 

needed grassroots level environmental change we strive for in our Brownfield Opportunity Area here along the 

Harlem River,” said Joyce Hogi, President of The Bronx Council for Environmental Quality. “The BOA Local Match 

grant we received supports neighborhood empowerment and decision-making at its best.” 

 

“BIG Program funding allows the Port Richmond BOA to spend additional time and energy on identifying 

brownfield redevelopment opportunities along the North Shore of Staten Island’s waterfront,” said Joan 

Catalano, Executive Director of the Northfield Community Local Development Corporation of Staten Island.  “Our 

vision of a revitalized waterfront and the creation of new maritime job opportunities are bolstered by the BIG 

program funding.  The BIG Program is a great opportunity for community-based organizations to leverage 

additional funding.” 

 

Brownfields are vacant or underutilized properties where real or perceived contamination hinders redevelopment.  

The Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG) Program, launched in June 2010 by Mayor Bloomberg, provides flexible 

grants for the study and cleanup of brownfield properties in New York City throughout the development process, 

from the earliest stages of pre-development through environmental investigation and cleanup work.  The 

Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Program is a brownfield planning grant program operated by the New York 

State Department of State.  Grants awarded by the City’s Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG) Program have been 

provided to satisfy the local match required by the BOA Program.      

 

For more information on the NYC BIG Program, visit www.nyc.gov/BIG or contact the Mayor's Office of 

Environmental Remediation by calling 311. 

 

Contact: Josslyn Shapiro      (212) 341-3704 

 

Upcoming BIG Webinar  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/oer/html/calendar/calendar.shtml


Please join us Monday, November 22 at 11:30am for our monthly BIG Program webinar.  The webinar will 

review how to apply for and receive grants from the BIG Program and will answer questions.  

REGISTER HERE 

 

NPCR Brownfields Forum 2010  

Evolution of Brownfields: From Policies to Partnerships  
 
Registration is open for NPCR's 3rd Annual Brownfields Forum on 1 December 2010 at 1 Metro Tech Center in Brooklyn. 

Over 300 community development leaders representing over 50 communities and participants in the State's Brownfield 
Opportunity Area (BOA) program are expected to participate.  The forum will focus on the challenges and solutions to 
advance the clean-up and re-use of brownfields sites and how New York's area-wide BOA program is being applied upstate 
and downstate, in urban, suburban, and rural communities to achieve renewal and revitalization.  
 
The event will feature a talented roster of speakers and presenters from municipalities, state and federal government, and 
community development and environmental justice organizations, including Dan Walsh, Director of the Mayor’s Office of 

Environmental Remediation. 
 
Registration: 
Register and see the draft agenda and confirmed list of speakers at www.npcr.net 
General Admission - $125 Government and Non Profits - $50 
A limited number of scholarships are available for nonprofit and government representatives.  Contact Jody Kass at 

jodykass@npcr.net to request a scholarship.  
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